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Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific Knowledge, policies, or practices. 
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TO OUR PATRONS AND FRIENDS, GREETINGS! 


N PRESENTING THIS OUR TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL FARM AND GARDEN SEED CATALOGUE to farmers, gardeners 
and truck growers, for 1913, I wish to tender my sincere thanks and acknowledgments to all those who, through their orders, 
have given practical support to my business, and also to the many, whose words of appreciation have encouraged me in my en- 

deavor to live close to the views expressed in the first catalogue I ever issued. ‘‘I believe that the purchase of a package of seeds, 
however small, involves a trust to which seedsmen should honorably respond,’’ By adhering to this policy our trade has not only 
increased from year to year but has multiplied over and over. Last year, 1912, our business struck it’s highest mark, and great 
it was! Orders poured in upon us by the thousand and tens’ of thousandsand no seed firm on earth ever had more cause to feel 
thankful to its tens’ of thousands of patrons than we. The reason is this. Each and every one of our patrons is our friend, not only 
in name, but in truth. This we experienced the past summer and fall in it’s fullest measure when we were called on business trips 
to the Pacific states; to the South, Texas, Oklahoma, La., Miss., Alabama and Georgia ard from there to Philadelphia and New 
York and back through the middle western states. Everywhere we went on our travels without exception, we were cordially 
greeted,—heartily by our kind patrons, and words often failed us to express our keen appreciation. No matter where we went 
or where we stopped we found patrons of the Ratekin Seed House, and everywhere we found a patron we found a wholesouled 
friend. Often, very often, we heard expressions like this: ‘‘ How are you Mr. Ratekin. I want you to come to my house, planta- 
tion, farm or ranch and see what a wonderful crop of corn, oats or vegetables we have grown from the seeds we got from you. My 
wife will get up a good dinner and will be pleased to show you her garden and flowers raised from the seeds we sent to you for.”’ 


IT IS EASY TO ORDER YOUR SEEDS FROM US. 


OTHING could be made easier, more simple or more profitable than we have made it to our customers to order their seeds from 
us. You are just as safe in ordering your seeds from this catalogue as if you were to walk into our seed house or any other 
place where seeds are kept for sale and select out the seeds you wanted. All you need to do is to read the next page of this 

book and follow out the suggestions there made, or write us in your own way and language. We receive letters written in all 
languages, and have employes’ who can read every language known, and from people of every walk in life. As a matter of fact the 
chief and only art of letter writing is to briefly express yourself in your own way and your own language sufficiently to let us 
know what you want. That’s the whole secret and all there is toit. The most finished literary production conveys or tells no more. 

YOU ARE TAKING NO CHANCES in ordering your Seeds from the RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE. 

A GUARANTEE THAT MEANS SOMETHING: We guarantee that every article purchased from this catalogue shall be 
exactly as represented and all orders and shipments are made with the distinct understanding and agreement that purchaser is to 
have the privilege of examination and anything not found as represented or entirely satisfactory shall be returned to us at our expense, 
when order will be duplicated or purchase price refunded, at option of purchaser. We, however, in no case give any warranty, ex- 
press or implied as to description, purity or productiveness of any seeds sold or sent out by us and will in no way be responsible for 
resultant crops after seeds have been planted or sown as there is so many conditions with which we have nothing to do, involved, 
after seeds are planted. If purchaser does not accept seeds on these conditions they must be returned to us within ten days from 
time received. This gives ample time for inspecting, trying and test- 


* 
ing in any way purchaser may desire, but we cannot return money or 
duplicate order for any seeds that have been held in hands of purchaser ~ 
longer than ten days from time received. Wemake every effort to fill 
orders same or following day received, but if you wish us to hold order Se 
in our seed house until planting time, kindly advise us to that effect. A « 


Receipt of all orders acknowledged by first mail. Manager. 
Truly and sincerely yours, 


Ee 
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RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, Shenandoah, Iowa 
Gentlemen: Please send the following Seeds, etc., by. 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
DOLLARS | CTS. 


(State here if wanted by Mail, Express or Freight) 
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Please write your name and address plain and in full with each order. Oid customers who have moved since 
last season will please state their former address also. Read ‘‘Suggestions to Customers’’ on page 1 of Catalogue. 
Extra order sheets and retwrn envelopes on application. 

NOTICE—Our terms are strictly cash with order, which may be sent by Postoffice Money Order, Express Money 
Order, Draft, Check or Registered Letter. Postage stamps to the amount of $2.00 may be sent at our risk if more con- 
venient. Shipping Cc. O. D. adds inconvenience and unnecessary trouble and expense to the customer. 

We PREPAY THE POSTAGE on all Flower and Vegetable Seeds, by the packet, ounce, pound, pint and quart; and 


- when ordering by freight or in connection with field or heavy seeds ‘at your expense you should deduct at the rate of 8 


cents per pourd from catalogue prices. 


PRICE. 
tet SS OR NAME OF SEEDS OR OTHER ARTICLES WANTED. 


NUMB Dollars. Cents. 


Amount carried forward: 


PRICE. 
QUANTITY OR NAME OF SEEDS OR OTHER ARTICLES WANTED. —— ee 
NUMBER. Dollars. Cents. 
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t47 ~69Wee shall consider it a special favor if you will write here the Names and Addresses of your neighbors who usually 
send for their seeds. Please do not write anything but names and addresses in the spaces below. 
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Terms and General Information About Ordering 
I Want You to Have Confidence in Our Way of Doing Business. 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SENDING 
IN YOUR ORDER. 


OUR TERMS ARE STRICTLY CASH WITH ORDER. We send nothing C. 0. D. Hyvery 


item entering into the Seed Bus- 
iness is spot cash. Cash buys the best of everything. When cost of seed, postage and other necessary expense is 
paid good, high-grade seeds are sold on a very small margin. It is not big profits on a single order, but the large 
volume of business we do that enables us to make you bargain prices and give you the most for your money. 


OUR RESPONSIBILITY. As this book will probably go into the hands of hundreds and thousands of 


people who are unacquainted with us this question will naturally arise, and in 
answer to the same we take pleasure in referring you to the Shenandoah National Bank, The Security Trust and 
Savings Bank, the Mayor, Postmaster, Adams or Wells-Fargo Express Agents, or any business house or any other 
person whatsoever in this city. 


WH AT WE GUARANTEE. That all money sent to us for seeds shall reach us if sent us by registerd 


letter, postoffice or express money order, or bank draft made payable 
to our order, or your personal check, if you have the money back of it to make it good. That your orders will be 
filled promptly and with care. Keep a copy of your order. Sometimes people think they have ordered articles 
which they have omitted, and blame us for not sending them. Please be careful to sign your name, postoffice, state 
and rural route plainly. : 


ABOUT W ARR ANTING. We thoroughly test all our seeds and nothing is sent out which we do not 


believe to be of good, strong germination and that will grow good under any 
reasonable conditions; still crops are contingent upon so many conditions, etc., over which we have no control, 
including soil, weather, time and manner of planting, cultivation, etc., that we cannot be responsible for the product 
and give no warranty, expressed or implied, as to description, quality, quantity or productiveness of any seed sent 
out by us, and every order for seeds named in this catalog will be executed on these conditions only, and if the 
purchaser does not accept the seeds on these terms and conditions they are to be returned within ten days from 
the time received. This gives ample time for inspection and testing as to vitality. It, however, must be plain to 
everyone who gives the matter the slightest thought that it is to our best interest to send out only such seed stock 
as will not only grow, but prove true to name and description. 


WH AT WE PREP AY POST AGE ON. We pay postage or express charges on all Sees flower 


and other seeds quoted by packet, ounce or pound; one- 
half pint, pint and quart, and guarantee safe delivery at any postoffice in the United States. If such seeds, how- 
ever, are to be sent inside of a sack of heavy field seeds to go by express or freight at expense of purchaser, you 
may deduct at the rate of 8 cents per pound from regular catalog price for any vegetable or flower seeds con- 
tained in the order. 


CHARGES NOT PREPAID. All seeds sold by peck or bushel or other than pound prices, including 


Farm, Field and Grass Seeds, etc., are sent by freight or express, as may 
be directed, at purchaser’s expense. Boxes and bags free with all shipments of Seed Corn, Oats, Barley, Speltz and 
other grain. But sacks for grass seeds add 20 cents extra for each bag. Ear corn, 70 lbs. per bushel; shelled corn, 
56 lbs. per bushel. 


DELIVERY The point of delivery of all heavy goods is on cars at Shenandoah. When we quote a delivered 
‘ price at your station it means we prepay the freight or express charges. 


PREP AID ST ATIONS. Many of our customers live at points known as prepaid stations, where there is 
no agent. In such cases you should always send money enough to prepay freight 
charges through to such points, otherwise we will ship to nearest station where there is an agent. 


It matters not what you want in the seed line, nor how large or small. your order, even 
SMALL ORDERS. only one packet, we shall be glad to hear from you, and it will have our prompt and 
best attention, and we will otherwise try to serve you in a manner that will please you. 


M ARKET G ARDENERS and others who buy vegetable and flower seeds in bulk to amount of $5.00 or 


over are requested to make out a list of their wants and requirements and 
send them in when we will make them our lowest special prices in large orders. In short, we want to hear from 
everyone who receives this book, and you may always depend upon receiving the most courteous treatment. 


DON’T LET THE QUESTION OF FREIGHT CHARGES WORRY YOU. SEE NEXT PAGE. 
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CORN---Its Importance and Value to the American Farmer 


of the corn crop of the United States is shown by the 
The Great Importance 15 ror 176,000,000 acres devoted to all kinds of 
grains grown 94,000,000 acres, or more than 53 per cent of all, is and has been for a 
number of years devoted to corn alone, the value of which averaged on a five years’ 
stretch $1,116,000,000, about two times the annual value of the cotton crop, and 
twice as much as the wheat crop of this country during the same period, which 
were next in their order to the corn crop. Thus it will be observed that corn is 
the leading crop of the United States, and I might here add that three-fourths of all 
the corn grown in the world is produced in this country. Yet it is a humiliating 
fact that with proper conditions and cultivation the same number of acres could be 
easily made to produce twice as many bushels as are now being obtained, and I 
believe you will agree with me when I tell you the average yield per acre during 
the years I speak of was but 24.09, and when we consider that many hundreds 
and thousands of farmers grow an average of fifty to ninety bushels per acre, and in 
some isolated instances grow from 100 to 200 bushels per acre it stands to reason 
that there is very much of the corn crop that falls largely below the average. 


’ = is the problem we are all up against. 
Doubling The Yield Per Acre tare er 2 See 


breeding and selling of seed corn a specialty for twenty-nine years, during which 
time we have experimented in every known scientific way in improvement and 
perfecting the varieties we first started with. Meantime we have originated and 
propogated some of the best new varieties that have ever been introduced, de- 
scriptions of which will be found on the following dages, and ve ask that you read them over carefully. Some 
varieties of corn may be and are especially adapted to one locality, while they are wholly unfit for another place, 
where seasons, climate, soil and altitudes are entirely different. In our experience, without boasting or blowing, 
as some so-called seedsmen do, we feel it is a safe and conservative statement to say we have handled and 

sold more seed corn 
each year than any 
other growers in the 
United States, sending 
our seed, both whole- 
sale and retail, to 
every state in the 
Union where corn is 
grown at all, and by 
reason of this we have 
obtained the expe- 
rience of more—much 
more than a hundred 
thousand farmers and 
planters who have 
planted their crops 
from our seed. In this 
way and from the ac- 
tual practical expe- 
rience of these farmers 
and corn growers we are often able to materially assist our customers in their selections of varieties best suited 
to their conditions and requirements, and are more than glad to do so when you are in any way in doubt, if you 
will write us. GOOD SEED CORN may and is not “all it” in obtaining big yields, but without GOOD SEED AND 
GOOD VARIETIES to start with you cannot expect to or obtain the fruits of your time, effort and labor. 


Good Seed Corn war scares 


CRrArD 
THOROUGHBRED HIGH YIELDING VARIETIES CANNOT 

BE BRED UP AND PRODUCED. IN ONE YEAR. It requires 
time, practical knowledge and experience. A step year by year. 
“SLOW BUT SURE,” but when you order your seed from us 
you get the benefit of our twenty-nine years’ experience of 
breeding seed corn. WE ARE THE OLDEST AND LARGEST 
SEED CORN GROWERS IN THE WORLD. Ratekin’s ‘‘famous” 
Iowa grown seed corn is known and planted from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific and from the Gulf to Canada. WE BEGUN THE 
SEED BUSINESS TO STAY. Others have tried to imitate us, 
but many of them have come and gone. WE ARE still HERE, 
but could not stay if our seed and representations did not bear 
us out in our claims. “SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY BACK” is our motto. 


Cedar Valley, Taney County, Mo., Oct. 6th, 1912. 


The seeds I bought of you last spring were up to the Ratekin standard, all O, K. in every respect, but the best of all 
was the ‘‘Nameless’”’ tomato. It is the one thing I have raised inat fills the mame _ prolific. It is the earliest tomato I 
ever saw. The meat is firm and sweet and there is no end to its bearing until killed by the frost. Seed that were sown 
April 1st were ready to transplant by May Ist, good strong healthy plants. After being transplanted they grew_ right off 


from the start and by June 20th tomatoes were full grown on the vines and turning ripe. By July 1st they were doing their 
best and will I presume until killed by the frost. Such clusters of tomatoes as grew on the vines were a sight to behold. 


AS many as fourteen tomatoes in a cluster on a twig of a vine was a common count. The _ vines, too, were strong and 
sturdy and free from suckers. As a name I would suggest ‘‘Nonpareil’’ or rather ‘‘Ratekin’s Nonpareil,” as I wink it the 
most fitting, for as to my own observations I have never saw an equal to it in every respect, such as hardiness, earliness, 


good quality and tendency to bear. With best wishes for your continued suecess, I am very truly yours, 
[ A. BURT HULAN. 
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What is Good Seed Corn? Method of Selecting and Handling 


Illustration of How Our Seed Corn is Prepared Before Shelling. 


= it should be a standard variety of superior quality in yield—early and sound 

To Be F irst Class Seed Corn maturity—corn that has demonstrated its ability to outyield other strains of 

. the same variety. It should show a high per cent of germination, thus insuring an even and perfect stand. lt should be 

purchased from a practical and scientific corn breeder, one who possesses a knowledge and experience in the growing and 
judging, as well as the preparation of seed in all its details. 


= For a number of years farmers have been advised to go through their cornfields before 
Selecting Seed Corn. gathering time and select the best ears for seed.: In this way and by this process you 
will doubtless select corn that will grow if properly handled, but I do not believe this method will result in much, if any 
improvement, unless the non-productive stalks are cut out before the pollen is distributed. If these inferior, non-productive 
Stalke fertilize the stalks which produce the large ears, much improvement is impossible. In my own case in planting my 
seed stock for all we grow on our ewn farms and to supply our contract growers, I plant in plots, in hills 3 feet 8 inches 
apart each way, or in drills, rows same distance apart, one kernel every twelve inches in the row. I give good cultivation— 
best I know how, and when the tassel emerges from the stalks, and before pollen is shed, I cut out every stalk that does not 
show one or two good “shoots’’ on it. A few years of this kind of selection will result greatly, more in the increased yield 
than going through the field and making ear selections. For each seed patch of corn I select ground as far away from other 
corn as possible, as the pollen is often carried quite a distance, causing different varieties to mix. 


How Our Seed Corn Is Handled Naturally every farmer or customer who sends away for seed wants to 


of ags know how our seed corn and crops are handled after it is grown and 
garnered. This is an important question. 


First of all, our crops are allowed to remain in the field on the stalk as long as weather conditions will admit, in order 
that the ears may have the full benefit of natures process of drying, which is the best method for curing corn that has ever 
been devised. But when the time comes to get it in everything else is made secondary to that end, and every bushel husked 
each day goes into our corn house before we sleep. As fast as it comes in it is shoveled into slat bottom bunks, built es- 
pecially for this purpose, so that every ear can be observed, and, and here we have a small army of men, experts in the bus- 
iness, to go over it, sorting it out ear by ear. selecting only the well-developed and best matured ears, which is conveyed to 
our regular repositories. The refuse, culls, shelled corn. silks and husks stripped from the select ears is cleaned up, shelled 
and sold on the market. Thus we are able to economize space and all our storage room for choice ears only. Ordinarily we 
reserve from 15 to 25 per cent of the first sorting. But when the time comes for shelling and shipping out, usually com- 
mencing about January ist, as we supply many of the leading seed houses and seedsmen of the country with their seed. 
WE AGAIN GO OVER EACH AND EVERY EAR THE SECOND TIME, RIGIDLY INSPECTING EACH AS TO VITALITY, 
THE BUTT AND TIP ENDS BEING TAKEN OFF BEFORE SHELLING for shipment. Meantime our seed corn, before 
the second inspection and resorting, is kept_in thorough ventilated houses, ventilated at the bottom, from sides to end. 
To do the cleaning and grading we have machinery specially built for this purpose, and when we say we have the best and 
most complete equipment that money will buy or to be found in any seed house in America we believe we-are not over- 
Stating the facts. After shelling all grain and seeds pass over a cleaner, where it is cleaned: and fanned. Then it is conveyed 
to our mew process cleaner and grader, which makes five different separations—extra large kernels, small undersized, extra 
thick and extra thin, and, fifth, the graded seed corn, similar to illustration, shown on next page. We have been told a thousand 
times that the way we clean and grade our Seed Corn, Wheat, Oats, Barley and Grass Seeds make it alone worth twice as 
much as the same quality of seeds cleaned on ordinary mills. OUR AMBITION IS TO SEND OUT NOTHING BUT WHAT 
WILL GROW AND OF THE HIGHEST GRADE AND QUALITY. 


nv 
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Thoroughbred Select Seed Corn 


THE SEED 
IS THE KEY 
TO THE HARVEST 


TWENTY-NINE YEARS HAVE COME AND GONE SINCE 
WE FIRST MADE ANNOUNCEMENT and begun the breed- 
ing and growing of thoroughbred high yielding SEED CORN 
as a business. Years before, however, as a practical farmer 
and corn grower we learned there was as much, even ten 
times more profit for the time and money invested and 
spent in the selection of thoroughbred seed corn as there was 
in selecting a herd of horses, cattle or hogs to start from,  . 
besides’ the returns are immediate from your corn crop, while it takes 
two, three or four years’ time, care and patience before returns be- 
gin to come back, from your thoroughbred herd, and even then in a 
comparatively small way as measured by your annually increased yield of corn 
from your broad acres. 2 

We feel it.-not improper at this time in this our twenty-ninth annual cata- a 
logue, to present a summary of what we have accomplished along the line of corn bree = 
ing and corn improvement during these twenty-nine years. To do this we believe illus- 
trations from real photographs and bona fide statements’ from a few only of the thou- | 
sands of farmers who have been planting their crops from our seed corn for the past five, 
ten, twenty and twenty-five years will better tell the story than any words spoken by us. 
Hence we will use as many of these illustrations and testimonials as space will admit. 
THEY TELL THEIR OWN STORY IN THEIR OWN WAY. 


YOU CAN’T GO WRONG BY PLANTING-OUR HIGH. BRED 
TESTED SEED CORN. 


We realize that by far the most important question that comes before the farmer each 
year is his seed corn. It has always been our aim and purpose to help and aid him in this par- 
ticular matter. It is indeed very gratifying to know that we have succeeded, as is shown 
by thousands and tens of thousands of letters we receive annually, coming from every state in 
the Union where corn is grown, all bearing evidence to this effect. Located as we are in the 
best corn and seed corn growing district to be found under, the shining sun we have spared 
no effort to grow only the most valuable and prolific varieties—varieties not only. adapted ~ 
to the requirements of the farmer, but different varieties best adapted to the latitude in=* = 
tended for planting, and as stated in the preceding page, if after reading the descriptions of 
different varieties you are in doubt write us and we will gladly help you with any_informa- 
tion we can give you. WE GROW AND SELL MORE SEED CORN THAN ANY TEN SEED 
CORN GROWERS or SEED HOUSES COMBINED IN IOWA, and at the end of every season 
send out many thousand inquiries among our customers in different states who have planted 
cifferent varieties under varied conditions, thus obtaining the experience of thousands of 
farmers, all of which is at the command of our customers when we can be of service to them. 

The United States Department of Agriculture says, in a recently issued year-book, that 
properly grown, selected seed corn, well bred, usually produces fifteen bushels more per acre 
than ordinary unselected corn. This statement is based on tests carried on on a large scale, 
covering many years, 

PROF. P. G. HOLDEN of the IOWA STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE at Ames, Iowa, 
says: ‘TI went to the corn fields of one hundred farmers in Storey County, Iowa, where the 
farmers were in their fields planting corn, and took a quantity of seed corn, such as they 
were planting, from one hundred different corn planter boxes, and took it to the grounds of 
the State Experimental Station of the Iowa Agricultural College, and planted it on our trial 
fields. Some of it made ONLY TWENTY BUSHELS, WHILE OTHER LOTS YIELDED AL- 
MOST ONE HUNDRED BUSHELS PER ACRE. This wide difference WAS ALL IN THE 
SEED AND VARIETIES. The land and cultivation and other methods all being identically 
alike. The expense of growing was the same. The BEST SEED AND VARIETIES produced 
fully FOUR TIMES AS MUCH CORN of better quality than did the other lots of INFERIOR 
SEED.’ 

The actual cost of good pure bred seeds is the smallest item of expense in the growing 
and production of the crop, and when results are known the cost of good seeds are an asset 
rather than an expense. Especially is this so when applied to seed corn. It isn’t what a thing 
costs; it is what it returns to the purchaser. It has been proven and demonstrated by thou- 
sands of our customers all over the United States wherever corn is grown that results are the 
same—that our pure high bred varieties of seed grows crops that outyield ordinary sorts of 
corn from ten to forty bushels per acre, and in some instances even more than the latter fig- 
ure. 

It requires about six bushels of seed corn to plant forty acres. If you use your own 
seed it is worth market price, say 50 cents per bushel, and if your time and labor is worth 
anything it is worth 25 to 50 cents per bushel to pick out the seed—nub and tip—and shell 
ready for planting. Thus your seed will probably cost you $6.00. 

Now, if you send to us your seed will cost you from $2.00 to $3.00 per bushel.. Say it costs you $2.00 per bushel. That 
makes the cost of your seed to plant forty acres of corn $12.00, just six dollars more than if you plant your own corn. Should 


you obtain but one bushel increased yield per acre it would make forty bushels. At 50 cents per bushel it would amount to 
$20.00. If you obtain an increased yield of say fifteen bushels per acre, and this is no overdrawn estimate, it would amount to 
six hundred bushels. At 50 cents per bushel would amount to $300.00. This estimate being conservative it is a very strong ar- 


gument in favor of planting only pure, high-bred seed. 


REMEMBER—In Counting the Cost of Seed Corn One bushel of corn will plant seven to eight 


acres! The cost per acre for our pure bred va- 
rieties Is but 25 to 40 cents per acre! Only one bushel per acre increased yield more than Pays all cost of seed. The com- 
monest mongrel scrub corn costs you something. The corn we grow and sell you is not only selected seed, but is pure bred 
and has been carefully handled, dried and cured as s 


eed corn should be. 
A bushel of seed corn that increases your yield ten bushelss per acre makes you at the rate $40.00 per bushel. Hence 
don’t forget that if you plant seed that lowers your yield this much it has cost you $40.00 per bushel. 
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Ratekin’s Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent 


RATEKIN’S 
MAMMOTH 
IOWA 
YELLOW DENT 
THE BEST 
ALL AROUND 
BIG EARLY 
YELLOW DENT 
CORN 
IN THE 
WORLD. 


=_— 


FAMOUS FOR ITS UNIFORM LARGE EARS, HIGH YIELDING, PRIZE 
WINNING QUALITIES; ALSO ITS EARLY MATURITY This new introduc- 
tion, catalogued by us for the first time last year, jumped into fame more 
quickly and rapidly than any new variety we have ever before introduced. 


ITS HISTORY: For years, ever since we developed and brought out 
“Diamond Joe’s Big White,” the big eared early maturing white corn that has 
now gained a wide world fame, we have been experimenting, crossing, hybridiz- 
ing and breeding from many varieties and strains of yellow corn, in order to ob- 
tain a. LARGE EARED EARLY MATURING YELLOW CORN, something that 
would match up with our Diamond Joe’s Big White, which we originated and 
first introduced in 1906. Ever since the introduction of that corn we have 
had a stream of: inquiries and a’demand for a yellow corn of similar character- 
istics that equealed it. During all this time we were busy trying out various 
combinations and varieties, although found some a failure, some fair and some 
reasonably good, but in RATEKIN’S MAMMOTH YELLOW DENT, the name 
We gave this variety, we found an exceptional or ideal variety, just’ such as 
We were aiming at. We have, however, always been conservatively cautious 
about giving our endorsement or recommending any new variety until thor- 
oughly tried out, and until we were absolutely sure it was and would prove all 
we claimed for it. Prior to cataloguing this corn for the first time, last year, 
We sent out trial packages, gratuitously, to many hundreds of our customers 
all over the country, and from practically every report was not only flatter- 
ing, but was exhuberant in extolling the high yielding and early maturing 
qualities of this new variety of corn. Therefore we catalogued this corn last 
year, 1912, for the first time, but having only a limited supply of it, it was all 
taken so quickly we hardly knew we had any. This past season we planted 
very liberally of it, and hope to be abundantly able to supply the demand this 
year. At this time, December ist, we have reports from fully 50 per cent of 
our customers who planted of it the past season, and all report the most satis- 
factory results, and WE ARE PLEASED TO GIVE OUR ENDORSEMENT TO 
IT as being all we claim for it—one of THE BEST ALL ROUND VARIE- 
TIES OF YELLOW DENT CORN for general field crop, for market, feeding 
and ensilage purposes ever before offered or introduced to the American farmer. 

DESCRIPTION: In Ratekin’s Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent our customers will find a high-bred, pure variety of 
a beautiful goldén yellow corn, and one that will please you. Contains 16 to 20 rows on the cob, deep and solidly 
set; makes the finest appearance when shelled, but equally beautiful in the ear. It grows a strong, rank, rugged 


Ratekin’s Mammoth lowa Yellow Dent. 
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Ratekin’s Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent 


stalk of medium height, very profuse blades; the ears are set midway of the stalk, 3%4 to 4 feet from ground, thin 
husk and small shank or neck at butt of ear, making it very easy to husk or snap; ears run from 8 to 12 inches 
long and from 7% to 8% inches in circumference; every stalk bears from one to two good ears, there being no bar- 
ren stalks whatever in seasons of ordinary moisture or normal conditions, and withal a wonderful drouth resister. 


EARLY MATURITY: In breeding this new variety of corn we have kept uppermost in mind a LARGE 
EARED, EARLY MATURING VARIETY that would make itself in 90 to 110 days, producing the maximum yield. 

PRICE: 1 1b., 30c, postpaid; 3 lbs., 75c; 7 lbs. (enough to plan one acre), $1.25, postpaid; one choice ear, 40c; 
by express or freight, purchaser’s expense, peck, $1.25; % bu., $2.25; 1 bu., $4.00; 5 bu. and over, $3.75 per bushel. 
For larger quantities write for prices. Prices include bags free, f. 0. b. Shenandoah, Iowa. If wanted in the ear, 
crated, add“75c per bushel to foregoing prices. z 


NOTE: It has been pointed out by the Department of Agriculture of various state experimental stations and 
demonstrated beyond question that by suitable crosses of varieties and strains of corn, when thoroughly hybri- 
dized, and after having formed a well-developed character it has shown to be of greater productive power, giving 
materially larger and better yields than either its parents. This point has also been brought to attention through 
farm bulletins issued by the Department of Agriculture at Washington, and already this method of improving the 
yield of corn has been taken up by a goodly number of advanced, progressive corn growers. This method, how- 
ever, requires time, patience and a good degree of intelligence and a good judge of corn to go through all the 


munitions, combine and bring out the best results.. We have given six years’ hard study and close attention to. 


every detail in crossing and hybridizing this new variety of corn. Yet, while experimenting on this, we have been 

trying many other crosses, and this new introduction is the SUPREME SUCCESS AND RESULT of all. 

EE Ma LSE EET OL AT REMIT ee mime ete PE hte tt a a ease as 
Plymouth County, Iowa, Dec. 1st, 1912. Your Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent proved a great success 


Gentlemen: Replying to your letter of recent date am 
pleased to say that my crop grown from your Mammoth 
Iowa Yellow Dent Corn and seed I sent to you for has proven 
a great success for me here this year, making an average 
yield of sixty-eight bushels per acre, and at least ten bush- 
els better yield than any other variety I planted this year. 

Very truly yours, J. W. MILLER. 


Kossouth County, Iowa, Nov. 28th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I am well pleased with your Mammoth 
Iowa Yellow Dent, both in yield and early maturity, and 
can fully recommend it as being well adapted to this latitude 
and locality. My crop from it made an average yield of 
sixty-four bushels per acre, and was out of the way of frost 
by September 15th. Very truly, S. E. BLOEMKER. 


Your Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent is surely the corn 
for this country. It made better for me the past season 
two to one than any other variety grown in this locality. 
Besides it is a month earlier than any of our home-grown 
sorts. B. F, HUDSON, McLennan County, Texas. 


: Sangamon County, Ill, Nov. 27th, 1912. 

Gentlemen: I have been well pleased with all the seed 
I have purchased from you for the past three years, and was 
especially pleased with the Big Mammoth Yellow Dent I got 
from you last spring. I have found this to be the best va- 
riety of yellow corn I have ever grown. Best in yield and 
the earliest to mature. You can safely recommend it to the 
farmers of Illinois, and it will not disappoint their best ex- 
pectations. Respectfully, F. W. COLLINS. 


St. Joseph County, Ind., Nov. 15th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I purchased seed corn from you in 1910 and 
1911, and again last spring, and have always been _ well 
pleased with quality of seed and crops grown from it, but I 
want to especially mention the Big Mammoth Yellow Dent 
gotten from you last spring. I have grown the finest crop 
from this that I have even grown in my twenty years’ ex- 
perience aS a corn grower. It is sure the corn for this 
country, giving enormous yield, even size large ears, and 
every stalk producing one and two ears. Wishing you every 

success, I remain, yours very truly, 
W. S. STAPLETON. 


Marion County, Ind., Dec. 7th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Last spring I sent to you for two bushels of 
your Mammoth Yellow Dent Seed Corn, and must tell you 
about it. I planted May 10th. It came up quickly and grew 
off rapidly from the start. I gave it no extra cultivation. It 
matured ten days ahead of any of our ordinary varieties, and 
made a yield of twenty bushels more per acre than any of 
them. It has proven a great success. I am well pleased, 
and will plant no other variety the coming season. With best 

wishes I am, your truly, J. W. WOOLSEY. 


Warrick County, Ind., Nov. 25th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Your Mammoth Yellow Dent did well for me 
and made twenty bushels better yield per acre than any of 
our best native varieties. It is sure all you claim for it, ‘‘The 
Best Yellow Dent Corn Grown.” Large ears and early to 
mature. Long may you live and prosper. Sincerely yours. 
M. C. CHRISTIAN. 


Breckenridge County, Ky., Nov. 20th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Your Mammoth Yellow Dent came through 
with flying colors for me. I have found it the best yellow 
corn I have ever before tried. In short, it is good enough 
for me, and I will plant no other the coming season. My en- 
tire crop made an average yield of over ninety bushels per 
acre, and was fully fifteen days earlier to mature than any 
of our ordinary sorts. Send me your 1912 catalog as soon 

as ready for mailing. Yours truly, 
FRED LOENHARDT. 


here for me this year. 
JOHN W. BURROWS, Christian County, Ky. 


RATEKIN’S MAMMOTH IOWA YELLOW DENT beats 
them all. Just the corn I have been looking for. Will plant 
my entire crop to it the coming season. 

SAMUEL CHEATHAM, Logan County, Ky. 


Am well pleased with your Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent. 
Grew the best and biggest corn crop from it this year I have 
ever grown; seventy-two bushels per acre and a month ear- 
lier than other sorts. 


A. C. McKINNEY, Boyd County, Ky. 


__Ratekin’s Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent is the greatest 
yielder I have ever planted. It’s the corn for this country. 
Will plant no other the coming season. 

SAMUEL RUMBAUGH, Fayette County, Ky. 


Your Mammoth Yellow Dent is all right. Largest yield 


and earliest to mature. There is none like it. 
L, L, HOWARD, Henderson County, Ky. 


Mammoth Yellow Dent is the corn for’ me. You will 
never improve on it. It is large, even and uniform, and 
very early to mature, and the best yielder I have ever tried. 

JOE NORTH, Montgomery County, Tenn. 


Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent received and planted April 
25th on strong bottom land; had ordinary cultivation; made a 
yield of eighty-six bushels per acre and came to maturity two 
weeks ahead of any of our eariest field sorts. 

SAMUEL PATERSON, Davidson County, Tenn. 


Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent takes the cake. Received 
and planted April 17th and 18th; good land and good culti- 
vation; matured early and made a yield of seventy-six bushels 
per acre of finest corn grown in this country. 

FRED TYLER, Shelby County, Tenn. 


Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent has proven a great success 
here last year. I planted April 10th; land in fine condition; 
got an excellent stand, and the best yield ever grown in this 
Oe eat making seventy-four bushels per acre for every acre 
planted. 

THOMAS SQUIRES, Washington County, Miss. 


I have always had good success from corn seed I got 
from you, but among all the best was your Mammoth Iowa 
Yellow Dent the past season, when I got a yield of seventy- 
three bushels per acre from my entire crop. It’s early, 
large and fine for this country. Will plant no other the 


coming season. 
J. C..PERRY, Le Flore County, Miss. 


I grew a bumper crop from your Mammoth Iowa Yel- 
low Dent the past season and can fully recommend it for 
this country. It is much larger in stalk and ear, and ma- 
tures a month ahead of any of our native sorts, and yields 
two to one more and better corn per acre. 

SAMUEL PARKER, Hunt County, Texas. 


Your Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent came through with 
sailing colors, and has proven the best corn ever intro- 
duced into this part of the country. Send your 1913 catalog 
as soon as ready, 

L. W. COOPER, Robinson County, Texas. 


Dubuque County, Iowa, Dec. 5th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I was well pleased with the seed corn, Rat- 
ekin’s Iowa Yellow Dent, received from you last spring, and 
have found it everything you recommended it to be. It is a 
large-eared, early maturing corn, one of the best yielding 
varieties I have ever grown. Truly yours, 
. L. M. EVERETT. 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 9 


Ratekin’s Big Banner White 


(Ratekin’s Big Banner White). 


Here is another new introduction, never catalogued until last year, although introduced in a limited way by us two years 
ago, and from the splendid reports that have come to us from everywhere, as well as our own experience and knowledge 
of its breeding, its adaptability to a wide range of conditions, including climate and soil, we have not the least hesitation in 
recommending this corn to our customers and the trade in general everywhere. 


This corn is a cross between two of the best known varieties grown. Briefly told, it is a cross between Ratekin’s Iowa 
Silver Mine and Boone County White, which we have been hybridizing and breeding up to a distinct character for the past 
seven years; thus establishing a variety of strong character, uniformity in size, color and shape, which we have aimed to ac- 
complish before offering it as a new introduction. At the beginning, we started out knowing these varieties could be blended 
together in a way that would be an improvement over either of them, and we now have perfected in this new corn a variety 
that we believe will become more famous than either its parents have ever been. 


As every farmer knows who has tried it the Iowa Silver Mine has proven of greater tenacity, life and vigor to resist unfavor- 
able conditions, extreme drouth, hot weather, ete., than any other variety of corn in existence—that is a variety that does 
better on poor, thin or old land, and yet on good rich land it has shown larger and bigger yields than any other variety in the 


world, has also taken more premiums and prizes at county, state and national fairs and corn shows than any other variety of 
corn in existence. 


The Boone County White, with which the cross is made, is a somewhat larger eared and larger stalk than Iowa Silver 
Mine; also somewhat later, requiring ten to twenty days longer to mature, but we believe in this cross we have combined to- 
gether one of the best varieties of corn that has ever been produced. This prediction has been so thoroughly verified from 
our experience and reports from those who tried this corn out last year that we feel justified in giving our unqualified en- 
dorsement and recommendation of it to the farmers, and ‘we want every corn grower who plants corn to try it the coming 
season. 


DESCRIPTION:. Ratekin’s Big Banner White is a pure bred white variety; every stalk produces from one to two good well 
developed ears, running from eight to twelve inches in length and from seven to 8% inches in circumference, containing 
from sixteen to twenty-two rows deep grains solidly set on a medium size cob;. stalks grow from seven to twelve feet in height, 
dependent on ground planted on; broad blades and a lot of them, making it an excellent variety for fodder or ensilage pur- 
poses; matures in 100 to 110 days from planting, and yields on good corn land under ordinary tillage from sixty to 100 bushels 
per acre, good, sound, solid, well matured corn. 


PRICE: Postpaid, one ear, 40c; 1 Ib., 30c; 3 lbs., 75c; 7 Ibs. (enough to plant one acre), $1.25; by freight or express, pur- 
chaser’s expense, peck, $1.00; % bu., $1.75; 1 bu., $3.00; 2 bu., $5.50; 4 bu. and over, $2.50 per bushel. If wanted in ear, boxed, 
add 75c per bushel to above prices. : 


: Dubuque County, Iowa, Dec. 10th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: You may be interested to. know my experience and results from RATEKIN’S BIG BANNER WHITE Seed 
Corn, obtained from you last spring. I have just finished husking my corn crop and find this corn gave me an average yield 
of NINETY-SEVEN BUSHELS PER ACRE and over thirty bushels better yield than any other variety grown on my farm; all 
-under same exact conditions. Shall remember you again when in* want of any seeds. Very truly yours, . 
‘ FRED J. SCHICK. 
5. ghee Storey County, Iowa, Nov. 20th, 1912. 
5 Gentlemen: I have just finished harvesting my corn crop and have been waiting until it was all gathered, in order to make 
intelligent report. I planted May 13th and 14th and my crop from your Big Banner White. was sufficiently matured by Sep- 
tember 15th to be out of the way of any injury from frost, and my entire crop, thirty-two acres of it, gave me a yield of 
seventy-six bushels per acre, weighed out of the field at seventy-five pounds per bushel. It has surely proven all you claim for 
-it and has proven the best in both:yield and quality of any variety I have ever grown ‘and I have been a corn grower for 
over thirty years. Very truly yours,;. ~  *. ” 9 SAMUEL J. KURTZ. 


: 


/ . . ; : vedantic Sage <a ; . Mcizean County, Illinois, Dee. ist, 1912. 
Gentlemen: In regard to the seed corn obtaned from you last spring, RATEKIN’S BIG’BANNER*WHITE, would say I 
have found in it just what I have been looking for; an early high yielding variety, for the past ten years. I planted forty 
acres from the six bushels of seed obtained from you May 15th, 16th, 17th and 1t8h, and from this forty acres I have har- 
vested 2880 bushels of the soundest, best corn I ever put into my cribs. This was an average of seventy-two bushels per 
acre. My crop was harrowed once when coming through the ground and afterward plowed three times—had no extra cultiva- 
tion. Allow me to again thank you for the high germinating qualities of seed sent me; also for your prompt action in shipment. 

Very truly yours, HERMAN SCHMITT. 


10 
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Diamond Joe’s Big White 


The World’s Greatest Yielding White Corn. 
153 Bushels Per Acre. (Select Ears.) 4 
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FOR FULL DESCRIPTION SEE NEXT PAGE. 
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Diamond Joe’s Big White 


A. W. Builer, Plymouth County, 
Mass. Awarded First Prize, New 
England Corn Show, 132% Bushels of 
Diamond Joe’s Big White Per Acre. 


After wh s orig- 


The Big Early. White Corn That Has Captivated The ‘Eptire Corn World. pee er 


perfected a true type and character to Diamond Joe’s Big White and catalogued it the first time, seven years -ago, we 
believed then, as it has proven, and we now know, that it would mark a new-era in the corn growing -world. The first 
year we offered and catalogued it we bespoke for it a bright future that meantsa streak of gold to the man who planted 
it. We had but about seven thousand bushels of this variety to offer that year, but on our recommendation and the réeord 
of this new variety of corn we sold out and our stock was exhausted long before*corn planting season begun, and we were 
compelled to return cash and orders for aS much more. Everywhere tried and tested, north, South, east and west, it has 
proven a wonderful success, producing enormous yields and maturing as early as the earliest varieties. Since that time we 
have grown it more extensively than any other white variety, increasing our acreage more and more each year,. but every 
year we have sold out before planting season was over. All who have been fortunate enough to secure and. plant this corn 
have won a prize by doubling their yields. In fact, it would make one gasp with astonishment to see and read the 
hundreds of letters and reports we have received from those who have planted and grown crops from it. Many of the re- 
' ports are almost unbelievable, while all are loud in their praise. On another page will be found a few only of the hundreds of 
Similar letters we have had from our customers, and, strange to say, we have never had a complaint from a customer after 
his crop was made. 

DESCRIPTION: Stalks are large, strong and robust, growing to a height of 8 to 12 feet, dependent upon the land; very 
deep, heavy root, almost equal to sorghum or broom corn, thus a great drouth resister; broad blades and many of them; 
ears 8 to 12 inches: long and 7 to 8 inches in circumference; 16to 22 rows, deep grains, solidly set rows on a medium size cob; 
eobs white. This corn has been carefully bred with an eye single to yield and early maturity, not for show purposes, every 
stalk producing one to three good ears. It is not only adapted to good, strong ground, but will do better and return larger 
yields on old, poor, thin or hilly ground than any other variey in existence. Insshort, it is the embodiment of all ‘the good 
qualities contained in all the best varieties. It’s’ the sure thing—all we claim for it. Our seed stock of this. corn is excep- 
tionally fine this year (extra choice), having been grown from absolutely pure seed stock, and we have made a selection 
of the most choice ears, and hope to be able to fill every order promptly that comes to us this year. 


aes Clark County, Mo., Feb 28th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: The Diamond Joe’s Big White I got from 
you last year made a remarkable record for me. Practically 
every grain grew and every stalk produced from one to two 
good ears, greatly increasing the yield over other varieties. 
Enclosed find my order for seed for the coming season. 
Truly yours, ROSCOE G. THOMPSON. 


é Lowell, N. C., Feb. 15th, 1912. 
Gentiemen: In 1910 I sent to you for some of your 
Diamond Joe’s Big White, and it has simply proven the 
finest corn that was ever grown in this locality, but I, un- 
fortunately Jost seed from of it and want to send direct to 
you for seed the coming season. Please send me your cata- 
logue. Respectfully yours, MRS J. B. ABERNATHEY. 


Lanasco, Texas, Feb. 20th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I sent to you for some Diamond Joe’s Big 
White Corn three years ago, and I was well pleased with it. 
Never have found any variety of corn that has- given as 
good results, but lost my seed and I am herewith enclos- 
ing you an order for four bushels of this variety. Kindly 
ship prompt onm*receipt of this order. Truly yours, 
I. B. J. SILER: 


Moro, Ill, April ist, 1912: 
Gentlemen:: Please give us your best prices on seed 
corn.. We have handled your seed corn for the past two 
years and have planted it on our own farms and have ob- 
tained splendid: results. _Give us your best dealers’ prices. 
Very truly yours, LANTERMAN BROS. 


tS 
: # 


POINTS OF SUPREMACY OVER OTHER VARIETIES. 


It is pure and a distinct variety. 


& Ole OD 


It is a strong, vigorous, robust grower from the start. 

It is absolutely free from barren stalks, every stalk bearing one or more well developed ears. 

It is very early to mature, making itself anywhere in 100 days or less. 

It will thrive and do well in extreme drouth, where other varieties fail. 

“BIAMOND JOE’S BIG WHITE” is a superior variety of corn from every point of view. If you are looking for the corn 


that will make you the most bushels and the most money, stop right now and order enough to plant your entire crop. It’s 


the corn that will do it. 


PRICES: Sample eg postpaid, 25c; 1 Ib., postpaid, 20Go 1b., 70c; 7 lbs. (enough to plant one acre), $1.25; peck, 75c; half 


bu., $1.40; 1 bu., $2.50; 
box, add 5 per bushel to foregoing prices. 


2 bu., $4.50; 5 bu. and upward, $2. 20 per bu. Bags included, f. 0. b. Shenandoah. If wanted in ear or 
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“LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE” 


“The people voice the sentiment. They know whether a thing 
is right or wrong. They Know whether it is good, bad or indifferent. 
They praise it if it is good and condemn it if it is bad. The opinion 
of the people is worth a hundred times more than the opinion of the 
man who owns the proposition that is being talked about.” 


TESTIMONIALS FROM THE PEOPLE. 


Brockton, Plymouth County, Mass., March 15th, 1912, 
Ratekin’s Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa. 

Gentlemen: You sent me some fine seed corn again last spring, ‘‘Dia- 
mond Joe’s Big White,’ and I got a perfect stand, the best I ever had, but 
a hailstorm came along and put my corn crop off the map. I am, however, 
going to try for 150 bushels per acre this year, and expect to make it if I 
get as good a stand as last year. This is pretty big talk, but you will re- . 
member that I GREW THE PRIZE WINNING CROP AT THE GREAT 
NEW ENGLAND CORN SHOW three years ago, and was AWARDED 
$100 IN GOLD for the LARGEST YIELD per acre in the contest of all the 
New England States. That year I grew an average of 132%% bushels per 
acre shelled corn from Diamond Joe’s Big White I got from you. (See 
Illustration on page 10). Please ship my order at earliest convenience, and 
oblige very truly yours, A.. WEBSTER BUTLER. 


Detroit, Mich., April 4. 
Gentlemen: From half bushel of Diamond Joe’s Big White got from 
you last spring I planted three acres on old land. Notwithstanding this I 
Brew and obtained a trifle over THREE HUNDRED BUSHELS of corn 
from the THREE ACRES. I might add that we had the worst drouth known 
in this part of the country. I planted May 15th, matured and harvested 
October ist. Very truly yours, CHARLES C. SCHNEIDER. 


’ Lincoln County, Okla., Feb. 10. 

Gentlemen: I am pleased to tell you that: your Diamond Joe’s Big 
White makes good, rain or no rain. I planted the séed got from you in 
good time, but we had it extremely dry here. Never had but one rain from 
time it came up until it was too late to be of benefit to corn, yet it made a 
good crop and about three times as. much per acre as our best native 
sorts. Anyone could go into the field and tell to a row and to the last hill 
where Diamond Joe was planted. I shall plant no other variety this year. 
Truly yours,- : JAMES F. JORDON. 


Farmers and others have been attracted by the exhibition of corn that 
has been in the window at Dilley’s store for some time. It was grown by 
J. W: Dale, and two acres produced 207 bushels and fifty pounds, which is 
perhaps the largest yield of corn ever known in this community. Mr. Dale 
says the moles took many of the seed, and but for this fact the yield would 
have been even better. In gathering the corn great care was taken to keep 
the top and bottom ears, main crop, sucker ears and nubbins separate. The 
choicest of the main crop Mr. Dale will save for seed. 

he corn is white, long, even ears, and is known as “RATEKIN’S DIA- 
MOND JOE.’’ The ground was in good order for planting, but no extra 
work was done in the way of cultivation.—Mitchell Tribune, Indiana. 
Tremont, Ill., March 21, 1912. 

Gentlemen: I would like one of your 1912 catalogues as soon as I can 
get it. I want some seed corn. I sent to you some _ years ago for seed 
corn, and can say it was about as fine as any seed I have ever seen. I 
don’t believe there was a kernel that didn’t grow. In fact, I was more than 
surprised at how well it come. Very truly yours, JOHN DAY. 

Baltimore City, Md., Jan. 8, 1912. 

I have read your catalogue and planted your seed since 1907, and I am 
now raising 200 bushels of corn per acre. Please send me your 1912 cata- 
logue, so that I can select what seed I want for the coming season. Thank- 
ing you in advance for this favor, I am truly yours, JESSIE DeHOFF. 

Scotch Plains, N. J., March 6, 1912. 

Gentlemen: I got some of your Daimond Joe’s Big White seed corn from 
you four years ago and had good success from it. I am now in want of 
some seed potatoes. Kindly send me your catalogue at earliest convenience. 

Truly yours, HERMAN. TOMS. 
Lytle, Colo., March 9, 1912. 

Gentlemen: I live fifteen miles southeast of Pike’s Peak and nineteen 
miles from Colorado Springs. I have been planting your Diamond Joe’s Big 
White corn here for a number of years, and am well pleased with it, but 
have always received my seed a little late and have not been able to plant 
as early as I would have liked, but under the conditions it has done re- 
markably well. I am sending you an order for 3% bushels of this variety, 
and hope you will give it prompt attention. I want to get my seed and 
have it at hand when conditions for planting are good. Rush it along. 

Yours very truly, W. C. DOCKUM. 
Amelia, Ohio, Feb. 22, 1912. 

I had a small package of Diamond Joe’s Big White last year, and am so 
favorably impressed with it I am sending you an order for my entire crop 
this year. MRS. FRANK SUHR. 

Oakton, Ky., May 6th, 1912. 

Gentlemen: I have been growing your Diamond Joe’s Big White for the 
past two years, but have lost out on seed. Please send me your catalogue 
with prices. I shall want ten bushels of this variety this year. Advise how 
quickly you can make shipment. Truly yours, VES KELLEY, 

£olon, Iowa, May 1s*, 1912. 

Gentlemen: I see by my paper that you are still in the seed corn bus- 
iness. I sent to you seven years ago for seed corn and got the best corn 
that I have ever grown. I am in need of seed corn for the coming season. 
Please send me your catalogue by return mail. Very truly yours, 

JOE LENOCH. 
Hartington, Neb., April 28th, 1912. 

Gentlemen: T sent to you twelve years ago and got the best seed corn 

I have ever planted, but will have to buy seed corn this year. Please send 
me your catalogue and let me hear from you at earliest convenience. 
Diamond Joe’s Big White, Truly yours, GEO. W. DEMIRST. 
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“LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE” 


And You Will Seldom Go Wrong. 
WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT “DIAMOND JOE’S BIG WHITE.” 


: Emerald, Neb., March 10th, 1912. Bronte, Texas, Feb. 8rd, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I ordered my seed from you last year, in- Gentlemen: I am sending to you for some Diamond 
cluding some Diamond Joe’s Big White, and think it the best Joe’s Big White seed corn. I have planted your Diamond 
investment I ever made. Send me your 1912 catalogue by Joe’s Big White in north Texas for a number of years. It 
return mail, as I will want seed again this year. ripens and matures there three to four weeks earlier than 
Truly yours, G. C. DEINERT. any of the ordinary native sorts. In fact, was always in 
Rock City, Ill., March 12th, 1912. roasting ear when the native varieties begun to tassel. 
Gentlemen: The seed corn you sent me was fine, and I Rush seed along. Very truly yours. OF CEBVBY.. 
am enclosing herewith another order. Truly yours. Canile, Ariz., March ist, 1912 
: ROBERT MARSH. Gentlemen: Please send me a copy of your 1912 catalogue 
Winnieywood, Okla., March 2nd, 1912. and give me best prices on two bushels of Diamond Joe’s 
Gentlemen: I have received the seed corn ordered from Big White. F have planted this corn here with excellent 
you and I am well pleased. It looks good to me. good results. However, I lost out on my seed for this year. 
Truly yours, S. W. ALLEN. An early reply with your catalogue will be appreciated. 
Albion, Iowa, Feb. 23d, 1912. Very truly yours, WM. E. BOWER. 
Gentlemen: Five years ago I sent to you for seed corn, La Flore County, Okla., Feb. 17th, 1912. 
and from it I have each year obtained splendid results. I Gentlemen: The Diamond Joe’s White I got from you 
like it so well I want to give you another order if you: are last year came to the front in excellent shape, although we 
still engaged in the seed trade. Please send me a copy of had a very severe drouth. I made as much per acre from it 
your 1912 catalogue at earliest convenience. as lots of my neighbors made from twenty acres planted 
Very truly yours, MRS. BELLE HOBBS. from native sorts. Truly yours, Cc. A. COATE. 
_ Brookville, Fla., Jan. 26th, 1912. Hunt County, Texas, Feb. 21st, 1913. 
Gentlemen: The Diamond Joe’s Big White seed corn I Gentlemen: Please send me a copy of your 1912 seed 
got from you has proven a great success. It even did bet- catalogue. I have planted your Diamond Joe’s Big White 
ter and made better than you claim for it. Send me a copy Corn here for the past four years, and have never. found 
of your 1912 catalogue by return mail, as I shall want a anything that has given as good results. My seed has be- 
good quantity of seeds of various kinds as quick as I can get come mixed with other varieties, and will want new seed 
them. Truly yours, M. S. ZIMMERLY. this year. I could buy seed here much cheaper, but prefer 
Ashdown, Ark., Feb. 10th, 1912. sending direct to you for my seed, as I always get much 
Gentlemen: I have just moved here from Missouri. Be- better results from your seed than from seed purchased from 
fore coming here I planted your Diamond Joe’s Big White any of our local leaders. Very truly yours, 
in Missouri with splendid results. Will want enough to é ‘ SILAS D. LACKEY. 
plant my crop here this year. Please send me your cata- Pontiac, Mich., Feb. 14th, 1912. 
logue by return mail. Very truly yours, BE. F, FIX. Gentlemen: I have had such wonderful success from 
Osceola, Mo., Feb. 13th, 1912. the seed corn that I bought from you last year I feel confi- 
= Gentlemen: I have planted and grown crops from your dent my neighbors will want a lot of seed corn this year, and 
Diamond Joe’s Big White for the past two years and find it if you can supply us will be glad to hear from you. Give me 
everything you claim for it. Please send me your 1912 cat- your best wholesale prices in quantity lots. Truly yours, 
_alogue. Truly yours, Cc. C. LAIR. A. M. BUTLER. 


Seed Corn---Best Varieties 


66 ” would doubtless apply to one single variety, but in our extensive business and specialty, 

The Best of All that of growing seed corn for the wholesale and retail mail order trade, we have ericitited 
and selected a large number of the leading and best varieties known or grown. .Some farmers think one variety the best, 
while others may choose another. Some sorts are especially suited to one locality, or for intended purposes, while others 
may be best suited or adapted to their requirements. For these reasons we shall endeavor only to bring out the character 
points of each, leaving it to our customer to make his own choice. If, however, you are in doubt, write us and we will be 
glad to assist you in every way we can. OUR TWENTY-NINE YEARS’ EXPERIENCE with that of a hundred thousand or 
more farmers scattered all over the United States who have planted our seed corn is at your command. ALL OUR VARIE- 
TIES HAVE BEEN IMPROVED and GROWN FROM THE BEST STRAINS, and if there were other better or more popu- 
lar sorts we surely would grow them here in this GARDEN OF EDEN FOR GROWING CORN. 


5 b) g The corn we Sell is grown from seed which has been brought to such a degree 
Again Is It Worth It Ss Cost? of perfection on our seed farms as to render it of great value. It repEeiente the 


labor of many years and an expenditure of a very large sum of money. It has behind it the history of big crops. We know 
when you plant it, barring flood or drouth, it will yield heavily. Is this care worth thirty cents an acre to anyone planting 


corn? 5 

It is a well known fact, long conceded, that the Nishnabotna Valley of Southwestern Iowa 
Corn and Cornology. is noted as the world’s most famous corn growing district, where corn has been brought 
to its highest perfection, capable of imparting a vitality that is retained wherever transplanted for a number of years. To 
prove this theory is only necessary to cite the fact that imported wheat, oats and other cereal crops from Russia, Turkey, Crimea, 
Sweden, western Canada and other foreign countries have not only increased, but doubled our yields in this country. What’s 
the explanation? It is because the seed was grown and imported from its most natural home, where propagated to the high- 
est degree of perfection. Now days and since the practical progressive corn growers have blazed out the way and made 
new discoveries theoretical experts and corn ologists have sprung up like hot house plants grown over night, who under- 
take to tell you more about seed corn and corn growing than the practical, successful corn growing farmer learned in fifty 
years ’experience. 


4 

eye = Choosing varieties adapted to your climate, soil and lat- 
Seed Corn and Varieties For Your Locality. _itude is a very important factor. A great many fail- 
ures in sending away for seed corn are due to the customer’s selecting the variety he thinks he wants instead of the 
eorn that is best suited to his locality. In view of-this I shall venture to make some suggestions that may help you in a 
general way in making your selections. Of course I realize that conditions often vary in the same state. For instance, be- 
tween northern and southern Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. Therefore you should take these suggestions in a 
general way. Practically any of the following varieties will be all right for,the southern half of Iowa or in line or south 
of that latitude, east and west, from western Nebraska to eastern Ohio. Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent, Boone County White, 
Reid’s Yellow Dent and Wallace’s Favorite are not safe for main crop further north, but should be grown on a small scale 
with a view of acclimation and selection of a type suitable for your climate. Yet under favorable conditions any of them will 
ripen and make enormous crops as far north as the southern Minnesota line, but for an absolute certain, well-matured crop 
we advise planting medium early varieties, such as Pride of Nishna, Iowa Gold Mine, Ratekin’s Gold Standard 90-day corn, 
Queen of Nishna, Alaska Northwestern Dent, Diamond Joe’s Big White, Iowa Silver Mine, Silver King (Wisconsin No. 7), 
and Pride of the North. For Missouri, southern Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Kansas, and from there south to the Gulf coast, plant 
Mammoth Iowa Yellow Dent, Pride of Nishna, Reid’s Yellow Dent, Legal Tender, Gold Standard Leaming, Diamond Joe’s 
Big White, Iowa Silver Mine, Ratekin’s Banner White, Boone County White and Wallace’s Favorite. From Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, New Jersey and southern New York plant medium early varieties, like Diamond Joe’s Big White, Ratekin’s 
Banner White, Iowa Silver Mine, Pride of Nishna, Gold Standard Leaming, Iowa Gold Mine and Reid’s Yellow Dent. For 
horthern New York and the New England states we recommend our early varieties, such as Queen of Nishna. Gold Stand- 
ard 90-day corn, Pride of North and our early mammoth flint varieties. Except where corn _is grown for ensilage purposes 
Plant Pride of Nishna, Gold Standard Leaming, Reid’s Yellow Dent, Diamond Joe’s Big White, Ratekin’s Banner White, 
or any other standard varieties, such as we grow here in Iowa for general field crop. 
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Ratekin’s lowa Silver Mine White Corn 


THE GREATEST RECORD OF ANY WHITE CORN IN THE WORLD. 


Ratekin’s Iowa Silver Mine White, Never Fails. 


FAMOUS CORN! BEST LOVED CORN; MORE WIDELY KNOWN AND PLANTED THAN ANY CORN IN THE WORLD; 


HAS GREATEST RECORD OF ANY CORN ON EARTH. It’s an early maturing corn. It is a corn for the north, south, east 
and west; it gladdens the farmers heart at harvest time; makes good where other sorts fail. It brings prosperity to the man 


who plants it. 

We have been growing and improving this variety of white corn for sixteen years—made it our leader prior to intro- 
ducing our -Diamond Joe’s Big White—have sold and sent out approximately 500,000 bushels seed of it to all parts of this 
country, including every state in the Union, also to many of the foreign countries—Central Europe, South Africa, Austria, 
Philippine Islands, New Zealand, Argentine and South America, and everywhere it has given a good account of itself. It is 
adapted to a wider range of conditions than any variety of corn known or grown. It has shown the greatest PRIZE RECORD 
FOR YIELD at county, district and state fairs, corn shows and farmers institutes of any variety of corn in the world. 
Possibly others have won premiums over it in exhibitions of ears, but this was in the skill and judgment of the exhibitor in 
the selecting of ears that conformed nearest to the score card upon which points were judged, but such prizes and awards 
amount to nothing. IT’S the BIG BUSHELS the farmer wants and is after when he plants his field crop for feeding and 
for market purposes. 


66 02.69 : O ” .Is noted for its great vitality to withstand and resist extreme conditions of 
Ratekin Ss Iowa Silver Mine weather, wet or dry; also hot weather, and makes good crops where other 
sorts wither, burn up and perish under dry, hot winds and scorching sunshine.’ Bach year that we have grown this corn we 
have sought to select and improve it in every way possible, not so much to increase the size of the ears, but to increase the 
uniformity of size and also the number of ears to the stalk, and have thus eliminted all barren, weak and sickly stalks, and 
have brought it up to the highest standard of PERFECTION, both in YIELD and EARLY MATURITY. 
There is searcely a township or neighborhood anywhere that corn is grown but what some of your neighbors can tell you 
about “RATEKIN’S IOWA SILVER MINE” and the splendid results obtained from it. In view of this we do not deem it neces- 
sary, if space would permit, to print even a partial list of testimonials we have received pertaining to this wonderful corn. 


66 el ~ - ”? Is not a new variety, but is one of the oldest and best known sorts, 
Ratekin Ss Iowa Silver Mine Corn and on account of its great popularity and wonderful record it has 
made, there are thousands of bushels of mongrel white corn offered and sold every year under the name of Iowa Silver Mine 
that is no kin to RATEKIN’S PURE BRED STOCK, and is incomparable in every essential quality with RATEKIN’S genuine 
stock that has been kep* pure and bred up and improved from year to year. 
(See next page for description, page 15). 
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~ Ratekin’s Iowa Silver Mine White Corn 


THE GREATEST RECORD OF ANY WHITE CORN IN THE WORLD. 


1-9 = = ? Is as near drouth proof as any variety in existence, and being of extreme 
“Ratekin $s Iowa Silver Mine hardiness and vitality, will do better _on old, poor or hilly land than any 
variety known or grown. We-offer this corn to the eastern farmer as one of the very best for feeding and for ensilage pur- 
poses. In the Southern States, where we have sent tens of thousands of bushels during the past twelve years, it has proven 
the salvation to the country, and where we were Selling only a few bushels here and there a few years ago we are now Selling 
in car load lots to seed houses and dealers all over the South, including Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, Lousiana, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama and Georgia, from which points we do a large retail trade in North and South Carolina and 
Virginia. 

DESCRIPTION: Stalk—Medium in height, ranging from seven to ten feet high (dependent upon the land, hill or bottom 
ground); very-leafy broad blades and a lot of them. The type of this corn is very even and uniform; ears run from 9 to 12 
inches long, 16 to 20 rows of pure white kernels, solidly set on a medium small cob,-ears well filled out at 
butt and tip ends. The cob being small, it dries out rapidly while the corn is ripening. Thus it is always ready for feeding, 
husking and marketing earlier than any other of the leading standard varieties by fully two weeks. It is a most wonderful 
drouth resister, and stands the hot climate and early drouths in the South, where they sometimes are affected with these 
difficulties, better than any native or other sorts. Im addition to this all our lowa grown seed corn when planted in the 
South—Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, Georgia, Virginia, 
North and South Carolina—comes to maturity and ripens fully three to four weeks quicker and earlier than any of the native 
sorts, thus cutting off that much in the most critical period in the making and maturing of a corn crop, besides it comes into 
feeding and milling uses‘and purposes that much earlier. In short, briefly stated. OUR PURE BRED SEED CORN can be 
planted anywhere in the Central Western and Southern States with an absolute assurance of early maturity and an increased 
yield of from ten to forty bushels more per acre than can be obtained from the ordinary best varieties. RATEKIN’S IOWA 
SILVER MINE matures in from ninety to one hundred days here in Iowa. 

PRIZE RECORD—Everywhere. At one fair ten best ears took first prize, ten smaller ears second prize. Afterwards ten 
best took sweepstakes over all others, both white and yellow. Total premiums $95.00. Captured prize offered in 1896 for 
largest yield against all other sorts of any kind or color, yielding 215 bushels in Scott County, Iowa. In 1899 the Agricultural 
Society of Illinois offered three prizes for largest yield on one acre; Iowa Silver Mine was awarded all of them, 196, 176 and 
154 bushels per acre. It produced 215 bushels in_lowa, 211 in Indiana, 201 in Arkansas, 196 in Illinois, 145 in Nebraska, 144 
in Ohio, 137 bushels per acre in Texas. IT’S THE CORN FOR EVERYWHERE. I can fully recommend it. 

PRICE: Postage by mail, sample ear, 25c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 Ibs., 60c; 7 Ibs. (will plant one acre), $1.00. By freight or express 
at purchaser’s expense; peck, 50c; half bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 4 bu., $1.75; 5 to 10 bu. and over, $1.60 per bu. Bags free on board 
ears here. If wanted in ear, crated, add 75c per bu. to above prices. 


Piece lak the Tamworth Hog! Pigs For Sale at All Times; Land to Give Away to 
White Folks. Actual Settlers—Will Build You a House, Buy or Rent 
You a Farm at Actual Cost—We Plant Ratekin’s Seeds. 


Ratekin’s Seed House, Shenandoah, lowa: 


Bogue Chitto, Miss., July 31st, 1911. 


Gentlemen: Your “Silver Mine” and ‘‘Diamond Joe’’ Seed Corn has proved our salvation here this year on account of its 
earliness in getting ahead of the dry weather. On one measured acre we gathered seventy-five bushels of “Silver Mine,’ 
which is the average of our field. We are now raising a crop of ‘‘Pride of Nishna’’ on the same ground which is in full silk 
and tassel. Our neighbors called us foolish when we planted your northern seed corn, but now the laugh is on the other side, 
as the best any of them have done is about twenty-five bushels per acre. You can count on us a permanent patron in the 
future. We also wish to thank you for prompt replies and your all round courteous treatment during the whole time we have 


been doing business with you. Yours very truly, 


CAPT. F. A. JEMIGAN, Mgr. 


Boone County, Iowa, March 6. 
Ratekin’s Seed House: 

The twenty-seven bushels of Iowa Silver Mine Seed Corn 
purchased from you last year was planted all in one field of 
160 acres of land husked and weighed out every bushel at 
eighty pounds per bushel at husking time and yielded an 
average of over.seventy bushels per acre for entire field. 
Would have made much more had cutworms not damaged 
some of it badly. Respectfully. ; 

- S. S. McGRATH. 


Madison County, Ill., Jan. 20, 1912. 
Please send me a copy of your 1912 catalogue. In regard 
to Ratekin’s Iowa Silver Mine, also Diamond Joe’s Big 
White, I got from you several years ago will say if I had 
Known about them long before I did I would have raised 
HUNDREDS OF BUSHELS MORE ON THE SAME 
AMOUNT OF LAND than I did from ordinary varieties with 
same amount of labor. Yours truly, 
= WM. HERRMAN, Bethalto, Il. 


Hinton, Iowa, May ist, 1912. 
Ratekin’s Seed House: 
_._ The Silver Mine Seed Corn you sent to me is so sat- 
isfactory that I am encouraged to send you an order for 
some of your Iowa Gold Mine. Kindly advise me how 
you are fixed, and if you cah make prompt shipment. 
Very truly, E. P. HEIZER. 


Brooks, Iowa, April 3, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Enclosed find my check for $11.40, for 
which please send me six bushels of Iowa Silver Mine Seed 
Corn and the following list of garden seeds. I have or- 
dered and received seeds from you before, and I have al- 
Ways been well pleased. That is why I am sending back to 
you. Truly yours, F. F. NOLTE. 


I have, just received your catalogue, which reminds me 
to say I planted my crop to your IOWA SILVER MINE 
White Corn last year, and as a result find that if my entire 
crop had been planted from it I would have had three times 
as much corn per acre as I got from our best native sorts. 
In short, I found it everything you claim for it. 

JOHN W. WILSON, Wilson County, Tenn. 


The seed corn I bought for my Arkansas farms an4 sent 
to Clarence Vollmer, Ponset County, last year gave splendid 
satisfaction, although we had sixty-three days’ drouth, be- 
ginning July 8th. Enclosed find draft for $61.50 for tim- 
othy and Alsike clover seed. Ship promptly, same ad- 
dress as before given, Clarence Vollmer, Ponset County, 
truly yours, 


E. B. BOYD, Warren County- Tl. 
Mr. Boyd is one of our most valued customers. Never 
complains of price, but always says, ‘‘Send the best you 
have, and send your bill to me.” has bought over $1,000 
worth of seeds from us for his farms during the past five 
years. 


Du Page County, Ill, Dee. Ist. 
The IOWA SILVER MINE I got from you last spring, 
planted May 25th, had good cultivation; matured safely and 
soundly, ready to crib early in October; averaged seventy- 
two bushels per acre; quality fine; exhibited samples at 
Harvest Home exhibition this fall and was awarded first 
prize in a large number of exhibits—sharp competition. My 
corn ground was not of best, but measurably good. How- 
ever, other common sorts on same land and same clutiva- 
tion made but forty-five bushels per acre, a difference of 
twenty-seven bushels per acre in yield in favor of your 
SILVER MINE. I have given you the facts only, and you 

are at liberty to use this statement. Truly yours, 
M. F. OLDFIELD. 


f d d d d d d varieties, foll d by d oe 
THIS IS EASY ENOUGH. putter good ground comes good seed,and good varieties, followe y good cultiva 


No intelligent farmer can commence aright unless he is first possessed of 
the two former, with a will and determination to perform the third; for without good soil, good seed and good varieties I 
trust no farmer will expect a premium crop, however, even with ordinary or poor soil he can beat and distance the average 
of the country by far if he is possessed only with the two latter things named, good seed and varieties, and plenty of industry 


and proper cultivation. It is profit in anything that counts. 


Sixty or seventy bushels would give a handsome profit. 


If thirty bushels of corn to the acre pays expenses only then 


Ratekin’s “Towa Silver Mine”? will do this if you, Mr.Farmer, will do your part. We want you to read every page 
of this book and then say, ‘‘What others have done I, too, can do.” 
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Ratekin’s Pride of Nishna 


Grand, Glorious Corn. 


THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATES THE HIGHEST TYPE OF THIS FAMOUS CORN. 


“THE PURE QUILL.” 


© 0 This grand, glorious variety of Yellow Dent Corn was the first variety originated by my father 
Pride of Nishna. forty-five years ago, when he first settled in southwestern Iowa on a farm, long baton nae en- 
gaged in the seed business, and was the first Yellow Corn introduced by us twenty-nin@ years ago, when we began the seed 
business. At that time, in making selection of ears for photographic illustration, we dia not have in mind present-day ideas 
of some so-called seed corn specialists, but simply went to our seed house and selected out ears, just common ears of me- 
dium size that fairly represented variations of type and character. Every one knows that about all human beings look some- 
what alike, but seldom are there any two that look so nearly alike but what you can distinguish one from the other. The 
same rule applies to ears of corn, and out of the hundreds and thousands of bushels we have grown and hAndled we do not 
remember to have found two ears of corn when laid side by side but what we could find a difference somewhere. In making 
selection, however, for the above illustration of ears we have tried to match them up as nearly as we cquld, but when you look 
upon a beautiful illustration like the above don’t be carried away with the idea that every ear of corn you get or that you 
grow from it is going to be just like the picture you see, but from a field of this corn you can select plenty of ears just as 
good, fine and as near perfect as they represent, and by saving and planting them in an isolated plot for seed and watching 
them closely, keeping a record of the performances of each ear with the results, and cutting out all barren, weak and sickly 
stalks before they begin to shed and scatter their pollen, saving the best and most perfect ears for seed, you will then have 
begun to improve your yields the same as we did forty-five years ago, when we began the improvement of this corn. 


During the past twenty-nine years we have sold and sent out no less than a million bushels of this variety for seed—over 
seventy thousand bushels, wholesale and retail in 1912, making shipments to forty-two of the forty-eight states of this Union, 
including every county in Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, Indiana and Ohio, and every county in Nebraska and Kansas where corn 
is grown, and everywhere it has proven a great success and a tremendous yielder and top-notcher, always maturing in 100 
days in the North and in ninety days in the South. 


We fully recommend this variety for any county in the states of Iowa, Illinois, southern Wisconsin, Michigan and New 
York; also any part of Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia, and from there south to the coast. It is a splendid 
ensilage corn for states and localities further north than those mentioned. 


While this corn, owing to its great vigor and vitality, does well on poor, thin, sandy soil or old land, it, like other varieties, 
does best on strong, rich corn land. It is here that it attains its highest perfection and produces the heaviest yields, often 
making ninety to 100 bushels per acre, 

If you are a feeder you will find no corn that contains more nutritious fattening qualities than ‘Pride of Nishna.” If 
you market your crop you will not find any variety that will give more bushels of good, sound, solid, well-matured corn per 
acre. No corn grower will make any mistake if he plants his entire crop to “‘Ratekin’s Pride of Nishna.’’ We know whereof 
Wwe speak when we give you this advice. 

DESCRIPTION: The stalks grow from 8 to 12 feet high. dependent on the land—hill or bottom ground—stalks strong and ro- 
bust, very leafy, broad blades and plenty of them, making an excellent fodder or ensilage corn. Roots almost equal to that of 
sorghum, always resisting wind and storm and standing up well. Ears uniform in size+and shape, cylindrical from butt to tip, 
running from 9 to 12 inches long and 7 to 8 inches in circumference, containing from 16 to 20 rows of deep kernels solidly set 
on a medium small red cob, shelling 86 to 88 per cent grains and often even more. A wagon load of this corn weighs out two to 
four bushels more than ordinary varieties of .corn, thus proving its solidity. It is a golden yellow, and a big crib full of it isa 
beautiful sight to behold. Its potency or power to reproduce is so great that neither dry or wet weather influences its growth 
and maturity, as does many other sorts. By long and continued selection the barren, weak and sickly stalks have been 
eliminated, whieh has materially increased its yielding qualities. It is the earliest maturing large eared yellow corn known or 
grown, alwys making itself safely and soundly beyond danger of frost in from ninety to 100 days’ good corn Weather. Our word 
for it, it will please you in every respect. 

PRICE Postpaid, by mail, sample ear, 25c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c;: 7 lbs. (will plant one acre), $1.00: by freight or express 
at purchase:r’s expense, peck, 60c; half bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 4 bu., $1.75; $10 bu. or over, $1.60 per bushel. Rags free f. 0. b. Shen- 
andoah. If wanted in ear, crated, add 75e per bushel to above prices. (Five bushel lots and over at ten bushel prices). 
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Ratekin’s Pride of Nishna 


WHAT THE PEOPLE SAY. 
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Photo of “‘Ratekin’s Pride of Nishna.”’ 
Sixty-five bushels per acre. Grown in Hunt County, 
Texas in 1911. Drouthiest season in fifty years. No other 
corn made above ten bushels per acre. 


Hunt County, Texas, Jan. 10th, 1912. 
Ratekin’s Seed House: 

Gentlemen: I have not received your 1912 Seed Cata- 
logue. Please send one to me by return mail. 

With regard to the seed corn, three bushels ‘‘PRIDE 
OF NISHNA,” I got from you last spring, would say I per- 
haps grew the best crop in Hunt, Fannin, Collins or Grayson 
counties, the best corn counties in Texas. We have had a 
series of dry seasons in Texas for three years, culminating in 
a general burn-out last year. Conditions for the preparation 
of ground were never better, because we had no rain. I 
plowed my ground early and continued to work it thoroughly 
until March ist—meantime sent to you for my seed. It 
eame finer than silk, arriving March Ist, and I planted next 
day. As a result we had practically no rain during the corn 
growing season, BUT I GOT SIXTY-FIVE BUSHELS PER 
ACRE FROM MY ENTIRE CROP OF TWENTY ACRES. 
Am inclosing photograph of a few ears. It all averaged up 
with this. Sure it is drouth-proof. 

I want some Diamond Joe this year. Send catalogue at 
once. Truly yours. JOHN A. ARNOLD. 


Unionville, Mo., March 18, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Enclosed find money order for garden 
seeds. I sent to you a year ago for your Pride of Nishna 
Seed Corn, and while it was very dry here and most of the 
corn failed entirely I obtained a yield of fifty-five bushels of 
corn to the acre and got the best crop in this neighborhood. 
Very truly yours, FRANK E. BILLS. 


Blue Earth, Minn., Feb. 3, 1912. 
Please send me a copy of your catalogue. I am wanting 
some seed corn. I sent two years ago for some of your 
Pride of Nishna, and found it to be an excellent variety and 
well adapted to this country. It made good and matured 
safely and sound before frost. Let me hear from you by re- 
_turn mail and oblige, yours truly, JOHN FRANKE. 


Glasgow, Mo.,-Jan. 20th, 1912. 
Please send us a copy of your 1912 seed catalogue and 
the following samples of seeds. Some years ago We ordered 
Some Yellow Dent Seed Corn from you and have found it one 
of the best varieties for this locality ever introduced here. 
From our crop last year, 1911, we entered the corn contest 
at the Great Corn Show at Columbia, Mo., and was awarded 
FIRST PRIZE on the product in sharp competition for best 
exhibit. Very truly yours. THIES BROS. 


Pride of Nishna matured sovndly. Planted May 20th. 
Dry and sound October 10th. Made seventy-seven bushels per 
acre. JAMES CARPENTER, Lyon County, Iowa. 


i 


Pride of Nishna, planted May 19th, matured soundly 
September ist. Best and largest yield I ever raised. 
E. C. BEEBE, McHenry County, Ill. 


Pride of Nishna I got from you is fine. Best crop I ever 
raised. Made average yield of seventy-two bushels per 
acre. J. R. SHEARON, Union County, Neb. 


Pride of Nishna and Iowa Silver Mine are the finest corn 
in this country. Estimated yield by éverybody ninety to 100 
bushels per acre. 
MRS. L. E. WEBSTER, Tama County, Iowa. 


Pride of Nishna and Silver Mine ordered from you last 
spring done fine and matured soundly before frost. Pride 
of Nishna made yield of seventy-five bushels per acre, and 
think Silver Mine equally as good. 

O. J. LUND, Rock County, Wis. 


Seed corn got from you proved all right, first-class. Plant- 
ed May 19th; cultivated shallow four times; made splendid 


erop; well matured. 
WM. SAXE, Saunk County, Wis. 


Found the ten bushels of seed corn, Pride of Nishna 
and Silver Mine, got from you last spring first-class. Best 
crop I ever had. Made around 100 bushels per acre, sound 
and well matured. 


C. H. ARRMAN, Lancaster County, Neb. 


Pride of Nishna planted May 25th. Character and qual- 
ity fine. Matured ready for cribbing October 10th. Yield 
seventy-two bushels per acre. 

M. F. OLDFIELD, Downer Grove, Ill. 


Pride of Nishna got from you made me seventy-four 
bushels per acre—twenty bushels better than any of my 
other sorts. S. L. BOYD, Lucas County, Iowa. 


Pride of Nishna corn got from you made fine stand. 
Soundest, solidest corn I have. Made an average yield of 
seventy-four bushels per acre. 

A. MANSFIELD, Harrison County, Iowa. 


Have received catalogue and talked with my neighbor, 
Mr. Huggins, who planted your Pride of Nishna last year. 
He was well pleased. Inclosed find check for ten bushels of 
this seed corn. P. M. GRUBB, Ellsworth County, Kan. 


Seed corn purchased from you proved highly satisfactory, 
and am under many obligations for promptness in filling my 
order. Have a fine stand. Will want more seed another 
year. D. DOOL, Republic County, Kan. 


Had splendid luck and good stand of corn from the fifty 
bushels of Pride of Nishna I got from you. Want about a 
thousand pounds of rape seed, and prefer buying from you if 
you can make me eqval prices with others. 

P. JANSEN & SON, Jansen, Neb. 


I have been planting your Pride of Nishna for several 
years, and always found it O. K.. Also other seeds ordered 
of you. WM. FENTON, Washington County, Kan. 


Lake View, Ark., Oct. 18th. 

I have planted and grown the Ratekin Seed Corn for the 
past four or five years, and can say I am very much pleased 
with it. Send price list and catalogue as soon as out. Truly 
yours, Cc. E. TONEY, 

Planter and Plantation Supplies. 


Moreland, La., Oct. 23, 1909. 

I am in the mercantile business, although I plant corn 
every year, and want to say the seed corn I purchased from 
you last spring gave better results and satisfaction than any 
corn I ever planted. Very truly yours, 

M. H. TITUS. 


. Neshoba, County, Miss., Aug. 8. 
Gentlemen: I wish to thank you and say that your seed 
corn is all O. K., much better than I was expecting. You 
make no mistake in recommending your corn for the South, 
as it cannot be equaled. Your corn will make 25 per cent 
more than our native sorts grown here. Very truly, 
M. C. HOWINGTON. 


Lamar County, Ala., Aug. 12. 
Gentlemen: The seed corn I purchased from you has 
made fine corn. I think it will make fully forty-five bushels 
to the acre; would not get along without your seed corn for 
ten times what it cost. Very truly, 
W. H. HARPER. 


Marianna, Ark., June 24th, 1912. 

I am well pleased with Pride of Nishna Seed Corn re- 
ceived a few days ago. Inclosed find $6.00, for which ship 
me Ratekin’s Gold Standard 90-day corn. I want some- 
thing that will get there quick. The season is short. Rush. 

Truly yours, J. M. BUSH. 


4 a 
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Wallace’s Favorite 
The Giant White Corn of Iowa. 


We place this superior variety of corn before our customers for the fifth year with the renewed assurance that experience 
everywhere has demonstrated all we have ever claimed for it, namely, that this new variety of big white corn has proven one 
of the best there is grown and is up to the high standard of all our introductions. 

In our twenty-nine consecutive years’ experience in growing and sending out seed corn there has been no season but what 
we have had scores and hundreds of samples sent to us from about everywhere with request that we try them out in our ex- 
perimental grounds. We wish here to say that we greatly appreciate these favors, although it is utterly impossible to make a 
fair trial of all them, but each year we try out many sorts, for it has been our aim from the time we engaged in the growing of 
seed corn to find, grow and handle only the best varieties, and if there is anything better than we grow, or which there is a 
demand for we want to find it out and obtain it. 


W. 9 G we have found a very superior variety of corn and one that has given remarkable uni- 
In allace s Favorite form good results everywhere it has been tried or tested. While we do not claim for it 
that it will make two, three or four hundred bushels per acre, as is claimed by certain seedsmen for some of their corn, we 
do know it can be relied upon to yield as many bushels of good, sound, solid, well-matured corn per acre inside of 110 to 120 
days as any variety of corn to be found in the world, and if planted on good, strong ground will yield from ninety to 125 
bushels per acre, and even more under perfect conditions. 

DESCRIPTION: The stalk is large, strong and robust, usually growing from 8 to 10 feet high, with long, broad leaves ex- 
tending from joints, which are close together and always producing one to three ears to the stalk, running from 8 to 12 
inches long, with 16 to 22 rows of very deep-set grains on a pure White cob, and is one of the clearest white varieties grown. 
This corn has proven a prize winner wherever planted, as it is a tremendous yielder. Just think of a field of corn laden down 
with an average of two good ears to the stalk. Surely this corn will not disappoint your best expectations, and we want 
every farmer who plants corn the coming season to try it, no matter where you live—east, west, north or south. It is not only 
good for the grain it grows, but one of the best combination varieties for grain, fodder and ensilage purposes in existence, and 
for a genuine all purpose corn it will surely please you. 

PRICE: 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 75e; 7 Ibs. (enough to plant an acre), $1.25, postage or express prepaid to any point in the 
United States. By freight or express at purchaser’s expense: Peck, $1.00; % bu., $1.75; 1 bu., $3.25; 2 bu., $6.25; 5 bu. and 
over, $3.00 per bushel. Bags free, f. 0. b. Shenandoah. 


Marshall County, Iowa, Dee. ist, 1911. Jefferson Parish, La., August 20th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I am pleased to say that the seed corn, Wal- Mr. J. W. Ratekin, Mgr. Ratekin’s Seed House. 
lace’s Favorite Giant White, that I purchased from you last Dear Sir: Replying to your letter of recent date in re- 
spring has done well and proven all you claimed for it. The gard to seed corn bought from you last spring would say I 
seed catne in good condition. I found it well graded for the got the six bushels Diamond Joe’s Big White, six bushels 
planter. It grew almost to a grain, making an excellent Wallace’s Favorite and three bushels your Iowa Silver 
stand and the best crop I ever grew. It ripened early and Mine. It was all planted 21st, 22d and 23d February. It came 
was out of the way of frost by September 5th, and has made up quickly, grew off fast, done better to came to maturity 
me an average yield of 89 bushels per acre, weighed out at a month ahead of our native sorts; about May 15th was in 
75 pounds per bushel as it come back from the field to the good roasting ear. This was earlier and quicker than any 
crib. FRANK G CUNNINGHAM. Y corn ; ee ever planted here, ae I have er: exe vain 
F ere corn for the past sixteen years. am not able to tell you 
Gantt y OD as pops et Nov. 20th, 1911. r the yield it made per acre, as I picked and sold all of it in 
SS Se ene AAS tag Sd 2st NADY sel ES the roasting ear, but it all made remarkable yields. Diamond 
for me. From the two bushels of seed I got from you last , : STI; se (BER ; 
P ry . Joe’s Big White taking the lead. It is the earliest big eared 
spring I planted fourteen acres of sod ground and have just corn by far I have ever seen, but Wallace’s Favorite and 
finishhd husking it, and I am pleased to tell you it made me = , » 


lowa Silver Mine chased close after it. I shall want a lot of 


a little over eighty bushels per acre. seeds the coming season, and I will remember you with my 


Very truly yours, 


orders when ready for them. Very truly yours, 
JAMES M, KENT. DOMINECK PITTARL 
McClain County, Okla., Nov. 1st, 1911. ‘ : 

Gentlemen: Replying to your inquiry about results from Marion County, Indiana, Nov. 10th, 1911. 
the seed corn I got from you last spring, Wallace’s Favorite Gentlemen: You will remember that I sent to you for 
Giant White, will say we have had a very dry season here four bushels of Wallace’s favorite Giant White Seed Corn 
and much of the corn was badly hurt and injured from last spring. Well, I have just finished husking my crop of 
drouth, but Walace’s Favorite proved to be the almost it and am pleased to say I have never grown as fine crop and 
drouth-proof, and I had the best corn I have seen any- as good yield as I obtained from this seed. It made an av- 
where in this part of the state. It’s sure the corn for this erage of 22 bushels per acre, 75 lbs. per bushel. How is that? 
country, and for dry weather everywhere. Very truly yours, 

Yours truly, J. B. MULLIN. JAMES M. SCHUMAKER. 


Our stock of this seed is most select, but limited this year, having less than 6,000 bushels. For this reason we hope you 
will send your order in early anid by all means secure some of this splendid variety of corn before our stock is exhausted. If, 
however, you should not order as early as you ought to, and it is all gone. we will promptly return your money, except you 
desire to make a second choice or leave it to us to choose for you, in Which event we will be guided by your instructions. 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 19 


Ratekin’s Imperial White 


3 2) Q s is a variety regarded with 
Ratekin’s Imperial White 5.2, y20cty regarded with 
» the country over, especially in the South, where it is grown exteme 
Sively for main crop, and in the Eastern and New England States, 
where grown for ensilage and fodder purposes. It is without doubt 
one of the best varieties for a combination crop for grain fodder and 
ensilage purposes there is grown or in existence. 

We originally obtained the seed of this variety from an old German 
farmer, who was one of the most successful corn growers in central 
western Illinois, and we first introduced it twelve years ago, since 
which time we have grown and sent out thousands of bushels for 
seed, and everywhere it has proven a great favorite-and success. 

DESCRIPTION: It is pure white, with red cob—a sign within 
itself of great vitality; ears run from 9 to 12 inches long, measuring 
from 7 to 8 inches in circumference; 16 to 24 rows of very 
deep grains firmly set on a small red cob, as shown by the accompa- 
nying illustration, producing two to three good ears to the stalk. The 
stalks are short and heavy, averaging from 7 to 10 feet in height, 
with a large amount of foliage. This corn does well anywhere and 
everywhere, and is especially adapted to old, poor and thin land, and 
will make a good crop where other sorts fail. It is also especially 
adapted to the eastern and southern states, and where early drouth 
and parching hot weather often injures other sorts. It matures safely 
anywhere in from ninety to 100 days; is very solid and compact. We 
can heartily recommend this corn to our customers as one of the 
Surest croppers and best yielders we grow, and could print hun- 
dreds of testimonials from those who have tried it, if space would per- 
mit, all verifying what we have said of this splendid variety of corn. 
; PRICE: Postage by mail, sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 
7 lbs. (will plant an acre), $1.C0. By freight or express at purchaser’s 
expense: Peck, 60c; half bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., $1.75; 6 bu. to 10 
bu. and over, $1.60 per bushel. If wanted in the ear, crated, add 75c 
per bushel to above prices. (Five bushel lots at ten bushel prices). 


Hickory King © 
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Hickory King 
ls a white variety 
of field corn which 
has the largest 
grains with small- 
est cob of any corn 
in existence. The 
grains are so large 
and cob so _ ex- 
tremely small that 
when the ear is 
broken in two 
pieces” a single 
grain will cover 
completeiy the cob 
Section. This corn 
is of vigorous hab- 
its, is a splendid 
and sure cropper, 
is especially well 
suited to light or 
thin soil, and is 
avery desirable va- 
riety and largely 
planted in many of 
the southern states. 
It, however, does 
well in all the northern and central western states, but it is not as 
early to mature as our Imperial White, Diamond Joe’s Big White 
and “Iowa Silver Mine.’’ 

_PRICE: Postpaid by mail, 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 Ibs., $1.00. By 
freight or express, at purchaser’s expense: Peck, 75c; half bu., $1.25; 
1 bu., $2.25; 2 bu., $4.25; 5 bu., and over, $2.00 per bu. Bags included, 
f. o. b. ears here. 


The Beautiful Nishna Valley of Sauthweetern nwa: 


WHY WE ARE HERE. This we have partly explained, but supplementary to 
what I have already said I cannot resist or refrain from giving some further 
impressions that come to me about our natural facilities. There may be more 
_beautiful valleys than the Valley of the Nishnabotna. Not having traveled all 
over the world I do not know, but I have traveled over much of the United States. I have heard travelers who have made 
the trip around the world and visited about every country on the face of the globe rave over the beauties of rivers and 
streams in foreign lands. But I did not know whether they were telling the truth or just blowing off, and neither does it 
make any difference for this. occasion. ~ 

I do know, and that is all that really concerns this subject, that this is the natural home and greatest corn growing locality 
to be found in the world; where corn attains its greatest perfection. Owing to this fact corn is the chief product of our farms 
eee ermers. For these reasons, if for nothing elSe, it’s the place where corn has been nurtured and brought to its highest: per- 
ection. 5 

The Nishnabotna country is as fertile as the Valley of the Nile, and we have the richest, wealthiest class of farmers here to 
be found in any place I have even seen. Corn was the foundation of all this wealth, not that they hauled the product to 
the railroad stations and sold it, but wherever corn is grown in abundance the farmers*have a lot of stock, horses, cattle and 
hogs about them and. are thus enabled to get the benefits of all the by-food products out of it, and in lieu-of paying freight on 
ten or twenty carloads of grain from their year’s crop it is condensed into beef, pork and fine horses. Thus instead of being 
ten to twenty cars to pay freight on there is but five or six, as the case may be. a i 

Bayard Taylor, the famous poet, author, journalist and traveler, crossed this part of the country years ago, long before Shen- 
andoah existed or got onto the map, when my father was here, and when this part of Iowa was an unbroken prairie, occupied and 
inhabited only by Indians, prairie chickens, wolves and deer. Standing upon a hilltop, four miles southwest of where the site 
-of Shenandoah was afterwards located, Mr. Taylor gazed across the Valley of the Nishnabotna River and declared ‘‘the landscape 
the most beautiful his eyes had ever beheld. He called it the garden spot of the world.’’ And so it has BOVE Ce Ngaaeane 
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Boone County White 


W Ri Sometimes listed under ‘ne 
Boone County hite, name of Boone County Special, 


is a highly bred variety of white corn of extra large size, contain- 
ing a high percentage of oil. It is late maturing, but with long 
seasons and favorable conditions, it is a splendid yielder. In many 
places it is a great favorite. The ears run from 8 to 12 inches 
long, 74% to 8% inches in circumference, containing eighteen to 
twenty-four rows, weighing from twelve to eighteen ounces. The 
cob is medium large and pure white in color. The ears are quite 
uniform in size, shape and appearance. The kernels are pearl 
white, quite rough, very deep, with fine large germ. This variety 
grows a large stalk from ten to twelve feet high with an abund- 
ance of foliage, and like all other white varieties, is the best for 
old, thin or poor soil. They gather more plant food from the air 
and less from the soil than does yellow corn. With favorable 
seasons in localities where it has plenty of time to mature. it is 
particularly valuable; say the northern half of Indiana, Illinois and 
Missouri. Matures fully in about 120 days. Our seed stock of this 
variety was grown from pure, inherited stock and can be relied 
upon to give the best possible results that can be obtained from 
this variety. 


PRICE: By mail, postpaid, sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 Ibs., 
60c; 7 lbs. (enough to plant one acre), $1.00. By freight or express, 
at purchasers’ expense: Peck, 60c; % bu., 90c; 1 to 5 bu., $1.75; 
6 to 10 bu., $1.60 per bu.. Bags free, f. 0. b. here. If wanted in the 
Boone County White. ear, crated, add 75c per bu. 


Legal Tender 


This is now one of the most prominent varieties of large 
medium late varieties, and those who have tried it speak very 
highly of the splendid results obtained from it. It is a very pro- 
ductive corn where seasons will permit of it maturing, and it’s 
no uncommoy thing to find ears twelve inches long that weigh 
from 1 to 14%” pounds each. The stalks grow ten to twelve feet 
high with very heavy foliage, which makes it valuable fodder 
corn. Legal Tender has been a great premium taker, and to 
those who want a large late variety of corn we firmly believe 
you will find it a most splendid variety and that it will become 
a permanent fixture on your farm. Under favorable conditions 
this variety will mature in 115 to 120 days and seems to be well 
adapted to the central southern states. Our seed stock of this 
variety is pure bred of inherited stock, and you can depend 
upon it giving you the best possible results. 

PRICE: By mail, postpaid, sample ear, 25c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 
60c; 7 lbs. (enough to plant one acre), $1.00. By freight or ex- 
press, at purchaser’s expense: Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 to 5 bu., 
$1.75; 6 to 10 bu., $1.60 per bu. Bags free, f. o. b. here. If 
wanted in the ear, crated, add 75c per bu. 


Ratekin’s 
_ Improved Calico Corn 


This corn is the old fashioned kind, and has always been 
very popular as a feeding corn, and for many years we have 
had a great demand for it, especially from stock feeders. So 
great has been the demand for this excellent feeding corn that 
we have given greater attention to it the past few years than 
in former years. Three years ago we found a superior type of 
this corn, grown by a leading corn breeder in Kentucky, from 
whom we obtained seed, and since acclimated here in the north 
has proven a wonder, and without fear of contradiction, we can 
say we have the very highest and best strain of this corn that 
can be found anywhere. The strain is of the large eared kind, 
deep grain and small cob, thus insuring early maturity. The 
ears run from nine to twelve inches in length and measure seven 
to eight inches in circumference. It is a combination in color 
of red, white and yellow stripes. It is full or protein and very 
rich, stock like it and eat it in preference to other corn. To all 
those in want of one of the best corns for stock feeding, we 
can say we are in a position to supply you with the very best 
of seed. 

PRICE: By mail, postpaid, sample ear, 25c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 Ibs., 
60c; 7 Ibs. (will plant an acre), $1.¢0. By freight or express: 
Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., $1.75 per bu.; 6 bu to 10 bu. 
and over, $1.60 per bu. Bags free, on board cars here. If wanted 
in the ear, crated, add 75c per bushel to above prices. Photograph: (Legal Tender). 


From FARM AND RANCH—(Dallas, Texas): 


It may be of interest to you to know that although Farm and Ranch has always guaranteed every advertisement in its 
columns, it has not during the many years you have advertised with us, had a single complaint against your house. In view 
of the fact that you have done an enormous business in the southwest, it ought to be gratifying to know that while we have 
heard many complimentary things as to the methods and way you do business, we have never had a single complaint. In view 
of the large business you have from this section, the above facts are the strongest possible endorsement of your firm. Person- 
ally, we hold you and your firm in the highest esteem, and do not hesitate to recommend you to our readers. 

Yours very truly, FARM AND RANCH PUB. CO., Frank P. Holland, Pres. 


INDIANA FARMER—(Indianapolis, Ind.): 


Ratekin’s Seed House has become well known to the farmers of the Western Central States. This house has been selling 
field and garden seeds to our readers for many years past, and with uniform satisfaction to those using them. 
INDIANA FARMER CO. 
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Gold Standard Leaming 


TYPICAL EARS LEAMING. 


= Was first originated by Mr. J. S. Leaming, of Ohio, and has had the reputation for many years 
The Leaming Corn -as being the purest bred yellow dent corn in existence. The Leaming Corn is known every- 
where and by all who have ever tried or become acquainted with it as the stock feeders’ friend, and they think there is none 
better. It is very rich in protein and oil, and thus becomes ideal from a féeder’s standpoint. In addition to this, it is grown 
very extensively in the East New England States, New York, Pennsylvania and Northern Ohio and Indiana; also in Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas, for its ensilage and fodder purposes of which it makes and gives a very bountiful 
supply of blades and leaves. It is all we claim for it. 

DESCRIPTION: It grows to medium height, from eight to twelve feet, dependent upon ground planted on, hill or bottom 
land. The ears are uniform and of good size, and usually set from three to four feet from the ground; medium small red 
cob, husks easily; ears solid and snug; surface quite smooth for dent corn. It is a very productive and an ideal corn. We can 
fully recommend it to farmers and feeders as a most excellent variety of corn. 

PRICE: Postpaid by mail, sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 Ibs., 60c; 7 Ibs. (will plant one acre), $1.00. By freight or ex- 
Press, at purchaser’s expense: Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., $1.75; 6 to 10 bu. and over, $1.60 per bushel. Bags free, 
on board cars here. If wanted in ear, crated, add 75c per bushel to above prices. 


Reid’s 
Yellow 
Dent 


° |? This is a most excellent variety of yellow dent corn, and is recommended by some as being 
Reid s Yellow Dent. an early maturing variety, but it is not, although a medium, requiring from 110 to 120 days to 
mature, dependent upon weather conditions, but can always be relied upon to ripen as far north as the central part of Iowa, 
and has often matured and produced good crops as far north as the Southern Minnesota line, but to do this requires favorable 
Weather conditions for corn to mature. It is a splendid variety, and owing to its pure breeding and perfect ears, it has won 
a very large number of premiums and prizes at county institutes, state and national corn shows; this by reason of the ears 
conforming more closely to and within the limits of score cards in use, by which corn is usually judged and premiums 
awarded. But it is one of the leading standard varieties and stands among the best all around purpose yellow dent corns grown. 

Our stock of this corn is extra choice, having been grown from absolutely pure seed, and we have made careful Selection 
of the most choice ears, so We know our seed cannot fail to please the most particular or critical buyer of seed corn. 

DESCRIPTION: It is a handsome yellow color, smooth deep kernel, medium sized ears, very uniform in appearance, rows 
close together and very compact and of great solidity, and a most beautiful corn; is also a very rich nutritious corn for feeding 
Purposes. You will make no mistake in planting liberally of it anywhere south of the central half of Iowa and that latitude. 

PRICE: Postpaid, by mail, sample ear, 25c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs. (will plant one acre), $1.00. By freight or express, 
at purchaser’s expense: Peck, 60c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., $1.75; 6 to 10 bu. and over, $1.60 per bushel. Bags free, on board 
cars here. If wanted in ear, crated, add 75c per bushel to above prices. 


Sullivan County, N. Y., May 7th.—Seed corn, potatoes and nursery stock received all right.—Jno. Schaefer. 

Day County, South Dakota, June ist.—I write to say the seed corn to hand all O. K.—M. A. Bates. ‘ 

Windsor County, Vermont, May 31st.—I received the seeds ordered from you all O. K., which was very satisfactory. 
Thank you for promptness in hurrying them along.—R. Link. 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 10th. 
Gentlemen: You will remember I sent to you for some of your Gold Standard Leaming Seed Corn last spring and may be 
interested to learn what my experience and results from it were, and it does me good to tell you.. In the first place, the 
ground was put in the best of order and corn planted when conditions were good, and it grew to a grain; never had a finer 
stand and such a wonderful crop as I grew has never been witnessed in this part of York state. People heard of it, and many 
of them came miles to see it. To say I am well pleased does not tell the story by half. Send your new catalog as soon as 
ready for mailing. I will send to you for my spring’s planting. With best wishes, J. R. RODGERS. 


OHIO FARMER—(Cleveland, Ohio): 
Ratekin’s Seed House: 
Gentlemen: It is with much pleasure that we state that during the many years’ advertising you have done in our paper 
We can find record of having received complaint from only one of our many thousands of readers who patronize you, and you 
at once settled that complaint promptly, and more generously than the complainant had any right to expect. We therefore can 
honestly endorse your methods of doing business. : 
Wishing you the very best success during the coming season, we are, very truly yours, 


LAWRENCE PUBLISHING CO., by M. W. Lawrence, President. 


NATIONAL FARMER AND STOCK GROWER—(St. Louis, Mo.): ; 

We desire to say that Ratekin’s Seed House of Shenandoah, Iowa, stands high as a well-equipped, reliable seed house. 
After carrying their advertisement for many years we have every reason to believe and certify that our patrons are well 
Satisfied with seeds bought of them and results obtained. We have received many words of commendation, but never a 
wo.d of complaint. : PHILIP H. HALE, Ed. National Farmer and Stock Grower. 
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Ratekin’s Hackberry Corn. 


Ratekin’s 
-Regenerated Hackberry Corn 


r ' ° 7 

The Hackberry Corn—lIts History. 75,9" “Ps 
the Southwestern part of Kentucky, Christian County, and by the 
courtesy of one of our old customers who sent us a few pounds of 
this corn, three years ago, for testing and experimental purposes on 
our seed farms, we came into possession of it. The first year we 
fourd it a very growthy variety, somewhat later in maturity than our 
medium and early varieties, but on account of its otherwise excellent 
qualities we continued growing and acclimating it to a medium early 
sort, meantime improving and developing it, until now we feel abso- 
lutely safe in offering it to the public as one of the very best va- 
rieties for feeding purposes, and a variety of medium early and quick 
maturity, adapted to any latitude south of Des Moines, Iowa, Chicago, 
Illinois, any part of Indiana and Ohio, except the extreme northern 
counties, of the two last named states, and from there south, and a 
variety we can fully recommend as one of the most prolific, high yield- 
ing varieties there is grown. . 


DESCRIPTION: The color variegates trom a rich dark red to a 
flesh color and occasionaly a light white cap; gzain deep and some- 
what hackled; ears somewhat larger than ordinary varieties (big ears) 
with medium small cob. It is an excellent corn for -he central western 
states, anywhere within the limits we have named. nd especially for 
the southern states. 

Our stock of this seed is limited this year, bu: we want every corn 
grower who plants or orders seed from us this year to include at least 
a peck or a bushel of this grand new variety of corn, at least enough 
to make a fair trial and get a start for another year. 


PRICE: Postpaid or express prepaid, one ear, 30c; 3 lbs., 75c; 
7 lbs. (enough to plant an acre), $1.25; freight or express not prepaid, 
peck, $1.00; % bu., $1.90; 1 bu or more, $3.00 per bu. Bags free, f. o. b. 
Shenandoah. 


Silver King 
(Wisconsin No. 7). 


2 o Stands at the head of the list in all good va- 
Silver King rieties of corn adapted to latitude of Northern 
Towa, South Dakota and Southern Wisconsin. It has become _im- 
mensely popular and hag really revolutionized corn growing in Min- 
nesoto and Wisconsin. 


HISTORY: This corn originated in Northern Iowa. Ours was the 
first seed house to catalogue it. In 1908, the entire acreage of the 
Wisconsin Experiment Station, 22 acres, gave the very high average 
of ninety-three bushels of shelled corn per acre. At the National Corn 
Exposition in 1907, SILVER KING took eight straight premiums, and 
at the show in 1908 -and 1909 at Omaha it took practically all the 
premiums in the Wisconsin class, and at the next show, ‘held at Col- 
umbus, Ohio, in February, 1911, did the same thing. 


DESCRIPTION: In appearance the corn is a beauty. Ears aver- 
aging eight to ten inches, always filled out to the tips, and very uni- 
form in size, and type. The corn is’pure white in color with good 
length kernels set compactly in straight rows. It is a strong grower, 
early enough to mature as far north as St. Paul, Minnesota, and is 
especially adapted to resist cool weather. It has a decided double-ear 
characteristic, one reason for its fine yield records. 


VALUE: We feel that we can hardly rate the value of this corn 
too high. It gets ripe and it produces the yield. Professor Moore of 
Wisconsin Experiment Station says, “PUSH IT HARD—IT WILL 
STAND IT.” Hundreds of the leading farmers of Minnesota and Wis- 
consin are ready to swear by SILVER KING. 


PRICES: Sample ear, postpaid, 25c; 1 1b., postpaid, 25c; 3-lbs., 70c; 
7 Ibs. (enough to plant one acre), $1.25; peck, 75c; % bu., $1.40; 1 bu., 
$2.50; 2 bu., $4.50; 5 bu. and upwards, $2.20 per bu. Bags included, 
f. o. b. Shenandoah. 


a 


UTAH AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE (Experimental Station). 


Logan, Utah, Jan. 4th. 

It gives me great pleasure to report the yield of seed corn Go- 
nated by you last year as follows: The Diamond Joe’s Big White 
yielded eighty-nine and six-tenths bushels per acre; Queen of Nishna 
yielded seventy-four and two-tenths bushels. Both of these varieties 
of corn are good yielders here, yielding also a large quantity of fod- 
der per acre. I should be pleased to have you send me for experi- 
mental purposes some Speltz or Emmer, alsoa few pounds of Ratekin’s 
Giant Shenandoah Fodder Corn and a few pounds of Red Cob Fodder 
Corn. Very truly, J. C. HOGENSON, Agronomist. 


Cove, Union County, Oregon, Jan. 27th. 
You will no doubt be pleased to know that I took first prize at 
our recent fair and corn show from crop grown from seed I sent to 
you for. The prize ear measured fifteen inches in length. Pretty 
ood corn for Oregon, isn’t it? Very truly yours, Rls 
5 “" J. M. RUNDALL. 
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| Iowa Gold Mine 


The Earliest to Mature; the Purest Yellow; the Deepest Grain; the Best Medium Early; Between the Standard Field Varieties 
and Extra Early Sorts. 


s Corn is more widely known than any other variety grown and has made the state of 

The lowa Gold Mine Iowa famous as the mother of this wonderful Early variety of yellow corn. It is listed 
by all dealers and planted in every state in the Union and in Central. Europe, South America, South Africa, Austria; every- 
where that corn is planted or grown. 2 

DESCRIPTION: It is a medium early, between the leading and best standard field varieties, such aS we grow for 100 
bushel crops in the central corn belt of the north and west, and the extra early sorts that mature in eighty to ninety days 
in the extreme northern corn growing boundaries, and also for late planting and replanting, where other sorts have failed 
or been destroyed from one cause or another. GOLD MINE IS. A FAVORITE in its class with every farmer who has ever 
planted it, ripening a few days later than Pride of North, or making itself in about ninety days. Ears are not large, but 
medium in size and very symmetrical; color a bright golden yellow, as yellow as gold itself; grain is deep, cob small, and 
therefore dries out early and quickly. Seventy pounds in the ear will shell out sixty-two to sixty-three pounds of shelled 
corn, leaving but seven to eight pounds for cob. It is very free from barren stalks; every stalk bears from one to two good 
ears, running from. eight to ten inches long, thus is a very heavy yielder for a medium between extra early and late varieties. 
The above are honest, fair descriptions, and I am sure this corn will not disappoint your best expectations. 

PRICE FOR IOWA GOLD MINE: One ear, 25c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 Ibs. (enough to plant one acre), $1.00, postpaid 
or express prepaid to any point in the United States. By freight or express, at purchaser’s expense: Peck, 60c; % bu., $1.00; 
1 bu., $1.75; 5 bu. or more, $1.60. Bags free, f. 0. b. here. 


= - = This excellent variety of white corn was originated in St. Charles County, Missouri, and is 
Saint Charles White. very popular with a large number of our customers in Missouri, and makes well in Southern 
Iowa. In fact, our Missouri customers with whom this is such a favorite claim to get very much better results from our 
Iowa grown seed than from their Missouri grown seed, and that it matures there from ten to fifteen days earlier than home 
grown sorts of the same variety. Sa 

DESCRIPTION: The St. Charles White is a very handsome pure variety of white corn set on a red cob, and this corn 
appears to make a finer and better grade for milling purposes and for corn meal than almost any other sort. The ears 
are usually eight to ten inches long, sixteen to eighteen rows of deep, broad kernels, the upper corners of the kernels being 
rounding. The stalk grows from eight to ten and twelve feet high, dependent upon the land upon which it is planted, the 
lowlands and bottom producing the taller stalks; the stalk growing broad succulent blades, thus .making it a very desirable 
eorn for general crop purposes; for grain, fodder or for ensilage purposes. Our customers in the South, North,. East and 
West are greatly in favor with this excellent variety of corn. In the South for the grain crop it produces and in the East, 
West-’and North for the fodder and ensilage it produces. Price same as Calico Corn. 

PRICE: Postage by mail, sample ear, 35c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 Ibs. (will plant one acre), $1.00; freight or express at 
purchaser’s expense: Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu. to 5 bu., $1.75; 6 to 10 bu. and over, $1.60 per bu. Bags free on board cars 
here. If wanted in ear, crated, add 75c per bushel to above prices. 


’ Our stock of this variety was grown from seed purchased direct from the Funk farms, 
Funk s Yellow Dent. which variety -has been advertised as a most excellent variety of yellow corn. They claim 
the average yield of this corn for the past four or five years has been upward of 100 bushels per acre. They also claim it to 
be an improvement over Reid’s Yellow Dent,'and has the same general characteristics. The ears are from eight to eleven 
inehes long, cylindrical in shape from butt to tip, with sixteen, to twenty rows on small red cob. The kernels are medium 
rough. The originators claim this variety to be a vigorous grower; makes medium heavy foliage and a good combination 
eorn for grain and ensilage purposes. ; - 

PRICE: By mail, postpaid: Sample ear, 25c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 Ibs., 60c; 7 lbs. (will plant an acre), $1.00. By freight or ex- 
press: Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 to 5 bu., $1.75 per bu.; 6 to 10 bu. and over, $1.60 per bu. Bags free on board cars here. If 
wanted in the ear, crated, add 75c per bushel to above prices. 


GOOD SEEDS By good seed we mean that which has been handled so that all of its germinating power has been 

e preserved, aided by a constitutional vigor implanted in the grain by a judicious selection, cultiva- 
tion and environment that produces a pure or improved variety. This may be done by the common farmer, but is generally 
best done by the professional seed grower. He generally knows better how to do this, and has the proper facilities for doing 
the work. This is a business itself. What is said in this book as to seed corn will apply to all farm seeds and farm crops. 


Midland County, Texas.—All of both farm and garden Tarrant County Texas.—Seed, corn arrived to day in 
seeds I got from you have proven good and given splendid good tondition. Found it very fine. Am well pleased. 
results. T. H. ALSTON. TAYLOR BLEVINS. 

z : Marengo County, Ala.—I found your “QUEEN OF NISH- 

Monroe County, Ga.—I certainly was well pleased with NA” the best and most desirable corn for early feeding that 
results from DIAMOND JOE’S BIG WHITE got from you. I have ever seen. I begun feeding this corn last season on 
Send me sample Speltz. CLARENCE WALDRUP. third day of June. S. W. COMPTON. 


PRAIRIE FARMER—(Chicago, Illinois): 

We are pleased to have the opportunity to say that for many years we have watched with a lot of interest the splendid 
growth of your seed corn business. During this time you have supplied many thousands of our subscribers with seeds, and that 
you have treated them well and given them good value is evident from the fact that in all these years we have never re- 
ceived a single complaint. It is always a pleasure, therefore, to recommend you to our readers, and we hope when you have 
east you accounts for this season you will find such treatment of customers has won its reward in making this the largest 
and most profitable season you have ever had. Thanking you for past favors, and hoping in future we may be able to 
Serve you further, we remain very truly yours, PRAIRIE FARMER, A. J. Sullivan, Adv. Mgr. 


. From KANSAS FARMER—(Topeka, Kansas): : 
Gentlemen: We are pleased to say that for twenty years the Kansas Farmer hgs been favored with your seed advertis- 
ing, and we are gratified to state to you that during this time we have never had a single complaint. This tells a signifi- 
eant story in your behalf. Evidently your system and methods of doing business are thoroughly up-to-date and satisfactory 
to all concerned. Yours very truly, KANSAS FARMER PUBLISHING CO. 


a ————— ee - 
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Extra Early Varieties 


For Northern or Late Planting. 
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RATEKIN’S GOLD STANDARD—90 DAY CORN. 


A Great Corn for Short Seasons, Beats Early Drouth and Frost. 


It is the early maturing Yellow Dent Corn you have been looking for. The stalks grow from seven to ten feet high, 
depending on the land it is planted on; sets ears about three to 3% feet from the ground; ears run from eight to ten inches 
long, with sixteen to twenty rows, very deep grains set on a small red cob, and shells out sixty to sixty-four pounds per 
seventy pounds of ears. It is a pure bred corn; every stalk producing at least one good ear and many of them two, and yields 
from forty to seventy-five bushels per acre on good land under normal conditions, and will be ready to husk and crib for 
feeding and market fully three weeks ahead of ordinary varieties. We can conscientiously recommend this corn as the acme 
of perfection in early maturing and as a wonderful yielder, and we cannot too strongly urge every farmer to plant liberally of 
it, for an early, quick maturing corn where late or replanting is necessitated from any cause. 

We have received reports from fully thirty per cent of those who planted of it last season and without exception and 
from everywhere comes the most glowing accounts of the performance of this variety, both in early maturity and tremend- 
ous yields. We can fully recomend it to corn growers everywhere, and especially where the seasons are short, or where 
wanted for early feed or for late planting. It will make a good crop if planted anywhere south of central Iowa any time be- 
fore June 25th to 30th. From every point, including productiveness, yield and early maturity, depth of grain, solidity of ear and 
smallness of cob, our new GOLD STANDARD stands ahead of them all. Don’t wait, but send your order in now. It will cost 
you no more, if as much, as to send later; then by getting your seed early you have it at hand when you are ready to plant. 

PRICE: 1 lb., 25c; 1 ear, 25c; 3 Ibs., 65c; 7 Ibs. (enough to plant an acre of ground), $1.25; postpaid or sent by express, 
prepaid to any point in the United States. By freight or express at purchaser’s expense: Peck, $1.00; % bu., $1.75; bu., $3.00; 
5 bu. and over, $2.50; bags included, f. 0. b. here. If wanted in the ear, crated, add 75c per bushel to foregoing prices. 


WISCONSIN FARMER—(Madison, Wisconsin): 

Ratekin’s Seed House of Shenandoah, Iowa, has become exceedingly well known by a great many of our readers, and this 
acquaintance begun in a business venture involving the purchase of some kind of seeds, has ripended into real friendship. This 
well known firm has made the growing of pure bred seed corn a specialty for over twenty-nine years, growing thousands of 
acres each year under special contract with the farmers of their locality. Shenandoah is located in one of the best seed corn 
districts in the United States, and by supplying the best seed and the best of varieties the Ratekin Seed House has built up a 
wonderful business, extending to every state in the Union. On their books they have the names of thousands of good farmers 
who have given them the strongest kind of endorsement. 

> Otter Tail County, Minn. 

Gentlemen: Replying to your inquiry of recent date, would say the Gold Standard 90-day corn I ordered from you was 
planted May 25th and was safely out of the way of frost by Auguest 25. As to yield it made from ten to twenty bushels better 
per acre than any our best native sorts under same conditions. Very truly yours, J. GC PRICK. 
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Extra Early Varieties 


For Northern or Late Planting. 


i The Earliest, Hardiest, Most Productive Ninety-Day Corn Grown. 


QUEEN OF NISHNA. 


DESCRIPTION: The ears ordinarily run from 7 to 10 inches long, with 16 to 20 rows of solid, compact grains solidly set 
on a small red cob. The stalks grow from 7 to 10 feet high, dependent upon the ground where planted, and under ordinary 
conditions makes a yield of from forty to sixty bushels per acre. Each year we sell thousands of bushels of this variety all 
over the Dakotas, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan and throughout New York and the New England States. In fact, we sell 
this corn everywhere where corn is grown. In some states it is planted for general crop; in others for early feed, and still 
in others it is used for late planting or replanting where other sorts have failed from one cause and another. We feel that we 
cannot recommend this corn too highly for all the purposes we have named, and feel sure that no farmer who plants corn 
will make any mistake in planting at least a part of his crop to this excellent variety of early corn. 

PRICE: Sample ear, 25c; 1 lb., 25c; 3 Ibs., 50c; 7 Ibs., $1.00; postpaid or prepaid by express to any point in the United 
States. By freight or express at purchaser’s expense: Peck, 60c; half bu., $1.10; 1 bu., $2.00; 10 bu. and over, $1.90. Bags 


free f. 0. b. here. 
THE ALASKA-NORTHWESTERN DENT. 


This corn is in a class of its own; is a Yellow Dent. It was introduced by us five years ago throughout North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin and northern Michigan; also in the New England States, where the season for corn is 
short; everywhere our customers have been greatly pleased and loud in its praise. Like all other varieties of corn it gives 
best results on good, strong ground. Many of our customers have grown as high as SEVENTY-FIVE BUSHELS PER ACRE 
from it. Usually, however, it yields from forty to fifty bushels on ordinary corn ground and matures beyond danger of frost 
within eighty days. Under ordinary conditions it grows to the height to six to eight feet; average distance of ears from ground 
two feet and a half. The ears run from 7 to 10 inches long, very deep grain set on a. small cob, 14 to 18 rows on cob, and 
so sound you can plant very early and depend on 99 to 100 per cent germinating good and strong. One bushel will plant seven 
acres of ground. Our supply of this seed is limited. You will do well to order early. 

PRICE: Sample ear, 25c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 65c; 7 Ibs., $1.25, postpaid or express charges prepaid to any point in the United 
States. By freight or express at purchaser’s expense: Peck, $1.00; half bushel, $1.75; 1 bushel, $3.25; 5 bushels and over, $3.00 
per bushel. Bags free f. o. b. here. 


OF eh) This is another excellent variety of extra early maturing corn, and is 
Ratekin Ss Dakota Bloody Butcher. a great favorite and extensively grown in North and South Dakota, 
Minnesota and Northern Wisconsin and Michigan, as well as other states of high altitude and where the seasons are short and 


frost may be expected early. It is next to our Queen of Nishna as a large yielder among the early sorts, always making it- 
self safely in from eighty to ninety days, even in the far Northern States. Besides this it is a variety of great tenacity to 
oe oe by Stang unfavorable conditions; such as extreme wet. or dry, and will do better on old, poor or thin soil than almost 
any other sort. 

DESCRIPTION: The ears ordinarily run from 8 to 12 inches long, with 12 to 16 rows of solid, compact grains of a reddish 
or flesh color, being almost round and of a very nutritious character for feeding corn; one bushel going almost as far as 1% 
bushels of ordinary varieties. It usually makes a yield of from forty to fifty bushels per acre on ordinary land under normal 
conditions, and we can fully recommend it for planting everywhere that quick maturing varieties are required. 

PRICE: Sample ear, 25c; 1 Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 Ibs., $1.00, postpaid or prepaid by express to any point in the United States. 


Be freight or express at purchaser’s expense: Peck, 60c; half bushel, $1.10; 1 bushel, $2.00; 5 bushels and over, $1.90. Bags free 
. oO. b. here. 


° ? x This variety of early corn was originated by Mr. A. L. Goddard of Kossuth County, Iowa 
Pride of The North. (one of the extreme northern counties of Iowa), about twenty-five years ago, and at once 
sprang into great prominence as the earliest of all Yellow Dent corns, and is a great favorite in the extreme Northern States. 
It is a very pure and handsome Yellow Dent Corn. The ears running from 7 to 9 inches long, with small cob and kernels; ears 
usually containing from 12 to 16 rows; 70 lbs. ears will shell out 62 to 64 lbs.; will ripen and mature safely anywhere in ninety 
days; can be planted as late as June 25th to 30th, and make itself by September 10th. Good soil is capable of growing four to six 
stalks to the hill, and many stalks have two ears and usually produces from forty to fifty bushels good, sound corn per acre. 

PRICE: One lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs. (will plant one acre), $1.00, postpaid. By freight or express: Peck, 75c; half bushel, 
$1.25; 1 bushel, $2.00; 5 bushels or more, $1.90 per bushel. Bags free on board cars here. 


Boys, Look Here—Money in Pop Corn. 


WHITE RICE, widely cultivated and used more than any other sorts. Short ears, with four to six to stalks, with long, pointed 
kernels. Very productive. coma : 

QUEEN’S GOLDEN, the largest sort. Stalks grow five to six feet high, producing two or three large ears each. Pops per- 
fectly white. Single kernels expand to one inch across. 

Very often there is good money in “‘little things’’ which, because they are small, people are apt tw overlook. Popcorn is one 
of these. 


The yield of ear corn to the acre is equal to any of the larger varieties, as it can be planted much closer than larger varie- 
ties of corn. 

Boys or girls can grow an acre or two of popcorn and dispose of the product to their neighbors or to the nearest merchant, 
Why not turn it over to the children? It will afford them pleasure and profit. 

Plant at the rate of six to eight quarts to the acre. We have a choice lot of this popeorn carefully chosen for seed purposes. 


is “ia Pkt., 5 cts.; lb., 20 cts., postpaid. By express or freight at purchaser’s expense: Lb., 10 cts.; 20 Ibs., $1.50; 100 
s., $6.00. 


FARMERS’ TRIBUNE—(Sioux City, lowa): 


We have carried your advertisement for a good many years, and are pleased to say in this connection that we have yet 
to receive the first complaint frfom any reader who has dealt with you. The fact that you were pioneers in the growing 
and breeding of improved varieties of seed corn has given you prestige, and this opinion is the main reason why your bus- 
iness has grown so rapidly in recent years. Very truly yours, ; JOHN THOMPSON, Editor. 
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(Prices Subject to Changes and Fluctuations of Market). 


Extra Early Flint Seed Cam 


Sr 


= Mite ine < NA 
jl TAS : 


VON 


YELLOW FLINT. 


(Our stock of Flint Corn is all shelled). 


Every year rrom June ist to September ist we devote our 
time looking after our contract growers and investigating dif- 
ferent sections of the country to find the best varieties adapted 
to the various climatic conditions. While in northern New York 
some years ago on an inspecting tour we found a Flint Corn 
known all over northern New York and the New England States 
as “DIBBLE’S MAMMOTH YELLOW FLINT,” and everywhere 
was extolled as the most wonderful of all Flint varieties. So 
favorably impressed were we from what farmers told us we 
went directly to the originator, Mr. Dibble, and procured a sup- 
ply of seed from his private stock for our planting purposes. 
Since then we have been growing and selling it with most sat- 
isfactory results all over the Dakotas, Minnesota, Northern Wis- 
consin, Michigan, New York and the New England States. In 
short, we believe it to be the earliest, best and most product- 
ive flint corn grown. The stalks average 9 to 12 feet high, de- 
pendent upon ground, each stalk bearing from one to three ears. 
It leaves very profusely, nearly to the ground, and both the 
leaves and stalks are very nutritious and stock eat every ves- 
tige of the stalks as well as the leaves or blades. The ears av- 
erage from 10 to 15 inches in Jength. It is very early to ma- 
ture, and if planted late or when the ground is warm it will 
ripen and be ready for the knife within sixty to seventy-five 
days from planting. The seed we furnish our customers is from 
hand picked ears, running ten inches and over in length, thor- 
oughly dry, well cured and can be depended upon to grow al- 
most to a grain. 

Owing to the superior advantages of this corn over other 
sorts of its class we want to urge all who grow corn in the 
far north, where the seasons are short and where frost may 
be expected the last of August to September ist, to order 
early. 

PRICE: 1 lb., 25ce; 3 Ibs., 60c; 7 Ibs., $1.25; postage or 
express prepaid to any point in the United States. By freight 
or express, not prepaid, peck, 75c; bushel, $2.75; 2 bushels or 
more at $2.65; 10 bushels, $2.60. Bags free. Half bushel, $1.25. 
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COLEMAN’S RURAL WORLD—(St. Louis, Mo.): 


We extend to you our appreciation of your continuous pat- 
ronage of our advertising columns since 1885, and judging from 
the high manner in which our readers have always endorsed 
your business methods and the good you have done for the 
farmer you will certainly reap a reward. We have yet tlre first 
complaint to receive from any reader where they have not had 
the best treatment from you. 

We pledge you our hearty support in the good work you are 
doing, and wish you continued success and prosperity. Very 
truly yours, COLEMAN’S RURAL WORLD, 

L. M. Hidman, Adv. Mer. 
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An eight-rowed white variety, with ears from 10 to 15 inches long, 1% to 2% inches in diameter, and well filled out to 
the extreme end of the cob. The cob is small and the kernel large and broad; ripens in seventy-five to eighty-five days. 
This corn is well adapted to the northwest and is said to produce 200 bushels of ears to the acre in Massachusetts and other 
New England States. Has given excellent, results in Minnesota, the Dakotas and other northern states. Excellent for en- 
Silage. Stalks are very leafy, splendid for feeding green. 4 

PRICE: Packet, 5c; lb., 20c; 3 lbs., 60c, postpaid. By freight or express, not prepaid, peck, 65c; bushel, $2.25; 2 bushels 
or more, $4.25; 10 bushels, $20.00. 


SHENANDOAH NATIONAL BANK—(Shenandoah, lowa). 


It is with pleasure that we testify to our good opinion of the integrity, responsibility and business ability of Mr. J. W. Rat- 
enkin, proprietor of ‘‘Ratekin’s Seed House”’ of this city, and to say we have personally known him for many years, during 
which time this house has, by an honorable business record, built up a large wholesale and retail mail order trade second to no 
other like business house in the West. 

Anyone can, in our judgment, feel perfectly secure in sending their orders and money to this house, as we understand they 
ship all their seed agreeing that anything not proving satisfactory on receipt and examination may be returned at their 
expense, and money paid will be immediately refunded, and we believe this house can be relied upon to do exactly as they 
agree. GEORGE BOGART, Pres. 
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Longfellow Flint. 
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(Prices Subject to Fluctuation of Markets). 


Field Corn---Early Flint Varieties 


(8-row Yellow Flint). A very early 8-rowed corn of the Canada type; 
Longfellow. ears cylindrical, about eleven inches long; color, rich glossy. The a ne 
of seed corn is fully sixty pounds. Average height of stalk 714%4 feet, average distance base 
of ear from ground, three feet. Large packet, 1(/c; lb., 20c, postpaid. By express or freight, 
Y% bushel, 65c; bushel, $2.25. Bags free. 
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Ratekin’s Improved Early Yellow Flint. An eight-rowed yellow flint 


: variety, with ears from ten 
to 15 inches long, 11% to 2% inches in diameter, and well filled out to the extreme end of 
the cob. The cob is small and the kernel large and broad; ripens in seventy-five to eighty- 
five days. This corn is well adapted to the Northwest, and is said to produce 194 bushels of 
ears to the acre in Vermont and other New England states. Has given excellent results in 
Minnesota and other Northern States. Excellent for ensilage, and is often used here for 
replanting. Packet, 5c; lb., 25c; 3 Ibs., 60c, postpaid. By freight or express, not prepaid, 
peck, 65c; bu., $2.25; 2 bu. or more, $4.25; 10 bu., $20.00. 


WHAT IS A BUSHEL OF SEED CORN WORTH? 


‘THE INHERITED QUALITY OF CORN TO YIELD HEAVILY OR POORLY ALL COMES 


OF SEED PLANTED. 
People frequently write us that they would like to buy seed corn from us, but cannot 
because the prices are ‘‘too high.” 
The average price of our seed corn is less than $2.25 a bushel, including bag. 


IS IT WORTH IT? 

A bushel of seed corn will plant from six to eight acres. To use our seed will cost, 
say, thirty cents an acre more than if common crib or home grown corn is planted. It is, 
therefore, evident that if our seed produces one bushel more to the acre, mind ONLY ONE 
BUSHEL MORE, than the home Seed that the entire cost of the seed and freight is paid 
for by this extra yield. 


AGAIN, IS IT WORTH IT? 

The corn We Sell is grown from seed which has been brought to such a degree of per- 
fection as to render it of almost priceless value. It represents the labor of many years and 
the expenditure of a very large sum of money. It has behind it the history of big crops. 
We know that when we plant’it that barring flood or drouth it will yield heavily. At the 
proper time we go through our fields and detassel. When the corn comes to our ware- 
house it is hand-picked down to such a point as to give us on the average about ten bushels 
to the acre of seed that goes to our customers; the balance is sold for feed. Is this care 
worth thirty cents an acre to anyone planting corn? 


GERMINATION. 

We thoroughly test every lot of corn before we send it out to our customers. At the 
present writing we have just completed testing thirty separate lots of seed corn. Two tests 
Were made of each lot. Every lot, except one, germinated 98 to 100 per cent, and that one 
grew 94 per cent. Never in the history of our business have we had better corn than is 
now in our warehouse. But wherever you may buy you should know for yourself that your 
Seed corn grows before you plant it. We sell our seed under the following 


j GUARANTEE: 

That it be tested promptly on arrival, anid if it does not germinate to the entire satis- 
faction of the purchaser it shall be returned within ten days from time received at our 
expense and the money paid for same will be immediately refunded without question. 


WHEN TO ORDER. 

It is of great advantage to both our customers and ourselves if orders are placed early. 
This applies not only to corn, but to all seeds. After April first several important varieties 
are usually sold out and cannot be replaced. The ‘‘spring rush’’ is then on; employes be- 
come wearied with the long strain of night and day work, orders and shipments are more 
likely to be delayed, and errors are more likely to occur. In our customers’ interest, there- 
fore, aS well as our own, we urge early orders. 


From ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH. 

Southwestern Iowa is the natural and most favored home of corn, where it attains its 
greatest perfection. This is no idle boast. The claim can be easily established. The 
Nishnabotna Valley is wonderfully productive. The rich soil extends four, six and even 
eight feet in depth, full of life giving qualities that make the monster crops of corn. Mark a 
Square twenty-five miles eastward from the banks of the Missouri River and ten miles 
south to forty miles north of the state line, and there is not another such productive spot 
in the world. ; 

For thirty years pioneers in the seed corn business, the Ratekins have talked “‘the 
breeding up of corn.”’ At first they were laughed at for their pains, but their advice and 
persistence has resulted in the raising of unheard of crops. One hundred bushels to the 
acre is no uncommon thing. But such crops are secured only by carefully selected seed and 
varieties and by a mixture of brains with its cultivation. 


want to improve your corn and increase your yield, don’t fool away your time sending. to amateurs for seed because 
they offer it but a little above elevator prices. Cheap prices may seem attractive to some, but it’s better and cheaper to pay 
FIVE DOLLARS PER BUSHEL for good seed corn; thoroughbred, of inherited productive qualities, than to plant some seed 
even as a gift. 
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Five Grand Varieties of Fodder Corn 


(a 


Cutting a Field of Ratekin’s Giant Shenandoah Fodder Corn. 


FOR YEARS WE HAVE BEEN PREACHING THE GREAT VALUE AND IMPORTANCE OF GROWING FODDER AND 
ENSILAGE CORN TO THE FARMERS. The dry seasons of the past few years have assisted us in bringing these facts home 
to them, and has fully aroused them to its great importance as never before. From all reports coming to us from everywhere 
there was many times over more corn cut for fodder and ensilage purposes the last year or two than any half dozen years in 
the past. When dry weather come on in the early part of the season and other crops were burned out and withered under 
the blasting hot winds the farmers planted corn for fodder and ensilage because it was too late to plant other crops. They 


later found they had hit the mark in so doing. Now every one of them will hereafter plant a liberal acreage for fodder and. 


ensilage purposes, because they have found it one of the most profitable crops they can grow, not as a makeshift, but as a 
necessity. 2 


We make a specialty in seed corn for fodder and ensilage purposes and our customers will find our varieties of the very 
best and highest quality and seed they can depend upon to grow. 


Th Sil We are not selling Silos. We have none for sale. We have no 
e 110. stock or interest in any factory. There are many good Silos manu- 
factured. We do not know which one is best. But we do know that every farm and 
every fatmer who has ten, fifteen or twenty head of stock, of more, should have a 
silo. Silage is good for the cow, the horse, hog, sheep, colts and calves. The silo is 
endorsed by every agricultural college and every leading agricultural publication, and 
by all who have used them. They are money savers and money makers, and keep 
your stock healthy, thrifty and fat. 


The value of a silo is unquestioned. By its use crops may be saved in dry seasons 
that could not otherwise be preserved. By its use the whole corn crop may be saved 
instead of only sixty per cent of it, as now, when the ears only are harvested. By its 
use the stock may be fed succulent feed at all times and thus enjoy June conditions 
the year around. By its use crops are placed under shelter, where they are handled 
in bad weather with the utmost ease and comfort. By its use better and quicker re- 
sults are assured in either the beef or dairy herd. By its use the farmer feels that 
he is up-to-date, because he does his work easier, quicker and with more profit. He 
has more time and more money. He is at peace with himself, his neighbors and 
his dumb animals. He is an optimist. He has made a good investment. 


oy ee Corn fodder may be divided into five 
Varieties of Fodder Corn. classes, viz.: Large Southern Varieties, 


Medium Dent Varieties, Early Dent Varieties, Flint Varieties and Sweet Varieties. 
Each of these has its friends. All may be successfully grown for fodder in almost any 
latitude. The merits of each class are briefly stated under their respective headings. 
If further information is desired we shall be glad to supply it as far as lies within 
our power, and will be pleased to make recommendations when desired. There is one 
point we want to impress on stockmen, dairymen and others using corn fodder, and 
that is to place your orders early. By so doing you secure the benefit of the present 
low prices. You can test the seed and have corn. Prices Subject to Market Changes. 


o_-9 ° Beyond a doubt this is among the best fodder corn, either 
Ratekin s Giant Shenandoah Fodder Corn. to feed green right out of the field, or to put up for the 


silo, or to cure and stack away, cropping as high as 35 tons to the acre. It is sweet, tender and juicy, and furnishes more 
nourishment than any other variety; has shoft joint and therefore an abundance of leaves and blades, and growing as tall 
as the tallest, thus making it of extraordinary productiveness. The only fault we have ever heard of this fodder corn is 
that it grows so large and so tall it makes it harder to handle. We measured one stalk from our crop last fall that was 
eighteen feet and four inches in height and measured 1% inches in diameter at the base, and contained thirty-two pairs of 
broad, long blades. 


Drill 1 to 1% bushels to the acre in rows about 8% feet apart. Five or six kernels to each foot in the row; plow and 
cultivate until three feet high, stirring the surface of the ground often, after which it will take care of itself. 


PRICE: Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu., $1.60; 2 bu., $3.00; 5 bu. and over, $1.40 per bu. Bags free, f. 0. b. here. 


This is a standard Southern variety which has made a wide reputation all over the 
Red Cob Fodder Corn. country, and is noted for its splendid qualities for both fodder and ensilage purposes. 
It grows very tall, ranging from twelve to sixteen feet, and is a very leafy, broad blade. 
PRICE: By freight or express at purchaser’s expense: Peck, 50c; half bushel, 90c; 1 bushel to 5 bushels, $1.60; 10 bushels 
and over, $1.50. Bags free, on board cars here. 


_ grown, either for fodder, canning purposes or for seed purposes, either of which makes it 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 29 


Fodder Corn 


2 There are many who prefer for fodder smaller growing corn than the large and 
Medium Dent Fodder Corn. later varieties, claiming for it the following advantages: First, that it is more 
readily handled by the corn harvester, or even the grain binder; second, that it matures earlier, and gives well formed and 
often partially or fully ripened ears; third, that it is more easily cured; fourth, that the smaller stalks make finer and richer 
fodder; fifth, that the fodder is more easily handled in putting through the silage or fodder cutter, or if fed long is more 
easily handled in the manger. : : ‘ 

We believe this variety will best please the advocates of the type of corn above referred to. It is tall growing, averaging 
seven to eight feet. It is very leafy. It has a small stalk. It will form, even’ in Northern Minnesota and in North Dakota, 
good sized ears, thus adding to its feeding value. ; ; 

Highly recommended by the best ensilage authorities for northern states, as True Yellow Leaming produces large quanti- 
ties of leaves. Bushel, $1.60; 5 bushels, $7.25. 4 


EARLY YELLOW DENT FODDER CORN. When sown thickly in drills, at the rate of from one to one and a half bushels 
to the acre, this seed will give a surprising amount of rich feed, relished by all stock. It can be cut and run through an en- 
silage cutter for the silo just before maturity, or it may be fed in the rack. 

PRICE: Bushel, $1.65; 2% bushels (bag), at $1.55; 10 bushels at $1.50. Bags free. 


= SET SS The farmers of Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire and Massachusetts use for fodder 
Flint Varieties fer Fodder. corn Early Flint varieties almost exclusively. There is absolutely no waste to this 
class or corn, as the stalk is as greedily eaten as the leaves, and the feeding value is superior to everything but the Sweet 
Fodder or Early Dent Varieties. 

When it comes to Flint varieties for ensilage you want to quit looking after you have come to DIBBLE’S MAMMOTH 
YELLOW FLINT. There is nothing grown—nothing ever offered that is better—none that equals it. FIRST, it is as early as 
the earliest dwarf varieties—making itself anywhere in from sixty to seventy-five days, safely beyond danger of frost, good corn 
weather. It grows stalks averaging from nine to twelve feet high and leaves or blades from tassel to ground, and both leaves 
and stalks are very nutritious, and stock devour every vestige of it, stalks and blades, as readily as they eat clover hay. 
It produces one, two and three ears, running from ten to fifteen inches long, and has been known to give a yield of 225 bushels 
of ears in Massachusetts, and almost as much in Minnesota. It’s the corn for fodder! It’s the corn for ensilage and the 
best in every respect for everything and everywhere; east, west, north or south, for early or late planting, where the seasons 
are short or in high altitudes where the nights are cool; also for early feed. Don’t overlook or pass this Flint Corn up. For 
ensilage or fodder; plant rows 31%4 feet part, drilling eight to ten kernels to the foot in the row, and cultivate same as general 
field crop. 


Stowell’s ‘Evergreen Sweet Corn. Among all the splendid varieties for 


fodder and ensilage purposes we have 
here listed we regard Stowell’s Evergreen Sweet Corn as one of the most valuable varieties 


a most desirable and profitable crop. In addition it is a most excellent variety to cut and 
throw out to milch cows, horses, hogs and the colts and calves during the summer and 
fall months, when grass is dried up and pasturage short. As a green fodder fed in this 
Way one acre will furnish as much feed as eight acres of grass. The sweet, juicy stalks 
give it a flavor that makes stock like it as they like nothing else, and stock will devour 
the last vestige of the stalks and blades as clean as they would wipe up the best clover in 
the midst of winter. It is claimed by all dairy farmers that it will not only greatly in- 
erease the flow of milk, but will add a third to a half to the cream production. All we 
have said about its wonderful qualities as a green feed may be said with equal truth and 
force when it is cut up and put into shocks and fed during the winter months. Even in 
its dry stage stock of all kinds will eat every vestige of the stalks and blades. There is 
no waste whatever in this corn. 

Plant with drill in rows 3% feet apart, eight to ten kernels to the foot in the row. 
Cultivate thoroughly, plowing deep and close to the corn the first time, after which culti- 
vate shallow or surface cultivation until three feet high. This variety of corn will make 
you from fifteen to thirty tons to the acre. 


PRICE: 1 Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 65c; 7 Ibs., $1.00, postpaid or express charges prepaid to any 
point in the United States. By freight or express at purchaser’s expense: Peck, $1.00; 
% bu., $1.75; 1 bu., $3.25; 5 bu. and over, $3.00 per bu. Bags free f. o. b. here. 


IN CONCLUSION: The one problem that confronts every farmer who keeps stock is 
how to get feed to supply his horses, cattle and hogs. The corn plant is the foundation 
food, and every portion of it should be used. A good silo on every farm where stock is 
raised and where corn can be grown solves the problem. But where the farmer don’t feel 
able or conditions do not justify he should at least grow a few acres of Fodder Corn and 
take care of it in the most practical way he can. We eannot too highly recommend 
STOWELL’S EVERGREEN where you have only a few horses or cows. Plant a few acres, 
if no more, and our word for it you will be pleased. Don’t plant too early, nor when the 
ground is cold and wet. Sweet corn will sour in the ground when other field varieties will 
grow under wet, cold weather conditions. 


For Grain and Fodder Crop Combined. Wé,,72nt to gspedally, te 


commend our Gold Standard, 
Leaming, Ratekin’s Mammoth Yellow Dent, Pride of Nishna, Diamond Joe’s Big White, 
Iowa Silver Mine and Imperial White Corn. TEHither of these varieties will give you the 
best possible combination for a combination grain and fodder or ensilage crop. All of them ? a : 
mature early, and each have a very heavy stalk, broad leaves and lots of them. Stowell’s Evergreen. 


THE SECURITY TRUST & SAVINGS BANK. Shenandoah, Iowa. 

For many years we have been acquainted, both in a personal and business way with Mr. J. W. Ratekin, proprietor of 
Ratekin’s Seed House of this city. During this time he has handled many thousand bushels of seed from our farms and farms 
of others connected with this bank, and these and his business transactions and relations with us have always been so 
pleasant and satisfactory that we appreciate this opportunity to express our good opinion of his integrity, financial standing 
and progressive business methods. 

His house has built up an extensive business, and the fact that a dissatisfied customer is unheard of is sufficient testi- 
monial of the straight business methods of the firm and the quality of seed they handle and send out. Very truly yours, 

E. C. FISHBAUGH, Cashier. 

: FARMER AND STOCKMAN—(Kansas City, Mo.): 

For many years the Ratekin Seed House of Shenandoah, Iowa, has been a free user of advertising space in the Farmer 
and Stockman. As a result of this many of our readers have had business dealings with this firm. We believe that we voice 
the sentiments of practically all customers of this firm when we say that all seeds sent out by the Ratekin Seed House are 
not only up to the standard in germination qualities and in purity, but they are above the standard in excellency of varieties 
offered for sale. This is especially true as applied to farm crops, and notably of seed corn. The locality where they are 
Situated is recognized to be one of the best corn growing localities in the United States, and by a system of co-operation 
with good corn growers a large number of varieties are grown under the very eye of the officers and managers of this house, 
so that when such corn is sent out it does not turn out to be a hybrid or a freak, but produces like the parent corn. Any 


endorsement that we might give to the methods adopted by this firm in caring for their corn might with equal force be applied 
to their plan of handling all seeds. 


a = s . ~ As against 4,000 in 1911: i H. M. Cotrell, Agricul- 
Ten Thousand Silos Built in Iowa in 1912 faral Conmuasioner of ile Rock Isiand miricee to the Chi- 


_ €ago office of that road (September ist, 1912). The above is a fair index of the favor and utility of the silo, as seen and 


experienced by the Iowa farmers. 
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Ratekin’s Reliable Farm Seeds 


FIRST, AFTER GOOD SEED CORN, IN IMPORTANCE AS A SUBSTANTIAL MONEY CROP TO THE AMERICAN 
FARMER IS SEED WHEAT, OATS, BARLEY, GRASSES, CLOVER, POTATOES, ETC., THESE ARE THE MONEY, DOL- 
LAR, CROPS IN WHICH THE FARMER IS MOST INTERESTED, 


While we have given extensive space to the seed corn question there can be no doubt that as wide opportunity offers to 
careful study and experiment in the growing of other farm crops, with the same success and results as has been attained in 
the improvement of corn and wheat since the agitation and progress made during the past few years. In fact, there is actual 
proof of this our own practical experience as well as others who have planted and grown crops from our seeds within 
the past twenty-nine years. As in corn breeding, we were the pioneers in the breeding and importing new varieties of seed 
wheat and oats from foreign countries. Our methods for breeding oats are much the same as those in use at the Minne- 
sota, Wisconsin and Illinois Experiment Stations, namely, record of single mother plants whose ability to yield has shown 
them to be exceptionally high and worthy of.propagation. In this way our new varieties have been propagated, and we actu- 
ally believe and know that farmers who buy their seeds from us will have every reason to be glad of it, and will find their 
every investment made with us for farm and grass seeds a profitable one. 

In addition to our many years’ experience in the seed business, we Hee had twenty years or more practical experience 
on the farm. Yes, we have been up against the “real thing itself,” and from the time We first engaged in the seed business, 
twenty-nine years ago, we have always felt that the nearer we could keep in touch with the practical, intelligent, up-to-date 
farmer, the more valuable information we could gain, and through this source we have been inspired to make a great many 
experiments in the propagation and improvement. in various kinds of farm seeds and crops. Each year since our business 
began, we have sent out thousands of letters of inquiry to all parts of the country, with regard to results obtained from our 
seed, manner of planting, cultivation, as well as yields compared with other sorts. By reason of this wide and extended 
information we believe We are in a position to help and benefit many of our customers in making selection of seeds best 
suited to their climate and soil, which we are always and ever ready to do. In fact, we want to help and assist our cus- 
tomers in every way we can, and if they obtain good results, or better returns from our seed than others get who buy else- 
where, we feel it the best and most profitable advertising we can do. It not only, insures a continuance of your patronage, 
but is an inspiration to your neighbors and friends to send to us for seeds. 

With the liberal and continued support and hearty co-operation of the fone we shall in the future, as in the past, urge 
onward in the fields of new tests and experiments, believing that if we can get a new sort that will produce TWO BUSH ELS 
where one formerly grew that we are doing the farmer great good. Our success in this line in the past has been signal, and 
the farmer stands by us, for our seeds are recognized for their superior quality the world over. 

WE WERE THE FIRST TO INTRDOUCE NEW AND BETTER VARIETIES OF FIELD SEED CORN. We have im- 
ported AND INTRODUCED NEW VARIETIES OF WINTER SEED WHEAT and SEED OATS, BARLEY, etc., that have 
increased the yield largely; often doubling it. For these reasons. WE TAKE PRIDE in our large and increasing trade in the 
FARM SEED branch of our business, With our new and convenient building, improved machinery and equipment for clean- 
ing, which are as perfect as any in the United States, we are enabled to clean and grade all kinds of ‘seeds perfectly; far 
better than those commonly sold. 


It costs more to grow a crop for seed purposes than the ordinary farmer can under- 
High Grade Seed Grain. stand. In the first place it requires extra choice stock seed, Spesinlly prepared land, 
special cultivation, great care in harvesting, cleaning, testing, preparing for shipment, bags, etc., etc., so we are obliged to ask 
a considerable advance over market prices, but any intelligent farmer will agree with us that such seeds are well worth to 
him, in the increased yield, all we ask. 


Prices Prices named in this department on all clovers and grasses are Subject to important market changes. Quotations 
C are net, and are not subject to premium or discount which is offered on garden or flower seeds. Clover and grass 
seeds are constantly varying in value. Please write for quotations, sending list of requirements when in need. Orders sent 
us will be given, the benefit of lowest prices on day order is received. We will take pleasure in mailing samples and qnuot- 
ing inside prices at any time on request. 


Shi In this department everything that is quoted by the packet or pound is sent by mail, postpaid; all large 
ipping. quantities, unless noted, are sent by express or freight at. expense of purchaser. Prices named include bags 
free. Everything delivered free in good order f. o. b. Shenandoah. 


) s In another place in this catalog you will find freight rates quoted to points in many of the 
Freight Shipments. states, from which you can form a very correct estimate of what the freight will be to your 
nearest railroad station. We want to call attention, however, to the fact that railroad companies usually charge no more 
for 100 pounds than they do for any lesser amount, and should you want less than 100 pounds of seeds, IN ORDER TO 
EQUALIZE OR REDUCE THE COST OF TRANSPORTATION, we advise the sending of club orders. Anyone can get up a 
club. Simply see some of your neighbors and friends and ask them to send with you, and advise us to ship to one person, 
in one shipment. If each customer writes or makes out his own order under his own name it will be a very easy matter for 
us to keep each customer’s seeds separate, and the freight charges will be next to nothing when shared by several persons. 
Or you can divide them yourself as you wish. 

IF YOU.LIVE AT A DISTANT POINT and wish to order some article or seeds that would weigh but fifteen or twenty 
pounds it would then be cheaper and safer, as well as expeditious, to send it by express. 

REMEMBER THAT WE GUARANTEE OUR SEEDS TO BE AS REPRESENTED, AND IF NOT FOUND ENTIRELY 
SATISFACTORY ON RECEIPT AND EXAMINATION YOU MAY RETURN THEM AT OUR EXPENSE ANY TIME WITHIN 
TEN DAYS AND MONEY PAID FOR THEM WILL BE REFUNDED. 


A G d F It is said that ‘‘the result of warfare depends very largely upon the men behind the guns.” 

oo armer. This is equally true of every human endeavor. The successful growing of a crop is no ex- 
ception. “He that by the plow would thrive must either hold or drive’ is as true as the Bible. In this day of advanced 
agriculture success can only be obtained by a good knowledge of the underlying scientific principles. 

Anyone can farm after a fashion, but for best results aside from weather and climatic conditions there are three or four 
other essential elements, all of about equal importance, that must be combined in order that success may be assured. They 
are a good farmer, good soil, good seed and good cultivation, mixed with brains and intelligence. 

The chemical and mechanical conditions of the soil, the physiology of the plants as well as the philosophy of cultivation and 
plant growth, must be understood by the farmer in order that he may be able to meet and overcome the ever varying conditions 
that comfront him, identical conditions not returning once in a decade. Having the knowledge he will know when, how and 
for what purpose he cultivates. To illustrate: suppose the soil seems quite fertile but is inclined to pack and run together 
and become hard on the least provocation. It shows that the soil lacks humus, vegetable mould, or as some eall it, fiber. The 
remedy is to apply a heavy coat of coarse litter, such as coarsemanure, straw or stalks cut fine, or a heavy crop of some green 
stuff plowed under—any way to add decayed vegetable matter to the soil. 

Or suppose there is too heavy growth of stalk, vines or branches and a light crop of grain or fruit. This shows there is 
too much nitrogen compared with other elements of fertility. The thing to do is to add phosphoric acid and potash to restore 
the proper balance, or continue to crop with some rank grower until the surplus nitrogen is taken up. Hence, We con- 
clude the farmer must be a close observer, a good reasoner, a thinker and executor. But however well informed may be the 
“man with a hoe’ he cannot raise a good crop without good seed and good cultivation. 


By good seed we mean that which has been handled so 

Good Seeds Are The Key to The Harvest. that all of its germinating power has been preseryed, 
aided by a constitutional vigor implanted in the grain by a judicious selection, cultivation and environment that produces a 
pure or improved variety. This may be done by the common farmer, but is generally best done by the professional seed 
grower. He generally knows better how to do this, and has the proper facilities for doing the work. This is a business of 
itself. 

Cheap seed is expensive. This cannot be better illustrated than by following the analysis of two lots of red clover which 
were actually bought in the open market, one lot costing $5.20 per ewt. and the other $15.00 per cwt. 

Sample No. 1. Sample No. 2. 
Percentage .Of Weed 'S@Od y iaiericeinsjci sid emer ire wrdelge Shee vita Preah iew reel? 78 09 


Percentage of ditt, ‘Sticks anNd WASH stems < Miklos eielriw a nietelbyare ciel ope iM 08 
Percentage Of Ted! CLOVE Ns. ciele actos ouans. stain ethan eierera cartel sioteistene 48.08 98.83 
Percentaes “red clover, (ESrminatede. « views cicpiees civth pisses «lem ous 18.25 98.86 
Actual cost per cwt. red clover seed that germinated...... $28.48 $15.65 
Number weed: Seed, per Pound .5 i... cae « camed Mle ke sche. tae GRE 139.727 1.50 


Obviously the farmer who bought the cheap seed made an expensive investment. The ‘same rule holds good all along the 
line when it comes to buying and planting seeds for your crops. 
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THE NEW ALBERTA OATS 


Oca Big Oats Make 
4 Big Yields and Big Money 


The Biggest, Best and Grandest 
: ‘ The New Alberta. variety ever introduced into this 
F . country. THERE IS NONE LIKE THEM. We first introduced these 
sy oats three years ago and they gave such wonderful results every- 
: where from the start, we were encouraged the following year to pur- 
chase fifteen car loads, or 20,000 bushels of them and sent out over 
fifty thousand samples. Everywhere they captivated the eye of the 
grain growing farmer, and as a result we sold out long before the 
season was over and could have sold many thousand bushels more 
if we had had them. Everywhere we Sent them they proved a great 
success—the wonder of the OAT WORLD. In view of the increased 
. demand and enormous yields obtained everywhere from them, we 
established a purchasing agent at Calgary, Alberta, in the great grain 
growing district of Western Canada, in 1911 and again in 1912. Our 
agent at that point has been associated with us here in the seed 
business for many years, one who has made the study of cereal and 
farm seeds a specialty for years, especially seed oats, wheat, barley 
and other small grain crops, and perhaps has no superior in judgment 
as to quality and varieties anywhere. During the past two seasons 
we have had him watching crops before and at the time harvested, 
locating the best only that that wonderful small grain country pro- 
duces, and we are again pleased to say we have purchased 25,000 
bushels of the cream of the very best NEW ALBERTA OATS to be 
found or located in that country, for our trade. 


THE NEW ALBERTA—WHAT 
THEY ARE LIKE. 


The illustration bordering this page is a correct illustration of average kernels of these oats. 
_ You will notice they are a big, fat kernel, big enough to please anyone looking for something just 
a little bigger and better than anything ever seen in the oat line, and an oat that weighs out al- 
most as heavy as wheat; usually from forty-four to fifty pounds to the measured bushel, and 
making a yield of ninety to 150 bushels to the acre on good ground. Has a big, strong, stiff 
straw, capable of standing up well on any kind of land, with sprangled head ranging from 12 to 
18 inches long, and some even much longer. Is early to ripen. 


Now I have given no exaggerated or overdrawn description, but can confidentially recom- 
mend these oats and assure all that they will come up to the full measure of your expectations. 
In fact, out of the thousands of bushels We have sent out WE HAVE NEVER HAD ONE 
SINGLE COMPLAINT or DISAPPOINTED CUSTOMER. 


NOW WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO SEE this year would be that every farmer who has one 
acre or more ground to sow in oats, would be, to SOW IT TO our NEW ALBERTAS. It will 
require 214 bushels per acre. The seed will cost you for ore acre but $5.00, or $18.00 for enough 
to plant four acres. Now we are not going to tell you exactly how much these four acres will 
_ yield, but with good ground, well prepared, under normal conditions they will make you a yield 
_._ that will be an eye-opener to you and to your entire neighborhood, and will enable you to sell all 
your surplus at 2 handsome price for seed. 


¥ Two years ago, when we sent out thousands of samples of these oats, a wealthy banker of 
- Chicago, and a large land owner in Central Illinois, while visiting in Southern Illinois, run 
across our catalogue and a sample of these oats. He immediately wired us to ship 100 bushels 
to his manager. Planting season was at hand and the seed was Started the same day his tele- 
gram was received and inside of six days the seed was all in the ground. Do you know the re- 
Sults? From forty acres on which he sowed these oats, there were grown 3600 bushels and there 
were sold from the thrashing machine 31(9 bushels to the surrounding farmers for seed pur- 
_ poses at $1.00 per bushel; thus obtaining $75.00 per acre with 500 bushels left for his own use and 
Seeding purposes another year. Any active, energetic enterprising farmer can do the same if he 
has got the stuff in him to hustle. - 

PRICE: -Large package (enough to give you a bushel of seed), 15c; Ib., 35c, postpaid; 8 lbs., postpaid, $1.50. At pur- 
a expenses, by express or freight: Peck, 9Cc; % bu., $1.00; 2 to 4 bu., $1.90; 10 bu. and over, $1.80. Sacks free, f. 0. b. 
Shenandoah. 


\ 


* My oats stood five feet high; made eighty bushels per The oats bought of you. made good. We have just 
acre; were the admiration of the surrounding country. The threshed from sixteen acres 1,310 bushels, machine measure; 
heads measured an average of 10 to 12 inches. | weight 42 pounds to measured bushel. 


‘ E. J. BROWNING, SAMUEL GLASGOW, 
Franklyn County, Vt. Livingston County, N. Y. 
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Ratekin’s New Alberta Oats 


On the preceding page we have given a true photographic illustra- 
tion of the kernels of the NEW ALBERTA OATS, and the accompany- 
ing illustration shows a head of over 200 kernels on one stalk. By ob- | 
serving closely you will see an average of three kernels to the pod. This 
shows what good breeding does. These oats, practically all the heads, 
show two to four kernels to the pod, all big, meaty kernels, free from 
whiskers and husks and “as heavy as lead.” 

‘GET THE GENUINE ALBERTA OATS from headquarters. We are 
the only Seed House in America that keeps a man on the ground dur- 
ing the growing, harvesting and threshing season, thus insuring GEN- 
UINE SELECT-PURE STOCK. 

CAUTION: Don’t confuse the New Alberta Oats with so-called 
“Regenerated Swedish Select.” Our ALBERTAS ARE A HUNDRED TO 
ONE BETTER than any of the so-called Regenerated Swedish: Select. 
We have tried them out side by side and know this to be true. 

Some think our prices too high for seed enough to plant their entire 
crop, but we can’t sell these oats for less, owing to paying freight 1,800 
miles and duty on oats from Canada, but the increased yield and qual- 
ity will many times over repay the extra cost of the seed. 

EVERY GRAIN-GROWING FARMER SHOULD SOW FIVE OR TEN 
ACRES OF THESE OATS THIS YEAR. THE MORE YOU SOW THE 
BETTER PLEASED YOU WILL BE. TRY THEM AND YOU WILL 
NOT REGRET IT. 


Clay County, Mo., Feb. 27th, 1912. 

I sent to you for some of your New Alberta Oats two years ago and sowed 
them on ordinary ground. I still have on exhibition here some of the largest 
heads that I cut out from my crop, some of them measuring 23% inches in 
length and a very large majority of them running 16 inches. I much regret that 
I did not keep a bushel of them and send to you. Very truly yours, 

A. A. MILLER. 


Gilead, Neb., Feb. 10th, 1912. 
Send me your seed catalog; also prices on seed oats in. fifty bushel lots and 
over. I bought seed oats from you before and was pleased with the results, 
and for this reason would be glad to have your best quotations and lowest 
prices on oats. Respectfully, GORGE MASSING. 


: Ada, Ohio, April 1st, 1912. 
Received seed oats all O. K. March 26th, and find them A No. 1. Am well 


pleased. Accept thanks for your prompt action. i remain, yours truly, 
JOHN SEARSON. 


Mansfield, Penn., May 22d, 1912. 
I should have advised you before this that my seed oats arrived in good 
time and fine condition. Also that I was greatly pleased with the quality of 
them. Truly yours, oO. DEWEY. 


The seed came to hand promptly and I thank you for the way you do 
business. I also received your letter with remittance and refund on overpay- 
ment, which was very much unexpected, but must say it gives me pleasure to 
do business with people like you. I want to try some of your New Malakoff 
wheat this fall. L. D. PRICE, Wakarusa, Ind. 


Spencer, Neb., April 2, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I received the oats I ordered from you, and they are fine. I 
am now sending you an order for some Early Ohio, Red River grown seed po- 
tatoes. I could get what they call Early Ohio, Northern grown here, but they 
dont look good to me, and will send you an order for them. Truly yours, 
JOHN MENTZER. 


Boone County, Ky., Oct. 9th, 1910. 
The oats ordered from you simply done fine; made an average of 125 bushels 
per acre. Please send me sample of your New Malakoff Winter Wheat and 
your wheat catalogue. Very truly yours. W. A. OSBORN. 
From the twenty-six acres of oats (fifty bushels of seed), we threshed 2,190 
bushels, and every bushel will weigh out 40 to 46 pounds per bushel. I never 
saw anything like them in this country. 
OHN E. DIFFENBAUGH, Monroe Co., N. Y. 


LOOK HERE! The oats I bought of you last spring proved all you claimed for them. They 
The New Alberta Oats. stood five feet high and were as even over the top as water in a pond; never 
Take a look at. the above picture. It saw anything like them in this country. The straw was strong and stiff, stand- 
Shows the character and type of these oats. ing up well. They made ninety-six bushels per acre. The weight being forty- 
They were all grown on new, clean, virgin three pounds per measured bushel. Weber want some of your Pride of Nishna 
soil, free from foul weed seeds. and Iowa Silver Mine seed corn in the spring. 
a o = area A. M. GROVER, Bucks County, Pa. 
The oats I raised from your seed were simply great. They The oats stood up to my chin and yielded sixty bushels 
stood up in good shape and were the banner piece of oats per acre. B. F. HULSE, Mercer County, N. 
for this season. ; 
PAUL W. GOODSOE, Stratham, N.. H. FARMERS MAIL AND BREEZE—(Topeka, Kansas): 
Saunk County, Wis., Oct. 1st. You have used space in the Farmers Mail and Breeze for 


many years, and we have frequently seen letters from our 
subscribers complimenting your seed house upon its prompt- 
ness and satisfactory manner in which yoda transacted your 


Ratekin’s Seed House. 
Gentlemen: I sent to you for ten bushels of oats last 
spring. I have just threshed from them 576 bushels of the 


: 7 : ri them. 
finest oats I ever saw. I never saw anything to equal them. business with iv nrraiis 
They are all you claim for them. Truly yours, FARMERS MAIL AND BREEZE. 


OLE OLSON. By Arthur Capper, Publisher. 


per acre. 
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Ratekin’s Big Banner 100 Bushel Oats 


The Big Banner Oats did fine. 
two bushels of seed bought from you last spring. 
J. M. BURBANKS, Clayton County, Iowa. 


Threshed 100 bushels from 


I trust you will be pleased to know that I sowed the ten 
bushels of Big Banner 100-Bushel Oats in good time and on 
strong land, on four acres, and from them I have just 
threshed 425 bushels of the finest oats I have ever seen. 
Every bushel is equal to the sample and seed you sent to 
me. I sure have no kick coming, but feel under many 
thanks for your prompt attention and kind treatment re- 
ceived in all my transactions with you. Very truly yours, 

JOHN J. SEALY, Medina County, Ohio. 


You asked how I liked the Big Banner Oats I got from 
you; also results obtained from them. I can hardly find 
words to express praises for these oats. I never saw or 
grew any crop like or equal to them. From twelve bushels 
of seed got from you I sowed five acres and have just thresh- 
ed them, obtaining eighty-seven bushels per acre, 435 bush- 
els from five acres. This is by far the greatest yield I have 
even grown. They ripened ten days ahead of any of our 
common oats and weighed out forty-four to forty-six pounds 

to the bushel of the finest, meatiest oats I ever say. 
} JAMES E. NEWMYER, Clinton County, Pa. 


The Big Banner Oats I bought of you last spring proved 
out all you claimed for them. They stood five feet high and 
Were as even over the top as water in a pond; never saw 
anything like them in this country. The straw was strong 
and stiff, standing up well. They made ninety-six bushels 
The weight being forty-three pounds per meas- 
ured bushel. Will want some of your Pride of Nishna and 
Iowa Silver Mine seed corn in the spring. 

A. M. GROVER, Bucks County, Pa. 


“Ratekin’s Big Banner 100 Bushell’? White 


Oats are a variety of OUR OWN PRODUCTION, originated 

BY US UNDER THE SEED PATCH SYSTEM, and 
are the result of several years of painstaking in the selection 
and propagating from single select heads which we have de- 
veloped into the BEST AMERICAN GROWN VARIETY IN 
EXISTENCE. This is a BOLD ASSERTION, but is backed 
up from three years’ experience of over twenty thousand 
farmers who have sown and grown them, having sent out over 
fifty thousand bushels during this time, and out of all we have 
never had a single isolated complaint, but have had more than 
a thousand letters from those who have sown them telling us 
of the enormous yields obtained, ranging all the way from sev- 
enty-five to 140 bushels per acre and extolling them from every 
standpoint. 

_ DECRIPTION and POINTS OF SUPERIORITY: First, its 
big, plump white kernel and thin hull. Its quick, strong, robust 
growth from the start. A shorter stronger, heavier, stiffer 
straw than any of the -heavier yielding varieties. Its strong, 
vigorous root system, enabling it to resist dry weather and 
drouth. Its early ripening and maturity. Its absolute freedom 
from rust, blight or smut. Its large kernels being solid and full 
of meat, almost as heavy as wheat, weighing out from forty to 
fifty pounds per MEASURED BUSHEL, combining all the best 
points and qualities of all THE BEST AMERICAN GROWN 
VARIETIES OF OATS IN EXISTENCE. 

We can fully recommend these oats to every grain growing 
farmer, and can assure one and all that you will make no mis- 
take or have no failures in your oat-crop when you sow these 
oats, and I hope every grain growing farmer who reads this 
catalogue will sow at least a part of his crop to them the com- 
ing season. J. ed Res 

PRICE: Peck, 40c; bu., *1.40; 2% bu., $3.25; 5 bu., $6.25; 10 
bu. and more at $1.20 per bu., sacks included. 


I believe among all that is good RATEKIN’S BIG BANNE? 
100-Bushel White Oats to be the best. Side by side with other 
varieties the past season they made two bushels to one of 


other sorts. 
JAMES SWEENEY, La Porte County, Ind. 


RATEKIN’S BIG BANNER 100-Bushel White Oats stand 
pre-eminently at the head of any other oats I have ever grown. 
From ten acres the past season I grew 960 bushels of the 
finest oats I ever saw, weighing out forty-seven pounds to the 
measured bushel. 

L. W. ARMSTRONG, Cerro Gorda County, Iowa. 


Your Big Banner Oats done splendidly for me the past sea- 
son. Made an average of seventy-eight bushels per acre, or 
1,560 bushels on a 20-acre field, measured land. 

SAMUEL KOTCH, Le Salle County, Ill. 


I am more than pleased with the success and results from 
your Big Banner Oats. I obtained ninety-four bushels per acre 
the past season—940 bushels off ten acres of ground, weighed 
measure. These oats, however, weigh out almost as heavy as 
lead. I am well pleased. 

ACOB KERNS, McLain County, III. 


I want to tell you about my crop from the Big Banner Oats 

I got from you last spring. They were simply immense—never 

saw anything like them. Got 1,900 bushels from twenty acres. 

Sowed 214 bushels per acre and got a thousand bushels more 
than any of my neighbors got from the same amount of land. 
JAMES P. HOLLAND, Saline County, Mo. 


I threshed 105 bushels of your Big Banner oats from one 
acre with 2% bushels of seed I got from you last spring. 
Every bushel weighed out forty-five to 48 lbs per bushel, 
and the finest oats in appearance I ever looked at. 

OHN T. SIBLEY, El Paso County, Colo. 


I have never seen or grown anything in the oats line so 
pleasing and satisfactory as your’ Big Banner White Oats. 
They are early, stand up well on the strongest, richest 
ground and outyield ordinary varieties more than two to 
one, and superior in quality as well as in every other respect. 
Made me yield of 111 bushels per acre the past season. 

JOHN C. CLINGMAN, Fremont County, Colo. 


I think RATEKIN’S BIG BANNER OATS ahead of any- 
thing I have even seen in the oats line. Made ninety-six 
bushels per acre, big fat kernels, and weighed out forty- 
eight pounds to the measured bushel. 

SAMUEL J. TILTON, Lawrence County, Kan. 


In the language of Teddy Roosevelt, “I am delighted.”’ 
The Big Banner oats are “bully.’’ Got 610 bushels from 
twelve bushels of seed sown on five acres. Finest oats I 
ever saw. Seed would have been cheap at three times the 
cost. They are grand. 

L. B. PIPER, Platte County, Mo. 


You may be interested to know my experience and re-= 
sults obtained from the twelve bushels of Big Banner Seed 
Oats I got from you last spring. I sowed the twelve bushels 
on five acres of well-prepared ground and threshed from them 
510 bushels of the finest oats I ever saw; weighed out forty- 
five pounds to the measured bushel. Thus you can ap- 
preciate the proportion of hull to solid meat was very small. 

SAMUEL C. SMITH, Jo. Davis County, IIl. 
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THE EARLIEST TO MATURE AND THE 
LARGEST IN. YIELD. 


We have been in the seed business a great many years. In fact, have spent the 
greater part of our lives in improving and importing new varieties of farm seeds and 
helping to better the condition of the farmer, and while we were conscious of the great 
merits of our New Sensation Oats when we first introduced them ten years ago but lit- 
tle did we think of the unbelievable yield of 210 bushels per acre. One hundred bushels 
per acre is no uncommon thing for these oats to make under anything like good condi- 
tions. ALEX MILLER OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, IOWA, WRITES: “Il NEVER 
SAW ANYTHING TO EQUAL THEM. THEY RUN OUT OF THE SPOUT LIKE A 
MILL-RACE.,’’ ABRAHAM MERRITT OF ENID, OKLAHOMA, SAYS: “THEY ARE 
THE EARLIEST AND HEAVIEST YIELDING OATS I EVER SAW. I SHALL SOW 
NO OTHER VARIETY.’’ : 

Our New Sensation Oats are noted for their rapid and vigorous growth and early 
maturity. They mature so early that rust, does not affect them. They yield from seven- 
ty-five to 100 bushels per acre on ordinary land. They are a white oats, grains large 
and plump, with thin hull, often running overweight from six to ten pounds. When you 
sow our New Sensation Oats you have an insurance policy on your crop—one that in- 
sures you against early drouth, rust’or blight; one that always insures you a good crop. 
They grow medium height, strong, stiff straw, and always stand well upon any kind of 
land. In short,, we believe our New Sensation Oats to be one of the best ever intro- 
duced for earliness, enormous yielding qualities and freedom from rust and blight. 
Hundreds. of. our customers have .written us that on account of stiff straw these oats 
stood up perfectly under weather that caused other. varieties to go down or lodge. We 
make it possible for every farmer to get a start if not to sow. his whole crop to. this va- 
riety. Our prices on these oats make this possible, and we hope every: farmer: who grows 
oats at all will try at least a few bushels of this wonderful .variety this coming season. 
Frank Rockefeller (one of the Standard Oil Company), ‘bought .400 bushels of these oats 
for his big farm near Wichita, Kan. Read copy of his’ telegram. p 


TELEGRAM. ‘ 
Kansas City, Mo. March 18.—Ratekin’s Seed House, Shenandoah, lowa: Ship to 
Belvedere, Kansas, 400 bushels New Sensation Oats. Ship via Santa Fe Railroad.— 
Signed, F. Rockefeller. 


There is not a single yield given in our 
catalogue that some wide-awake farmer 
did not have, and that you yourself could 
not have right on your own farm. I= YOU 
BUT WILL. There is not a question 
about this. You are or can be just as 
good farmer as anyone else, if you wish 
to be, and if you wish good yields you 
can have them every time, but you must 
work and think. Plow your ground and 
prepare it in good order; then get RAT- 
EKIN’S RELIABLE and IMPROVED 
THOROUGHBRED SEED. They will as- 
tonish you with the big yields you will 
get. Commence this year. LET 
THIS BE A NEW ERA. It will pay 
you. There is a handsome profit in it 
for you. Big yield means big profits. 
It is the last ten, twenty or thirty bush- 
els per acre of wheat, corn or oats that 
gives the profit in your crop. Now, why 
not have that profit this season? 

We are placing the price on these 
oats very low, aS We are on all our im- 
proved varieties. This, with the superior 
quality of our oats this year, will justify 
you in buying all your seed from us. Re- 
member also that every bushel of seed 
oats sent out by us is thoroughly re- 
cleaned and graded, absolutely FREE 
FROM ANY TRASH OR NOXIOUS 
WEED SEED WHATEVER, and when you get them they are ready to sow. 

LOOK AT THESE PRICES: Bu., $1.00; 10 bu. or more, 90c per bu. 
Bags free on board cars here. 


| 

Black Hawk County, Iowa, Dec. 26th, 1910. | 

Please send me your new catalogue as soon as ready for mailing. The 
New Sensation Oats I got from you last spring were really the sensations of 

this country. They grew five feet high and tops were as level as a pond ! 
of water. They ripened July 8th and threshed out ninety-six bushels per 

acre. How is that? Of course I'm pleased. Send me your 19138 catalogue ‘ i 

| 


for mailing. SAMUEL F. MILLER. Frank Rockefeller. 


as soon as ready 
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Ratekin’s New Kherson Oats 


(Imported from Russia.) 


Without a blemish. Without a flaw. Most wonderful oats. John R. Lang, of 
Sherman County, Nebraska, raised 112 bushels per acre. John Sipple, of Guthrie 
County, Iowa, says the Kherson produced double the yield of common oats on his place. 


5 This new variety of oats was discovered by Prof. F. W. Taylor, the superintend- 
ent of the Agricultural Department of the great World’s Fair of St. Louis, when he 
was traveling in the provinee of Kherson, Russia, in 1900. They were first imported 
into this country and grown at the Nebraska Agricultural Experimental Station, 
where they proved such a great success they sent out small lots to farmers all over 
the state and tests everywhere proved that these oats exceeded the highest expecta- 
tions as to earliness, amount cé yield and adaptability to withstand heavy winds and 
not lodge. The Kherson oats are about three weeks earlier to ripen than ordinary 
varieties. The plant.is a vigorous but somewhat dwarf growth, but shorter or not 
so tall. as later varieties, hence not so liable to lodge. The leaves are broad, fre- 
quently three-fourths of an inch,.wide. They extend to the roots. The straw makes 
unusual good feed and is eaten.greedily by stock. The heads have fine large sprangled 
full, heads, which frequently have more than 100 seeds. A good idea is obtained from 
the accompanying illustration. We confidently advise our customers to sow liberally 
of: these oats. The. Kherson: oats will always make you a sure and certain crop 
whether. the season is wet or dry. The demand for these oats has been almost un- 
paralleled and we have been unable to supply the demand for them in the past, but 
are abundantly supplied this year. They have stood the test on more than 30,000 
farms in Nebraska, lowa and Kansas during the past two years and despite un- 
favorable conditions have produced heavily everywhere. No sort has so-thoroughly 
and completely shown its capability to withstand drouth or wet weather as the 
Kherson. It is bug proof and rust proof. It’s quick to get there. It’s ready to cut, 
thresh and feed before ordinary. sorts are ripe. It gives big yields. It’s the last 
twenty to forty bushels per acre that makes farming profitable. If common oais yield 
thirty to forty bushels and the Kherson gives you sixty to ninety bushels, the last 
thirty or forty bushels are profits. ; 

COST: The. price we are offering these oats at is.ridiculously low, and every 
farmer who reads this catalog can afford to try at least a part of his cron to these 
oats the coming season. . 

PRICE: ‘1 to 5 bushels. 85c ‘per bushel; 10 to 20 bushels and upward, f€0c per 
bushel. Bags free on board cars here. 


Ratekin’s Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa. York, Nebraska, Sept. 15th. 
Gentlemen: The New Kherson Oats I got from you last spring are just what 
you claimed for them. “They are without a blemish. Without a flaw. The most 


wonderful oats this country has ever had.’”’ I threshed 1.270 bushels from ten acres. 
How is that? Tell the farmers everywhere to sow the Kherson Oats. There is none 
like them. The early dry weather done up other sorts here, and I will sell every 
bushel I have for seed. Yours truly, JOHN SHUBERT. 


Livingston County, Illinois, Oct. 30, 1911. 


“The New Kherson Oats is all you recommended them to be—iron:élad. My crop 
made seventy-six bushels per acre the past season and ripened two weeks ahead of 
. earliest varieties in this vicinity. SAMUEL S.. SEMELROTH, 


Wy 
i 


y 


New Kherson Oats. 


Among all the good varieties of oats don’t overlook the Lincoln Oats. Like ‘Old Abe,’’? they are never found wanting. 
They are very early and an enormous yielder. These oats were first introduced fifteen years ago and have fully sustained 
themselves as one of the largest yielders grown. After visiting around and trying many of the so-called new varieties, 
farmers can safely turn back to them as one of the best standard sorts. It is not claimed for them that they have made 300 
bushels yield per acre. This is out of reason and the experience of all practical farmers, but they will run very closely around 
sixty to eighty bushels per acre under favorable conditions. We have the pure, genuine stock, and considering cleaning and 
grading we are offering them very cheap. . 

PRICE: Bushel, 9Cc; 2 bushels, $1.75; 10 bushels and over, 75c per bushel. Bags free, f. o. b. here. 


Ratekin’s Early Champion 


“4 Time tried, thoroughly tested and always a sure cropper. They are an old; well established and well known sort. Every 
farmer knows what to depend upon when he sows them, namely: they can always be relied upon for a large yield and a sure 
crop. In fact, the IOWA EXPERIMENTAL COLLEGE recommends them very highly as among the best yielders and as the 

_ best for, spring nurse crop to grass and clover. They grow a Short, very stiff straw, always stand up well and ripen very early. 

; Wallace’s Farmer says: ‘‘We would rather risk growing grass with Early Champion and Kherson Oats than any other va- 

_ rieties known or grown.” Henry Wallace, editor of Wallace’s Farmer, has stated: ‘I would rather risk growing grass seed with 

_ them than with any variety I Know of.” 

4 PRICE: 1 to 10 bu., $1.0 per bu.; 10 bu. or over, 90c per bu. Bags free, f. 0. b. here. 
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“The Pure Quill” Regenerated Swedish Select Oats. 329 "eens: 


Select is the most widely advertised variety and is sold with great 
claims at extremely high prices by many seedsmen. It is a really val- 
uable variety. The grains are extra heavy, plump and without excess 
hulls, and we are satisfied that the seed we offer is fully equal to any 
offered, and we will be pleased to send samples for inspection and 
comparison. We know that these oats are fully acclimated, have been 
grown successfully under adverse conditions, that they are not dis- 
eased in any way, and know that they will give as good results as the, 
greatly advertised, high-priced seed of this variety. 

PRICE: Peck, 45c; bu., $1.25; 3 bu. or more, $1.10 per bu; 10 bu., 
$11.00; 25 bu., $27.50. nae ae : : ~— 

is variety of oats was origi- 
Red Rust-Proof Oats. nated in Grayson County, Texas, 
and when we were visiting in that state in the early summer of 1898 
our attention was brought to these oats. Also one of the finest fields 
of oats we have ever seen. At the same time other oats crops on 
every side and everywhere in that part of the country were com- 
pletely destroyed by rust and blight, and were crinkled down and not 
worth cutting. We bought the entire product of the field, about 1,800 
bushels, and shipped them to Iowa for seed. It was an experiment 
with us, but we had seen them grown, and knew that with the great 
success they had attained under the hot, burning sun of that cli- 
mate what they would do here in the North, and we were not disap- 
pointed in the results, and since then we have grown them by hun- 
dreds of acres and sold thousands of bushels. Since then these oats 
have made a wonderful record everywhere, and because of this they 
are catalogued by most all the seed houses of the country. But it 
is not untrue to say that more than 75 per cent of all the oats sold 
under the name of Texas Red Rust-Proof are more or less mixed with 
other varieties. However, we have always been extremely careful in 
the threshing handling of our seed crops, and you may depend upon 
absolutely pure stock when you order your seed from us. As their 
name implies they are absolutely rust-proof and are the surest cropper 
grown. They can be sown very early without the same danger of 
freeze or frost other varieties are subject to, and will ripen and be 
ready for harvest two weeks earlier than many of the so-called early 
varieties, and can always be relied upon to give you a yield of from 
seventy-five to 100 bushels per acre on ordinary good soil. 

PRICE: 1 to 10 bu.,$1.00 per bu.; 10 bu. or over, 90c per bu. 
Bags free, f. o. b. here. 3 oft 
Improved White Russian Oats. 77°,or2inal, Steck 
Oats was a capital oats, and sprang immediately into great favor. It 
is quite distinct from most other varieties, being a side or horse mane 
oats. We now offer White Russian Oats grown in North Dakota in 
its old-time purity. While Russian is as nearly rust-proof as any oats 
can well be. It is a good yielder and quite hardy. On account of its 
ability to withstand unfavorable weather will be found very satisfac- 
tory. Pound, 20c, by mail, postpaid; by express or freight, % bushel, 
40c; bushel, $1.00; 10 bushels and over, 90c per bushel. Bags free. 

O ts A change of oats is even more important than a change 

ats. of seed potatoes, and it will pay you to renew your seed 
this year by sowing some of our improved varieties and thus increase 
your yield. Oats grown in the same soil and the same neighborhood 
year after year will deteriorate rapidly and soon become light and 
chaffy. Our prices being very low it would pay every farmer to buy 
new seed stock from us every year. 


What Is Speltz? It is the Greatest Grain Crop 
Grown; Ten Thousand Points in Its 


Favor and Not One Bad One. 


IT IS THE GREATEST GRAIN CROP GROWN: TEN THOUSAND 
POINTS IN ITS FAVOR AND NOT ONE BAD ONE. A grand, glo- 
rious, magnificent small grain—neither wheat, oats, barley, rye or 
corn, but combines all the food and fattening elements of all of them. 


WHAT IS SPELTZ? This question has been asked us many thousand times during the past ten years. SPELTZ IS A 
CEREAL TO SOW. It has TEN THOUSAND POINTS IN ITS FAVOR AND NOT BAD ONE. Speltz is good for everything 


that any and all cereal crops are. It’s good for pasture; speltz fattens in the green state. It makes the best of hay cut 
when in the milk. It grows a 100 leafy stalk from one seed. It’s the most profitable hay and grain food combined on earth. 
It will grow anywhere that any other grain crop will. It’s the greatest drouth resister in the world, and yet is never affected 
by rains, like other grain. It neither rusts, blights or lodges. It matures earlier than oats or spring wheat. It yields ten to 
twenty bushels more per acre than oats, yielding from fifty to eighty bushels per acre; it’s equal to corn, barley, oats, rye as 
a food for stock. It’s the perfection of food for cattle, hogs and horses. Hogs squeal for it: cattle bawl for it, and horses 
neigh for it. One farmer said: “IF YOU SOW SPELTZ FIVE YEARS YOU CAN WEAR DIAMONDS, and your wife CAN 


WEAR SILK AND SATIN, and when your friends come to see you, you can take them out in an automobile.” 


It is the Greatest Drouth Resister of all grain crops grown; it thrives on poor land, on 

Facts About Speltz. stony ground, in the forest regions, in the prairie deserts. It makes a sure he with al- 

most any condition of soil, season or climate; endures a great deal of frost. It is not readily damaged by harvest rains; is not 

susceptible to rust or smuts; yields more than wheat, oats or barley, and is more nutritious than either. Stock like it. If 

sown for hay crop it is better than the best timothy hay. It fattens all kinds of stock that eat, and is the earliest of all 
small grain to ripen—to harvest. 

The culture of speltz is simplicity itself. Speltz will grow and do well on any kind of ground 

Culture of Speltz. where anything else will grow. Prepare your ground as you would for wheat or oats ana sow 

at the rate of two bushels or eighty pounds to the acre. We have this year made our prices very low, because we want 

every farmer who receives this catalogue to try ten or twenty bushels. The more you plant the better pleased you will be. 

PRICE: 1 bu., $1.35; 2 bu., $2.50; 10 bu., $1.20 per bu.; 20bu., $1.10 per bu. Bags free, f. 0. b. Shenandoah. 
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Ratekin’s Giant White Hulless Barley 


Some of Its valuable properties: It’s hulless; it is beardless; it yields good crops on poor land and enormous crops on 
strong ground; weighs sixty to sixty-four pounds to the measured bushel; it is of inestimable value to everyone who feecs 
stock of any kind. It ripens very early; it makes better pork than corn. It’s sure a very profitable crop for every farmer 


: No beards or hulls. The grain looks like wheat. 
White Hulless. Equal to wheat in feeding value, and will yield twice 
as much. No barley of which we have knowledge has proved as valuable to 
the stock raiser as the Improved White Hulless. It is not a malting variety, 
but for feeding purposes there is no barley raised which can compare with it 
in earliness, yield and quality. 


The grain is exceedingly heavy, weighing from sixty to sixty-three pounds 
to the measured bushel. The yield varies according to soil and climatic con- 
ditions, but it can be depended upon to produce from thirty-five to eighty- 
bushels an acre. Its nutritive value is very great. It is fed to work-horses 
at the rate of two quarts where four quarts of oats would be required. The 
best way is to mix it with oats and grind the two together or soak six hours 
in water for horse feed. It is also very valuable for feeding poultry, hogs and 
all kinds of stock. As fattening feed for hogs it has no equal. It makes 
sweeter meat and nicer lard by far than corn. 


It is often grown for hay, coming very early and providing rich feed. 
It should be cut just before it becomes ripe and while the straw is green. 
In this condition it is relished by all kinds of stock. The straw is stiff and 
straight and seldom if ever does it lodge. 


There is positively nothing in the world that will give to your cattle better 
health and add to their weight quicker than the feeding of Giant White 
Hulless Barley. Indeed, feeding them twice daily on 
Giant* White Hulless Barley and once on corn will add 
more fat and better fat, and add it quicker and for less 
money than feeding on corn alone. We know this to be 
true, because we have demonstrated it repeatedly. 


PRICE: Postpaid by mail, 1 lb., 25c; 3 Ibs., 60c; 
7 Ibs., $1.00. By freight or express, at purchaser’s ex- 
pense: Peck, 75c; % bu., $1.25; 1 bu., $2.25; 2 bu., $4.25; 
5 bu. and over, $2.00 per bushel. Bags included, f. o. b. 
cars here. 


RK This grand barley was in- 
Manshury Barley. troduced from Asia by the 
Ontario Agricultural College several years ago, and is, 
beyond doubt, one of the most valuable varieties ever 
introduced into this country, greatly out-yielding the re- 
nowned Manshury Barley. It is an early six-rowed 
variety, maturing in eighty to ninety days from time of 
sowing, and is adapted to all kinds of soil and climate;- 
is very strong strawed, stools well, and bears large and 
well filled heads of plump grain, which possess malting 
cualities of the highest order. Another important factor 
is its nice and bright color, which will not turn dull and 
yellow when exposed to rainy weather, as most other 
varieties do, and on this account it will always be in 
good demand by the brewers and commands the highest 
market price. A good malting barley always Sells for at 
least ten to fifteen cents more than discolored and 
which can only be used for feeding purposes. By grow- 
ing the Manshury instead of some common variety, one can 
easily gain from $5.00 to $10.00 per acre. 1 Ib., 25c; 3 Ibs., 
65c, postpaid; peck, 45c; bu., $1.50; 10 bu., $14.50. : 


Ratekin’s Success Beardless Barley. 


This is a new six-rowed barley, and as the name in- 
dicates, without beards, which is the most valuable im- 
provement ever made on barley. It is a vigorous grower, 
producing strong, short straw and heavy, well filled heads. 
Its earliness is one of the most important features, as it 
ean be cut and put out of the way before the wheat and 
oat crop is harvested. On good land it has produced eighty 
to ninety bushels per acre, and as much as 125 bushels in 
favorable seasons. In regard to soil, it is not particular, 
as a good crop of beardless barley can be raised on land 
too poor to produce a crop of wheat or oats. It is a first- 
class malting barley, and equally good for feeding stock, 
therefore always bringing the highest market price. It 
should not be mistaken for the beardless hulless barley 
which is described above on this page, and which is grown 
for feeding purposes only. Ever since this grand new barley 
was introduced, there has been such a demand for it that 
we were always short in supplying our trade, and we antici- 
pate another great rush for it this year. Peck, 50c; bu., 
ei iiee bu., $3.75; 5 bu. and more, $1.45 per bushel, sacks 
included. 
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A GREAT MONEY MAKER FOR THE FARMER. 

THE HEAVIEST CROPPER KNOWN. 

THE EARLIEST, STRONGEST STRAWED AND 
PLUMPEST BERRIED SORT KNOWN. 

THE. GRANDEST AND BEST YIELDING BAR- 
LEY EVER INTRODUCED IN THE UNITED 


STATES. 

A_CHANGE OF SEED TO THIS VARIETY WILL 
A MORE THAN DOUBLE YOUR CROPS, 
«9 IT CAME OUT ON TOP IN A COMPARATIVE 


TEST OF THIRTY-SEVEN VARIETIES. 


Manshury Barley, 


33 RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 


Oderbrucker Barley, (Wis., No. 55) 
A Grand 6 Rowed Barley. 


There is more barley produced in the State of Wiscensin than in any other locality. The 
Oderbrucker Barley. reason for this is quite evident. In that state are located the largest breweries in the 
United States, if not in the world. On acount of barley being one of the staple crops, the State Experimental Station of Wis- 
consin’ has given particular attention to the breeding of barley to obtain hig yields, protein content and other qualities which 
are essential for both brewing and feeding purposes. Oderbrucker or Wisconsin No. 55 is considered the best variety of barley 
sent out by the Wisconsin Station. Prof. Moore declares it to be superior to the Manshury, yielding five to ten bushels more 
per acre.. The original stock of this barley was obtained in Germany by the Ontario Agricultural College, from which place the 
Wisconsin Experiment Station procured a small supply. By them it was greatly improved and then disseminated. Oder- 
brucker is a stiff-strawed, heavy-yielding six-rowed bearded variety. It is about the same as Manshury in time of maturity, 
manner of growth and general appearance, but has a plumper kernel and weighs ‘more to the measured bushel. Prof. Moore 
says: “In stiffness of straw and rust resistance it is superior to any other variety on test.” | 

It has protein content of fifteen per cent, or nearly double the amount of protein found in many other varieties. This 
makes it a very valuable feeding barley, which is an important consideration with the leading farmers and stockmen, who 
are now appreciating more and more the value of barley as a feed for all kinds of stock, horses as well as cattle. On account 
of its large percentage of protein, it is also one of the best malting barleys. 

OUR SEED BARLEY, of all varieties, was GROWN FROM SPECIALLY SELECTED STOCK and can be depended upon 
to be of pure varieties and of the highest and best grade obtainable anywhere; is also well cleaned, plump and of fine bright 
color. : 

PRICE: Lb., postpaid, 20e. By freight or express, purchaser’s expenses: Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu., $1.60; 5 to 10 bu. 
and over, $1.50 per bushel. Bags free, f. 0. b. Shenandoah. 


CHANGE YOUR SEED WHEAT. 
Spring Wheat. ffierees 


PRICES: We are obliged to ask a considerable advance over the market price for our High Grade Seed Wheat. There is 
very: much larger cost attached to its production and preparation than anyone who has not had the experience could possibly 
appreciate. Space does not permit of going into detail, but, as a matter of fact, the prices named below for the larger 
quantities represent’ but a slight advance over the actual cash outlay to us. We believe that farmers who want to change their 
seed will fin'd it very much to their advantage to secure enough, at least, to give them a start. 


Dp. OO All reliable authorities agree that pure well bred seed produces from five 
Sow Only Pure-Bred Varieties. to ten bushels better yield per acre under ordinary conditions than mixed 
or mongrel varieties, and it always commands from five to fifteen cents per bushel more on the local market than mongrel 
sorts, simply because there is that much difference in the markets at the great milling centers. 


‘ff. This variety of spring wheat has been selected and bred by 
Iowa Chief. *,us and our seed stock grown under our cwn personal super- 
vision until it has attained such a high standard and quality that we feel justly 
entitled to give it a distinct name and brand. All who have seen this wheat, both 
the grain and.the crops while growing, compliment us on its superior quality and 
yield, also fine appearance. It is as nearly pure as wheat can be and by cross 
breeding, we have produced one of the most vigorous strains of spring wheat we 
have ever seen, which goes far in increasing the yield, its early maturity and 
reducing the damage by rust, bugs and storms. It is a hard bearded variety, the 
kind that produces the best milling wheat and finest flour that can be made in 
the world, as well jas the most pounds to the bushel. In addition to this it is 
adapted to any place or locality where spring or winter wheat can be successfully 
grown. 
PRICE: Lb., mail postpaid, 20c; 3 Ibs., 50c.° By express or freight, purchaser’s 
expense: Peck, 65c; bu., $2.19; 2 bu., $2.00 per bu.; 6 to 10 bu. and over, $1.90 
per bu. Bags free, f. 0. b. Shenandoah. 


oe9 O 2 O This is the wheat 
Ratekin’s Big Red Fife Spring Wheat. 72s js the wheat 
Judd Farmer contest of 1906, and is stock selected by Prof. Shaw and the Orange 
Judd Farmer and American Agriculturist as being the purest and healthiest stock 
of hard wheat to be obtained anywhere at any price. It is the wheat that made 
Minneapolis flour famous and is undoubtedly the finest stock. of milling .wheat 
in existence. 

PRICE: 1 bushel, $1.75; 10 bushels and over, $1.60. 


= = Of the many crosses obtained 
Minnesota No. 163 Fife Wheat. Of, {2° many, sposses obtained 
the one sent out by the station as Minnesota No. 163 takes a high rank. The 
heads are long, well filled with medium sized, plump kernels. Flour made from 
this variety shows a higher gluten test than most sorts. The straw is medium 
height, very strong and wiry. At the station farm this variety averaged two to 
five bushels an acre more than the Fife and Blue Stem varieties. The average 
yield of Minnestoa No. 163 Wheat for the past thirteen years has been 26.4 bushels 
‘an acre. This tells a story which should intrest every intelligent grower of spring 
wheat. Our crop was grown in North Dakota on land which had not grown wheat 
for a number of years, and is pure. 

Price: By freight or express, at purchaser’s expense: 1 bu., $1.75; 2 bu., $3.40; 
10 bu., $1.60. Bags free. 


Macaroni Spring Wheat. rand Bu araan) Waeael Noble Macaroni 


Wheat that defies rust, 
that fearful scourge. Marvelous Wheat, Macaroni! The wonderful wheat defying 
ail climates and climatical conditions, disease, insects and rust; yes, everything, 
a yield bordering on the marvelous! Macaroni, or Durum Wheat; a Great Drought 
Resister; Rust Proof. Sent out by the United States Department of Agriculture, 
under strong recomendation as to its great value for semi-arid land where good 
crops of spring wheat cannot be grown or produced under ordinary conditions and it 
has more than justified every claim made for it. Yields fifty per cent greater than 
any other variety of wheat. Many farmers report enormous yields. One writes 
“I obtained sixty-two bushels to the acre, another seventy-one, another fifty-two. 
another forty-eight and another forty-nine.’’ It is always a sure cropper anywhere 
and everywhere and will mature in a shorter period than any other variety of 
spring wheat. It is especially adapted to the Dakotas, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska. 
Colorado, New Mexico, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas and Arizona. It does well on 
poor land and gives enormous yields on good soil. The grain is very hard and 
closely woven, translucent, and rather large. Heads bearded, compactly formed 
and well-filled. It may be sown in Oklahoma, Texas and that latitude in the fall: 
in the north it should be sown just as early in the spring as conditions will permit. 
It requires 14% bushels to the acre. ; 

PRICE: Lb., by mail, 25c; 3 lbs., 60c. By express or freight, expense of pur- lowa Chief Spring Wheat. 
chaser: Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu, $1.60; 3 bu., $1.55 per bu.; 10 bu. and over, $1.50 per bu. Bags free. 
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Winter Seed Wheat 


Prize Winner, Malakoff, Karakoff and Turkey Red. 


THE ONLY VARIETIES OF HARD WHEAT TO SOW. 
IN SOFT BEARDLESS VARIETIES NOTHING EQUALS 


RATEKIN S HARDY NORTHERN GROWN F ULTZ. 
SOW ONLY PURE-BRED VARIETIES. 
“WHAT A FEW OF THE BEST AUTHORITIES SAY: 


; H. M.. COTTRELL, erica Commissioner. says: 
of drouth, eold and- flood - than mongrel wheat. 


predominates, and flour made from such wheat the world over 
: “Plump heavy seed produce strong vigorous plants, and the 
more unfavorable the conditions the better the odds in favor of the well graded heavy seed.” 


yields per acre over light seed .at.all experimental stations.’ 


“Well bred seed wheat is hardier and will stand greater extremes 
Where wheats are mixed and grown together the mongrel or bastard strain 


lacks strength.’ “Heavy seed wheat has given increased 


The loss of money from sowing mixed and mongrel wheat affects every man, woman and child in every state, whether 


they. live on farms or in*town. | 


‘Every farmer, every” -businéss- man, the newspapers of every wheat growing state, farmer’s institutes, banks, commercial 
clubs, ‘millers and grain shippers. Should join in the. movement to get every bushel of wheat sown this year PURE BRED 
AND SEEDED IN PROPERLY PREPARED GROUND. If everyone will take hold at once, it will add millions of dollars to 


the’ value of the wheat crop. 
Prof. Harvey says;. 
strong stalk.* — 
Prof. Kruger ‘says: “T use Be. grow the Kharkof only. 


per acre.’ 


“We. use. the- ‘best seed we can find and fan and grade it thoroughly, ‘so each grain will grow a 


Since up-to-date it is the greatest drouth resisting variety known. 
For the past five years I hav, ‘raised forty-five, forty-four thirty, 
of my neighbors get but fitte en- to twenty bushels per acre from and when they do I have forty and forty-five bushels 


forty and forty bushels per acre on same kind of land some 


(Note—Mr. Kruger BOE: in Ellis County, ‘Kansas. The average yield of wheat in Ellis County is about ten bushels per acre). 


A Photograph of an 80- -acre field of Ratekin’s Malakoff, which made 52 bu. to the acre, grown in 1912 by John McLaren, 
Fremont County, lowa. 


Towa State Cétlesé Experiment Station, Ames, Ia. 
Gentlemen: Have just finished compiling data of winter 
wheat. We find the New Malakoff furnished by you came 
first in yield among ten varieties grown ‘here. Sowed 1% 
bushels to acre, good stand; 23 per cent plants came through 

the winter strong and vigorous. L. S: KLINCK, 


Illinois Agricultural Experimental. Station, 
Urbana, Illinois. 
Yours of the 12th inst. at hand. The Malakoff among 
the best varieties and largest yielders on our plots this year. 
ALBERT N. HUME... 


Gasconade County, Mo., 17th, 1912. 

Please send me copy of your descriptive price list on 
winter seed wheat. The seed wheat I got from you two 
years ago made the best crop of wheat I have ever grown 
Tt made Seventy Bushels to the Acre. If any of your cus- 
tomers have grown a larger yield than this, please let me 
know who, when and’ where. Send me samples of any new 
importations you have made, as I wish to place an order 
with you at once. Respectfully, AUGUST F. HOCH, Jr. 


Nebraska Agricultural Station, Lincoln, Neb. 
Replying to yours or recent date, would say the Malak- 
off gave excellent satisfaction. As regard yields, one the 
best of four or five varieties tested. TT. L. LYEN. 


RATEKIN’S NEW GRAND PRIZE WINNER: Famous, 
Marvel, Grand New Variety of Winter Wheat; imported 
from Russia in 1909. 


RATEKIN’S NEW MALAKOFF. Imported by the RATE- 
KIN’S SEED HOUSE, from Russia, in 1902 and harvested 
our first crop in 1904. In 1907 it made the enormous yield 
of sixty-two bushels per acre, and the following year- from 
twenty acres of measured ground it threshed out 1,192. bush- 
els, or an average yield of over 5914 bushels per acre, prov- 
ing the highest yielding hard wheat ever grown in this 
country. 

RATEKIN’S NEW PRIZE WINNER MALAKOFF, 
KHARKOF and TURKISH RED stand first and at the head 
of all hard varieties. All are extremely hardy, and will re- 
sist more unfavorable conditions than any varieties in exist- 
ence. They will do well- anywhere rye will succeed. 


FALL CATALOG OF SEED WHEAT AND SEASONABLE SEEDS FREE, READY FOR MAILING JULY 15—WRITE FOR IT. 
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Mammoth Wonder White Rye 


W : We consider winter rye one of the most important of all farm crops. In the 
Mammoth onder White Rye. first place it is a anon crop, failures being almost unknown. _ Every farmer 
should have at least a few acres of it. It is usually sown in the fall, and.as it grows very vigorously will furnish pasture till 
late in the fall, and also early in the spring before other grasses have made a growth. So it is of great value to dairy farm- 
ers. If sown early in the spring it makes an early and abundant pasture, but makes no grain crop. Our Mammoth Wonder Rye 
is of extra quality. We are sure it will please you, no matter whether you want it for pasture or grain crop. As grown for 
the grain alone it will yield great returns and make money for you. As much as sixty bushels per acre have been procured. 

Peck, 50c; bu., $1.40; 2 bu. or more at $1.35; 10 bu. or more at $1.25. 


= 1 want to tell you something about Spring Rye, and that is: “It’s a money-maker in the 
Mammoth Spring Rye. fullest sense of the word! The yield is always big and the demand growing with each 
season. Spring Rye would be ashamed of itself to yield less than forty bushels per acre—and at that yield ten acres will pay 
you handsomely.’”’ 

This magnificent rye is of recent introduction, and it has proven to many of our farmer customers a sure money-maker, a 
big money-maker, and an easy money-maker, as good Spring Rye brought almost as good a price as wheat and yielded from 
ten to thirty bushels per acre more. The price is seldom below 60 cents per bushel, while the yield rarely falls below forty 
bushels per acre. We have but a few thousand bushels of this Rye, and we request all our farmer customers to order early, 
as it is the early bird that catches this Rye, as later on in the season it will surely be sold. It can be sown at the same time 
when Spring Wheat is sown, at the rate of about two bushels per acre, if sown alone, but it is much used as a forage crop 
and grown together with vetches and oats. It can be sown later than other spring grain and on that account it is much used 
as a catch crop where winter grain has been killed out. : é 

Spring Rye is more productive than any Winter Rye and the grain is of finer quality. ‘ 

PRICE OF OUR MAMMOTH SPRING RYE: Packet, 5c; lb., 25c; 3 Ibs., 60c; postpaid. By freight, peck, 60c: bu., $1.75; 2 
bu. or more at $1.65; 10 bu., or more at $1.60 per bushel. ‘ 


Forage and Fodder Plants 


THE MOST PROFITABLE PASTURE 
Dwarf Essex Rape. PLANT IN EXISTENCE. 

Come here, Mr. Farmer, until we tell you about Dwarf Essex Rape. 
One acre of Dwarf Essex Rape will pasture more hogs, cattle and sheep 
than six of clover or grass. As a healthy fattening pasture food it has 
no equal. It stands without a rival in point of cheapness and effective- 
ness. 

It is an annual, bearing a close resemblance in leaf and stalk to the 
Ruta Baga, but both leaves and stalk are more numerous in the Rape 
plant, and of a taller habit of growth. It is a pasture plant which may 
be eaten off by any kind of live stock, but it is pre-eminently fitted to 
furnish pasture for sheep, cattle and swine. 

A good crop will furnish at least 12 tons of green food, and its nu- 
tritive value is twice that of clover an acre. One acre of well grown Rape 
will furnish pasture for ten to twenty head of sheep for two months, and 
in that time it will fatten them in good form for market. 

Uses: Dwarf Essex Rape thrives best on a good soil, rich in vegeta- 
ble matter. Slough lands are excellent. This plant may be grown suc- 
cessfully in the following ways, viz: 1. In the early spring to provide 
pasture. 2. In June or July, on well prepared land to provide pasture. 
3. Along with grain, using 5 lbs. of seed an acre, to provide pasture for 
sheep after harvest. 4. Along with peas, oats, clover seed, to provide 
pasture and to get a ‘‘catch’’ of clover. 5. As a cover in the orchard for 
winter protection to avoid root-killing. 6. In corn, sowing the seed with 
the last cultivation; the succulent feed produced may save the loss of cat- 
tle by corn stalk disease. Prevention is better than medicine in treating 
this fatal disease. 7. Along with Rye, sown in August, in sheep pasture. 
8. On early plowed fieids to shade the land and So that the soil will not 
leach, wash or drift. 9. To plow under as a green crop, adding humus 
to the soil, an element needed in grain growing sections. When rape is 
sown broadcast 5 lbs. of seed an acre will suffice. When sown in rows, 
say thirty inches apart, and cultivated, 2 lbs. an acre will be enough. 
Hundreds .of farmers have written us asking methods of rape culture. 
Why, it’s the simplest crop grown in the world. You can sow it anywhere 
and everywhere, and at all times after danger of frost is past until September ist, later in the South. We have hundreds 
of customers who sow fifty to 500 pounds each year. Rape is adapted as a catch crop and may be sown in the early spring 
to provide summer pasture for stock. Plow the ground same as for turnips and sow five pounds per acre broadcast, or can be 
sown in corn and plowed in last plowing. Then after you have cut small grain sow in stubble, running disc over the ground to 
give light covering, There is nothing so easily and profitably grown, and practically at no cost. Sow Rape; it will please and 
profit you. Our.seed is pure Dwarf Essex, imported direct from Essex, England, new crop grown. 

PRICE: 1 lb., by mail, postpaid, 25c; 5 Ibs. (will sow an acre), $1.00. By freight or express at purchaser’s expense: 10 
Ibs., $1.00; 25 Ibs., $2.25; 50 lbs., $4.50; 100 Ibs., $8.00. Bags free. 


W Some firms ask less money for 
% A ord About Our Rape Seed. their Rape Seed than we do. We 
pay a premium for our seed in order to get the purest, cleanest and best, and it 
has always given the greatest satisfaction. A saving of a cent or two a pound means 
from 3 to 10 cents an acre. We do not feel that for this difference between the price 
> of known and unknown seed, seed that is proven good, and seed that may or may not 
Y be good, that we are justified in taking this risk or expecting our customers to do so- 
ty 
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AXA x . ~ A WONDERFUL FODDER PLANT. A new fodder plant of untold 
VAN CERN ? Pencilaria. value. To the farmer for its immense growth of hay; for its excel- 
IN Nis AWN; lent fodder; for its quick growing foliage. It is a native of Central America. It is an 


annual plant, having broad foliage, very much resembling corn_leaves. If cut as soon 
as it reaches the height of two or three feet it can be mowed from four to six times, 
according to the latitude. If allowed to grow twelve or eighteen feet high and cut 
when the flower heads begin to develop it will yield the heaviest fodder crop per acre 
of any plant now in cultivation. For feeding it is equai to any fodder, and is relished 
by any kind of stock, either dry or green. 


ENORMOUS GROWER. 
It should be planted six inches apart in the row and the rows about 3% feet apart. 


Cultivate two or three times if possible, and by that time the sight will astonish the 
beholder, and you will marvel at its luxuriance, and your wonder will but then begin. 


It will average forty rich, juicy, leafy stalks to the plant. Sow as early as you would 
Indian Corn. The usual way of growing it, however, is to mow same when three to 
six feet high, and it will immediately start again and can be mowed four to six times 


during the season. Every farmer, everyone who keeps cows, horses and hogs should 
try it. Sow in drills five to six pounds, or broadcast, eight pounds per acre, 

PRICE: Pkg., 5c; 1 lb., 25c, postpaid. By express: 1 Ilb., 15c; 10 Ibs., $1.30; 50 
Ibs., $6.00. 
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Forage and Fodder Plants 


aa ° “This is a plant which affords the opportunity for one to 
Ratekin Ss Teosinte. make millions of blades of grass grow where none of any 
account grew before.’”” This is what Prof. Aasa Gray said of Teosinte. The plant came to us 
from the fertile plains of the Nile, where travelers tell us the enormous yield of 300 tons of 
green fodder per acre is not uncommon. Here in America, too, its yields have been marvelous. 
At the experimental stations of Louisiana, Mississippi, Georgia and Florida it has always given 
the heaviest yields of any of the forage crops grown. Georgia reports 38,000 pounds of green 
forage per acre; Mississippi, 44.000 pounds; Louisiana, the enormous. amount of over 100,000 
pounds. Its yields here in the north are not as large, but, nevertheless, this plant yields here 
@ much greater amount per acre than either corn or any sorghum variety. It is a remarkably 
vigoraus grower, reaching twelve to eighteen feet in height, with an unusually abundant 
supply of leaves and tender stems, which continue to grow until killed by frost. Quite often a 
single kernel will produce as much as sixty to one hundred stalks of the most nourishing green 
fodder imaginable. If cut when it reaches four to five feet in height it makes excellent fodder 
and will produce a second crop fully as large as the first. If left to grow until September or 
October it furnishes excellent material for the silo in much greater amount than any other 
forage crop; and there is no other plant which is its equal for soiling purposes. Its leaves are 
similar to those of sorghum, but much longer, and the stalks contain from eight to ten per 
eent of sugar. Its value for feeding and soiling is apparent from the fact that the entire crop 
of fifty tons per acre which was grown at the Louisiana Experiment Station was sold to. 
dairymen at the rate of $2.00 per ton while standing in the field.. Teosinte thrives best in a 
long season of hot weather, on rich soil with abundant moisture. 

CULTURE OF TEOSINTE: We would advise sowing same in hills four to five feet apart 
each way about corn planting time, and cultivate the crop like corn. The greater distance 
should be given on richer soil. It wants plenty of sunshine and cultivation and then it will 
gZrow so rapidly that it will soon cover a whole acre and look like a dense forest. It can be 
cut with a reaper and fed in the green state, it can be dried and makes a magnificent 
fodder for cattle during the winter months. There are unlimited possibilities for our annual 
fodder plant, Teosinte, and we know if you will give it a trial that it will more than pay you 
another year. Just try and grow this for your cattle and hogs. You will be surprised how 
they relish it, and what a tremendous amount of fodder you will get out of an acre. 

PRICE: Package, 10c; oz., 15c; %4 Ib., 30c; % Ib., 55c; Ib., $1.00; 2 lbs., enough for one 
acre, $1.90; 10 Ibs., $9.00, postpaid. 


Teosinte. 


John Urhin, 
Coesfield, Tex., 
says: ‘‘Teosinte 
is simply im- 
mense. It did 
not seem to care 
whether the 
drouth struck it 


Barbara Frye, 
Millersburg, Ohio: 
“The Teosinte is 
excellent. It grew 
from ten to 
twelve feet high 
and from forty to 


Early Amber Cane. 


fifty pounds from 
one Kernel of seed.”’ 


Joe A. Noble, 
Caddo, Ky., says: 
“Am well pleased 
with Teosinte as a 
fodder plant. I grew 
from one Kernel of 
seedi1l3 stalks 
fourteen feet high. 
That is immense.’’ 


J. Roppel, Mont- 
jomery County, Mo. 
““Teosinte is a great 
fodder plant, and 
am wonder fully 
pleased with it. 
Forty tons of mag- 
nificent fodder to 
the acre is my 
yield.”’ 


NOTE: The sorghums all have better drought resisting qualities than Indian corn. 
be classed as saccharine and non-saccharine (sweet and non-sweet). 
group, Milo Maize, Jerusalem Corn, Kaffir Corn, 


or not and Kept 
rignt on grow- 
ing. It did not 
have any rain 
for ten weeks, 
but the 26th day 
of July we had 
a good rain. 
Now, you think 
it is not grow- 
ing, but it is. 
One stalk of it 
grew eleven in- 


ches in ‘thirty- FY 


six hours. On 
one plant raised 
from one kernel 
of seed I got 
Sixty -four 
storng, bushy 
stalks.’’ 


Kaff : 
The varieties are many, and may 
The first group includes sugar cane, ete.; the second 
Within recent years dairymen have widely recognized the high ecomo- 


mic value of thickly sown sorghum as a summer food for milch cows. f ; : 

Eariy Amber Cane is the most valuable fodder plant in existence for their use. Nothwithstanding its great adaptability 
as a food for live stock it is only quite recently that the real value of sorghum (or sugar cane) has attracted general attention. 
Its great merit is now beginning to be appreciated. It is of the very best quality, being sweet, tender, nutritious and 
greedily eaten by cattle, horses and hogs. Dairymen find that the cows will give more and richer milk from its use and it is 
claimed that as high as ten tons of fodder have been grown per acre. It can be grown successfully in any part of the 
country, from Canada to Texas, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific. It is one of the best plants to withstand drouth and 
unfavorable weather, and is therefore a comparatively sure crop, and a larger crop is often produced from one acre than 
from three to five acres in hay. It is usually put in during the first half of June, sowing 100 pounds per acre, broadcast, 
or sixty to seventy-five pounds per acre if sown with a wheat drill. Cut in September or just before frost with a mower 
and cure like hay, or with a binder and stand the bundles up. Many varieties of cane are used, but we consider either the 
Elack Seeded or Red Seeded Amber the most desirable. If wanted for sorghum purposes we recommend sowing the Kenney’s, 
which is purer, but the cheaper grade is about as desirable for fodder purposes. Price is subject to market changes, but it 
usually advances later in the season. 

Per Ib., 20c; 3 lbs., 50c. By freight: 10 Ibs., 40c; 25 Ibs., 75c; 100 lbs., $3.00; 500 lbs. or more, at $2.50. 


= = A non-saccharine sorghum of high value; cultivated like corn. It is a vigorous grower, of 
Yellow Milo Maize. deep green color, attaining a height of eight or ten feet. Some stalks develop twenty heads. 
The seed is fed to horses, cattle, chickens, etc. It will mature its main head in 100 days, and will continue growing until 
frost. Plant four to five pounds per acre. 5 
Packet, 10c; Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 65c, postpaid. By express or freight, not prepaid, peck, 85c; bu., $3.00. 
This non-saccharine sorghum is one of the best and surest grain crops for dry countries and seasons. 
Jerusalem Corn. It grows about three feet high and makes one large main head and several smaller ones. The grain 
is pure white, and a good food for man or beast. Use three pounds of seed per acre. zh 
Packet, 10c; Ib., 25c; 3 Ibs., 65c, postpaid. By express or freight, not prepaid, peck, $1.00; bu.,- $3.50. 
K ffi C é This is a most excellent fodder plant, yielding two crops of fodder during a season. It grows from five 
arrir orn. to six feet high, making a straight, upright growth. The stem or stalk bears numerous wide leaves. 
The stalks keep green and are brittle and juicy, making excellent fodder either green or dried. The seed crop is also heavy, 
sometimes yielding sixty bushels to the acre. Both grain and fodder are excellent. The stalk remains tender to full ma- 
turity of the seed. There is no failure about it, as it-possesses the quality that all the tribe possess of going without rain 
without any loss of capacity of yield. The grain is extremely valuable for feeding to poultry and will make a flour that is 
like wheat. Cultivated the same as our common Indian corn, requiring five pounds of seed per acre. For fodder sow one- 
half to one bushel, either broadcast or in drills. a 
Packet, 5c; Ib., 20c; 3 lbs., 50c. By freight, peck, 40c; bu., $1.35; 2 bu. or more, at $1.25. 
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Ratekin’s Panicum Crusgalli 
The Great Oriental Grass Yields 10 to 15 Tons of Fodder to the Acre. 


© < RATEKIN’S LATEST INTRODUCTION. MORE NUTRITIOUS 
Panicum Crusgalli. THAN OATS, CORN OR ENSILAGE. A new grass, imported 
by us from the sunny Isles of Japan. Our attention was first called to this grass by Japanese 
authorities, who recommended it very highly for feeding dairy cattle, young stock and sheep, . 
it being very rich in protein and nutritious elements. 

At°our trial grounds, on our farms, it has proven a wonderful success as a forage plant 
and far beyond our best expectations, producing fifty bushels of seed, 30,000 pounds of green 
fodder, 10,000 pounds straw, 11,000 pounds hay to the acre, and has proven to be equal to 
alfalfa hay and superior to corn fodder or ensilage or oats for feeding milch cows; also other 
stock. If sown in the South, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi and that latitude the 
last of April it will be ready to cut for hay the middle of July. In the North, in Iowa, Ne- 
; braska, Illinois and other northern states, it should not be sown until about any time in May, 

dependent on the seasons and latitude where sown. It attains a height of 5 to 8 feet, accord- 
in the season, and when desired for hay should be cut just when the heads begin to appear 
and before the seed begin to form. We can fully recommend this new annual grass, and want 
to urge and insist on all our customers and friends to at least make a trial of it. Sown 
broadcast requires eighteen to twenty pounds; drilled twelve to sixteen pounds to the acre. 


PRICE: By mail, postpaid, per lb., 50c; 3 lbs., $1.25. By express or freight, expense of 
purehaser, 10 Ibs., $2.50; 25 Ibs., $5.00. 


Sand or Hairy Vetch Has Come to Stay 


© (Vicia Villosa), called: Hairy Vetch. This very valuable 
Sand or Winter Vetch. forage plant is rapidly becoming more popular each year, 
as farmers are learning more of its great value. It is very hardy, is valuable. As its name 
implies, ‘““Sand Vetch’’ seems to be especially adapted to light, sandy and poor soils too poor 
to produce good crops of cow peas, soy beans or crimson clover, but will respond much more 
liberally on stronger and better lands. : y 
As our country grows older our lands become more and more impoverished by constant 
cropping, the accumulated humus of past ages is used up, ay 
the land becomes hard and unfriable, will not hold moisture; 
and as a result we are reaping small erops, and occa- 
sionally a total failure. This plant was introduced originally 
a from. Russia, where it seems to be a native, and has 
Pp been used as a hay and fertilizer crop for a great many 
: years. Since its introduction a few years ago it has steadily 
grown in favor wherever tried. It improves the soil, being &@ great’ nitrogen gatherer. 
It belongs to the pea family, but the vines are much longer and the foliage is more 
abundant. It may be sown either in the spring or fall with about half a bushel of rye 
er oats for support. It grows rapidly and is particularly valuable in sections where clover 
does not thrive. In the North it remains green all winter under the snow, and it is invaluable 
for early pasturing or soiling. The Department of Agriculture estimates the value of an acre 
uf this vetch plowed under equal to commercial fertilizer at the rate of from $16 to $40 an 
acre. When sown in August or September it covers the ground before frost and prevents 
leaching of the soil during the winter and spring. When sown in April or May it can*be cut 
in July, the second growth affording excellent pasture during the summer. The yield of green 
fodder is from twelve to twenty tons an acre. When raised for hay it should be left standing 
until some seeds have become well formed. Sow forty-five to sixty pounds of vetch and with 
it half a bushel of rye to the acre. Large pkt., 5c; lb., 25c, postpaid. By freight, Ib., 18c; 10 
Ibs., $1.60; 100 lbs., $15.00. Bags free. 


A WORD ABOUT PRICES on Millets and Vetch: Prices named above are the prevailing 
prices at time this catalogue goes to press, January 1st, but are subject to fluctuating market 
prices. Our prices are always in line with any other reliable seed house, and it would be weil 
to write for firm prices before ordering in large quantities. 


s Sunflower seed is one of the best egg pro- 
Mammoth Russian Sunflower. ducing foods for poultry. It can be sown 


anv time before the middle of July. Plant in hills 3% to 4 feet apart each way, or in 
drills. Seeds are the best of food for poultry, and is much cheaper to raise than corn. 

Only those who have tried it realize what an important crop the sunflower proves to 
the poultry and hog raiser. The poultry man well knows the egg producing properties of 
sunflower seed. It is also very fattening and contains a very high percentage of protein. 
Sow the seed in rows far enough apart to admit of cultivation. Two to three pounds 
will plant an acre. The plants will grow from six to ten feet high and will be literally 
covered with large heads well filled with seed. In feeding to both poultry and hogs all 
that is necessary is to allow them to help them- 
selves. Large pkt., 5c; %4 lb., 10c; lb., 25ce, post- 
paid. By express or frieght, lb., 15c; 5 Ibs., 60c; 10 
Ibs., $1.00. 


Artichoke Roots. Jia, NEM, Vani 
TY, producing from 300 to 600 bushc’s per acre. 
An excellent food for cattle, sheep and milch cows; Winter Sand Vetch, 

they are for the production of milk equal if not su- 

perior to bran. But their greatest value is food for hogs. Even the labor of feeding 
is avoided, as the hogs will help themselves if allowed to do so. We consider them the 
cheapest and healthiest hog food possible to raise, and find that where brood sows 
have free access to artichokes they and their pigs invariably do well. Hogs will not 
only grow, but fatten on them. 

PLANTING, CULTURE, PRICES, ETC.: Artichokes need planting but once and 
little or no culture after the first year. Cut as potatoes, only smaller; plant in rows 
3% feet part. Plow deep, plant shallow, say two inches; the second year break up the 
ground as for corn; will come up thick all over the surface. 

PRICE: 1 Ib., 30c; 4 Ibs., $1.00, by mail, postpaid. By freight or express: 1 bu., 
$2.60; 5 bu., $2.50 per bushel. (Three bushels sufficient for one acre). 


EVERY POUND OF FEED PER ACRE THAT 
Make the Land Produce YOU CAN. Every plant that will conserve 
other crops raised on a farm is of material advantage to the farmer. In this depart- 
ment will be found a number of items which, if properly used, will solve the prob- 
lem of feed for the live stock when corn, hay and pasturage are short from any cause. 
Amber cane or Kaffir corn for fodder; rape or kale for pasturage; vetch or field peas 
for hay can be used by any farmer in the corn belt with profit. All may be siloed 
with corn to advantage. 
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Beets and Mangel Wurzels are Corn Savers 


° In all parts of the country for feeding stock. 
Extensively Grown Sow in April or May, in drills is inches 
apart, and thin to six inches in the row. If your soil is deep and mellow, 
plant the long varieties; if shallow, the round kinds will do better. No 
crop pays the farmer and stock raiser better than mangels; 1,000 bushels 
to the acre is an ordinary yield, while with good culture 2,000 bushels have 
been grown to this amount of ground. It costs, counting labor, use of 
ground and everything, less than $25.C0 to raise an acre of mangels and 
gather and store them. This, for an ordinary yield, is a cost of only five 
cents per bushel. They make the cheapest of foods for all kinds of live 
stock—horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, chickens, etc. Easily grown, and they 
help to keep stock in good condition and free from disease, Dairymen claim 
that a bushel or mangels and a bushel of corn are worth more than two 
bushels of corn. Use five pounds to an acre. Prices quoted by express 
are not prepaid. 


COLLECTION OF MANGELS: One ounce each of the eight varieties 
of mangels and sugar beets for 35c; %4 Ib. of each, $1.25; lb. of each, $3.50, 
postpaid, or $3.00 by express, not prepaid. 


The Mammoth Long Red Wurzels, 
ealled by some seedsmen Jumbo 
Mangels, and others call them by 
other names, but they are all the 
same. There is no root crop grown, 
if any other crop of any sort, so prof- 
itable for stock feeding purposes as 
Mangel Wurzel Beets, and they are 
so easy to raise we can’t understand 
why every farmer who raises hogs, 
or keeps milch cows,- do not grow 
them. They yield all the way from 
iit, : ' a Z twenty to sixty tons per acre and are 
“kit ; 5 = the most healthy diet for hogs during 
A : Y Bs the winter when they are deprived of 
clover and grass, and are equally good 

and valuable for milch cows and other 
cattle. Two bushels of beets: with one 
bushel of corn will go further, make 
more growth and fat or milk than 

three bushels of corn, and will besides 
keep. your hogs and other stock in 
healthy, thriving condition. They usu- 
ally grow to an average weight of 

twenty. to forty pounds each, and I 
-have had reports of ‘where they at- 
. tained as high as ninety to 104 pounds. 
I will. tell you how .to plant these 
CORN SAVERS that make your 

HOGS HEALTHY AND FAT... Plant 
from first of. April to last of June, in 
rows eighteen inches apart. It re- 
quires only five pounds of seed to 
plant an acre. After they are well 
started, thin out until the plants stand 
about six inches apart in the row. If 
too thin in spots, they will bear trans- 
planting. Pull them and store them 
‘in a cellar where they will not freeze 
and mix some pulverized soil with 
them and a little over them and they 
will keep in good condition for feeding 
- until grass comes inthe spring. 

PRICE: Postpaid by mail or ex- 
press prepaid, 60c per Ib.; 5 Ibs. 

(enough for one acre of-ground), $3.00. 
_. By freight or express, your expense; 
5 lIbs., $2.00. 


SS DV ee 


S An improvement on the long, yellow mangel, being of considerably greater size, more 
Mammoth Golden Giant. than half above ground and of a more grayish or rather russet rellone Remarkably 
even in shape, rather elongated, of vigorous growth; it has a fine neck and a very smooth skin; flesh white. firm and sweet; 
much liked by cattle; a magnificent root, easily lifted from the ground, producing enormous crops. Excellent keepers;_ yields 
forty to sixty tons per’ acre. Per oz., 5c; 4 Ib., 25c; lb., 60c. By express, not prepaid, 4 lIbs., $2.00. 


s ’ Finest type of yellow globe in cultivation. Roots immense size, fine shape, small ta 
Champion Yellow Globe. root, neat top. Flesh being very firm and fine grained, renders it an eucctiont cae 


ing variety. Well adapted to shallow soils and has a record of producing 106 TONS PER ACRE This immense cro y 

- - = = . . : : Dp Ww as 
grown by_sowing seed in drills 14 inches apart and thinning to 10 inches in the row. Our seed of thi yariety i i 
«choice. Per 0Zz., 5c; % Ib., 25c; lb., 60c. By express, 5 Ilbs., $2.00. ~ Ee ERA Poe! 


Best for dairy farming. Considered indispensable among English dairy farmers; it is stated b 
Golden Tankard. them they are able to obtain a higher price for milk when feeding cows on Golden Tankard. 
Sheep thrive on it. Other mangels cut white, circled with yellow, but this is of a rich, deep yellow throughout. Early, hardy 
ee nee gS fe on account of its shape the roots can be left. standing close in rows. Per oz., 5c; 4% lb., 25c; lb., 60c. 
y express, S., $2.00. , ‘ 


he") 


Crimson Tankard. ee por ere like above, but of crimson color. Per oz., 5c; 44 lb., 25c; lb., 60c. By express, 


= An improved strain of the White French Red Top Sugar Beet, which is wonderfully fine for 
Danish Sugar Beet. feeding to milch cows, and will add greatly to the milk production as well as to is richness. 
It will yield as much as most varieties of mangles, and we consider it of superior feeding value. Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; ™%4 Ib. 
25c; Ib., 75e. By express, 5 lbs. or more at 50c per lb. ‘ ; : 


(i; This is a hybrid or cross between the Mammoth Long Red Mangel and Sugar Beet, 
Giant Half Sugar Mangel. and for our own feeding we have found it .superior to either. Being eet ee: both 
cattle and hogs relish them. Per oz., 5c; %4 lb., 25c; lb., 60c. By express, 5 Ibs., $2.00. 


ed -W. Also called Diamond Sugar Beet. This variety is cultivated on a larger scale for the beet sugar 
Klein anzleben. factories than any other, as it usually yields 15 to 20 per cent of sugar, Root is of shape straight, 
tapering evenly, and somewhat screw shape. Our seed is grown in Germany from beets which were tested as to per cent of 
Sugar before setting out. The heavy per cent of sugar makes it also of great value for feeding. Per oz., 5c; %4 Ilb., 25c; Ib.. 
60c. By express, 5 Ibs., $2.0°. 
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Cow Peas 


Cow Peas have long been grown in the south as forage crops and soil improvers. The 
result has been that the attention of northern farmers has been attracted to the crop, and 
the culture has been greatly extended as varieties have been introduced that ripen anywhere 
in the north. They will thrive where clover will not grow. They must not be sown till the 
soil is warm. Where wheat follows the oat crop, the peas can be sown after oats are 
harvested and will make a growth to turn under for wheat that will improve the crop. 
The early 70-day sorts are best for this purpose; the running varieties for earlier sowing 
for hay. The crop of hay even on land of only moderate fertility will be more than two 
tons per acre. 


N E The earliest variety of Cow Peas in existence and therefore decidedly the 
ew ra. best for growing in northern states. Throughout the south Cow Peas are 
considered one of the most profitable crops, as they yield immensely and are largely used 
as green summer feed and also for planting in corn and other crops and plowing under as 
a fertilizer. Particularly recommended for planting after grain harvest and plowing under 
in fall. If you will get the grain off the ground early and plow and plant to New Era 
Cow Peas you can put the ground in fine shape for next years’ crop. You will not have to 
haul manure on land so treated. Sow in orchards and either use for feed or soiling. Every 
farmer can use them profitably, as the New Eras mature in sixty days and have done well 
as far north as Minnesota. Packet, 5c; lb., 30c; 3 lbs., 80c, postpaid. By freight, peck, $1.25; 
Us, po. toe 
S Wi 3 The most highly valued plant in the south for fodder and re- 
Whip-Poor- ill. claiming old and worn out land, as it is a leguminous plant of 
special merit as a fertilizer. The vines when fed green make the best fodder and are very 
nourishing. The Whip-Poor-Will is the most popular sort, and yields a good crop of both 
fodder and peas. When ripened ground peas make the best cattle fattener. Packet, 5c; 
Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c. By freight, peck, $1.10; bu., $3.50; 2 bu. or more at $3.25. 
Fi Id P For northern states there is no crop of greater value than Field Peas, 
1e€ €as. and none is more neglected, which can only be attributed to a lack of 
knowledge as to their merits as a fodder, being very rich in the elements that improve the 
muscle, bone and nervous system. Sow only when the ground can be worked, using two 
bushels of peas and two bushels of oats per acre. Cut when the oats are in the milk and 
cure for hay.. Especially valuable to the farmer who has not enough meadow land. 

ae More used than any other. Is one of the very best soiling 
White Canada Peas. crops at the north. It is sometimes grown alone, but the 
most satisfactory dairy results come from sowing it with oats, rye or barley. It makes good 
ensilage, and is an admirable food either green or dry for cattle, being highly nutritious 
and rich in milk-producing elements. It is quite hardy and may be sown early in the 
spring, and will be ready to cut in May or June. The seed should be sown at the rate of 
one to one and a half bushels per acre. Packet, 10c; pint, 20c; quart, 35c, postpaid. By 
express or freight, not prepaid, quart, 20c; peck, 85c; bu., $3.00; 2 bu., $5.50. 

s The berries ripen in about three months from the time of planting 
Soja Beans. and produce a crop of twenty to forty bushels to the acre, and are as 
easily grown as other beans. When roasted and ground it closely resembles coffee and 
tastes quite similar. Some mix half and half with coffee when using and claim it is 
superior. Its great value to the farmer lies in the fact that when ground it makes one of 
the most valuable crops for feeding stock and adds greatly to the milk production. This 
variety will ripen in all the northern states, where it has been grown, over four feet 
high, heavily podded with seed and yielded over ten tons per acre. It is a valuable fodder 
variety either for feeding green or for the silo. Being a rich, nitrogenous feed, it is un- 
surpassed as a flesh former, and like the clovers, is a soil improver. Plant in drills two or 
three feet apart and one foot between plants. Packet, 5c; lb., 30c; 3 Ibs., 75c, postpaid. 
By freight, peck, $1.00; bushel (50 Ibs.), $3.50. ; 

Th Cl This is so called from the color of the seed, which is the color of red- 

e ay. dish yellow clay. The plant is of the same season and habit of growth 
as the Black, and like the Black, has ripened as far north as Southern Minnesota. Many 
growers in the south prefer it to the large Black because of the fineness of the growth, 
which makes it easier to cure. Packet, 10c; pint, 25c; quart, 40c, postpaid. By express 
or freight, not prepaid, quart, 25c; peck, $1.00; bushel, $3.50. 


S/d WY DOA AS A wonderful improvement over the 
Whip-Poor- Will Cow Peas Improved Navy or Boston Beans. old-time Navy Bean and superior to 
Michigan pea bean. Makes a very desirable farm crop, especially in the far north. Packet, 

5c; % pint, 12c; quart, 35c, postpaid. By freight, peck, $1.00; bushel, $3.75; 2 bushels or more at $3.50. - 


PRICES OF PEAS SUBJECT TO MARKET CHANGES. Prices are so fluctuating that during the season there may be 
a wide variation in price and we may be entirely out of line with current prices at time ordered, but we will give you closest 


$i 


prices and quotations at any time upon request. 


JAPANESE BUCKWHEAT. Entirely distinct from all other re 
Buckwheat. varieties; it has the advantage of remaining for some time in SS JA PN 
piaritee 


bloom and produces seed earlier. On this account it can be grown farther north. 
It resists drouth and blight very well. The seed is rich dark brown in color and 
larger than Silver Hull. As much as forty bushels to the acre has been harvested 
of this variety, making it very profitable to raise. % bu., 50c; bu., $1.45; 2 bu. at 
$1.35; 10 bu. at $1.25. Bags free. 

SILVER HULL BUCKWHEAT. This valuable variety originated abroad and 
is a decided improvement on the old black or gray sort. It is early, remains longer 
in bloom than other sorts. A fine variety for honey bees. The grain is of a 
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beautiful light gray color, and has a thin husk. Millers prefer Silver Hull, there 
being less waste and it makes whiter, better and more nutritious flour than other 
varieties. Silver Hull is more productive and the grain meets with a more ready 
sale, bringing higher prices than the Japanese. Under favorable conditions it 
will yield forty to fifty bushels an acre. % bu., 50c; bu., $1.40; 2 bu. at $1.35; 
10 bu. at $1.25. Bags free. 

IMPROVED EVERGREEN. For length, strength and 
Broom Corn. straightness of brush this variety is unexcelled. ar is of 
light green color without the slightest reddish tinge. It makes far the best brooms 
of any grown. Height seven to eight feet. 
rhs Recess By mail, postpaid, lb., 30c. By freight: Peck, 60c; % bu., $1.10; 

U., gl.1d. 

DWARF EVERGREEN, This is a popular variety on account of its being not 
so liable to blow down and lodge as the taller varieties. Heads are very brushy and 
make a fine yield. 

PRICE: By mail, postpaid, Ib., 30c. By freight: Peck, 60c; % bu.,. $1.10; 
1 bu., $1.75. Ask ’for prices on quantity. 

It will pay you to sow nice, pure, high-grade flax seed. Our 
Seed Flax. seed is thoroughly re-cleaned, free from mustard or any weed 
seed, and is as good as can be purchased anywhere. Price subject to change, 
Ter lb., 20c; 3 Ibs., 50c, postpaid. By freight or express, not prepaid, peck, 65c; 


bu., $3.25; 2 bu. or more at $3.10; 10 bu. or more at $3.00 per bushel. 
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New Crop, Recleaned, Tested Grass Seeds 


Ratekin’s Iowa Chief Brand Grass and Clover Seed. 


READ CAREFULLY Prices on Grass, Clover, Alfalfa, Millet and Cane seed (‘“‘Sorghum’’), are so fluctuating in 

, ¢ value that it is impossible to accurately foretell or gauge future prices and values. iiere- 
fore it would be well to write for latest quotations. But to customers at a distance, who cannot lose the time required to do 
this, will say, if prices are lower they will get the full value of money sent. If higher we will ship all the money sent will 
pay for. Prices named are the ruling prices at time this catalogue goes to press. 

We pride ourselves there is no other house in America that takes such extraordinary 
care in cleaning and placing on the market a more superior grade of grass seed than 
our house does. WE CALL SPECIAL ATTENTION TO ABOVE PARAGRAPH by 
reason of the many perplexities we have encountered in our experience handling grass 
and clover seeds. Many times our catalogue prices and quotations have been entirely 
out of line; either above or below current prices a month or two after our catalogue had 
gone to press, but our customers can always rest assured that our prices will be in 
line with any other reliable seed house in the country, quality and grade of seeds 
considered. : 

We are here in the famous “BLUE GRASS DISTRICT” of Iowa, where there is a 
large surplus supply of all the best grasses and clovers grown, and are always in position 
to obtain the most choice seed, the very BEST there is to offer. In fact, we possess 
many advantages over the city seed houses, aS we are so situated that we can always 
have choice of the best that is grown, while the lower grades are shipped away to other 
seed markets For these reasons we can always sell a better-grade of seeds and sell 
them at lower prices than other seed houses not so situated. By reason of the ad- 
vantages named we have for many years handled grasses and clovers extensively, and 
have made this branch of our business one of our specialties. WE HANDLE BUT ONE 
GRADE OF GRASSES AND CLOVERS. THAT IS THE BEST GRADE AND QUALITY 
THAT CAN BE GROWN. In addition to the numerous advantages we have related we 
have the best equipment for cleaning and grading all kinds of grass and clover seeds 
that can be found in any seed house in the world. Remember, in getting prices do not 
compare them with seeds left by some farmer at a dealer’s to sell or in exchange for 
goods; seeds which have never been recleaned and which come directly from the thresh- 
ing machine. We have had instances come under our observation where ‘good clover 
seed’? would waste one-half in cleaning. One who has not seen our cleaning equipment 
or seen us cleaning grass seed has no idea of the noxious weed seed and trash, dirt 
and inferior light seed that are in timothy and clover. In fact, nearly all grass seeds. 


Bromus Inermis 


Of all the grasses that grow or have ever been introduced into this country BROMUS 
INERMIS is the greatest. None has ever proven so valuable and of such great import- 
ance. It is a hardy perennial, withstanding the extreme of heat and drouth and of 
cold better than any other cultivated grass. It has been fully proven that it will not 
only succeed and grow under about any conditions, but will do well where timothy, 
clover, orchard grass or alfalfa will wither and die. It will also make the most astonish- 
ing yields under such unfavorable conditions. It is a native of Europe and Asia, ranging 
from France eastward into Siberia. It is thoroughly permanent and grows with 
wonderful rapidity, producing heavy crops and luxuriant pastures. Its value to farmers of dry regions cannot be overesti- 
mated. All kinds of stock eat it with a relish, and chemical analysis made show it rich in flesh producing ingredients, much 
more so than timothy. It is very hardy and starts very early in the spring, and grows later than any other grass in the 
fall. There is no grass that will withstand the extreme changes in temperature that BROMUS INERMIS will without injury. 
Grows twenty-four to thirty-six inches in height and can be cut two or three times per year. Should be sown in the fall or 
early in the spring, using twenty to twenty-five pounds seed per acre if sown alone, or if with alfalfa use twelve pounds with 
eight pounds alfalfa. Our stock of BROMUS INERMIS is new crop grown and has been carefully handled, and can be de- 
pended upon to grow vigorously and with good results. 

PRICE: Postpaid, 1 lb., 30c. By freight, purchaser’s expense: 10 Ibs. or more, 23c; 100 Ibs., $20.00. -Bags free. 


Defies Drouth, Resists Frost—Best Grass of the Age. 


: S Is also known as “Austrian Brome Grass,” “Hungarian Brome 
Bromus Inermis. Grass” and ‘‘Awnless Brome Grass.’””’ The experiment stations of 
Colorado, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and different grass stations of the Agricul- 
tural Department, Washington, D. C., have conducted extensive experiments, and all recom- 
mend it in the highest terms. 

The editors of the following agricultural papers comment very favorably upon BROMUS 
INERMIS: Orange Judd Farmer, Chicago, Ill.; Prairie Farmer, Chicago, Ill.; Northwestern 
Farmer, St. Paul, Minn.; Dakota Farmer, Aberdeen, S. D.; Nebraska Farmer, Omaha, Nebr.; 
Kansas Farmer, Topeka, Kan.; Homestead, Des Moines, Iowa; Wallace’s Farmer, Des Moines, 
Iowa; Breeders’ Gazette, Chicago, Ill., and many others. Could there be any better proof of 
its value than this? 
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Ti th Ts so well known that it needs hardly any description. There is scarcely a 
Imo y variety of natural or tame grass that is so generally cultivated as this. It is 
suited to moist, rich land, where it grows to perfection and yields under favorable circum- 
stances large crops of hay. If cut in Season, which is at flowering time, it makes a most splen- 
did nutritious hay, while for pasture it cannot be recommended, as almost every farmer knows; 
its growth is not thrifty enough and close pasturing is injurious to it. When sown with red 
clover it makes a splendid mixture, and where it is about half and half the timothy yields 
fully as much as if alone, and you have the clover crop extra. One feeds off the soil and the 
other the air; the clover greatly enriching the land. For this reason we have added timothy 
to most all of our clover mixtures, where circumstances will allow. 

We want to insist and encourage those who anticipate sowing to order their grass seeds 
early. Market prices are so fluctuating we do not undertake to make firm prices beyond 
present stocks, which are at present sufficient. under ordinary conditions to meet the require- 
ments of our trade. ? 

PRICES: IOWA CHIEF (highest grade). By mail postpaid: 1 Ib., 30c. By freight or 
express, purchaser’s expense: Peck, $1.00; bu., $3.75. Bags included. 
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: “No seed firm in this country takes greater pains and care in the purchase and sale of grass seeds 
Clean Seeds. handled than do we, and fhe feperes jets of greater knowledge or better judgment. The men en 
charge of buying, cleaning and grading have all had more than twenty years’ experience in our own establishment. We #80 
have the latest and best cleaning machinery and thus equipped we are in position to furnish and do furnish the very hig n= 
est possible quality in this line. No expense is spared either in purchase price or handling to keep up the quality; of course, 
it costs a little more, but when vou see a field of grass, free from weeds, of strong and vigorous growth, you will realize that 
quality is and should be of greater concern than price. 
ania eae ieee SNAG Meade ina TaN leer leet elvis wea Tee cA od Be ee ee te tee it et 
PANICUM CRUSGALLI, THE GREAT ORIENTAL GRASS: MORE NUTRITIOUS THAN OATS OR CORN; YIELDS TEN 

TO TWENTY-FIVE TONS TO THE ACRE. 
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| Ratekin’s Grass and Clover Seed 


A Few Plain Facts ABOUT GRADES AND QUALITY OF GRASS AND CLOVER SEEDS: The terms so often 

used by various seedsmen by which different grades of grass seeds are designated, such as 
“Fancy,’’ “Prime,” ‘‘Choice,”’ ete., which are not only misleading, but confusing to the ordinary farmer who wants the best 
there is to be had or grown, and which, by the way, are always the cheapest in the end. On the preceeding page we have 
called attention to the fact that “WE HANDLE BUT ONE GRADE OF GRASS AND CLOVER SEEDS—THE BEST GRADE 
AND QUALITY THAT CAN BE GROWN.’ This being so we cannot compete in price with cheap, low grades and quality 
of seed advertised under these confusing and misleading names.and in order to protect ourselves. our customers and the good 
name of our HIGHEST AND BEST GRADES OF PURE, CLEAN SEEDS we have adopted a trade-mark or insignia, “IOWA 
CHIEF BRAND,” to designate them from lower grades of seed which we will hereafter handle only to compete in price with same 
grades of seeds listed by other seedsmen, but in justice to ourselves and our trade we wish to call attention to’ the fact that 
in cleaning seed so as to make our “IOWA CHIEF BRAND” grade there is much seed removed which, while not sufficiently 
high quality to grade “IOWA CHIEF BRAND,”’ is suitable for seed, and this will be sold at lower prices, such as Fancy, 
Choice, prime and Fair, the quality and grades will be quoted on request in the order here named, but are not listed in 
our catalogue. 


CAUTION We wish to WARN prospective purchasers of Grass, Clover and Alfalfa Seed to be careful in buying thelr 
- ¢ seeds. Fully one-half of the grass and clover seed offered will be foreign imported seed, grown no one knows 
where, nor nothing about the age of it, and possibly full of noxious weed seeds. 


ALL SEEDS NAMED OR QUOTED ON THIS PAGE ARE IOWA CHIEF BRAND. ; 

° ° ° This is a better combination for either pasture or 
Timothy and Alsike Clover Mixture. meadow than Medium Red Clover and Timothy, as 
they will flower and ripen at the same time; Alsike Clover can be sown to good’ advantage on moist soil, 
and will make a much finer hay than this being free from fuzz and dust, and will not cause the horses to 
cough. é ‘ 

The seed that we offer has been raised together, and, being both of the same size, they cannot be separ- 
ated so that we have to sell it at a reduced price. The seed contains a third Alsike:Clover and the balance 
timothy, or is as_near in that proportion as we can tell, which is just the proper proportion of sowing. It 
should ke sown at the rate of 8-10 pounds per acre. z 
PRICE: Per lb., postpaid, 30c. By freight or express, purchaser’s expense: 10 Ibs., $1.75; 25 Ybsi,. $4.00; 100 lIbs., $18.00. 


R d T A hardy native perennial grass, succeeding best on moist land. It accommodates itsélf to a variety of soils, 
e€ op. however, even to quite dry situations, and stands hot climate admirably. It is the most permanent grass 
we have. It remains green for the greater part of the year. Sown largely in marshy land and sloughs in the west. In the 
east it is one of their principal sorts. Fancy cleaned seed. : 

PRICE: Per lb., 35c; 8 lbs., 90c, postpaid. By freight: Per bu. (14 lbs.), $3.00. 


We regard this as one of the most valuable grasses for several reasons. Chief among them is that 
Meadow Fescue. it adapts itself to different conditions of soil and climate and does well all over the United States 
and Canada, and is also highly valued and largely cultivated throughout Europe. It gives a large amount of early and late 
feed of good quality, and yields heavily—from two to four tons of hay per acre, which is of fine quality and very ‘nutritious. 
As a pasture grass it is particularly valuable, as it is a persistent grower, and one of the earliest in spring and the latest in 
the fall. It never freezes out or winter-kills, and is not affected by drouth. It grows well, wet or dry, bottoms, hillsides 
and gravelly and loamy lands and clays, and having many fibrous roots running down eight to fifteen inches, resists the drouth. 

PRICE: 1 lb., 30c; 3 Ibs., $1.00, postpaid. By freight: Per bu. (14 lbs.), $3.00. ye fede 


. . nti ee E> in 
; This is a grass which resembles Bromus Inermis in> char- 
Bromus Erectus or Meadow: Brome Grass. acter, but is better suited for poor, light soils:.and hillsides, 
where it resists any amount of burning heat, while frost does not affect it. For such places it will prove a blessing, and 
it will be of inestimable value to countries where the clovers or other grasses do not thrive well. Vilmorin, the notéd agri- 
eulturist of France, says that twenty years ago he sowed this grass, and the grass still stands extremely well.* BROMUS 
ERECTUS grows well on land so poor that other grasses cannot. exist, and furnishes excellent pasturage. The seed is 


sown the same way as Fromus Inermis, at the rate of eighteen to twenty pounds per acre. PRICE: 1 lb., postpaid, 28c; 
1 bu. (14lbs.), $2.80; 100 lbs., $18.00, Ask for prices. ‘ nl ie 


J h G As a meadow or hay grass this variety is highly esteemed in the south, where during the hottest and 
onnson rass. driest seasons it can be relied upon to yield heavily. Its value, as shown by chemical analysis, is 
better than timothy hay. When cut at ‘time recommended there is no possibility of introducing this grass-where it is not 
wanted. We only advise the sowing of Johnson Grass where it is desired to remain as permanent ‘meadow. Should be sown 
August to October, or in spring, at the rate of one’ bushel per acre. / , 

PRICE: 1 lb., 30c; postpaid; 10 lbs., $1.75; 100 lbs., $15.00. Bags free. 


English or Perennial Rye Grass. 725, 0"; Kentucky Blue Grass. 
Very valuable and exceedingly. popu- 


England. Does well also in this country. Good for both 
pastures and meadows, but rather coarse for lawns; suc- jar in many sections of the country 
ceeds well in the shade. as a pasture grass. It is productive 


” ” 


Lb., 20c; 10 Ibs., $1.00; 25 Ibs., $2.35; 100 Ibs., $9.00. 
Add 10c per pound oii this and all the following grasses 
if to go by mail. 

° Similar to the preceding, but 
Italian Rye Grass. larger and stronger in growth. 
Lb., 15¢; 10 Ibs:,° $1.10; 1C0O Ibs.,)0$9.50: 

? Similar to English Rye Grass, 
Pacey s Rye Grass. but smaller and more dwarf. 
For that reason desirable in lawn mixtures. Will make a 
showing’ on a new lawn quicker than most any other grass. 

Lb., 35c; 10 lbs., $3.50; 100 Ibs., $35.00. 

. A very distinet bottom grass with 
Creeping Bent. long creeping stems. Its creeping 
root and spreading habit form a lasting turf that withstands 
hard usage better than any other grass. 

Lb., 35c; 10 lbs., $8.75; 100 lbs., $30.00. 
Also known as English Blue 
Meadow Fescue. Grass. Excellent for permanent 


pasture. Short crop. Lb., 35c; 10 lbs., $2.75; 100 lbs., $25.C0. 

For dry soils. Lb., 

Tall Meadow Oat Grass. f(0" “WY foe's ite: 
100 Ibs., $19.50. 

Recommended for short herbage. 


b 
Sheep s Fescue. Should be in all sheep pasture mix- 


tures. Lb., 35c; 10 Ibs., $38.00; 100 Ibs., $25.00. 


Meadow Foxtail Valuable for low ground. lLh., 


35c; 10 Ibs., $2.75; 100 Ibs., $25.00. 


‘suited for meadows. Unexcelled’ for 


You Run No Risk. 


and unusually early in spring, furnish- 
ing delicious food for all kinds of 
stock. It is not affected by frost or 
drouth; is suited to a great variety 
of soils, succeeding best on a moist, 
rich meadow. For permanent pastures 
it is particularly valuable, being of 
dwarf growth, therefore not so well 


lawns. Our seed is all new crop, best 
grade, “extra cleaned.”’ Sow twenty 
pounds per acre for pasture, or fifty 
to seventy-five pounds for lawns. 
PRICE. “Per lb;, 45e.) 3 IDS.) -31.20. 
postpaid; 1 bu. (14 Ibs.), $2.50; 100 


Ibs., $18.00. ‘ 
Orchard Grass 2. 7u™~? 
valuable grass for pasture or hay land, 
and on account of the earliness very 
Valuable for permanent pastures. It Kentucky 
furnishes the first green bite in the Blue Grass. 
spring and the last in the fall, and is 
quick to recover from close cropping, and even thrives better 
the more it is cropped. It is well suited to shady places, 
such as orchards and groves. Sow twenty pounds per acre. 
PRICE: Per Ib., 30c; 3 lIbs., 75c, postpaid. By freight: 
Per bu. (14 lbs.), $2.80; 100 Ibs., $18.00. 


PANICUM CRUSGALLI, THE GREAT ORIENTAL GRASS; MORE NUTRITIOUS TE:AN CORN OR OATS. 


When you purchase our “Towa Chief Brand’? Clover and Grass Seeds, for if not satisfactory on 
receipt and examination you may return them and money will be refunded. You can also test 


them yourself if you desire. Of course we do not guarantee them to grow or produce a perfect crop as we have no control over 
the manner of sowing or weather conditions but do our best to have everything first class. 


° ° They change constantly and we cz ake ¢ ‘ic thie ri rari : Je is i 
Write for Prices. ey « n ] d we cannot make a price which will be invariable. We issue a price 


list each week from January to 


If you are in a hurry order seed and we will send full 


value of money received on day order arrives. We pay postage at the one and three pound rate only; large quantities ship- 


ped at purchaser’s expence. Trial packets of any variety at & 


cents each. 
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Lawn Seed Grass---Beautify the Home Place 


ABSOLUTELY THE BEST LAWN SEED THAT EXPERIENCE CAN SUGGEST, OR THAT MONEY CAN BUY. 


owner can make. 
new lawn. 


several varieties. 


sured from early spring to late autumn. . an ; 
they all abscrb the same kind of food, but if several varieties are sown the same area will support many more 
plants, as different sorts live on various elements in the soil. 


A smooth, velvety lawn surrounding a house adds not only,to the value, but enhances the enjoyment of 


every home, whether it be in city, town or country. } L 
The following suggestions may be of benefit, especially to those who are about to make @ 


When properly made a lawn is the best investment a home 


The most important thing to consider in selecting seed for lawn grass is to obtain a proper mixture of 
By properly choosing early, medium and late grasses a smooth, even green lawn is as- 


A given area can support only so many grass plants of one kind, for 


With these facts in mind our IOWA CHIEF 


BRAND Lawn Grass is scientifically mixed and combined. Our experience of many years has given us intimate knowledge of 


grasses, their habits and requirements. 


PRICE: . By mail, postpaid, lb., 4¢c; by express or freight at purchaser’s expense, Ib., 30c; 4 lbs., $1.25; 10 Ibs., $2.75; 100 Ibs., 


$27.00. Bags free. 


-Ratekin’s Superior Clover Seed 


In -other places in this book we have called attention to the value and importance 
of purity and good, strong germination of all seeds, especially grasses and clover. 

Without the use of the microscope the ordinary farmer, or anyone else, for that 
matter, would hardly detect the difference. The man who sold the seed to the store- 
keeper may mean well and be the best fellow in the world, but such seed is always 
dear at any price, even as a gift, when you can buy our high-grade seed at reason- 
able—our lowest and best prices. 

WHEN. YOU BUY YOUR SEEDS FROM US YOU RUN NO RISK. IF NOT EN- 


'-TIRELY SATISFACTORY ON RECEIPT YOU MAY RETURN THEM AT OUR EX- 


PENSE AND MONEY PAID FOR THEM WILL BE REFUNDED. : 
PLEASE NOTE: Prices of Clover and Timothy are subject to fluctuations of the 
market. Buyers should write for firm and lowest price before buying, which we 

quote by return mail. Then there is sure to be no misunderstanding. 
This is the most important of all clovers 


Medium Red Clover. and the standard everywhere for hay and 


pasture. It is known as Common Red or June Clover in many sections. Our 
Iowa grown clover seed has become widely known for its purity, strong vi- 
tality, hardiness, vigorous and healthy growth, and stooling qualities, so 
that now we receive many orders from the most distant parts of the United 
States. Well-posted farmers are beginning to appreciate the difference between it 
and ordinary stock. Our “IOWA CHIEF BRAND” grade is the plumpest, cleaneSt, 
purest, fanciest grade; tested and of high:vitality. Farmers usually sow fifteen to 
twenty pounds of clover seed to the acre when: sown alone, but this seed is so choice 
that six or seven pounds is really enough if conditions are favorable, but we recom- 
mend sowing ten pounds, so as to be sure of a perfect stand. About five pounds if 
sown with timothy. 


Ratekin’s lowa Chief Brand Clover Seed. 
Alsike or Swedish Clover {irijctum Mer 


hardy clover. Perennial. On rich, moist soils it yields an 
enormous quantity of hay or pasturage, but its greatest value 
is for sowing with other clovers and grasses, as it forms a 
thick bottom and greatly increases the yield of hay; cattle 
prefer it to any other forage. The heads are globular, fra- 
grant and much liked by bees, which obtain a large amount 
of honey from them. Sow in spring or fall at the rate of six 
pounds per acre when used alone. 


“IOWA CHIEF BRAND.” Lb., 35c, 35¢e, postage paid; pk., 
$3.75; pu., $12.25; 100 Ibs., $19.50. 


NOTE: At pound prices we send by mail postpaid. In 
larger quantities the prices are for seed sent by express or 
freight (sacks included), at purchaser’s expense. 


(Meliotis Alba, or Bokhara). Tall, 
Sweet Clover shrubby plant, bearing innumerable 
small white flowers; very valuable for bees, and sown largely 
along the roadside by beekeepers. Both leaves and flowers 
have a delightful fragrance. Sow ten pounds per acre. 

' Per Ib., 35c; 3 Ibs., $1.00. By freight, 5 lbs. or more at 


25c per lb. 

W 2 . (Trifolium Repens). In connection 
hite Dutch with Kentucky Blue Grass it furnishes 

finest and most nutritious pasture for sheep and cows. Also 

used for making lawns. Sow six to eight pounds per acre. 

$7 dere 45c., postpaid; by express or freight, lb., 35c; 20 Ibs., 


(Medicago Mac Ulata). Is used mainly 
Bur Clover in the southern states and in California. 
It fills in the season when other forage plants have become 
dried up by the summer heat. Stock of all kinds feed upon 
the burs, which contain a large portion of nutritious matter. 
Sow fifteen to twenty pounds per acre in August, Septem- 
ber or October. 
Per lb., 50c, -postpaid. Ask for prices on quantities. 


Per lb., 30c; 3 lIbs., 80c, postpaid. Per bushel, $12.00. 


(Lespedeza Striata). Low, perennial 
Japan Clover spreading habit. Stands excessive 
drouth well; flourishes on poorest soil in southern states. 
Sow fifteen pounds per acre. It makes a fair hay, and 
stock eat it readily when green. It is also valuable. for 
turning under as green manure. Sow in spring broad- 
cast at the rate of thirty pounds per acre. 

Per ib., 30c. White for quantity prices. 


Mammoth Red Clover (Trifolium Pratense Pe- 


renne). Also ealled 
Sapling or Pea Vine Clover. This greatly resembles the Me- 
dium Red, but is of much taller and more vigorous growth. 
Nothing equals it for hog pasture, as it will produce an 
enormous yield and is of the highest feeding quality. It 
gives quick results, making an unequaled crop, and is an ex- 
cellent pasture grass. If your soil is poor and needs en- 
riching there is no fertilizer as cheap and good as sowing 
Mammoth clover and plowing the crop under. & 


“IOWA CHIEF BRAND.” Lb., 30c, postpaid; pk., $3.25; 


100 Ibs., $20.00. 

= = (Trifolium Incarnatum). 
Giant Crimson Clover This is an annual varie- 
ty. The yield in fodder is immense, and after cutting it at 
once commences to grow and continues until severe freez- 
ing weather and makes good hay. Sow in April or May, 20 
pounds of seed per acre. The only objection to this is that 
it winter kills in this latitude. Desirable as a soiling crop. 


“IOWA CHIEF BRAND.’ Ib., 30c, postpaid; pk., $3.00; 


bu., $11.50; 100 Ibs. 

i (Trifolium Repens). A small headed 
White Clover White species that is very fragrant 
and exceedingly desirable for mixing with lawn grass seeds. 
Although it is not a heavy producer it is of great value for 
use in permanent pastures, as it affords a most nutritious 
food for sheep and cattle. This variety will succeed in al- 
most any soil. About six pounds are sown to the acre. 


“IOWA CHIEF BRAND.” Lb., 50c, postpaid; 10 Ib. lots, 
35c a lb., by express. 


Few persons detect impurities in grass seeds unless the seed is very foul. 


Frequently our farmer friends have watched 


the recleaning of timothy or clover seed by our machines, and noting the impurities taken out have wondered where they 
came from, as the seed semed without dirt or trash before clleaning. Other seed dealers who have happened to be in our 
Warehouse when we were cleaning clover have often remarked that the seed looked so extra nice they should not reclean it. 
From those same lots of seed we were cleaning out three to five pounds per bushel of trash, sand and shrunken clover seed. 
This makes quite a difference in real value, and our seed is really worth $1.00 to $2.00 per bushel more than that obtained 


from most dealers. 


A Warning. 


of this state. 


During the past few years immense quantities of iow grade, impure and adulterated clover containing the 
most noxious weed seeds have been imported from Europe, Canada and Chili and shipped to the farmers 
In some cases where samples have been sent to the Department of Agriculture reports show that the seed con- 


tained Canada Thistle, Dodder, Wild Mustard, etc., and farmers burned the seed instead of sowing it. 
*Panicum Crusgalli. The Great Oriental Grass: More Nutritious Than Corn or Oats. Yie!ds 10 to 25 Tons to the Acre. 
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Alfalfa---The Great Agricultural Clover 


NEBRASKA DRY LAND GROWN ALFALFA. 
OUR CIRCULAR ON CULTURE OF ALFALFA IS FREE. 


© The United States Depart- 
Alfalfa Is King of All Crops. ment of Agriculture says: 
“In addition to the hay and seed crop, Alfalfa adds $100 to the value of 
every acre on which it grows.’’ There is no state in the Union in which 
, Alfalfa cannot be successfully grown. Alfalfa produces three to eight tons per 
acre. It has as much protein as wheat bran. Three hundred stalks have been grown from 
one seed, It does not exhaust the soil, but enriches it equal to clover. It can be ground 
into meal and hundreds of car loads are being ground every week by alfalfa mills to feed 
cattle, hogs, horses and poultry. It will grow three to five crops per year. Alfalfa in 
money value is worth forty-five per cent more than other clovers and sixty per cent more 
than timothy. It would hardly be possible to say too much about Alfalfa. It is a working 
plant which is changing the destiny of many farming Sections. ‘ 
Its long branching roots penetrate far down into the earth, push and crowd this way 
and that and thus constitute a gigantic subsoiler. These become an immense magazine 
of fertility to be drawn upon by other crops for many years after, should you ever plow it up. 


s The presence of lime in some form, either in the soil or subsoil, is essential. If it is 
A Few Hints on Alfalfa. known there is no lime in the soil, lime should be applied as a top dressing, when 
the land is being plowed preparatory to sowing the seed. GOOD DRAINAGE IS NECESSARY, for an excess of surface 
water soon rots out the roots. 


The great bulk of American seed is grown under irrigation and does 
Nebraska Dry Land Grown Alfalfa. not possess that vitality in adjusting itself to normal conditions from 
seed that it does where grown under natural conditions. We purchase all our seed direct from the growers in southern central 
Nebraska, and know what we are getting; therefore you can rely upon seed that you get from us being grown under natural 


conditions, and of the best quality that can be produced. 
PRICE: 1 lb., postpaid, 35c; 3 Ibs., $1.00. By freight or express: Peck, $4.00; bu., $12.00; 14 bu. at bushel price. 


Seed of this Alfalfa collected in Asia have been so very satisfactory that we have no hesitancy 
Turkestan Alfalfa. in recommending it as more hardy than the ordinary variety, having stood a temperature of 
forty-five degrees below zero when the ground was bare. Makes large top growth; also fine root growth. 
Lb., 40c, postpaid; by express or freight at purchaser’s expense, lb., 30c; bushel, $15.00; 100 pounds, $25.00. 


Ratekin’s Finest Special Grass Mixtures 


These Clover Grass Mixtures are selected with the greatest cf care and are composed of varieties best adapted 
for different kinds of soil and purposes. From our experience as well as experience of our customers in every part 
of the country, we are enabled to select in these Clover Grass Mixtures not only varieties that are suited to the soil, 
but in the right proportion in each mixture. In every instance we mention the quantities which we recommend to 
be sown per acre and not only have these proven to be sufficient, but have proven to be equally successful and suf- 
ficient with our patrons. 


OUR SPECIAL MIXTURES FOR HAY. OUR MIXTURE FOR PERMANENT PASTURE. 

No. 1. For moist ground and rich soils. Sow eighteen No. 7. For moist ground and rich soils. Sow twenty pounds 
pounds per acre. Meadow Foxtail, Italian Rye Grass, Sweet per acre. Meadow Fescue, English Rye Grass, Red Top, 
Vernal, Meadow Fescue, Timothy, Alsike, Tall Meadow Fowl Meadow, Italian Rye Grass, Alsike, Meadow Foxtail, 
Oat Grass. Blue Grass, White Clover, Orchard Grass, Timothy, Red 


Clover. 
No. 8 For high and dry ground, clay or heavy soils. Sow 
twenty-two pounds per acre. Red Feseue, English Rye 


No. 2. For moist ground which is occasionally overflowed. 
Sow sixteen pounds per acre. Tall Fescue, Red Top, Timo- 


thy, Meadow Fescue, Meadow Foxtail, Alsike. Grass, Timothy, Meadow Fescue, Italian Rye Grass, Red 
No. 3. For high and dry ground, light or medium soils. Sow Clover, Tall Meadow Oat Grass, Blue Grass, White Clover, 
twenty pounds per acre. Red Fescue, Timothy, Red Clover, Orchard Grass, Alsike. ; : 4 
Crested Dogstail, Sweet Vernal, Lucerne, Hard Fescue. No. 9. For high and dry ground, light soils. Sow twenty- 
two pounds per acre. Hard Fescue, Lucerne, English Rye 
No. 4. For high or dry ground, heavy or strong soil. Sow Grass, Red Fescue, Yellow Oat Grass, Red Clover, Meadow 
twenty pounds per acre. Tall Meadow Oat Grass, Sweet Fescue, Red Top, White Clover, Crested Dogstail. ° 
Vernal, Timothy, Hard Fescue, Red Top, Red Clover, No. 10. To improve pastures by top seeding, or for low, rich, 
Meadow Fescue, English Rye Grass, Alsike. aren rou Sow Hen pounds Per ete Oe Meadow, 
No. 5. For top seeding on marshes and swampy places oc- et escue, Creeping Bent, Re op, Alsike. 
casionally overflowed, the following mixture is adapted. No. 11. For top seeding for wood pastures, orchards and 


other shady places. Sow ten pounds per acre. Tall Mead- 
ow Oat Grass, Sweet Vernal, Timothy, Orchard Grass, 
White Clover, Meadow Foxtail, Blue Grass, Alsike. 


Sow ten pounds per acre. Meadow Foxtaii, Tall Fescue, 
Floating Meadow Grass, Red Top, Water Spear Grass. 


No. 6 For light, sandy and gravelly soils. Sow twenty No. 12. For sheep pastures on light, sandy soils or dry up- 
pounds per acre. White Clover, Hard Fescue, Soft Brome lands and hillsides. Sow twenty-two pounds per acre. 
Grass, Red Top, Fescue Grass, Bromus Inermis, Sheep’s Sheep’s Fescue, Crested Dogstail, Sweet Vernal, Hard Fes- 
Fescue. cue, White Clover. 


PRICES FOR ANY OF THE TWELVE MIXTURES: Per lb., 35c, postpaid; 20 Ibs., $4.25; 100 Ibs., $20.00, by express or 
freight. 

NOTICE: It is difficult to over estimate the importance of a good selection and proper mixture of clover and grass seeds 
for permanent pasture or for hay. The above mixtures are correct. Don’t let the value of a few cents stand in the way of 
your getting the best. 


QUICK, ANNUAL HOG PASTURE MIXTURE; BEST IN THE WORLD; $4.00 per cwt. 
This mixture is one of the best and most profitable ever devised by man. It comes early and quickly and furnishes a 


green, nutritious feed early in the season when hogs and other stock crave and most need green feed. If you have HOGS 
don’t fail to sow one, two, three or ten acres of it, dependent on the number of hogs or pigs you have. It requires but 
100 pounds of seed per. acre, but is worth a hundred dollars per acre to every farmer that has twenty or more hogs, IF 


YOU HAVE BUT TEN HOGS then sow a half acre to this QUICK ANNUAL HOG MIXTURE. It will pay you 100 per cent 
above the cost of the seed. 

SOW ONE, TWO OR THREE ACRES OF PANICUM CRUSGILLI FOR FORAGE FOR YOUR HORSES, CATTLE AND 
SHEEP, BUT DON’T FAIL TO SOW ONE, TWO, THREE OR TEN ACRES OF OUR QUICK ANNUAL HOG PASTURE 
MIXTURE. They are EACH MONEY MAKERS AND STOCK SAVERS. IT WILL PAY YOU BIG TO SOW LIBERALLY 


| Celebrated Mastodon Carrot for Stock 


Glory enough! Sound the trumpets; ring the bells; clap your hands! Everybody 
The Mastodon Stock Carrot. : Mastadon Carrot. There may be 


shout for joy and hallelujah who plants our 5 : 
difference of opinion regarding many varieties of seeds, but there is no room for difference of opinion as to which is the 
best—Pre-eminently best—Stock carrot. The Mastodon Carrot IS THE ONE TO PLANT. It yields more tons and of 
greater nutritious qualities than any carrot that grows. Roots often measure fifteen to twenty inches long and twenty 
inches in circumference, yielding from sixteen to forty tons per acre. ‘This is no extravagant statement. Plant same as 
stock beets. ; 
Large packet, 10c; 0z., 20c; %4 lb., 60c; 1lb., $2.00, mail postpaid. By express or freight, $1.75 per Ib. 


ae 
; RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 49 


Millet 


2 othin ays better for a stock raiser and dairy farmer than a few acres of Millet 
Millet. a some kind, for it is of the greatest feeding value and milk producing quality, and 
yields at least again as much of the most delicious hay per acre as timothy and clover. It should 
be sown regularly every year, and not merely as a catch crop. When spring is so unfavorable 
that other crops fail to grow or when the season 1S SO late and wet that other crops will not 
mature any more, then there is always the greatest demand for millet. Write for lowest prices, 
stating amount wanted. 


s This grows very rank and is one of the best varieties 
German or Golden Millet. for hay or fodder. On good, rich soil it will make a 


/ 


eerie : s MarR, 

growth of four to five feet high, and although the hay may seem coarse, yet it is so tender that wre RAT ana 
if cut at the right stage, which is when in full bloom, even the hogs will eat the cured hay NNN S 
quite greedily. A yield of five tons of hay per acre 1s nothing unusual. Sow three pecks per \ ENERO 
acre. PRICE: 48 lbs., bu., $1.50 per bu., . ‘, by Se 

s : S A millet introduced several years ago from Russia, and an en- fe, Soie> Nes ere 
New Siberian Millet. tirely distinct variety, the Sa being of an orange color, but Sia See: N Fie cM 
heads about the same as the common millet. It stools heavily and the joints being so close to- Ste Spee | /// 


gether the plants are covered with blades. This is a heavy yielder, and the hay is of very fine 

quality. It yields from forty to fifty bushels of seed per acre. Being an introduction from the 

extreme north, it is very hardy and will prosper under conditions where other varieties fail. 
PRICE: Large packet, 5c; 1 lb., 25c, postpaid by mail. Not prepaid, $1.50 per bushel. 


= An extra early variety, of which astonishing yields are reported. 
Early Fortune Millet. It is very early, and is claimed to be rust proof, and that chinch 
bugs will not eat the plant. The seed is of a beautiful red color, and is two or three times the 
size of German Millet. This variety heads in from _ twenty-five to thirty-five days. It gives a 
large yield both of seed and fodder. It can be fed to horses and other stock without injury, 
even when eut so late that the seed has formed. 
PRICE: Package, 5c; lb., 20c; 10 Ibs., 40c; 5) Ibs., $1.60; 100 lbs., $3.00. 


Billion Dollar Grass or Japanese Millet 


Especially Valuable For Silo And For Feeding Green. 
Better Than The Best Corn Fodder. 


From Japan, that mysterious country, which is furnishing (and has furnished in the past) 
many rare farm seeds, comes this remarkable grass—remarkable in a hundred different ways, 
for there is nothing known to man today that is more luxuriant, more prolific, more marvelously 
rich and vigorous in growth than Billion Dollar Grass. 


° It will produce a hay crop in from six to ten weeks, anywhere; 
A Quick Producer. and if sown the first of May will be ready to cut the middle of 
July for hay, attaining the height of (according to the richness of the soil and warmth) from 
five to 7% feet. It is preeminently the grass to sow if you are going to be short on hay for your 
cattle and sheep. 


2 Cows with both Billion Dollar Grass and corn before 
Better Than Corn for Silo. them will take Billion Dollar Grass first and consume 


it without waste; when put upon Billion Dollar Grass they increase in milk and fall off when feed 
is changed to corn. An ideal ensilage mixture is made of two parts Billion Dollar Grass and one 
part of Soja Beans (see page 103) mixed when filling the silo. This mixture forms a complete bal- 
ance ration for milch cows without grain, oil cake, etc. 


Culture of the Billion Dollar Grass. Eve"y?octy peading the above regarding 


this wonderful grass will wish to know its 
best method of cultivation. If you wish very fine leafy hay, and have strong, rich ground, sow : 
at the rate of twenty pounds per acre; but if your soil is but moderately rich, then sow at the rate 
of twelve pounds per acre. This latter is the amount we ourselves sow, and find same very sat- Golden German Millet. 
isfactory. It can be sown at different times of the year, especially if you wish same for pasturage, or if you are short of 
hay. It can be sown in April, in May, in June, in July, and even in August, and will return glorious, heavy crops. 

FOR HAY: Cut just when in bloom—rather sooner than later, as it makes better hay without the seed heads than with 
them. The hay is then healthier and of finer quality and in curing treat as would a rich field of clover. 

FOR FEEDING GREEN: All rich, luxuriant growing grasses and forage plants must be fed in the green state moderately 
at first. Billion Dollar Grass is one of those rich, magnificently luxuriant growing grasses, therefore you should turn in hogs 
and cattle and sheep and horses at first moderately, after they have had a good feed somewhere else, and then gradually 
accustom them to this. It is on the same plan as hungry stock turned into rich clover, they would find harm—yes, possibly 
death. Turn them in at first moderately, and you can soon permanently. 

. FOR SEED: Let Billion Dollar Grass get thoroughly ripe; cut and thresh as you would timothy. The seed is rich and 
nutritious. 


It is truly the most marvelous grower, the most luxuriant stooler that we have ever seen. 
A Remarkable Grower. Imagine a field sown to Billion Dollar Grass, with every spear of it over six feet tall, 
yielding from 26,(00 to 50,000 pounds of as rich, green fodder as the world has ever seen. Men talk about hard times, but 
positively hard times must vanish on every farm where Billion Dollar Grass is sown. You can get two or three rich crops 
from the same anually; and then a big lot of fodder besides. If you sow early, you will get from 26,000 to 50,000 pounds cf 
fodder, which you can put in your silo or cure for hay and the Billion Dollar Grass will quickly spring up again and give yr 
another yield that will astonish the country. This can be cut again for hay; then the field will give you pasturage all fall 
and horses and hogs and sheep and cattle and poultry will eat it greedily. 


2 Here is where Billion Dollar Grass comes into play. Prof. Williams of the United States Depart- 
Feeding Value. ment of Agriculture, says: ‘‘Already widely grown as a hay crop, it deserves more general use 
for soiling, as this grass is of particular value for feeding to dairy cattle, young stock and sheep. 

Poultry, geese and turkeys all relish Billion Dollar Grass in the green state, and keep healthy and happy and fresh on 
the seed thereof when fed during the fall and winter months. ‘ 

__ Hogs and their families. Well, how the hogs grunt and give that contented swag of the tail when they can pasture on 
Billion Dollar Grass, and then if you wish to fatten them, give them daily rations of the seed. Remember, this grass will 
produce from forty to one hundred bushels of seed per acre. This feed, either ground or coarse, makes excellent food, although 
it is inclined to slightly laxative. 

i Cows, calves end heifers look with pleasure on the Billion Dollar Grass pasture and feed in happy contentment upon 
its luxuriant swath and glory in the Billion Dollar Grass hay, especially if fed along with Cow Pea hay or Peaoat hay or 
grain. Try it this season, and if you do not wish to make hay out of it, fill you silos therewith and watch the cattle eat 
same. 

Horses, mules and the like jump over a four-foot fence to get at the Billion Dollar Grass, and they will fatten and Keep 
healthy therecn. They will eat the hay, although not as eagerly as cattle. 

_ Jas. A. Leppo, Carrol County, Md.: “I am greatly pleased with the Billion Dollar Grass. I believe it will be a good thing in 
this country. It was from five to six feet high when I cut it the first time. 
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George A. Wright, Orleans County, Vt.: ‘Billion Dollar Grass is a great grass for yield, easily making six tons of hay 
per acre. It is a quick growing grass. Stock like it very much. I wish every farmer would try it.” 
J. E. Park, Marshall County, Tenn.: “I planted Billion Dollar Grass June 15th; July 20th; in thirty-five days, it was ready 


to ecut—five feet high. It is a splendid grass. I want enough for five acres.”’ 

IF YOU SOW PLENTY _OF BILLION DOLLAR GRASS, YOUR WIFE CAN DRESS IN SILK AND SATIN AND YOU CAN 
TAKE YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS OUT RIDING IN AN AUTOMOBILE! YOU CAN ROLL IN WEALTH AND LUXURY. 
BILLION DOLLAR GRASS IS A GOLD MINE TO THEM WHO SOW IT ABUNDANTLY. 


PRICE BILLION DOLLAR GRASS: Package, 10c; lb., 25c, postpaid. By freight: 12 Ibs., $1.20; 20 Ibs., $1.40; 50 Ibs., $3.00; 
100 Ibs., $5.50: 250 lbs., $12.50. : oe ans et age Spee $ 
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Red River Grown Seed Potatoes 


In order to secure the best possible yields, combined with the best quality, there is no crop grown that a change in seed is so 
essential as in seed potatoes. If our selected Red River grown are planted, 300 to 600 bushels can be as easily grown per acre as 
50 to 100 bushels serub stock. To grow a big, fine potato crop will not cost any more than to grow a crop of small potatoes 
which are hardly marketable at any price. Nothing gives us more genuine pleasure and satisfaction than the marvelous in- 
crease we have had in our potato trade since we have had our seed potatoes grown exclusively in the extreme north. There 
is a world of difference between Northern Red River grown potatoes and eastern or along the lakes. We have taken pota- 
toes grown in Iowa, Illinois, Michigan and New York and planted them side by side with the same varieties grown in the 
Red River Valley and never got half a crop, while the Red River Potatoes would roll out by the hundreds of bushels per acre, 
often yielding 400 to 600 bushels. Other potatoes would give us from thirty to fifty and sometimes as high as 150 hushels per 
acre, but this was a very rare yield. Our Northern Grown seed potatoes insure a vigorous growth, an early maturity and the 
largest crops and finest quality and flavored potatoes in the world. We have hundreds of customers who buy ten to twenty 
barrels a year for their planting purposes, because it more than doubly pays them. Think of 200, 290, 400, 500 and even 600 
bushels per acre and then compare it with the average yield of potatoes from home grown sorvs. 


We ship our seed potatoes in the spring as soon as danger of freezing is over, so they will arrive in plenty of time for 
planting. All orders for potatoes are acknowledged as soon as received and forwarded the first day that we feel that it is 
safe to start them. When shipment is ordered otherwise, shipment is made at purchaser’s risk and we assume no responsi- 
bility on account of freezing. We do not charge for bags, boxes or barrels. All potatoes are carefully packed and delivered to 
the railroad company in good order and condition, then our responsibility ceases. 


POUND PRICES: All varieties, 25c per lb.; 3 lbs., 60c; postpaid, except when otherwise noted. 


Ratekin’s Red River Special 
(Earliest in the World). 
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5 FOUND BY ACCIDENT IN FIELD OF EARLY OHIOS. I have 
A Brand New Extra Early Potato: grown potatoes in my garden for table and family use. I have grown 
them on my farms for my seed trade, and I have watched them growing in the fertile valley of the Red River of Minnesota 
and North Dakota; have also inspected the potato crops and fields of Michigan, Maine, New York and other potato growing 
districts and have tested every new origination as well as older sorts; in fact, have made the potato growing question one of 
my leading specialties and have discarded all the inferior varieties and sorts and have never offered or catalogued anything 
in rhe potato line except those varieties that I have not thoroughly tried out and found to be of the best in quality, yield 
and flavor. 


Our seed potato farms are situated in Clay County, Minnesota, close to the boundry line of Canada in the very heart of 
the best potato growing country in the world. At the time of my visit Minnestoa and the Dakotas were stricken with drought 
and the crops in general were not in the best of condition. Potatoes especially were affected and presented an unfavorable 
appearance as our foreman took me over the grounds. He stated that he had something in the line of a “freak’’ which he 
wanted me to examine, and sure enough, at the top of a little knoll, like a rose among the thorns, growing thrifty and luxuri- 
ant, was the future parent of this new potato—‘RATEKIN’S RED RIVER SPECIAL,” 


To be sure I was interested and immediately gave the plant, this freak of freaks, a critical examination. It was right 
after blooming and the little seed pods or balls were already formed. The plant presented the appearance of potato vines 
grown under ideal conditions, and it was a mystery how this vine could appear so healthy and thrifty. It may be well to 
state the seeds of the potato are not the tubes at the base of the vine, as is generally supposed, but little roundish oval 
berries which form on the pistil of the flower or bloom. This fruit is of a green color or tinged with violet brown, and average 
about an inch in diameter. The pulp of this fruit is very acrid, of a green color, and poisonous. The seeds are white, 
kidney shaped and flat. ‘‘Like produces like.’’ I gave strict instructions to the grower and advised him to test out the seed 
in the trial grounds. Luck was with us and out of a dozen seeds planted we obtained one true vine, which we propagated 
from by placing the tubers in a hot-bed without cutting them, and as soon as the sprouts were well furnished with roots 
they were broken off at the surface of the Potato below the roots and planted separately in pots. By this process, although 
tedious, we were able to breed up a goodly quantity of plants, the tubers of which were planted last spring covering about 
five acres. We offer these tubers to our customers the coming season. 

>DESCRIPTION: ‘The vines are strong, with exceptionally luxuriant, deep green foliage, making a healthy vigorous growth 
when other varieties are cut down by drought. The tubers lie closely in the hill and are ready for table use in six weeks from 
planting. They are similar to the Ohio in shape, with small eyes and there is but little waste when paring. The skin is thin, 
smooth and of a snowy whiteness. The table quality is of the choicest, the flesh being pure white, dry and floury. It cooks 
quickly and has a delicious flavor, All in all it is the best Potato we have ever grown or tested and we urge our customers 
to give it a thorough trial. For early table use it has no equal. 

PRICE: Lb., mail postpaid, 35c; 3 Ibs., $1.00. By freight or express, purchaser’s expenses: Peck, $1.00; 1% bu., $1.75; 
bu., $3.00; 5 bu., $12.50. 


‘potato world has there been such an 
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Ratekin’s New Majestic 
The World’s Largest Potato. (Red River Grown). 


THE LARGEST, HANDSOMEST, SMOOTHEST AND BEST FLAVORED EARLY POTATO IN THE WORLD. 


Never before in the history of the 


enormous yielding Extra Early Pota- 
to introduced. The finest, Grandest and 
most Up-to-date Early Potato ever of- 
fered, originated and introduced by us 
five years ago. As modest aS We are, 
we cannot restrain our enthusiasm. It’s 
a beauty, such as you never saw be- 
fore. We christened it “The Ma- 
jestic.”’ Ring the bells: Stand aside: 
Clear the track: Make room for this 
Potato: The Great Majestic, General 
Purpose Early Potato: None in the 
wide world its equal. It stands alone: 
The Great Majestic all purpose potato. 
Listen, Read, Order, Plant. Make 
money while you can. MHere is your 
opportunity. We wish we had space 
to tell you all we know about this 
wonderful Large Early Potato. It is 
indeed the most handsome potato ever 
discovered. Just the right shape; just 
the right size. In fact, it is the ideal 
of all varieties. No potato is superior 
in eating qualities year in and year 
out. It stands to other potatoes as 
tich Jersey cream does to skimmed 
milk. As early as the earliest, and is 
better than the best. ; 
It is a potato we know will not 
only make dollars for the grower, but i ia 
will please him beyond doubt as well. . Ratekin’s New Majestic. 
A striking characteristic of this new ; : ; i : 
Majestic beauty is its productiveness.. We will say right here that it will yield you more big fine potatoes by far on the 
same amount of ground than any other sort ever before discovered. What more can we say?. Need we say more? Our plea 
with you is to plant freely of this new potato. You will find it the most profitable potato you ever planted. . We know you 
will thank us and become as enthusiastic as we when once you see the fine potatoes and enormous yield it produces. We 
know we will be unable to supply the enormous demand there will be for this new potato the coming season. If you are 
not ready to order your seeds now write us how many.to reserve for you, making remittance to ‘cover half your order; 
then when they can be shipped safely without danger of freezing, send balance, and seed will be sent promptly and at once. 


‘ * 9 = bs “ Stand aside; make room for this noble potato, this monarch general purpose fBctato. 
Ratekin s New Majestic. --None in-the-wide world its equal. It stands alone: It is without question the earliest 
potato, the best potato of the age. It is ahead of earliest in quality and yield. It is the great general purpose potato of the 
world. By’ this we mean it is extremely early, fit for table use ahead of all others. It is good for midsummer; it is good 
for late summer; it is good for fall, and it is magnificent to put into winter quarters, where it will keep splendidly all winter 
and give you the finest flavored, best quality eating potatoes in the spring and early summer. We never can tire extolling 
the merits of this potato. There is really no potato that is its.superior and if we had but one potato to plant this would be the 
potato every time. The ‘yield the past season was astonishingly large, acre after acre yielding from 2006 to 500 bushels. It is 
a wonderful potato in every respect. 

a pene AE ae 1 Ib., 30c; 4 lbs., $1.00. By freight or express, _purchaser’s expense: Peck, 60c; 14 hu., $1.00; °1 bu., 


Red River Grown Seed Potatoes 
a's _ Extra Early Six Weeks. 


~ THE HANDSOMEST AND EARLIEST; GRAND, FINE. 


Introduced by us five years 
ago, it now ranks as we predicted, 
“King of Earlies,’”’ and the. great 
favorite with all who have planted 
it. In~-North Dakota, where we 
have these potatoes grown, it scoffs 
at dry weather and drouth, for it 
always gets there ahead of both; 
then there is-no potato grown that 
adapts itsélf to all kinds of con- 
ditions more readily than this early 
wonder. It is not only an extra 
early, six weeks’ potato, but it’s 
good all. summer and fall and 
through the winter. Im fact, there 
is no potato grown, early or late, 
of such fine keeping qualities. It 
is a handsome oblong, maturing 
ready for table use in forty to forty- 
five days fror:.time of planting, or 
at least a week to ten days earlier 
=—SS +han the nearest rival. As shown 

Pe TS = in the accompanying illustration, it 
: : Ratekin’s Early Six Weeks. is a smooth, even surface; white 
skin. and very white flesh. Tubers grow close together in the hill, and it is not unusual to get from ten to fifteen good 


_ potatoes of marketable size from a single eye. The potatoes begin to form when the vines are only four or five inches high. 


The tops and tubers grow rapidly, and at six weeks from planting are of good marketable size. 
PRICE: Postpaid, 1 Ib., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c. By freight or express, purchaser’s expense: Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu., 
$1.60; 5 bu or more, $1.50 per bushel. : 


Pat’s Ch : Was first introduced in 1900, since which time no other late variety has gained such wonderful fame. 
MOICE The Greatest of All Late Potatoes. IT OUTYIELDS ANY OTHER LATE POTATO; IS OF THE 
FINEST QAULITY AND FLAVOR. There is nothing like it. Long, handsome and very smooth. Skin is a beautiful pink 
color, always dry and mealy, whether baked or boiled. It is medium late in season, but an enormous yielder. If you want 
the best late potato that is grown, the one that_is on top for quality, on top for smoothness and handsome appearance and on 
top for yield, choose Pat’s Choice, and you will make no mistake. 
PRICE: Postpaid, 1 lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c. By freight or express at purchaser’s expense: 1 peck, 50c: % bu., 90c; 1 bu. 
$1.60; 5 bu. and over, $1.50. 
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Ohio Potatoes Our Specialty 


ALWAYS RELIABLE. 


Red River Valley, the ideal location for the propagation of potatoes. 


No matter how many new eariy 
varieties are introduced the Early 
Ohio holds it splace at the head 
of other early sorts. We have 
more calls for it than any other 
variety. Car loads of this stand- 
ard early variety are shipped ev- 
ery year to southern states for 
seed purposes, and the product 
thereof is shipped back again to 
our largest potato markets. Our 
Red River grown Early Ohio are 
vigorous and healthy, will natur- 
ally produce the largest crops and 
mature fully ten days to two weeks 
earlier than such as are bought up 
by seed dealers in large cities, 
where they are picked up in the 
open markets, and as long as they 
have a reddish color and an oblong 
or oval form call them ‘‘Early 
Ohio.”’ Our stock of these po- 
tatoes is extremely fine this sea- 
son, and are absolutely pure in va- 
riety. 

PRICE: By freight or express, 
purchaser’s expense: 1 peck, 50c; 
half bushel, 80c; 1 bushel, $1.15; 
5 bushels or over, $1.40 per bushel. 


OUR POTATOES ARE GROWN 
IN THE FAR NORTH, exclusively 
in the Red River Valley, North Da- 
kota and Minnesota. Red River 
stock always commands a premium 
Over potatoes produced elsewhere. 


Potato Eyes By Mail. 


Best Way. There are many people 
living in cities or towns who have 
a small garden and would like to 
devote a portion of it to potatoes, 
but do not feel like paying the 
freight or express charges on a 
small quantity of seed. The freight 
alone on a few potatoes necessary 
to plant this space would amount 
to as much as we ask for eyes 
delivered at your door. 


Our stocks were all grown in the 


We take the very best potatoes, from which the eyes 


are cut. These are prepared in such a way that they will keep in good condition for a month. 


PRICE OF POTATO EYES, POSTPAID. 


Per 60 Per 100 Per 250 Per 1,000 
$0.80 $1.10 $2.50 $8.50 


With careful culture sixty eyes produce 
four to five bushels; 250 eyes fifteen to 
twenty bushels. 


66 9 Extra early. The 
Eureka. vines resist drouth 


to a remarkable extent and the crop 
is matured before the hot, dry summer 
sets in. Planted with the Bovee, the 
EUREKA matured ten days earlier and 
the vines were entirely dried up, while 
those of Bovee made a second growth. 
It is an excellent keeper for so early a 
potato. We have eaten tubers which 
were in good condition the spring fol- 
lowing. The firm, white flesh is of good 
flavor when cooked; the tubers are quite 
broad and of a shortened oblong form, 
thick through, with few eyes. The skin 
is smooth and of a snowy whiteness. 

PRICE: Per lb., 30c; 3 lbs., 75e, post- 
paid. By express or freight: Per peck, 
50e; per bushel, $1.75; 5 bushels or over, 
$1.50 per bushel. 


Rural New Yorker No. 2.: 


One of the largest yielding varieties 
in existence. Large and unusually 


smooth, with few and shallow eyes, skin 
white as is also the flesh, which is of su- 
perior quality. Medium late and the best 
drouth resister. There is no other potato 
of more handsome appearance than the 
Rural New Yorker. Although it is a 
large yielder it grows but few and small 
vines. It is very hardy and will stand the 
heaviest manuring without getting scabby 
or spotted. PRICE: Peck, 50¢; haif 
bushel, 80c; 1 bushel, $1.50; 5 bushels and 


over, $1.40. 


‘borne very close to the plant, a single 
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Red River Grown Seed Potatoes 


THE BEST 
Carman No. 3. Aint cRoP 
POTATO. The fame of this potato is 
abroad in the land, and it is unques- 
tionably the very best main crop po- 
tato on the market. All the Carman 
seedlings (originated by Mr. Elbert S. 
Carman, late editor of the Rural New 
Yorker) have proven popular; but the 
Carman No. 8 is already rivaling in 
popularity the Burbank, and is un- 
doubtedly a much better potato. 
Without any exception whatever it is 
the GREATEST YIELDING POTATO 
ever introduced, and it may be fairly 
claimed that it does not yield any 
small tubers at all. The tubers are 


turn of the fork turning out every 
potato. It is of large size and of the 
shapeliest form. Eyes are few and 
shallow. It is a perfect keeper and 
is not surpassed as a table variety. 
Skin and flesh of extreme whiteness. 
It has no hollow hearts or any dark 
parts. We recommend this potato to 
our customers as being unqualifiedly B 
THE BEST of all late sorts. PRICE: By freight, per peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu., $1.50; 5 bu. and over, $1.40. . 


B P tat Introduced in 1899. The Banner is the finest main crop white potato on the market. No variety 
anner oO oO. ever introduced has made as good a record in so short a time with all classes of growers on all kinds 
of soil. None surpass it in uniform handsome appearance. Its shape is a little oblong and slightly flattened, cooking through 
easily. The eyes are very shallow. The size large and desirable, very few under market size. Always smooth and regular 
in form: strong and vigorous from the very sprout. The flesh is very white, and whether boiled or baked has the same 
fine table qualities—always dry and floury. Season medium late. Choice sorted northern grown stock. 

PRICE: Peck, 50c; % bu., 90c; 1 bu., $1.50; 5 bu. or over, $1.40 per bushel. 


B b k A STANDARD LATE VARIETY. Continues in good demand and is more largely used than any other. It is 

urDank. of good size, of fine form and an excellent yielder. The flesh is white, very mealy and of fine flavor and 

quality. The best potato for baking. This variety is well adapted to heavy soils. By freight, 4 bu., 50c; bu., $1.50; 5 bu., 

at $1.40; by mail, 100 eyes, postpaid, $1.0¢ 

E 1 R This variety has been a great favorite for many years and many growers still claim that it has never been 
ar y OSE. excelled in quality and productiveness. Potatoes are long in shape, good size and light pink in color at the 

bud end. They cook mealy and are of the finest flavor. % bu., 50c; bu., $1.50; 5 bu. at $1.40; 100 eyes by mail, $1.00. 


Whit Ohi These are the same in all particulars as the Extra Early Ohio except in color, which is white or 

1te 10. nearly so. White potatoes are preferred in most all markets, and as this sort is just as early, of as good 

quality and as productive as the Early Ohio, it will unquestionably supersede the older variety when it becomes better known. 
PRICE: % bu., 50c; bu., $1.50; 10 bu. at $1.40; 100 eyes by mail, postpaid, $1.00. 


Bli ? T = h Bliss Triumph is a standard extra early and one of the leading early potatoes all through the south. 
18S riump ¢ The tubers are nearly round, smooth, medium in size, reddish pink in color. Vines are small and 
compact, with short, thick stalks and broad leaves. This is one of the hardiest varieties known, and is not susceptible to 
rot, scab and’ other diseases; in fact, it can be grown on the most heavily manured land without danger of rot. It is the 
standard variety the country over for making a quick crop. With this variety it is peculiarly important that the best seed 
possible be secured as it is inclined to be a shy yielder. Northern grown Triumph will be found the best and most pro- 
ductive strain obtainable for all parts of the country; our stock this year is exceptionally fine. 
PRICE: Lb., 30c; 3 lbs., 75c, postpaid. By freight: ™% bu., 50c; bu., $1.50; 5 bu., $1.40 per bushel. 


Our Potatoes Are Grown in the Far North. Qur. stock i$ stom See em tag Red River Valley, 


stock always commands a 
premium over potatoes produced elsewhere. No seed potatoes can be compared with those produced in the North, either 
for vigor and freedom from disease, or for producing and long keeping qualities. Our seed is clean, healthy and free from 
seab; and in order that the product may be equally so, we urge our customers to treat the seed they plant with formalde- 
hyde, as the soil may be infected. : 


© = One of Mr. Carman’s latest and best introductions—a seedling of the Rural New Yorker No. 2. 
Sir Walter Raleigh. Sir Walter Raleigh resembles the Rural in shape, but is a little more buff in color; the 
flesh is whiter, and it is from four to six days earlier than the Rural, and the tubers are more uniform with practically 
no small ones, every one being of marketable size. It is unquestionably the best of the Rural type, being not only the 
finest eating potato, but also the heaviest yielder of that class. Peck, 5c; % bu., 90c: bu., $1.50; 5 bu., $1.40 per bu. 


There is profit as well as satisfaction in planting our seed, for the additional yield to be 
Change Your Seed. secured from a change of seed ought every time pay for the seed ten times over, so that 
the investment is a profitable one. 


N (?) Varieties There is nothing sold from seed catalogues in which so much humbuggery is exercised as in 
ecw ° e the item of seed potatoes. During the past few years hundreds of alleged new varieties have 
been introduced and sold at high prices, and yet (stop and think of it) there are not to exceed ten or twelve standard and 


well Known sorts today. 
Seed Sweet Potatoes 


Many people hesitate to grow sweet potatoes, believing that a great deal of extra work is necessary to produce the crop. 
The only extra work connected with it is in the production of plants, digging a pit and filling with stable manure, covering 
with dirt and placing the tubers. It is not, however, difficult to grow plants. About the only difference in the field 
culture is that the ridges are made for sweet potatoes before setting out the plants. The only secret is to keep them free 
sro peeds and the ground mellow. After the vines begin to run they will keep down the weeds themselves. A light, sandy 
soil is best. 

The seed sweet potatoes which we offer are grown, stored and handled especially for seed purposes. They are not 
cold storage stock on which the germ has been killed, but are fresh and vigorous. It is necessary that they be*handled 
quickly in spring as they do not keep well after being taken from the storage bins. We cannot guarantee them to all be 
sound upon arrival and we try to protect our customers by prompt service. For this reason we hold the potatoes until the 
weather is settled and then fill all orders at once so as to get them to our customers promptly. We usually ship from 
April 12th to 20th and notify our customers when we start them. Prices are subject to change of market, and we will be 
pleased to quote firm prices in March. Your order will be filled at ruling prices on date of shipment and you will be ad- 
vised should the price advance or decline before April 10th. 


An improvement on the Yellow Nansemond. In spite of the many so-called new varieties, 
Farly Yellow Jersey. all of which we have tested, Early Jersey holds the first place. The earliest and most 
productive; of large, short chunky shape and of the very best quality. It will probably always remain the most popular market 
sort. Peck, 50c; bu., $1.75; barrel, $4.00. Ask for price in quantities. 


R d J Similar in shave to our Yellow Jersey, but darker red enlor. Do not rot so quickly as the other kinds 
e€ ersey. and are preferred by many. Quality is excellent. Peck, 75c; bu., $2.25; barrel, $5.00. 
= These are the large ““Yams’’ which are so popular in the South. Even the seed potatoes 
White Southern Queen. aré monster size and often weigh several pounds each. Peck, 75c; bu., $2.00; barrel, $4.50. 
Any of the above varieties of sweet potatoes by mail, postpaid, at 35c per Ib.; 3 lbs., $1.00. 


Carman No. 3. 
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RATEKINS 


RELIABLE VEGETABLE SEEDS 


“Your Money Back . 
if You are Not Satisfied”’ 


THAT THERE ARE NO BETTER SEEDS 
I Am Here To Tell You THAN RATEKIN’S TO BE HAD ANY- 
WHERE OR AT ANY PRICE. I know this to be a fact from the most thorough trials 
in this country, both on heavy as well as on light, sandy soil at our FAIRVIEW 
TRIAL FARMS at Shenandoah, Iowa, as well as the experience of thousands of my 


customers, consisting of farmers and truck growers in every state and locality in 
this Union. 


Few people have any idea of what trials of this kind cost. Last spring and sum-— 
mer my pay roll on my trial farms cost me over one thousand dollars in four weeks. 
This, however, does not include the corps of inspectors, or anything for my own time 
and many various incidental expenses. 


This personal experience for my own satisfaction is one of the reasons why I am 
confident there are no better seeds grown than what I send to my trade and cus- 
tomers, and this is another reason why our vegetable and garden seed trade has 
doubled and multiplied each year until we now enjoy the largest garden seed trade of 
any seed house anywhere in the West. 


We make it an imperative rule to try out all the so-called new introductories and 
new-fangled things that come along, holding fast only to such as prove of merit. Some 
seedsmen seem to think their list incomplete unless they have a lot of new brands to 
offer every year, going on the theory of Barnum when he said: ‘‘People like to be 
humbugged,”’ and that there is a sucker born every second. 


THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE RATEKIN SEED HOUSE has al- 
ways been to GIVE EVERYBODY an HONEST, SQUARE DEAL, and in this way re- 
tain all our old customers and gain new ones, and to that end WE GIVE YOU AN AB- 
SOLUTE GUARANTEE that IF you are NOT PLEASED IN EVERY RESPECT WITH 
SEEDS when received YOU MAY RETURN THEM TO US AT OUR. EXPENSE and 
BACK GOES the MONEY PAID FOR THEM. ; 


What We Do 
Free Delivery By Mail 


All seeds ordered at packet, ounce, pound, one-half pint, pint or quart prices are 
sent by mail, POSTAGE PREPAID BY US, to any address in America. We do, how- 
ever, sometimes send by express (PREPAID), instead of by mail, but only when there 
is a saving of cost to ourselves, and when convenient for purchaser to receive them 
that way. ; : 


POSTAGE BY MAIL means we deliver, postpaid, to any postoffice in the United 
States any article in this catalogue offered by mail. 


BY EXPRESS OR FREIGHT means that we deliver the seeds to express or railroad here, and the purchaser... pays all 
transportation charges on receipt of seeds. That means quantities listed at gallon, peck and bushel prices. No charges for 
packages. : ‘ 

SPECIAL PREPAID RATES TO OUR CUSTOMERS: Recognizing our claims as being among: their largest shippers the 
EXPRESS COMPANIES HAVE GIVEN US FOR OUR CUSTOMERS A GREATLY REDUCED RATE. Thus a TWENTY-FIVE 
POUND PACKAGE would cost: To points in Illinois, Nebraska, Missouri, Indiana, New York, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, the 
Dakotas, Kansas, Michigan and Ohio from 40c to 90c. 


To points in Alabama, Maine, Rhole Island, Massachusetts, Tennessee, Connecticut, Mississippi, New Brunswick, Dela- 
ware, New Jersey and Virginia, from 90c to $1,30, 


To points in the far west and south—Arizona, $2.00; New Mexico, $2.00; Idaho, $2.00; Oregon, $2.00; Montana, $2.00; Utah, 
$2.00; Nevada, $2.00; Washington, $2.00. ; 


Above gives you a fair idea of express charges. When seeds, etc., are quoted by express or freight it means that you pay 
the transportation charges; by mail, postpaid, that we prepay by mail. $2.00 on 25 lbs. is the highest limit. 


Always send plenty of money to prepay express charges, and if any is left it will be immediately sent back to you. 


WHAT YOU SHOULD DO: MONEY—We prefer all money sent by postoffice or express money order; bank draft or reg- 
istered letter. Do not send loose money in a letter without registering it; it is not safe, and if it is lost we are not responsible. 
In sending an order always write your name and address with especial care, giving the name of the postoffice, county and 
state. If your freight or express office is different from the postoffice do not fail to give it. 

Write all remarks and communications on a sheet of paper separate from the order. Please use the order sheet enclosed 
in this catalogue or else use a sheet of paper separate from your letter. Sign order as well as letter with name and address. 


POSTAGE STAMPS: We will accept stamps when other modes of remittance are inconvenient, and prefer them in 1 and 


2 cent denominations. 3e particular to use due caution so that they may be kept clean and do not get damp, stick together or 
attach to the order. 


1. SAFE ARRIVAL—I guarantee that all goods sold by me shall reach my customers in good 
My Guarantee. order. Il MONEY INSURED=~I guarantee to hold myself responsible for the safe arrival of all re- 
mittances sent to me by postoffice order, draft, check or registered letter. Ill FREE BY MAIL—I guarantee to deliver all 
garden and flower seeds, except at prices quoted by the quart, peck, bushel, 100 pounds, or barrel, free of all charges. IV. 
AS REPRESENTED—I guarantee my seeds to be as represented. If they prove otherwise I will refill the order free of 
charge, but it must be understood that I do not guarantee the crop under any circumstances. 
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Read What a Few F armers Say: We have Received Thousands of Others Like Them. 


From the Pens of Farmers Who Have 
Planted Ratekin’s Garden Seeds 


Which Is Proof Positive That The Ratekin Seed House Send Out Nothing But The Best. 
They Give You Good Seeds, Good Measure and a Square Deal, Also Prompt, 
Correct, And Courteous Treatment And Service. 


Forest Green, Mo., Feb. 10, 1912. 


Gentlemen: Please send me a.copy of your catalogue for ~ 


1912. I have planted your seeds and they have always given 
good results and satisfaction and I want to order more seeds 
for the coming season. Truly yours, O. H. WILLIAMS. 

re 


Jefferson County, Okla., Feb. 26, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I have sent to you for seeds for the last two 
years and they have always proven good, and I have been 
well pleased with them and shall want to send for my seed 
again this year. Kindly send me your catalogue by return 
mail. Yours truly, M. M. STOW. 


Hope, Arkansas, Feb. 7, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Please send me one of your seed catalogues 
for 1912, as I want to order some seeds from you. When I 
lived:in Oklahoma, I bought seeds from you, and found them 
to be everything that you claimed for them. They gave 
splendid good results. Truly yours, R. L. CLOWERS. 


Wright City, Mo., March 2; 1912. 
Gentlemen: I received the seed I ordered from you and 
they are fine. - Yours truly, FELIX LOGAY. 


Muskegon, Mich., April 25, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I received the seeds in good order, May 20th, 
and am very much pleased with them, and when in need of 
seeds again I will send an order to you. Very truly, 
HUGO RUZICKA. 


Dear sir: The seed I bought from you last year grew so 
well I thought I would try some again this year. ; 
Very truly, PHILIP WEIGAND. 
: Dubuque, Iowa, May 5, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I received the seed I ordered from you and I 
am well pleased with them. When in need of seeds again I 
will send you an order for same. Truly yours, 
MRS. SARAH SPENSLEY. 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Feb. 2, 1912. 
Dear sirs: The seeds I ordered and received from you 
last year did remarkably well considering the dry weather 
that we had through part of the summer. The seed all grew 
and did nicely. I am enclosing you an order for more seeds 
for the coming season. Yours truly, 
; DANIEL ASHENFELTER. 


Bard, Texas, Jan. 2, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Please send us your 1912 seed catalogue. 
I have always had splendid good luck with my garden seeds 
that I ordered and received from you. I hope I will receive 
a catalogue in time so as to send you my cerder for seeds in 
good time for planting. A. F. CLEFFE. 
Caputa, S. Dak., Feb. 17, 1912. 
Gentlemen: The seed which I ordered from you is en- 
tirely satisfactory. Very truly yours, JOSEPH DOLEY. 
: Boyd, Ky., June 7, 1912. 
Dear sir: The seeds I got from you early in the spring 
were just fine. Truly yours, MRS. D. H. WOOLERY. 
Anderson County, June 4, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I received the seed I ordered from you and 
they are simply fine. I will send for more soon. 
Yours truly, J. CHRISTISON. 
k Culver, Ind., May 25, 1912. 
Dear sirs: I received the seeds I ordered from you and 
allow me to thank you for prompt attention. They are sure 
fine. Very truly, IRA SPARKS. 
; Virgilina, Va. 
Dear sir: I have always purchased my seeds from you 
and have always been well pleased with the results obtained 
from them. I will send you my order for what seeds I need, 
as I know I will be sure to get what I want. 
Very truly, B. ROYSTER. 
; Fredericktown, Mo., Feb. 2, 1912. 
Dear sir: My old friend, T. A. Rose, of Knoblick, Mo., 
has told me of the splendid results he has had from seeds 
he has ordered from you. I want one of your seed cata- 
logues, as I want nothing only good reliable seeds. 
Truly yours, L. H. WATTS. 
Guthrie, Okla., Feb. 12, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I have sent to you for my seeds for several 
yeors and have always had splendid success and results 
from them. I grow Watermelons extensively for the market 
and I have never found any trouble selling my melons 
grown from seed that I get from you and shall hope to 
obtain the same 24 results from the seed I am sending for 
by this mail. Wishing you success and every good wish, 
I am, truly yours, GILBERT KEMPLE. 


Hester, Okla., Feb. 17, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Received the seeds by this morning’s mail 
and they were of the very best quality. I will send you 
another order in a few days. Very truly, 
MIKE O’DONNELL. 


. Germania, Iowa. 

Dear sir: I am sending: you another order for seeds 
Everything I ordered and received from you last year did 
fine, although I did not get them planted until late. How- 
ever, they all grew rapidly and matured before frost... I am 
ordering celery seed and would appreciate your advice as 
to culture of same, as I have never grown it before. 

Very truly, MRS. W. EVANS. 


Alma, Mo. 
Gntlemen: Have just received your seed catalogue. 
Many thanks for same. I have ordered and received. my 
seeds from you for several years and they have always given 
us good satisfaction. We are now sending you another 
order for seeds. Please quote us the price on New Era Cow 
Peas, aS we want to order thirty or forty bushel. 
Very truly yours, C. BROCKHOFF. 
Fredericksburg, Mo. 
Gentlemen: I received my seed wheat in fine condition 
and am well pleased with it. Think it some of the finest 
wheat I have ever seeny Very truly, W. CRAMER. 


Dryden, Mich. 
Dear sir: I have just received the seed I ordered from 
you and am well pleased with them. Will send you my 
order when in want of anything in your line. Thanks for 
prompt attention. FRANK BARTLET. 
Kendallville, Ind. 
Dear sirs: I want to tell you I have just received my 
delayed seed wheat in good condition and I am well pleased 
with it. I wish to thank you for your courtesy: Pardon 
me for doubting your reliability for a single moment. 
Very truly, E. C. SMITH. 


Caledonia, Mo: 

Gentlemen: The. seeds I ordered arrived safely and was 

all O. K. They were some of the best seeds I have ever 
seen. I thank you for the promptness given my order. 
Very truly, DAVID HULL. 


Mill Creek, Illinois. 
Gentlemen: I have just received my seeds and I want to 
tell you they are fine, and I am well pleased with them: 
When I am in need of anything in your line I will send you 
my order. Very truly, P. A. CRUSE. 


Pacomoke City, Md. 
Gentlemen: Your favor enclosing check for settlement of 
railroad claim of $16.70 received and in reply would say that 
I thank you very much for your effort in securing this for 
me, as it came in very good at this time. Should I need 
anything in your lime ‘this spring I shall send my orders 
to you. Truly, re de AS a OND: 


-* Sorrento, Colo. 
Gentlemen: Seeds at hand yesterday and checked over. 

Everything came as ordered and I am well pleased with 

them. Yours truly, W. MURRAY. 


Alphoretta, Ky. 
Dear sir: I received my seeds all O. K. and was well 
pleased with them. I could not ask for better. They were 
the best to be obtained. They arrived in good condition. 
Thanks for prompt attention. Very truly, D. C. MAY. 


Joliet, Illinois. 
Gentlemen: I bought seeds from you for several years 
and have always been well pleased with the results obtained, 
therefore, I am sending to you again this year for what seeds 
I need or want, as I am sure I will get the very best. 
Very truly, H. WINKLER. 
Pilot Grove, Mo. 
Gentlemen: I received the seeds I ordered from you. 
They were all satisfactory. I want to tell of the experience 
I had from cabbage seed I purchased from you. I got 999 
cabbage heads from 1,000 plants. I have always been well 
pleased with the results obtained from seeds purchased from 
you. Very truly, J. BOODY. 


Christine, Texas. 
Gentlemen: Please send your seed catalogue, also a 
copy of your nursery catalogue. We have used your seeds 
when in other location and have always been well pleased 
with them, and would be glad to get in touch with you again, 
as we want to send you another order for seeds. 
Respectfully, D. S. P. BLACK & SON. 
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Wholesale Price List 


To Market Gardeners and Other Large Growers. 


T realize that the market growers require a special selected strain of garden seeds. 


In view of this I have bred all 


the varieties listed up to the very highest possible state of perfection, and take great care that all seeds are of good, 


strong germination and true to name. 


The only way I can gain the confidence of customers is by sending out good seeds, and from the great increase 
in my market garden trade each year I believe that my customers appreciate and realize the expense and care I 


go to in preparing seed for their use. 


Prices quoted are strictly cash with order, f. 0. b. Shenandoah. Bags free. 
Better order early to take advantage of the low prices. 


Peas, beans, beets and carrots are again short this year. 
Prices quoted are based on present crop on hand, which is sufficient under ordinary conditions. 


Should it be 


necessary, however, for me to replenish my stocks, or should there be any sharp fluctuations of the market there 
will accordingly be some slight variation in prices. 
It is our purpose to protect, as usual, the thousands of our customers who look to us each season for their sup- 


ply of seeds. 


Asparagus. nt 
Columbian Mammoth White..........-...+eeeeeee $0.15 
Conovier!S ColGSS2a a iac steaiaeieneretet ve beatae aleielo ealckelplis atolls sie 
Palmetto poston catevolen eine erode Mon eRer Nan etols isifevsieiie rele) eVeleipte’ « .15 
Artichoke. 
Maree) (Greeny (Globee ccteletel. etereieleisie a aie selaelalel «(oh (os $0.90 
BEUISSEIS US DLOUESM Mme ern ionreetsicien a 1a ar taretolouaitare lols 
Ratekin’s Improved .........-..-eeeecserceerceeee .60 
Broccoli. 
Wihite can eure meri Teictet nie raretaierelenteitatelelehesalle $1.00 
Beans. ie 
Ret ip (SOW) souccubeadcobeeoomenonooodDdND $2.75 
Long Yellow Six Weeks...........-..+:+++-s+s-0s 2.50 
Retuseer om nlO00mtom letra ctscieretels rece cty cratelsttal)«later-)> 2.25 
Improved Earliest Valentine...............+-.46. 2.00 
Ratekin’s Stringless Green Pod ...........--+..++. 2.75 
GiantaStriiglessimem erences trderelertelsiele=)e)e sclelei-h-lekel areata 2.60 
BlackoiWallenibiiie weetterteeterereietetcdeseta tele: «elles slieslo./a) esp ollenelic veil 2.50 
Lhoahopmoniczro \uVMobliney INK Ghgacododoo Gunde seu Cc oUU mod 2.00 
Ratekin’s Kidney Wax.......ccceec ccc reer eeeeree 2.75 
Davis MWihiitewVVicex ener neriicteial= siete siaileRelata shes Sela one 2.50 
Tmproved Goldens wieiee rie rtektlertalatieletkeialleleel phaleve!>te iets)» 2.50 
Wiar divellzSiKclame ys sVVielsiersms ie ivestniee eis tel-lellellellelclicielerel ale 2.50 
(Cfsparehg) IGS, WYER Ghoonno none dun onpopoOUOOOUODS 2.40 
Challen se Black mi aixaeucrtaierudatbene Novel taia soko tellenehette) «)'=) aja = 2.50 
Currie?si RUST PErOO Lia NViascorte ia epersiers eteres-feis heneaits 2.30 
JSWopctopME WED Kan danpoAooctunca ado vould Holmooncom or 2.60 
Pencil) SLOG AVViaisa ries etekorenteiehe ted platenetateneteveler eile! elle <ellellecni!=['=i16 2.60 
Burpee’s Busia egesatsreretovebey oletrehemetets a) elect ev els (eitey’al\elleus ar25 
JRicpatoK=sesoynsy leybisioy Myphbageladdoccnascopdaoanuodunodope 3.00 
Ratekin’s Giant Podded Lima...................+. 3.25 
Kins ot theGand enleinncalaetne mei tiist roi 3.00 
SHGloei mice op quay ddehdhy mal ouoocoauad dao amodoos 2.75 
Kentucky Wonder (Old Homestead).............- 2.40 
Lazy Wife Pole—Special..........0..sse-eceeeseee 2.25 
White butch Case okimitie rials iene aneete chele be: pias 2.75 
Red) Speckled (Cut “SHOnt) eh.) cys tye retene wie) siele che = ois 2.50 
Horticulturali(Pole thy he ckian..pietert a debtors hielo letitelsle 3.00 
White (Creasebachistd.: dal itds clots. « cvetanersntiabahm (olde etvints ce 3.00 
Beet. wee 
Ratekinisi Extra iE arly hriiecc ol ctclole «ticle at inteen site ta’ $0.70 
Crosby's Heyptiant ai 2 1. Pegite wilte sale cole ake ctadeoyelat .45 
Extra’ Early’ Egyptian Blood Turnip.......s0.5..% -40 
HArly SE CllipS@wsie ee ccle cities here oleteteloione a tevodchamrelre netstat .45 
Extra. Barly, Dark Beauty: ic icin «se wuele doiphetepiesnlele «isle .50 
Mechoyeonitcyal plsgtafeYohGuMiboadlnes Sain q ratio cn eo ou a hoe 4 cc .50 
Halt); one (GOO cite crc tasnt rey. «) spsua vette = lke llble hie renee .50 
Detroit Darky Bloodisdscey)-tenn kt occ ake reps aebip akoreines 60. 
Market Gardeners: orcas ocx celtleercnrs a Miacetanvats steretattiatiie -40 
Bdmond’s arly TBO Gites erste -liiertelelettecelats ta stare tcratelrs -40 
Cabbage. 
Ratekin’s Washington Wakefield................. $1.00 
Barly Jersey W alvetleldy cs tm navials cinttte eiventsarn sieriiyes ia .90 
Early Jersey Wakefield, Ratekin’s Special Strain. 1.50 
Marly "WinniIngestady co.cc Mic. cunt cnet ate tb et waters .90 
AU Sea SONS oem ae cof al earn ty lalerai se cauk bee wait AR Riera erate .90 
Ratekin's All'Heade 23a a ee a tae 1.10 
SHOT CAOM oo vce aretc se she Fetecece opie te Carer alae ots Ect at el metre .90 
Ratekin’s’Auturin’ VAIN ge ees vole eet ale thers ole 
Danis Ball Pea oa oe ee ieee leis seacera re ee 1.10 
Lareeliave IDI UuNINedG) . c.. cisitodeuiere's semper pinata sie .80 
Goperihageny Market hiss. (ie Lite vat bles « caslere 4.50 
Ratekinteanideakin Paik oN. s cORRRlstieis Vite abel oe 4.15 
Premiitim PlatibDutehy esi .0 fat hide otaea eres ens .80 
Ratekin’s DrumhéGad Savoy ii. st liste eed ewes vad cwate .90 
Mammoth Red Rocks). cis io eo Arhiv ten dso onan ale 1.10 
Red Drimbesa) Gi. ot. ce ite sake SLE DA RTORE Mas sou 1.10 
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Cauliflower. 

f oz. % Ib. 
Ratekin’s Dry “Weather. s...2 0) eee $3.00 $10.00 
Ratekin’s Selected Dwarf Erfurt.................. 2.75 9.00 
Marly: Snowball. ose sea eee 2.00 7.50 

Carrots. 
1% lb. Ib. 
Oxheart or’ Guerandé $)2.72520) 712s eee $0.80 $1.50 
Danver’s': Half Mong.) ) Sa, Say eee .75 1.40 
Ratekin’s Early Market.................--ec+sceee -80 1.50 
Chantenay) Half; ong. sae eee eee Sfoe -A54o 
Early \Scarletiornn). aac. ocemocoe elon eee -70,..-1.35 
LONE (Orange ct pets = 0 -iinsae CROCE SI are .40 » 75 
Witte , ViOSBES) is. pica over sicreloloieecoetare heist. ioe aaa ne -40 Py Ae) 
Giant’ Belgiant ts. No a ee ees ae oe ee .35 .65 
Celery. 

Golden Self, Blanchinzes eeceee etree oe. eeee $1.90 $3.75 
Golden Self Blanching (Private Stock)........... 4.00 7.75 
Whites Plume* 2e 2oe as ie eee a oo ee .90 1.75 
Ratekin's*Giant iPalsealliva: on en eee eee .80 1.50 
Golden! (‘Heart 36. ...a10i ee eae ee we oe ooo oe 10 $1.25 
EalaMaZOO lsin.. cis sow salehis «bo aha ie odes ee aero ee ae .80 1.50 

Cucumbers. 
Ratekin’s Improved White Spine.................. $0.40 $0.75 
Ratekinis) News Crescent) eseee.. 4. Steen eee .65 1.25 
Japanese) Climbineystitioais as anne oe Gee aera ee .40 ra 4 
Improved. (Eons) Green ote. seein ante te -40 75 
Davis Perfect). cient. jak eee ees ae OSE .60 1.00 
Klondike ‘Ramous:)....... > elie tmouteee tos sclera aie -50 -90 
Bostonvor| Jersey teickles teers see nee eee 
Cool. Gnd: Crispia.suigistrd eer eee ene .30 . 50 
New: “AStro i iissacis ictolte: cca ajrehiereen tgnieent EE: ee 2.50... + 4.56 
Mordhooky, Pickling crstynciacis mttaer el tei eel eerie .90 hers 
Chicago Improved! Pickle: on ceee eee Le eee -80 . 1.56 
EFiarly” Cluster: Ji ccn.schoae oe aceon ne ac eee .40 -f3 
Barly; Bame \. 3 Seisiiyenis basen aah ert Satie oleae el eee .30 -50 

Sweet Corn. alta 

Mammoth Wihitet 1G ors ya cris, rel crete eset aerate $0.€0 $3.00 
Country Gentleman (ite ae ae ec aeons .90 3.50 
Peep io’ Daxtt. o's Pa Ae Pee aes ere eae oe -€0 3.00 
Golden! = Bantam! +. {ech Fo ces ccs oe Viento aaa See .90 3.50 
Harly! (Minnestoa, pricter.ictneeteklaw eae oe cate ee -80 3.00 
Crosby’s’ Barly teaalie: 0b iced ae lk Seed oes ae sfotsue. dD 
Improved Stowell'’s Evergreen: ......./...520) s.1) -60 2.00 
First vot All 220 of. 5 dt ces te oe (579 Bore 
Improved. Adams’ > <4 st ciao teenie clears eee ote 15 25 
Moore’s' Harly, (Concord }.c a.m eee Ay ee EC i, 
White “Mexieainic”.:,. ava syencitana rsiend fone ie) chanel oineeh wre eae 60. 2.25 

Egg Plant. ee 
Ratekin’s Black, ‘Beauty, w.t. sawlst devon ase om Gen $1.90 $3.75 
Improved;, New ,, YOrk,,... wterns. «kree abet tice heres 1,85. 3.50 
Barly Long... Purple). .e titans «taet-whds calendar tae 1.60 3.00 

Kohl Rabi. 

Early. Purple: Vienna. \. |. .sciaeavti te ele asain weak holes $1.50 $2.50 
Barly White, Vienna «is. dias kt.f ower aeemias Sees -80 1.50 
Lettuce. 

Ratekin’s.. May: King wahiis's%,. ec PR ERR cals $0.55 $1.00 
Big Bostone . wtcvveis. Au Vie oS BER. ER -60 1.10 
Market: Gardeners: i/Jsitacs (OGERNE ae UA eae Ps +55 1.00 
Ratekin’s. Barly’ Prizehead |. oc... viet. Sense: . :35 .65 
Teeberg@i Ji ciivie alottaes Semis SIAC S oc PER bina keer’ .30 ‘60 
Early: Curled :Simpson. it .witst} Meta. Lae. wees .30 -FO 
California::Cream) Buttere as use. Soe a RL ee .30 Om 
Grand. Réa&miadsi {sR FIER wi... < OES i tes ss nie ee .40 oT de 
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Wholesale Price List 
To Market Gardeners and Other Large Growers. 
% lb Ib. F y ¥%bu. bu. 
Black Seeded Simpson 2.0.06 ..c2 eee e rene ence nce $0.30 $0.55 SINS) OMS OER MNES oon scare 30700 guro AS adto DUDE EOe $1.50 $5.75 
ERM OVE) TMA S OM a jenes1- <i wuchepspene +) osetia wid ol oF asa stipes ar anepee.e .30 -50 Vorkshire leroy cco ee ote bh Pees sks Mahboare soe 2.25 8.00 
Sea IANA GLC Tap tei wears acon ake beieysteke eieee wei yamiake SibLbiviensjets . 30 -50 (ROMO TD WUT) ss.cf erste RE ee he Gee: eae ey See? as 3 2.00 7.50 
CANES ENA INTL © CLAM s/o RAs aries ace LEE woken an torched Aieversreve eJoyoss . 30 -50 Miao Wiha Cir cis Ss cierto Me acts chats Ratean toe a Sle 2.00 -7.50 
OS: Ts XCOM ES Hi Silos eRe ee ae eee aise oie 2.25 8.00 
orsfords Market Gardener ...................... 2.25 8.00 
Muskmelon. Melvenn’s Bittle ‘Cem teen fini ne me ae 1.85 7.00 
Ratekin’s Early Market .....ccccccscccscesscerers $0.75 $1.40 JNO) 6 Gopcaond oor bb o5 on Jb a ORO flocs SME oer 2.30 9.00 
Bore oem EOIN (cocoa neta tcksinie. © slate ohegare cedeiesesscah als BO Ieee P ki 
ennys Winn ereeis sips: <ellsie cc coe mew clseict see cee ‘ 3 
Paul Rose or Petoskey ............--+-++-+--++e: -40 -75 “ity 2 umpXIn. 
Ratekin’s Rockyford) = ....2...0.. 0.0 e cece cece sce .50 .90 Ratekin’s Mammoth Prize ...............----+.ee- $0.55 $1.00 
Extra. Early Hackensack .......0. 0.000020 eee eee .35 .65 Japanese Pie... eee ee ee ee ee te eee ete teens -40 15 
Small Green Nutmeg ........... 0.020 c eee eeeeees .30 .50 BarlysSugar or Pie! \s. eee eine) - Bain Geta shovels oie oie .35 -60 
BMerald aGQema ewan. ole A. Rees eos eee ee bre ws .55 1.00 Sweet or Sugar ............. pape teys Ais eae EME, abs .25 -40 
Improved Canteloupe .............ccce cece ec eeees .35 .65 Conneecticutpbicldy es. eerhret wath) las wenn ale ae .25 
Osage or Miller’s Cream ...............-0. ccc eeee .35 .65 Large Cheese Pumpkin .......................... .15 .30 
Mone vislande Beaty si. LES eae bee beeen .30 .50 Mamke eg aire says store's. 2: -teerete ate ere oleae Kev oioueh tle a croiayauchwasite 25 -45 
BAIT TA MORO ree chee sil tee sickle eto s os erae ee ale vue .35 .65 Mammoth JDOULS: ..cicververrnie oleeiie arial ctte smiek o ole okt 60 1.00 
FLOOD OOR iter ene «Sa sle sole ee de meas Shoat een .35 -65 ‘ 
1 Radish. 
Watermelon. Wicle ese es ieatesetteeesccneeese nes A $0.35 $0.65 
Tom Watson ........ Bc Ma ee Od, te SLU. $0.55 $1.00 mprove eo -30  —.60 
Ratekin’s Champion .............cccceeeeeceeeees 45 =) ae piealias eee eee erence eee teen e eee eee Be ae 
Ratekin’s New National ................200--00eee .45 .80 Ros ee Peete eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ences ian men 
Saveet, Hear tie mete eee Ga POE ee ee ihe .20 .35 Ras, he RR ue ee Ree nS Ee “ee 
McIver Wonderful Sugar ............0.ccee eee -20 235 rE ee nen oe ee ah pete teeter ee eee eee eee eee : . 
ieckleyv7s Swertegnes. lebih Sonica, do. 25 50 arly Long Scarlet Short Top.................... 25 = .45 
Rimib/siGetn ieee. soe A Se 8 W254 1240 Wy bite ae teas bute sence eee ence erence eee neces ae ee 
Mrountaine SWeetwemeie o6. ce eihnl. mide blowme seed os .20 .35 Whit ode pisces Oe ae a agers ee a 4 
Bhinniey se Wankyemeeeen. 6 keke. weg ss Sng dec es ede e's .20 35 x Ite Lady Finger ..-...-.. 11+ eee eee eee 35 -60 
SENT EUS 2, = aR aa 20 eues5 carlet Turnip White Tip ......--..-..+-.+++s++e- -32 50 
Peerless or Ice Cream ..........0 cece cece cece eens 25 40 Cincinne Hl Market .....e. eee eee eee eee .25 45 
Triumph ...... RP se My orwnlng) 2/8 pal 7 No ye .20 -40 arly Scarlet Olive ................... eee e eens 25 45 
Reciie! Cliricta Mme: ooo ok nwo cgddee shee 20 .40 Black qopanisy Wee t ete etc eter eect eee e teense -30 50 
Cubane Queens ee. cies Placer Pe ee ek AT: .25 .45 hagas hina Winter ......--....+- eee eee eee ee eee - 30 -50 
Blaik. Diamond eon. 02. MOISE i eos .30  .50 ong White ........-.... atts teense tee e eee e ees -35 .60 
ROO LOGS ATL Vice stents inse.k sealeus cain ere ise esecle sb a sets .20 35 California Mammoth White ...................-. -30 -50 
Je in VSS eee oo IR Se a 35 “65 Grim SonqiGuam Ges, <tc s eleleloncte mvelete elec e svaleveetats 5 .35 .60 
Pride of Georgia............... PRS EONS adl a St ee -40 .50 ss 
Waste Icing Cy emer fo. eee Beste Se eV ap ath is tas Salsify. 
Gypsy or Georgia Rattlesnake ................... .20 35 , 
Dark Icing or Green Mountain .........,......... 20 35 Mammoth Sandwich Island ...................... $0.55 $1.00 
IWisSConSin “Goldemr ys |. Qe teicte ed aie e slelecile oacsee -50 -90 
Onion , : 
; Spinach. 

Ratekin’s Red -Globe--(Special)- .................. $0.85 $1.60 Nehari: $0.15 $0.25 
Ratekin’s White Globe (Special). SES alee 1.10 2.00 Niclorle A aacars tr eer pit, teh Aer y pay 218 35 
Beetimts Vellow She Neca eiea ee ee : “690. | Bloomsdale ...........-.sse sees eee e eee eee eee es : 3 
RPG a Crain ene 1/50 2.75 ING Win Aeala na Gigi a aape «arch aps\-s) sloperaie:p cijehalie iateyouwies die) #yesloraxe 3) a, -20 .35 

Mammoth OPrizetaker: 2. eS ee ce beye ltrs «ewe cee se 65 1.25 — 
white aioe or Sil VeErSkimrocccos& cistevecs oe eesresveus ee bees Squash. 
ammo EY CTPISLINGS | Golsys icra, Suck Seva ce eae eae wea abet 4 : 
Vellow Globe Danvers .........-..issssc see eee eee 55 1.00 Hey fool PERSE i 5 a a Boren iee- 25 
AES UNO, FSCO WI occdie esis o.eiccs a's bee seelole © esos o eiels se nies -55 1.00 Whites ashy Scallupedan Gus oo oGocic sear ele es "30 “50 
VBC PES COIN A. cos ciciade « oie chi sero Rielatas see bee he bees 1.10 2.00 sete ELUB Ra me eet ee sce tae "45 “85 
IMG@Wwravvehitte: QUEEN 2 io. oe cle Loele ecw e decent eels cs -85 1.60 Wart Hubbard heath Shee Cte ee earn tip ee tee re "35 "65 
BEmbEaepiawhy ss Dartlettare .o.0 0a scl Sts es See eS te ee ee.. 6 85 1.60 eit Saubbard evi blohedtd SS i ee al mM ge eat "40 "25 
MHOMVElOw. GlODE scab. woe seers crt kgjetuscs syelace 6 Sepa oe -60 1.10 ETS PLONE AGUS (ELECTR eo ean. ee SM ear "40 "25 
SoumbpereyVellow Globe: ei.c.0os-cadmesng sed vn vive ee .65 1.25 8 Oe NST a ae te aah SE eee ee - : 
RowEnpere ees: ane BS ae = Ail CELE a ae a0 T t 
PSOULAPOnEMNed GlODE ce... cece cence esse cee a ne -65 : omatoes. 
fee ter awethevsttld 3.600000 "381.00 a Thee Gaba. BLitb- 
Batekin’s Magi Seren (Nameless) ........ eee an a6 
e atekin’seEanliest? : 222 76.9% donc. ode eee se A : : 
Parsnip. Ratekin’seBGaUtyi age 2. or rien Peepers dee bee Ou a)-2On 2.50 
Ratekin’s Improved Hollow Crown ..............- $0.30 $0.50 Chalk’s Harly Jewel ...................... 50 90 1.75 
Improved or Table Guernsey ..............20s2c0ee .25 .45 Ponderosa jocounesogpbodgecoudsons GowducEd cele 1.00 1.80 3.50 
TIMNPrLOVER PE AlE TONS iieisc ccc cee sender cc ecistotnece .25 .40 Spark’s Harliana ................-....4.-4- .55 1.00 2.00 
l Tigine ston Gene eed iegaieiae a Sie etes he RCRA Stas ee ) ioe 2.50 
ivingstonsS: COGEIESS hs « secu chee sucysne levers evo soe .70 1.30 2.50 
Pars ey. IES ASIDE GAs id ioe Dh i ea ee (50 190 1.75 
VA SSMOMTELG Gb ic\eicaiccs, slats, oie oldie (e wpeletele cle slaieids ShaS Sea ale $0.65 $1.25 SPINE AE UTM a ayer tevaeatey eta aks Liowe She idhaseyehe wiaieusle elaie .50 -90 1.75 
Mat onless SERS ea Se ee ps spe ; ae a 
ellow ATTUOG HE. Calis ie tit) -stomeehereloicho i sheneiees< te : .10 .00 
. Pepper. INGcwvag Som tp tae (jor tein «ae te Spent 45 .80 1.50 
Mammoth Ruby King ..........-....--seseeeecece $1.10 $2.00 Dwarf Champion ................seeeeeeees .50 90 1.75 
Sweet Bguntain Fanaa, suse Dares ai reine yes aaa Ido 2500 F 
arge Bell or Bu IC a goto chaney scxogausle ysis) = Meu cncasnshs c .75 
Mieeiiant ee ee es hl aes te : Turnip. % Ib. Ib. 
FEC CMUOICUITIC. oleate olatte « (sie d we eccls.e © 0/09 6.0 suiie,s = salons, p86 1.10 2.00 Extra Early Purple Top Milan .................... $0.25 $0.45 
IDM ANAT NEES erage Ses One eate ac Ga ors Saas .30 SE 
P Golden Ball or Orange Jelly ...................... .30 -50 
eas. 1% bu. bu. Purple: Lope Glope eset tel oe ere es eee: .25 45 
Ratekin’s New Wonder ................00--eeeees $2.25 $8.50 Barly Snowball ....:....--.----0. sees eee eee eee -20 -40 
ALES, OBER pate! <2 cies GN ier tae au een Cae tae a aa é 159 Purple Lop Strap Wealth ee ei se ele bees ees .25 .45 
Amentcan: Wonder. .....2 25. c cet ccc s sens c sees nee 7.50 Early White Flat TPMT spac rosolatether ey Seoies skepece tare uae -20 .40 
ISD: FSGSUgeees x, «bic 3.5 a ledonevs inte cauetousvevsvevsonewedcah-weavecerene 6.00 WGC R CLO DCM cra riorsycttore) arokeleleneioush ohetalehchelaietersielie} ofel are oicveisi ee 20 .35 
am oem Foca TER REN oa TORE ee 7.50 
tes ECCI SMIT ks ae ete te ete meus 2. the ETS EOE 8.00 
PVT CAME EM Ts.) sleis Sieve bide s Rebehcote Asiataarate Bee PMG. oA 7.50 Ruta B a 4 as. 
Gradus or Prosperity 9.00 PUT DISA O Dey aiehcteictohe etoile tancielstevereistene s eiekelerctate alicia wes 6 -35 
TGS 0G 7 Ct a ene eS Bie ee nd gear ea 4 7.50 Weomnair Chigeevererse iver aloree ine oot ee iike oie clei obnaee Chars gibi cle,» -35 
Mammoth Luscious Sugar ..............2.eeeeeeee 2.25 8.00 JAaMorHOny eo. /\STIAKCRHD) cee eg CoG Con Ca oie ce cio Doe omens -3D. 
Improved Strategem ..........c cece cece eter ercces 2.25 8.00 White; Sweet German 4.2.6. ccc cee cee ences edos ahs) 
Champion of England ................ cece eeeecces 2.00 7.50 Carter’s Improved Hardy Swede ...............-- .35 
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Asparagus 


the spring, and it will keep down the weeds. The young 
tops may be cut for the table the second summer, but not 
very freely until the third. 


Columbian Mammoth White. 4,,2°" 42° 


tinct variety that produces shoots which are white and 
stay white as long as, fit for use. It is more robust and 
vigorous in habit and throws up larger shoots and fully as 
many af them as Conover’s Colossal, and wequires no earth- 
ing up in order to furnish the white shoots so much sought 
after. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 1€e; % Ib., 25c; 1 Ib., Tdc. 


A mammoth green sort of 


quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 15c; lb., 40c. 

Mammoth in size, even and regular in 
Palmetto. growth and appearance. Usually ready for 
market before other varieties. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 
TA Moy. PAYOR Nota Rien 


Asparagus can be grown 
Asparagus Plants. either from the seed or plants, 
but by growing from plants you get from one to two years’ 
start and are more sure of a perfect stand. The plants 
should’ be set very early in the spring, or else late in the 
fall. At our nurseries we generally plant in rows three feet 


Columbia Mammoth White. apart, with the plants one foot apart_in the row.- Select 
: good, rich soil, the richer the better. I can supply a goodly 
quantity of selected roots of my growing of any of the above named varieties. PRICE: By mail, 


postpaid, 35c per doz., $1.25 per 100. By express purchaser’s expense, $1.00 per 100, $7.50 per 1,000. 


Artichoke 


This vegetable is a great delicacy, highly valued in all parts of Europe, and also one of the most 
prominent table vegetables in California and other parts of this country.’ The scales and bottom of 
the flower are eaten either boiled or raw as a salad. The young suckers are sometimes tied to- 
gether and blanched and served in the same manner as asparagus. The plants thrive best in deep, 
rich soil, where water will not lodge about them during winter. Plants are set in rows three feet 
apart and two to three feet apart in the row. The crowns should be covered with coal ashes in 
the winter to shed the water, and over these a good covering of leaves, held in place by a little earth 
or litter. When spring arrives remove the leaves, but do not disturb the coal ashes until signs of 
growth appear, after which the ashes should be spread out over the ground. Seeds may be sown 
in the hotbed same as the tomato and transplanted in May. It makes a good growth the first year 
and some flowers may be had in September, but the second year all plants will flower and continue 
to do so for years. 


The best variety for general use; buds large, scales green; very thick 
Large Green Globe. ait Seshy. “Paty toe ron B5er a, De SL OD 
For Artichoke Roots the great hog fattener and corn saver, see farm seeds. 


Brussels Sprouts 


One ounce will produce about 3,000 plants. Of the cabbage family, producing numerous heads 
on the stem, of the most delicious quality, as well as cabbage-like head at the top. Use and culti- 
vate the same as winter cabbage. 


eat) An improvement on the standard American sort. It is thoroughly 
Ratekin s Improved. acclimated; dwarf, robust habit; will endure the climatic changes 


better than the foreign sorts, and much freer from mildew and aphis. Pkt., 10c; 0z., 30c; %4 Ib., T5e. 


Bore Cole---See Kale 


B li Growth and habit like the cauliflower, except that it is more hardy, and the heads 
roccoll. are nct as compact. It is not desirable in warm or dry countries, but is of special 
value in the North. Cultivate and use the same as cauliflower. 


White Cape. price: pkt., 5c; 02, 25¢. 


* 9 ° I consider this the best and most profitable green pod bush bean 
Ratekin Ss Bountiful. grown, and urge all my customers to give it arrarenen and thorough 
trial. See description and prices on next page. 

‘6 2 ”? BY SAMUEL B. GREEN. A manual on the growin f veg- 
Vegetable Gardening, etables for the home use and the market, treatin on toe ae 
tation of crops, garden tillage, implements, seed growing, green houses, insects injurious to veg- 
etables, methods of destroying them, garden herbs, with a complete classification of vegetables. This 
book is thorough, practical and a comprehensive guide to vegetable gardening and SHOULD BE 
IN THE HANDS OF EVERY FARMER OR GARDENER. 265 pages, fully illustrated, 50e. 
OUR SPECIAL OFFER: I will give one copy of this book free upon request with every order for 


garden seeds in the packet, ounce and 4 Ib., amounting to $2.(0 or more. Get your renighbors to send 
along their orders with you and obtain a copy of this valuable book FREE, 
This offer does not include any previous discount or premiums, and is only good for orders for 


seeds in the packet, ounce and ™%4 Ib. 


Gentlemen: I take great pleasure in informing you that the Columbian Mammoth White Aspara- 


gzus that I procured from you is doing exceptionally well. It is the very best flavored asparagus I 

have ever tasted, and remains tender much longer than the ordinary varieties. Yours truly, 
Watertown, Mass., Sept. 1, 1912. r CHAS. WATSON. 
Dear Sir: I grow asnaragus for the market and like your seed and plants better than any I have 

ever tried. My trade Cemands the very highest quality of vegetables, and I can always depend upon 


getting the very best from your seed. Oct. 10th, 1912. C. W. TOWNER, Birmingham, Ala. 


r) 
Conover ES) Colossal. the largest size and of good 


CULTURE: Sow the seed in drills about one inch deep, and the rows about one 
foot part. Keep the soil mellow and free from weeds during the summer, and in the 
fall or succeeding spring the plants should be Set about one foot apart anid the crown 
four inches below the surface. The beds should be narrow, so as to permit of cutting 
to the center. Before winter cover the transplanted beds with about four inches of 
manure. Salt is an excellent manure for asparagus. Sow a little on the surface In 


Ratekin’s Bountiful. 
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Bush or Snap Beans---Green Podded 


Bush Beans are the type generally grown for early string or snap 
beans, both for home use and for market.. They come in two general 
classes, the Green-Podded and the Yellow, or Wax-Podded varieties. It 
is a question which type is the better. Some people like one and some 
the other. Some markets prefer the wax pods, while others prefer the 
green pods. p ‘ f : é 

It is my personal opinion that there is really very little difference in 
flavor, yield, earliness, hardiness or quality between the yellow pod and 
green pod beans, but still different gardeners and different markets have 
their, preferences, so we must grow both kinds. ur 

NOTE—Each packet of beans will contain two ounces, sufficient to 
plant about twenty hills. All beans priced by the packet, half pint, 
pint and quart are delivered post paid. Persons ordering by express, not 
prepaid, may- deduct 8 cents per pint or 15 cents per quart from these 


prices quoted. Prices by the peck or bushel do not include delivery, but 


must be sent by express, not prepaid. 
(One quart will plant 100 feet of drill). 

CULTURE: Beans are somewhat tender, but it often pays to take 
some risk. Plant in warm, loamy soil at the beginning of settled, warm 
weather in spring, and at intervals for succession until August. Rows 
may be made two feet apart, and the beans planted a few inches apart in 
drills, or three to four beans in hills six to eight inches apart. Cultivate 
anid hoe frequently, always, however, when the vines are perfectly dry. 
In hoeing draw the soil up towards the rows or plants. 

NOTE—There are so many different kinds of beans that it is hard to 
tell just which are the best. I have selected those varieties which my 
customers like best, and will describe how they acted at the trial grounds. 

: (See cut,on previous page). I have been growing this 
Bountiful. bean coe several years now, and consider it by far the 
best early bean on the market. The plant is of remarkably handsome 


and thrifty growth, being practically mildew and rust proof. It is very ™~ 
hardy, extremely early and a heavy bearer. In the trial grounds it was — 


the first to give pods fit to pick in the spring and the last to yield edible 
pods in the fall. In fact, early frost usually finds midsummer plants 
still in pod and blossom. Moreover, the pods are absolutely stringless 
and free from that tough lining not only when young, but this tender 
snap, brittle quality is retained even into maturity. The pods are of large 
size, broad, flat, extra long, very uniform in shape, solid,«meaty and of 
delicious flavor. Greatly in demand in all Eastern markets, and will 
prove a money-maker to the gardeners of the West. I urge all my cus- 
tomers, especially market growers, to plant heavily of this variety. 

PRICE: Pkt., 10c; pt., 40c; qt., 75c 


Improved Earliest Valentine. 


excellent table qualities, but a little too late for first market. It is the 
variety that is almost always used by the canning factories. PRICE: 
PkES ue; pt... 25e7hqt., 45c;: pK SSSI. 


Improved Earliest Valentine. “MY i™Proved strain of this 


famous old reliable green 
podded bush bean is ready for basket in thirty-five to forty days. As 
now perfected it has full, meaty round pods, which possess beauty, ten- 
derness and a superb flavor. It is an ideal snap short bean, and one that 
always sells well on the market. Vines grow about fifteen inches high. 
My Earliest Improved is a great improvement over the original Red Val- 
entine, and I count it equal to Bountiful as a market bean, the only dif- 
ference in value being that Bountiful is flat, while Improved Earliest Val- 
entine is round. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c; pk., $1.5@ 


Ratekin’s Stringless Green Pod Bush. 1%, °22 


while not so 
well known as Valentine, is bound to rank high with those who plant it. 
The pods are somewhat larger, round, fleshy and nearly straight. They 
average five inches in length, rich green in color, very tender and of fine 
flavor. Cne of the very Eest of green pods for home use and a good 
market sort. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; pt., 30c; qt., 50c; pk.,. $1.75. - 


Ciant Stringless Bean If you want a truly mammoth green 


pod bush bean Giant Stringless will 
fill the bill. The pods are one-third larger than Valentine, round,- full 
and fleshy. It is not quite as early or prolific as some of the above 
named varieties, but is a splendid garden variety for second early or 
Succession. PRICE: Pkt., 10c;. pt., 30c; qt., 50c; pk., $1.50. 


= A very hardy and productive green-podded 
Black Valentine. bush bean, with a strong, vigorous bush. 


Ready for picking about the same time as my Eariest Improved Valen- 
tine, and produces its round pods much longer, straighter, but less 
fleshy. It is very handsome, solid, tender and of fine flavor. Very pop- 
ular in the South on account of its blight resisting qualities: a long dis- 
tance shipper. Grown extersively by market gardeners. PRICE: Pkt., 
5¢e; pt., 25c; qt., 45c; pk., $1.50. 


Yellow Six Weeks. 


Long Yellow Six Weeks. Ts is, 2, favorite 


with all gardeners. 


The green pods are flat, thick and meaty, and the seeds, 
when ripe, are yellow. Hence the name. It is a very early 
variety, but at the trial grounds was slightly tough and not 
as tender as Bountiful. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 40ce. 


Refuge or 1000 to 1 This bean is very popular 


in many sections and is 


one of the best for main crop. Pods are tender and have 


ae = Ss 


Ratekin’s Stringless Green Pod Bush. 
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Bush Beans---Wax Sorts 


Ratekin’s Kidney Wax. I have realized the 


importance of a pure 
white tender bean for canners’ purposes, and in the Rate- 
kin’s Kidney Wax I believe I have just what the people have 
been looking for. The beans being pure white, present 
the most attractive appearance when cooked. The fresh 
pods remain tender longer than those of any other variety. 
It is as heavy a yielder as the Davis White Wax and of a 
superior quality. The pods are straight, of a bright lemon 
yellow, brittle, meaty and entirely stringless at all stages 
of growth. It is the very bean the canners and truckers 
have been seeking for years, as it combines quantity and 
quality, which can be used as a string bean until large 
enough to shell, while the seed being large and pure white 
is most desirable for shell beans, both for summer and winter 
use. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; pt., 30c; qt., 50c; peck, $2.00. 


s O A very showy variety, and 
Davis White Wax. is largely grown for _ ship- 


ping and for the canning factories. The pods are a clear 
white color, plump, full and entirely rust-proof, or as nearly 
so aS any bean may be. This is an excellent variety, but 
does not retain its tenderness as long as Ratekin’s Kidney 
ae PRICE: Pkt.,, 5c; pt., .25¢e; qt., 45¢e; -pk., 


Improved Golden Wax. 1% spite, 2 


sorts of beans being introduced every year our 
Golden Wax Bean still retains its popularity. This 
is a decided improvement on the old Golden Wax, 
as it is almost wholly free from rust. The pods 
are of a dark rich golden yellow color and of per- 


Golden Wax. 


fect shape. Cooking auickly as snaps, shelling well when green and of highest qual- 
ity in either way. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 45c; pk., $1.75. 


? ¥ W Many progressive gardeners will have no 
Wardwell s Kidney ax. other than Wardwell’s Kidney Wax Bean. 
In the South, especially, an enormous acreage is annually planted with great 
profit to the grower. It is one of the best, earliest and hardiest of the wax sorts. 
I cannot recommend it too highly to market gardeners as a favorite for shipping. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 
25e; qt., 40c; pk., $1.50. 


German 


Black Wax. 


I am now so thor- 
oughly satisfied with 
this improved strain 
of Black Wax that I 
have discarded the old 
stock altogether; this 
being more vigorous 
and far more pro- 
ductive with length, 
borne well up among 


the foliage, thick, 
fleshy and of a clear, 
waxy white color. 


Remains a long time 
in condition for use as 
snaps. Beans small, 
oblong and jet black. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 
25c; qt., 45c; pk., $1.50. 


Dear sir: 3eans are 
a sort of hobby with 
me, and I take keen 
delight in growing im- 
proved varieties, both 
for home use and the 


market. Last season 

I tried your Improved 

Golden Wax with 

splendid results. The 

neighbors all envied 

my garden planted 

with your seeds, and 

[ wish to thank you for 

the extras included in 

“ ‘+. the order. wours;...G. 
_ V. Blackburn, Spring- 


Wardwell’s Early Kidney Wax. field, Ill., 8-22-1912. 
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: ; i hat 
The Bush Limas are a comparatively new class of Lima Beans t 
are becoming very popular. They are the true bush form, Fe gbes eee 
15 to 25 inches high, and are fully two weeks earlier than the clim ing 
Limas. There are many varieties of Lima Beans, but I_am listing only 
those sorts that have made good at the trial grounds. These beans phe 
good for shelling green for succotash and the like; also for dry beans for 
winter. : 


’ ‘ dwarf or bush form of the large 
Burpee Ss Bush Lima. elem Lima. The pods and seeds 
are of full Lima size. The seed which I grow is of uniformly dwarf or 
bushy habit, growing 18 to 20 inches high, with an erect branching stem. 
The size and luscious flavor of the bean are exactly the same as with the 
climbing Lima type. Sow in rows three feet apart and thin to 18 or 20 
inches. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 45c; pk., $1.50. 

9 : The best and earliest of all 
Henderson S- Bush Lima. Limas. It is small in size, but of 
high table merit and in favor with all housekeepers. It is wondrously 
prolific and just the thing for a family garden. A package or a pint will 
furnish sufficient for a good sized family. It is one of those beans hard 

PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 45c; pk., $1.75. to improve upon. 


Dear Sir- I am pleased to report that your Ratekin’s Giant Podded 
Lima is all you claim for it—a very vigorous grower and a heavy yielder. 
I am well pleased with the seeds bought from you last spring. Respect- 
fully yours, Mrs. L. E. Moffit, Galveston, Texas, 11-1-12. 


Messrs: Kindly quote me prices on your Giant Podded Lima and 
also King of the Garden Lima in five bushel lots. I was so well pleased 
with the seeds I procured from you last spring that I desire to obtain my 
whole supply from you this year. Yours very truly, C. E. Gasconade, 
Greensboro, N. C., 12-10-1912. 


Burpee’s Bush Lima. 


Pole or Climbing Limas 


e 9 e . 7 
Ratekin’s Giant Podded Lima. [%*: {?¢ 
podded and heaviest cropper of all the Limas. It is ear- 
lier than King of the Garden and a heavier yielder. A 
very vigorous grower, the vines attaining a height of ten 
to twelve feet, excelling in this respect all other Limas. 
I have been breeding this type for four years at the 
trial grounds and offered it in the catalogue for the first 
time last year. It is the largest podded, the largest 
seeded and most productive of all Lima Beans. PRICE: 
Pkt., 10c; pt., 35c; qt., 60c; pk., $2.00. 


Lima, King of: the Garden. 


This old standard sort is one of the best 
for main crop. It is vigorous in growth and 
immensely productive. The vines begin to 
produce pods near the foot of the pole, and 
the bearing season continues with- 
out interruption until frost. The 
pods are large, numerous and well 
filled. The beans are of mammoth 
size and uniform. PRICE: Pkt., 
5e; pt., 30c; qt., 50c; pk., $1.75. 


° ° CE he Butter 
mesa ima Go2o bute 


South). Grows quickly, matures 
early, and is immensely productive, 
bearing continually throughout the 
season. A fine early sort. PRICE: 
IPEt., 5; pt, 20¢; qt:, 45¢e; peck, 
$1.75. 
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hills. 


Kentucky Wonder or Old 


White Dutch Case’ Knife. 


pk., $1.60. 


fail to get a stand on account of too late 


Pole Beans 


The pole or climbing beans are more tender and require more care in cul- 
ture than the bush varieties. They should be planted about two weeks later, 
and will succeed best in sandy loam. Each packet’ of pole beans will contain 
two ounces and will plant fifteen to twenty hills. A pint will plant about 100 


P ] B GREEN. AND WAX PODDED. The beauty of the pole 
ole eans bean is the fact that they bear much heavier than bunch 
beans and keep on bearing all fall. Many of the varieties of the highest qual- 
ity can be had only in the pole form. They can be used either as green beans 
to cook, pod and all, or they may be left for shell beans. 


I believ that 
Homestead. this is the very 


best pole‘ bean. grown, whether you. get your seed of me or from some other re- 
liable-seedsman, just so you get the true seed. It has a long, very wrinkly pod, 
flat and tender, hanging in great clusters from the top to the bottom of the 
pole. Pod-is light green and bean is brown in color. This is the best and 
most profitable bean ‘for, the market gardener, the pods being so showy and 
producing so abundantly... PRICE: Pkt., 


: * The 
Lazy Wife Pole Bean. thick, flashy, and, above all, absolutely 
stringless. They retain their rich, stringless and tender qualities until they 
are ripe, so much, in fact, that I.am safe in saying that Lazy Wife is the 
very best of all snap sorts. The pods are six to eight inches long, exceedingly 
rich and fine flavored, This is an excellent Sort, and Sure to give satisfaction, 
especially in the South. PRICE: .Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 45c; peck, $1.50. 


5c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c; pk., $1.60. : 
green pods are wonderfully broad, 


This variety yields an immense crop . 
of handsome flat white beans of ex- 


cellent flavor. Cooks easily. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c; pk., $1.60. 


Red Speckled, Cut Short, or Corn Hill. {2 vanety: 
planting among corn. It will give a good crop without the use of poles; vines 
medium, twining loosely, with dark colored, smooth, leaves and white blos- 
soms in small clusters; pods short, cylindrical and tender. Beans: nearly ob- 
long, cut off diagonally at the ends; white, covered at one end and slightly over 
the whole surface with reddish brown dots. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 40ce; 


D This is one of the old favorites, and 
Horticultural Pole Bean. sometimes called the “Bird Egg’’ Bean; 
also ‘Cranberry.’ The mammoth pods are beautifully striped and splashed 
“with brilliant carmine;’very showy and attractive. The beans are large, a 
rich flavor and fine for shelling. PRICE: 


Beets 


T have taken great pains to procure the very best beet seed to be had, and 
a crop grown from my seed will prove it. My seed is‘all grown for me by a 
specialist in Germany, and is absolutely true: ~The seed: forms beets of uni- 
form shape and color, small tops and small tap roots; nearly free from fibrous 
or sprangling roots. The crop is very short this year, shorter even than last 
year, consequently prices are higher. Put your order in early. Remember that 
beet seed must be sown early, as it comes best when the ground is cool. Many 


Pkt.,-5¢e; pt., 25e; qt., 45e; pk, $1.75: 


a sowing and then blame the seed. 


CULTURE: The best results are obtained on a deep, sandy loam. For gen- 
eral crop sow as soon as the ground will permit in drills eighteen inches apart, 
and thin out three inches in the row. For winter use the-turnip varieties may 


be sown in June, and the beets may be kept by storing in a cellar and keeping covered with sand or sandy. soil to prevent 


wilting, or they may be kept out doors in pits such as are used for apples and potatoes. 
of two or three sorts, will give a good supply for a large family. 
It is best to sow in freshly prepared soil. which shoulld be pressed 
firmly over the seed. One ounce sows fifty feet of (drill; four or 
six pounds for one acre. 
oh I consider this variety the 
Ratekin s Extra Early. very earliest of all beets It 
is of fine globular form, has sweet, tender flesh of alternate rings 
of light and dark pink. The light green leaves are sometimes 
used for greens. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; 0z., 15c; % Ib., 40c; Ib., $1.25. 
? : The name of this variety is mis- 
Crosby Ss Egyptian. leading, as it resembles the Egyp- 
tian only in its extreme earliness. It is larger, lighter colored an | 
more spherical, one of the best for early planting out of doors. It 
is an excellent sort, and one which will stand a trial in every 
section. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 25c; lb., 90c. 


Crosby’s Egyptian. 


One or two ounces, or single packets 
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Extra Early Egyptian 

= One of the 
Blood Turnip. 225 {forcing 
varieties and excellent for early 
crop out of doors, “being very 
early, with small top. Roots very 
dark red, flat on top, but flat be- 
neath, with very small tap roots; 
-flesh dark red, zoned with lighter 
shade, hard, crisp and tender when 
young, but becoming woody with 
age. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 15c; 
y% Ib., 30c; Ib., $1.00. , , 


uy QR, ° 


bs Tops small 
Early Eclipse. [ons 3a, 
plish green, shading to lighter 
color on outside of leaves. Roots 
nearly globular, with small tap 
“root and very small collar. Flesh 
dark rej, zoned with a lighter 
shade; very sweet, crisp and ten- |fg~s 
der, especially when young, | 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib.,. 
2G leo o UG 


Extra Early Dark \|¥% eae Oe 4 F ITY - 

Beauty. «One. (Si. te. catliest IAs 45 Lee Bite. = 4 a ae 
ful oval Tet ee Ges Sato = &. ae er ee Br m1 
rich dark red. Flesh is fine grain < 


and cooks tender; rich and sweet. Its flavor is superb, free from side roots and smooth, and is very beautiful in market. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz.,-10e; % Ib., 25e; 1b.;-95c. 


: . Popular everywhere; roots fine; symmetrical in shape; flesh deep blood red, tender and 
Improved Blood Turnip. sweet; grows to good size; fine for early uSe and desirable for winter. PRICE: Pkt., 
Set ozs L0er Ye ibs Boe: f Ih ‘$1.00: 


An excellent sort for winter use. Roots not as long as the “Long Smooth,” but considerably 
Half Long Blood. thicker, always smooth and handsome. Flesh sweet, tender and of dark red color. An excel- 
lent keeper. PRICE: - Pkt., 5c; 1 oz., 10c; %4 lb., 30c; lb., $1.00. 


C A A most excellent turnip rooted sort. It grows to a large size, is of most handsome appear- 
Detroit Dark Blood. ance, end is very productive in all soils and locations and in ali seasons. Leaf, stems and 
veins are dark red, blade green, roots globular, perfectly smooth, dark blood red. Flesh bright red, zoned with a darker shade, 
very crisp, tender and sweet, remaining so a long time. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %4 lb., 30c; Ib., $1.00. 


NOTE—FOR MANGELS AND SUGAR BEETS FOR STOCK FEEDING, SEE FARM SEEDS DEPARTMENT. 


American Grown — Cabbage Highest Quality 


I pride myself on having the best, purest and highest grade Cabbage Seed that is offered or at least it is surpassed by 
none. Compared with the cost of seed there is more money in growing cabbage than in any other crop, and there is nothing 
that growers should be more particular about than the seed selection. My,seed is all tested for germination and purity, 
and is of the very best. 


SOW ONE OUNCE FOR 3,000 TO 4,000 PLANTS; FOUR OUNCES FOR ONE ACRE. 


CULTURE: For plants of the earliest sorts sow seed in January or February under. glass, and pick out in flats or 
frames about two inches apart each way. -Transplant to open ground as soon in spring as the Jand can be properly prepared. 
A rich, warm, fibrous loam is best. Have the plants_in the rows 20 to 24 inches apart, and rows at least two feet apart. Give 
thorough cultivation, and irrigate in dry weather if practicable, Protect against the ravages of cutworm, maggot and green 
worm. A little nitrate of soda applied. aroun'd the plant is of great benefit. Potash applications, such as wood ashes or mu- 
riate, may also do much good: For late cabbage plants sow seed in drills in open ground during April and May, and trans- 
plant.in June and July, giving the plants more room than allowed: for earliest cabbages. Dusting with tobacco dust, insect 
powder, etc., or splashing with hot soapsuds, especially whale-oil soap solution, are good and safe remedies for some of the 
insect pests attacking plants of the cabbage. ¢ 


Ratekin’s Washington Wakefield Cabbage. (Early). I introduced this cabbage in 1893, at which time 


fii 
fut 


Poet 


bij 


my stock was limited. I received so many letters of praise 
and congratulations regarding it that it seemed as 
though everyone who tried it must have written to 
make known their satisfaction. All gardeners are so 
familiar with Wakefield Calbbages that description is 
unnecessary. The engraving shows the character of 
the Washington Wakefield. It is fully as early as any 
other strain of Wakefield Cabbage and double the 
size. No other stock equals it in earliness, size of 
head and purity. PRICE: Large pkt., 10c; oz., 25c; 
% Ib., 75c; Ib., $2.50. No other cabbage of which I 
have knowledge has aroused such enthusiasm among 
cabbage experts as has my Washington Wakefield. 


Early Jersey Wakefield. 2° ,caniest 
heading of extra early cabbages. Our seed is new and 
good. Heads conical, compact, solid and of excellent 
quality. The thick, stout leaves and compact habit 
makes it the best for wintering over and very early 
SSE PRIGCEFSSPKt.0 5s OZ.0 -20C2 46 Ib:; 60e; Ib:, 
2.00. 


Gentlemen: The seeds procured from you proved 
to be of the very best quality. The Washington 
Wakefield Cabbage was especially fine. I shall want 
more seed next year and will send to you. Yours 
truly, : MRS. S. GIBSON, 


Jefferson City, Mo., Sept. 30th, 1912. 
Dear Sir: I am pleased to report that the seeds 
purchased from you last spring were entirely satis- 
factory. The Wakefield Cabbage was especially fine. 
Yours truly, MRS. ROGER TURNBALL, t 
Waco, Texas, Sept. 1, 1912. 
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Cabbage 


Ratekin’s Special Strain 
Early Jersey Wakefield 


Undoubtedly the very finest 
strain of this well known popular 
HH) }s : : variety in cultivation. The heads 
jin) YAY) Way ae. ae Ba are extremely solid, pyramidal in 
™ a e : } =e shape, and with very little outside 
Se Eee LBP aes 53g . foliage. I grow this strain espe- 
rat 2 SR cially for the most CRITICAL 
TRUCK GROWERS AND PLANT- 
ERS. It is a little higher in price 
than the regular strain, but is well 
worth every cent of the difference. 
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 30c; % Ib., 
$1.00; lb., $3.00. 


Early Winningstadt. 


One of the best for general use, be- 
ing very hardy and sure to head, 
forming a hard head when most 
sorts fail. Those who have failed 
with other kinds can hope to suc- 
ceed with this. It seems to suffer 
less from the cabbage worm than 
any other sort. Plant very com- 
pact, with short, thick leaves 
Heads regular, conical, very hard 
and keep well both summer and 
winter. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; 
2 oz., 35c; % Ib., 60c; 1 Ib., $2.00 


This is gen- 
All Seasons. erally grown 
on Long Island for the New York 
market. Heads very large, round, 
é often nearly spherical, but usually 
somewhat flattened; very solid and of the best quality, keeping as well as the 
winter sorts. Plants very vigorous and sure heading; leaves large, smooth, with 
dense bloom. Remarkable for its ability to stand the hot sun and dry weather. 
Our trial has shown that heads which were fit for market by July 10th were 
still salable September 10th, the only change being increased size and density. 
One of the very best sorts for general cultivation. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 25c; 
2 oz., 40c; % oz., 40c; % Ib., T5c; Ib., $2.50. 


Oe) THE EARLIEST OF ALL LARGE CABBAGE, 
Ratekin Ss All Head. and considerably larger than any other early 


summer variety that is equally as early. The deep, flat heads are remarkably 
solid and the most uniform in color, form and size of any variety. The hard 
heads grow so free from spreading leaves that fully 1,000 more heads than us- 
ual with large cabbage can be obtained to the acre. It is really an all year 
one Gaya ees equally good for winter. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 25c; ™% 
b., Cc; +» 92.00, 


A popular sort for main crop; never fails to form uniformly 
Surehead. large and solid heads, which are tender and of fine, sweet fla- 
vor. An excellent keeper and a good shipper. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; 4% 
Ib., 60c; Ib., $2.00. 


mth 


Ratekin’s All Head. 


Ratekin’s Autumn King. 


“AUTUMN KING” is an entirely 
distinct variety; best keeper we 
have ever seen; it produces enor- 
mous, solid heads of that dark 
shade of green that is most desir- 
able in a cabbage, and has such 
small outer leaves that it can be 
planted closer together than the 
ordinary late sorts, and can be re- 
lied on to produce a greater weight 
of crop per acre than any other va- 
riety. A distinct feature of the 
“AUTUMN KING” is the peculiarly 
crimped leaves, which not only 
adds to its appearance, but enables 


it to be distinguished anywhere. 

It is unquesionably one of the best 

late sorts of today. PRICE: Pkt., ROR aaa, 

10c; oz., 20c; % Ilb., 70c; Ib., $2.25. SM Wikhd) akg 
ULMER 


Danish Ball Head This winter variety is especially 


desired on account of its great so- Autumn. King 


lidity and its keeping qualities. They weigh more than other sorts — 
of equal size. The heads are crisp, tender and sweet and un- prmtest ah Tern Oe oe 
surpassed for boiling, slaw, sauer kraut, ete. It grows well on all o repo! e = 


bage seed purchased 
from you last’. spring 
grew fine and that I had 
early cabbage ten days 
before any of my neigh- 
bors. Yours very truly, 
Chas. Mendenhall, 
Atchison, Kan.. Nov. 11, 


soils and under most conditions, withstanding hot, dry weather, 
and does not rot in wet seasons. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 2Cc; % Ib 


65c;: lb., $2.25 


Large Late Drumhead A favorite winter variety. 


Heads are solid and of good 
texture, and have very few loose leaves, allowing of planting closely 
in the field. PRICE: Pkt., 6¢C* oz., he: A lb., T5c. 
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Copenhagen Market 


Offered Last Year for the First Time. 
It Proved to Be the Best Early Cabbage from Denmark. 


Copenhagen Market is certainly a valuable new, early cab- 
bage, producing round, hard heads very early in the season. 
As early as the Charleston Wakefield. It is the most popular 
early cabbage in the markets. of Copenhagen. Market garden- 
ers here who tried it for the first time last season are simply 
crazy about it on account of its extreme earliness and solid ten- 
pound heads, with a small core and always of excellent quality. 
The plants are short stemmed, producing heads almost on the 
ground. The light green colored leaves are medium in size, 
Saucer shaper, and are always tightly folded. The plants may 
therefore be set closer than most other early varieties. It is a 
vigorous grower and yielder, as are all cabbages from Denmark, 
and an excellent keeper. My stock of Copenhagen Market 
comes to me direct from the originator. My supply is limited 
to a little over 100 pounds: PRICE: Pkt., 10c; % oz., 30c; % oz., 
50e; oz., 90ce; 1% Ib., $2.50; Ib., $9.00. 


Ratekin’s Ideal Cabbage. 48.2°v,,improved the 


most profitable cab- 
bage ever offered to the American cabbage grower. Absolutely 
sure heading; 999 out of 1,000 plants make perfect, saleable 
heads, averaging sixteen to twenty pounds; interior is creamy 
white, compact and erisp, unequaled for cooking or slicing; fla- 
vor especially fine. It is without exception the best winter 
keeper in the world. It will -flourish on all soils. In fact, it 
will prove a gold mine to all cabbage growers. We want every 
one of our customers to give it a trial this season. The seed 
from these we offer you cannot be equaled. PRICE: Pkt., 15c; 
oz., 30c; % Ib. 90c; % Ib., $1.75; 1 Ib. $3.00, postpaid. 

s The best “FLAT DUTCH 
Premium Flat Dutch. CABBAGE” ever offered the 
American cabbage grower. Absolutely sure heading. Specially 
Ratekin’s ideal Cabbage. : grown heads often reach fifty pounds each. ENE Ss is creamy 

j white, compact and crisp. : 

Unequaled for cooking or 
slicing; flavor especially : 
fine. It will flourish on. |. |ha ww 
all soils. PRICE: Pkt., eee 
5e; oz., 15¢e; % Ts, 50¢c; i 
Y% \b., 90c; Ib., $1. ce 

The most ae cab- 
bage grower in the lanld 
need have no doubts 
about the quality of our 
cabbage seed. 


Ratekin’s 


Drumhead 
Savoy. 


This is the hardest 
heading and best  all- 
round Savoy. Plants are 
3 of strong growth, having 
only a moderate number 
of outer leaves growing 
closely about the large, 
solid round heads. Heads 
beautifully blanched and : 
of the finest flavor. 2 ee = 
5 PRICE: ~Pkt.,~ 5c; oz, a aa = ; 
Ratekin’s Drumhead Savoy. 20e; % Ib., 60c; lb., $2.25. Premium Late Flat Dutch. 


ae 
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Cauliflower 


CULTURE: The same as 
for cabbage, except that ex- 
Bie tra manure and plenty of 
ces water will pay upon Caul- 
i iflower. If the soil be dry 

water frequently, and if the 
plants could have a heavy 
mulch of hay or straw, it 
would keep the soil moist, 
and they would not suffer 
from drouth. The early 
kinds should be ~ strong 

2 enough to plant out not 
= later than the milddle of 
ae April. The late kinds may | 

be planted out same time as 
cabbage. 


Ratekin’s 
Dry-Weather 


Cauliflower. 


Especially adapted for sec- 
tions subject to long dry 
seasons, av it will grow well 
and produce the finest heads 
in spite of lack of moisture. 
Heads grow tv a large size, 
ae f ae are very solid, pure white 
es ee and of delicious flavor. Val- 


Sat 
it 


es a oe ee ce uable for growing in the 
Ratekin’s Dry-Weather Cauliflower. ( southern’ States. Pits) sates 
“4 oZ., $1.00. 


net) : One of the earliest in cultivation; small-leaved dwarf, for forcing or open 
Ratekin s Selected Dwarf Erfurt. ground, producing very solid, pure white heads of the finest quality. It 
grows about fifteen inches high, and is a sure header. Pkt.,20c; % oz., $1.00. 


An extremely early dwarf variety, producing magnificent white heads of fine quality. Well 
Early Snowball. adapted to hot-bed culture. Pkt., 20c; %4 oz, $1.00. 


Carrots 


CULTURE: While a sandy loam, made rich by manuring the previous year, Is the best 
for the carrot, any good land, if thoroughly and deeply worked, will produce satisfactory crops. 
When it is possible to do so it is advisable to sow as early in the spring as the ground is fit to 
work, though good crops may in this latitude be grown from sowing as late as June 15, but 
success from such late planting is uncertain. For table use sow the srnaller kinds as early 
as practicable in rows 16 to 18 inches apart. For field culture prepare the ground thoroughly 
and sow in drills 18 to 24 inches apart, using from 1!/2 to 3 Ibs. to the acre, according to the 
distance between the rows. Cover one-half to one inch deep and see to it that the soil is 
pressed firmly above the seed. As soon as the plants appear use the cultivator or wheel hoe. 
Do not let the weeds get a start. Thin the smaller table sorts to 8 to 10 to a foot, and the 
field varieties to 3 to 6 inches apart in the row. For winter use gather and store like beets or 
turnips, 

We do not hesitate to call this the most valuable. It is of 
Oxheart or Guerande. beautiful shape and rich orange color. It will produce 
roots as early as any variety and continues of the best quality all the season. It is excellent 
for hogs and other live stock, and has yielded 1,200 bushels per acre. Cut off tops with 
scythe and pull roots with potato hooks. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10ce; % Ib., 25c; 1 Ib., 70c. 

? A popular, standard variety of rich, dark orange color. Very 
Danver s Half Long. smooth and handsome. In form half way between Oxheart 
and the Long Orange, and wonderfully productive. Under special cultivation it has yielded 
from twenty to twenty-five tons per acre. One of the finest varieties in cultivation. PRICE: 
Pkt., 5c; 1 0z., 10c; % Ib., 20c; 1 lb., 60c. 


SEY Stump rooted, grows about the size of our Cincinnati 
Ratekin’s Early Market. Market Radish, excellent forcer; fine flavor; flesh a 
deep orange, fine grained. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 25c; 1 Ib., 85c. 

Medium early, roots smooth, bright orange and of fine 

Chantenay Half Long. quality. An excellent market sort. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %4 
Ib., 25¢c; Ib., 90c. 

The favorite extra early variety. Very early; color orange- 

Early Scarlet Horn. scarlet; fine grained and agreeable flavor. Tops small; has a 


short, stump-shaped root; grows well in shallow soil. The best early variety for table use. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 1Gc; %4 Ib., 20c; Ib., 60c. NOTE—For stock carrots see, farm seeds. 


CHUFAS OR EARTH 
ALMOND. 


A nice little ground nut which is greatly 
liked by the children. In sweetness and fla- 
vor they resemble the cocoanut or almond, 
and are considered very nice put on the 
table in a fruit dish with candies, and as an 
after dinner relish. Very prolific, a single 
one yielding from two to four hundred. The 
nuts grow under ground, very near the sur- 
face, easily reached by pigs and poultry, and 
destroyed by them if they have free access. 


Plant in April, ten inches apart in 2%-foot 
rows. Cover them lightly. If the seed is 
very dry soak them well before planting. 


PRICE: PRt, -bc;: 0z., 10c; Sibiu ibe 


ia CRESS. 


Early Curled Well known = salad. 


= Sow at intervals all 
Ratekin’s Early Market. season. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 25c. Danver’s Half Long. 
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CULTURE: Sow the seed in a light, rich, dry border as 
early as the ground can be worked in drills eight to ten inches 
apart, and cover the seeds about a quarter of an inch deep, roll- 
ing or treading them in if the ground be dry. When fairly out 
of the seed-leaf they may be transplanted to another bed, or 
they may be thinned out to six or eight inches apart, and let 
grow until wanted to plant out in beds or trenches. The beds 
should be keet well weeded, and occasional soaking with water 
in dry weather will do the plants good. Early in July in the 
North, a month or six weeks later in the Southern States is the 
proper time to set the plants out in beds or trenches. Press 
the soil firmly against the roots. In the garden the better way 
is to set the plants in shallow trenches. We say shallow, for it 
Is obviously a bad plan to remove all the good soil (as must be 
done in a deep trench), and put the plants in that which is poor. 
The plants must be set in a single row in a narrow trench; or 
the trench may be made into a bed wide enough to hold two, 
three or four rows, and in this. case the plants are in a com- 
pact form to be covered for the winter where they grow. This 
will save much labor where there is no root-cellar for storage, 
as often happens to be the case. When grown in beds in this 
way the rows should be one foot apart, and the plants about 
eight inches apart in rows. The beld should be made very rich 
with thoroughly decomposed manure. The plants will need to 
be earthed up two or three-times, and in doing this care should 
be taken not to let the earth get into the heart of the plant. 
In field culture the plants are set on the surface in rows four 
feet apart when the celery is to be earthed up in the field for 
early use, and two feet apart when the plants are to be taken up 
and blanched in the cellar for winter use. The plants are set 
six inches apart in rows. If not grown in beds the best way to 
store is to dig trenches in a well-drained spot in the open 
ground one foot wide, and at a depth of a few inches less than 
the height of the celery. The plants are then lifted and set 
close together. When severe cold weather comes on cover grad- 
ually with leaves, hay or straw, and place boards on top. The 
turnip-rooted or ‘‘Knob’”’ Celery needs no earthing up, and may 
be planted in: rows one foot apart. 


Golden Self-Blanching. 


_ This is without doubt the most 
5 popular celery grown, It is a 
SELF-BLANCHING § sort, for 
with a little banking up or cove 
ering even the outer ribs as- 
sume a beautiful golden yellow 
color, while the ‘“‘heart’” or vine 


brittle and sweet. We offer two 
- strains of this variety, viz., 


Celery 


stalks are deliciously, tender, - 
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Wountry Gentleman. 


RATEKIN’S “PRIVATE STOCK” and “REGULAR” stock, and for the following reason: 
Some years ago I procured from a celery grower in France some seed of the Golden Self 
Blanching variety. That year there happened to be a good deal of trouble in many parts of 
the country with California grown seed of the Golden Self Blanching Celery, for it did not 
blanch as well as usual, nor was the seed as pure. My customers, of course, noted the differ- 
enee in the quality between the French stock and the California stock, and have always since 
insisted on having our French grown “PRIVATE STOCK” seed, no matter what the differ- 
ence in price might be. In fact, I have on several occasions, when the particular French 
stock of seed I mention was very scarce and high in price sold it readily at from $15.00 to 
$25.00 a pound, when I was only asking $3.00 a pound for the very best California seed. 

Ratekin’s Private Stock. (Sold only in sealed packages). 

PRICE: Large pkt., 15c; oz., 50c; ™% Ilb., $1.75; lb., $6.00, postpaid. 

Regular Stock. Price: Large Pkt., 10c; 0z., £5c; % Ib., 80c; lb., $3.00, postpaid. 


Whit Plu Stalks, portions of the inner leaves and heart naturally white and be- 
ite me. come fit for use by simply tying up closely with soft twine. More used 
than any other variety by market gardeners. Our seed is of the highest quality and sure to 
please all. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; % Ib., 50c; Ib., $1.75.. 


See, s Stalks remarkably large, thick, ‘solid, entirely stringless, 
Ratekin Ss Giant Pascal. very erisp and brittle. A vigorous grower and is self- 
blanching, clear white. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % lb., 60c; Ib., $1.75. 


Corn, Sweet or Sugar 


CULTURE: Plant in hills three feet apart each way, and five or six kernels in a hill. 
Hoe often and ‘draw soil up to the stem; break off side shoots. Make the ground rich with 
well-rotted manure. If sown thinly in drills a greater yield from a given surface will be ob- 
tained. Prices quoted on sweet corn by the packet, pint and quart are postpaid. 


_ Sweet corn is one of my-+ specialties. Like field corn I grow it on a large scale 
and supply the most reputable seed houses in the country with their seed. Good sweet corn 
seed requires the most careful attention, especially during the drying season when the corn 
is cured. I cure all my seed by a natural process, using no artificial heat whatever, and seed 
procured from me can be depended upon to grow from 90 to 95 per cent strong. Market 
gardeners and growers who require seed absolutely true and of good, even grade should write 
me before ordering. 

° The largest and best extra early sweet corn. The stalks 
Mammoth White Cory. are no larger than those of the ‘“‘White Cob Cory,” but 
each stalk furnishes two or mere large, fine shaped ears, very symmetrical and handscme, 
with no opening between the rows at the base. The grain is large, broad, very white and of 
remarkably good quality for such an early sort. The beauty and quality of this variety give 
it ready sale, even when the market is overstocked. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; qt., 30c; 4 qts., $1.00. 
@This variety is often called the ‘‘shoe peg’”’ corn, owing to the 
Country Gentleman. arrangement of the crowded kernels which are long and very 
sweet. The ears average nine inches in length and are borne from two to five and sometimes 
+Six on each stalk. The cob is small and very closely packed from tip to butt with slender, 
pure Ne kernels of the finest quality. If you try this variety you will like it. Pkt., 5c; pt., 
15¢e; qt., c. 


a 
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Sweet Corn 


’ Originating in the far north this variety is there- 
Peep O Day. fore extremely early in maturing. Besides this 
very important feature it is a ‘‘Sweet Corn’’ in the true sense of the 
word, bein remarkably sweet and tender. The stalks grow about three 
and one-half feet high, and are usually very prolific, - producing from 
two to five ears each, which measure about five inches in length, and 
are well filled. PRICE: Pt., 20c; qt., 30c; 4 qts., $1.04. 
Is becoming each year more firmly fixed in 
Golden Bantam. popular favor because of its extreme early 
character, vigorous growth and surpassingly delicious flavor. We have 
had hundreds of letters from customers, giving it the highest praise as 
the finest extra-early sweet corn they have ever grown. 

Although the dry grain is entirely free from any flinty glaze it is 
exceptionally hard and firm, hence can be planted earlier than any other 
true Sweet Corn. The stalks are dwarf ‘and sturdy in habit, growing to a 
height of four feet. They bear two and three good ears, which are set 
well above the ground. The ears, five to seven inches in length, have 
eight rows of broad, yellow grains, extending to the extreme rounded 
tip. | 

Many market gardeners re- | 
port that they find GOLDEN 
BANTAM their most profitable 
variety throughout the season 
(from successive plantings), as 
soon as customers become ac- 
quainted with the splendid fla- 
vor and distinct color. 

GOLDEN BANTAM is as dis- 
tinct in flavor from that of 
white varieties as in color—being 
almost literally ‘‘sweet as hon- 
ey.”’” The skin is so excep- 
tionally tender that it does not 
need scoring or cutting across 
the grain. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 
Y% pt., 15c; qt., 30c; 4 qts., $1.00. 


Early Minnesota. 


A standard early variety that 
has held a high place in the list 
of sweet corns ever since its 
introduction. The ears are of 
good size, well flavored and of 
the best cooking qualities. Val- 
uable for either private or mar- 
ket use. PRICE: Pict 10ers 
¥% pt., 15c; qt., 35c. 


Crosby’s Early. 


For medium early use and gen- 
eral crop this is one of the 
most desirable varieties. Ears 
are of medium size and the 
cooking qualities excellent. A 
good cropper and profitable for 
family use and as a market 
bl f . ye 
ee ) BOFL- th sae Pkt., 5c; % pt., 
nett iy f 7 re . 


sit 


Ate lal Improved Stowell’s 


hy h 
/> thing: i | Evergreen. 

j For many years Stowell’s Ever- 
green Corn has been the most 
prominent main crop variety 
and is more largely planted than 
any other, being a general fa- 
vorite with canners and market 
5 gardeners for late use. We have 

Golden Bantam. been selecting this for a number 
of years to improve it for family use. The ears are medium to large size, and our il- 
lustration was made by combining the picture of the lower part of an ear in fit con- 
dition for table use with part of an ear of dry seed corn. The grains are deep, 
exceptionally tender and remain a long time in an edible condition. The dried ker- 
nels are shriveled so much that they readily show its unusual sweetness. PRICE: 
Pkt., 5c; % pt., bc; qt., 4de, 
° The Best Extra Early Market Sort. It is the earliest table corn, 
First of All. and brings Couble the price that better corns command later. 
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c, postpaid. 


Pop Corn 


BIG MONEY IN LITTLE THINGS. 

Very often there is good money in “‘little things’? which, because they are small 
people are likely to overlook. Popcorn is one of these. 

Boys or girls can grow an acre or two of popcorn and dispose of the product 
to their neighbors or to the merchant. There is usually a demand for this article and in 
this way considerable money can easily be earned. Why not plow up an acre or two 
and turn it over to the children. It will afford them pleasure and profit. 

. ~ A very handsome and prolific variety; ears short; kernels long, 
White Rice. pointed and resembles rice; color white. Probably no variety oi 
popcorn is superior to this for parching. PRICE: Pkt., bc; pt., 20c; qt., 35c, post- 
paid; pk., 85c, by freight or express. 


? Color a peculiar lustrous golden yellow: pops to a rich 
Queen’s Golden. cream color; very prolific. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; pt., 20c; 
qt., 35c, postpaid; pk., 85e, by express, 


Pry 


A valuable new rice popcorn, introduced by an exten- 
New Red Beauty. sive popcorn grower in Illinois. Ears medium to large; IMPROVED 
color bright red; deep grains and small cob; extremely early and productive. Highly STOWELL’S EVERGREEN. ; 


recommended. PRICE: Fkt., 5c; % pt., 15c; pt., 25e; qt., 40c. The Best Main Crop Sweet Corn. 


a cali am eal all 


“one especially adapted to the hotbed or early garden. 
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Cucumbers 


Cucumbers succeed best in a rich, loamy soil. For 
first early, sow in hotbeds, in berry boxes or in small 
flower pots, six weeks before they can be set out in the 
open ground. When danger of frost is over, transplant in 
hills four feet apart each way. For general crop plant in 
open ground in May, about twelve seeds in hill. /When 
danger of bugs is past, thin to four strong plants in a hill. 
For pickling, plant in June. Sprinkle the vines with 
plaster of air-slacked lime to protect from bugs, or use 
Slug Shot to kill the bugs. 


Each packet of Cucumber seed will contain a quarter 
of an ounce, sufficient to plant about twenty hills. Two 
pounds will plant an acre. 


Ratekin’s Improved White Spine. 


I consider this the finest flavored of all cucumbers. 
The vines produce enormous crops and are of unusually 
vigorous growth, with large thick leaves which withstand 
the attack of insects. The fruit is perfectly smooth, of 
a dark green color and measure from ten to eighteen inches long. They are always straight and very solid. The flesh is 
greenish white, firm, crisp and of the most delicious flavor. Packet, 10c; oz., 15c; ™%4 Ilb., 55c; Ib., $1.50. 


Ratekin’s New Crescent Cucumber. This new cucumber I bred up for extreme earliness and quality. It 


certainly has proved itself the earliest cucumber that I know of and 
3 ‘ : It sets its fruit quickly_and produces beautiful cucumbers in the short- 
est possible time, and if kept picked, will continue bearing for a long time. Packet, 10c; 0z., 20c; % Ib., 60c; Ib., $2.00. 


= = A marvelous climbing variety introduced from Japan. The vines are strong 
Japanese Climbing Cucumber. growing and immensely productive, it being estimated that it will yield three 


times as much as any other variety in a given space. The fruits are of good size and of fine flavor, adapted especially for 
slicing and salads. Does best in dry warm summers. Packet, 5c; oz., 15c; % Ib., 40c; Ib., $1.25. 


Fruits average ten to twelve inches in length. Skin a deep rich green; flesh solid, crisp 
improved Long Green. and of excellent quality. This is an extra selected strain of the original type and can 
be age ater eu oe produce the true long dark green fruits, excellent alike for slicing or pickling. Packet, 10c; oz., 15c; 
% Ib., 40c; Ib., -50. 


Davis’ Perfect. 


ee 


Ratekin’s Improved White Spine. 


By using this variety gardeners can produce out-of-door varieties that will sell in the market for 
hot house forcing varieties. The shape is ideal. It is almost seedless one-third of its length from 


the stem, and the few seeds contained in its blossom end when in eating condition are so small and tender that they are 
hardly noticeable. 


Packet, 10c;-0z., 15c; % Ilb., 40c; Ib., $1.50. 


= For flavor, uniform size, color and product- 
Klondike Famous. iveness this Cucumber is absolutely un- 
equaled. In addition to this it comes into bearing very early, continuing 
throughout the season until killed by frost. Always straight, never turn- 
ing yellow. It is a hybrid of the White Spine type. The fruits average 
six to seven inches in length, and about two inches thick. PRICE: Pkt., 
10c; oz., 20e; 1%4 Ib., 50c; 1 Ib., $1.50. 


Boston or Jersey Pickle. 
for pickling. PRICE: 


Ts used almost exclusively by the 
z market gardeners near -Boston 
Pkt:, 5e€3/0z),'15¢e; % Ib:, 5€e; ,Ib.; $1.60. 


A strain of the White Spine, somewhat like 
| the Arlington, but larger. Fruit long, cylin- 
Fine for table use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 1%4 Ib., 


Cool and Crisp. 


drical, dark green. 


20c; Ib.,. 70c. 

7 A variety of the highest merit for gardeners, some 
New Astor. claiming that they made more money from a crop of 
these grown early in hot beds than from any other crop, as they yield 
a continual daily picking and sell quickly at $1.00 per dozen. Fruit large, 
perfect shape, 8 to 12 inches long. They are of the very best quality for 
Slicing, as the flesh is white and crisp and they have very few seeds. 


PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., $1. 
S > : A very small, oval, prickly variety, quite 
Fordhook Pickling. distinct from ail others. It is nee ex- 
clusively for pickles; is the smallest of all varieties and should always 
be picked when young and tender. The seed is slow to germinate, re- 
. ~ ka quiring usually from two to three weeks. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; 
Improved Chicago Picklé. . % I|b., Tac; Ib., $2.50. 


ee : This variety, which originated with a ieading pickle grower near Chicago, is consid- 
Chicago Improved Pickle. ered the best variety there is, as it is very prolific, matures early and produces an im- 


mense number of desirable shaped pickles. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 20c; yy Ib., 60c; lb., $1.90. 


Vine vigorous, producing the bulk of the crop near the root and in clusters. Fruit short, with uniformly 
Early Cluster. thick end, dark green, but paler at blossom end. A very productive sort. PRICE: Pkt., 5c: oz., 10c: 2 
oz., 15¢; 414 Ib.,, 40c; Ib.,. $1.50. 


Early Frame. 


An old and popular variety of medium size, straight and handsome; excellent for pickles when young. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 40c; Ib., $1.45. 


Catawissa, Mo., July 3, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I am writing just a few lines with regard 
to the seed I ordered and received from you last spring. 
They all came up fine. Please send me your alfalfa circu- 
lar, as I want to order some alfalfa seed. 
Yours truly, AL Ve IOe ET. 


Farmington, W. Va., Feb. 29, 1912. 
Dear sir: Enclosed find our order for garden seeds. 
If there is any deduction to make, please send it in white 
corn, beans and cucumbers. We sent to you for our seeds 
last year and was well pleased with them. 
Very truly yours, R. J. CASTELLO. 


Logan, Ohio, March 1, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I ordered a lot of seeds from you in 1908 
and they proved to be highly satisfactory and I am now 
sending to you for a copy of your catalog, as there are 
quite a lot of seeds I want for the coming year. 
Yours truly, J. T. KINER. 


Bentleyville, Pa., March 4, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Please send me your new catalogue. I 
bought seeds from you last year and was more than pleased 
With them. I truly think them the best seeds to be obtained 
anywhere. They were the very best in quality and could 
not have been better. Hoping to get the seed catalogue, as 
I want to send in my order early. Iam, Mrs. Anna Ruton. 
eae Harrisburg, Ont., March 14, 1912.., 
_ .Dear sir: Received the seeds I ordered from you all 
right and I am well pleased with them. Yours truly, 
FRANK W. SMITH. 


Short, Okla., March 20, 1912. 


Dear sir: I wish to report the experience and results 
I have obtained from seeds that I ordered from you. I have 
always found them to be of the very best quality. I have 


been well pleased with them and am now ordering more. 
I have been recommending your seeds to everyone. 
Very truly, A. J. JONES. 
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Egg Plant 


CULTURE: Sow in hotbeds very early in spring and transplant when 
two inches high into a second bed or into small pots. If this is not done thin 
to four inches apart. Do not plant out until weather is perfectly settled and 
warm. Cool nights or wet weather will check them. Keep some back in 
frames for a second planting, in case of weather changing unexpectedly. Set 
out plants 3 by 2. j ; 

e..9 The earliest and best of all large 
Ratekin Ss Black Beauty. fruited egg plants. The large fruits 
are thick, of most attractive form, as shown in the illustration. The skin 
is a rich, luscious purplish black, and on account of its rich coloring com- 
mands a higher price on the market than other varieties, The fruits set 
freely and develop quickly, so that the entire crop can be gathered before 


there is any danger of frost. This veriety is destined to become very popu- 
lar with truckers and gardeners. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; 0z., 50c; % Ib., $1.35. 


Improved New York. sa abet of this, the leading market 


. - we believe to be unsurpassed. 
Very large size, skin deep purple, flesh white and of excellent quality; very 
productive. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 0oz., 40c; % Ilb.; $1.25. 


Kale or Bore Cole 


(One ounce will produce about 3,000 plants). 


Hardier than cabbage, excellent for greens during the winter and spring; 
a splendid food for poultry. Cultivate like cabbage. 


Ratekin’s Improved Long Standing Kale. + ,?s2utit™!- 


" i curled and 
~ - crimpled sort; vigorous habit, perfectly hardy, of a bright green color. It 

Ratekin’s Black Beauty. furnishes an abundance of greens during the fall, winter and _ spring- 
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; o0z., 20c. 

Leaves yellowish green, very com- 


Dwarf Green Curled German. pact and beautifully curled. Sow in 
September for winter and spring use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; % Ilb., 25c, lb., 75c. 


Kohl Rabi 


CULTURE: Sow in light, rich soil as early as possible In drills sixteen Inches 
apart, and when established thin to six inches apart in the row. One or two plant- 
ings at intervals of ten days will give a succession until hot weather, when they fail 
to grow, but plantings may be made the latter part of July for fall use. 

s A bright purple. The leaf and stems are tinged 
Early Purple Vienna. sith purple. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 30c; 2 oz, 55c; 


Y% Ib., $1.00; Ib., $2.75. 
© 2 Flesh white and tender; good market sort. 
Early White Vienna. brice: Pkt., 5c} 0z., 20c; 14 Ib., 60c; 1 -Ib., $1.75, 


Leek 


Belongs to the onion family and by many preferred to that vegetable. Sow the 
seed and care for young plants same as for onions, but they need a little more room 
in order to develop more fully. When the young plants are double the size of a goose 
quill transplant to a prepared bed in rows one foot apart and four or five inches in 
the row. 


i 


This variety is more cultivated in this country than any oth- 
London Flag. er. It is hardy and of good quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5e; oz., 
150% 44, b.5 s0e. 1 Ibs $1.00: 


Dear Sir: I have just received the seeds 
. NANG \ \ y I ordered from you, and I want to say they 
b SUA AA, UNITY A: RRONS \ yf by are some of the very finest seed that I have 


ever seen. Very truly, PETER JORDON. 


Chicago., Ill., April 3, 1911. 
Gentlemen: I received the seeds I ordered from you yesterday and they were 


entirely satisfactory. Very truly, E. D. JONES. 
Gentlemen: I received my seeds I ordered from you, and they are fine. Could 
not be better. Very truly, F. C. COOK, Montford, Wis. 


Gentlemen: I received my last order for seeds today and I am well pleased with 

them. They were fine. Thanks for your prompt attention to my order. Truly yours, 
ORA McKINLEY, Sexton, Kan. 

Dear Sir: I received my seed _in fine shape and am well pleased with them. 
Thanks for your prompt attention. Very truly, J. V. DAVIDSON, Wartrace, Tenn. 

Dear Sir: I have received the seeds I ordered from you, and they are fine. mE 

could not have gotten better seeds anywhere. When in need of more seeds I will 


send you an order. Very respectfully, W. W. HILL, Blain, N. C. 
Dear Sir: I have received your seeds sent me, and they are certainly fine. 
Thanks for same. Yours truly, S. GILBERT, Hutton Valley, Mo. 
Dear Sir: My seeds arrived in good condition and I am well pleased with them. 
Thanks for promptness. Truly yours, R. C. JACOBS, Burrough, Ga. 
Dear Sir: I received the seeds you sent me, and they were fine. Very truly 
yours, A. HARTWIG, Thayer Mo. 


Gentlemen: I am just in receipt of the seeds I ordered, and I want to thank 
you for giving my order prompt attention. They are all satisfactory. Very truly, 
ROY BADGERS, De Peysten, N. Y. 
Dear Sir: My seed arrived, and I am much pleased with them, Will send you 


another order in a short time. Very truly, R. J. COLVIN, Whiteheart, Tenn. 
2 _ Gentlemen: I have received the seed I ordered from you, and am well pleased 
Pa (ID “ANOS with them. They are surely fine. Truly, E: BOLEN, West Frankfort, Ill. 
MA Ny ry Ce ad Gentlemen: We_ received the seeds and they are fine. We were well 


: = pleased with them. Thanks for prompt attention. Yours truly, 
Leek—London Flag. McNABB BROS., Zion City, Ml. 


. 
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Lettuce 


CULTURE: Sow the seed in hotbeds or flats during 
February or early March, prick the young seedlings out 
in flats or cold frame several inches apart each way, and, 
as soon as a nice, rich warm spot can be prepared in 
open ground in spring, transplant the well hardened plants 
in rows a foot apart, allowing eight to twelve inches . 
space between the plants in the row. For succession sow 
seed thinly in open ground, and thin the plants five or 
more inches apart. Sow for succession every few weeks 
until. the fail. Some varieties do well in a cool, forcing 
house during winter. 


e 9 e +A 
Ratekin’s Early Prize Head. % ,%"™s, 2 
head, and remains tender and crisp throughout the sea- 
son; is prompt to head, but slow to seed; of superior fla- 
vor and very hard. Leaves of dark reddish brown color, 
variegated with dark green. It is an immensely popular 
variety. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 25c; 1 lb., 75c. 


© A forcing variety of superior 
Grand Rapids. quality and beautiful appear- 
ance, strong grower, free from rot, and keeps crisp and 
tender without wilting when exposed for sale longer than 
any other forcing lettuce. It is also a desirable variety 
for sowing in open ground. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; 
% Ib., 40c; lb., $1.20. F 


Has an unusually solid head. The white 
Iceberg main ribs of the leaves curve toward the 
center, which keeps the interior thoroughly bleached. It 
is quick growing and always crisp and tender, whether 
propagated in early spring or in the hot days of sum- 
mer, PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15e; % Ib., 40c; Ib, $1.25, ae 
postpaid. ; Ratekin’s Early Prizehead. 


ee Big Boston Lettuce. 


A GRAND LARGE CABBAGE LETTUCE. 


For Either Midsummer or Fall Use. Big, Compact, Tender and 
Crisp, Creamy-White Heads. 


a : This grand variety has proven to be most valuable, steadily 
as A gaining in popularity until it is now more extensively grown 
than any other kind of lettuce, either for the private table or for 
sale, North, South, East or West. Whether grown in the open 
: ground for summer and fall use, or in frames for spring, or 
-=. forced cool in greenhouses for winter use it invariably gives 
both grower and user the utmost satisfaction, producing during 
iS : all seasons, under ordinarily favorable conditions, splendid large 
7 : buttery-yellow heads, packed with thoroughly blanched leaves. 
Ss ah erisp, tender, sweet and white, delighting both the palate and 
; - the eye. This grand variety makes a handsome plant, with but 
few outside leaves, and stands long before bolting to seed. Al- 
though Big Boston is one of the best large-headed midsummer 
lettuces it is also peculiarly adapted for cool, open-ground cul- 
ture; large areas of it may be Seen in the vicinity of northern 
Iowa as late as November 15th; a slight covering of salt hay am- 
ply protects the plants from hard frosts, and when cut for mar- 
Ket the leaves are as fresh, bright and untinged as if in mid- 
summer. Thousands of acres of it are grown during the winter 
in Florida and other Southern States for Shipping “to northern 
markets. As far north as Minnesota it is a wonderfully popular 
summer lettuce. In fact, we know of no other variety that 
gives such general satisfaction under so many varied conditions. 
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; 0z., see: Y% |b., 65ce; Ib., $2.00. 


Big Boston. 


yy Kine L TErTUcE ae 
Ratekin’s May King Lettuce. (002), BU aiace es oe 
or outdoor planting. The plants are of quick growth, practically all E 
head and handsome, From early spring plantings in the open ae 
ground they grow quickly to a diameter of six to seven inches, with ea 
the broad, light green outer leaves folding closely about the round, aoe 
solid head. In cool weather the edges of these outer leaves are 
lightly tinged with brown. 3 
The inner leaves are blanched to a rich golden yellow, and have oS 
a SPECIALLY FINE, RICH, BUTTERY FLAVOR. The solid ee : : 
round heads are so firmly folded that they can be shipped to dis- Ooh : ae : : 
tant markets and arrive in the best of condition. It is the very ae 
best lettuce for early planting in the spring, and again during Ee oe 
August and September for fall use. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 25c; %4 a : : Pa 
Ib., 65c; lb., $1.75. : ee a 


ea 
a 


Market Gardeners (Ratekin’s Private Stock). Sold 


| only in sealed packages. This is 
F one of the very best of the “‘Butter’’ head lettuces. It is a very 
great favorite with market gardeners on the city markets, and 
f with them holds the lead in point of popularity. This is getting to 
be equally true in other markets. PRICE: Large pkt., 10c ;0z., 
15¢e; % Ib., 50c; lb., $1.90, postpaid. 
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absolutely free from any rank or bitter taste. Resists the summer 
heat extremely well. It cannot be too highly praised. PRICE: Pkt., 
5G; (oz? 10e; tA lbi 25ce.81 lb., 90e; 


An excellent spring, summer and fall va- 
Salamander. » ety, forming good-sized heads. PRICE: Pkt., 
5e; oz., 20c; % Ib.,50c. i 
Muskmelons :s 
CULTURE: Select a light, rich, sandy soil, and after all danger 


of frost is over and the ground has become warm and dry plant in 
hills four to six.feet apart each way, six to twelve seeds to a hill. 
When up and all danger of insects has passed pull out all but three 
plants. Cultivate until the vines cover the ground, and pinch the 
ends off the growing shoots to inlduce early fruiting. Ashes, lime, or 
even dry road dust is excellent to sift over young plants when the 
dew is on to prevent the attacks of insects. A few hills for early use 
may be had by sowing in hotbeds, on pieces of sod or in pots. The 
seed may also be started out-of-doors under hand frames or glasses. 
ts quite important that proper soil be selected for growing musk- 
mions. 
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Ratekin’s Early Market. 


Lettuce 
Early Curled Simpson. 


An improved variety of Curled Simp- 
son, with large, loose head and ex- 
cellent flavor. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 0oz., 
10c; 44 Jb., 25c; /¥ Ib,; 5c, 


California Cream Butter. 

A splendid variety for summer. 

It produces a very large and white 

head. It will stand extreme heat and 

is slow to go to seed. PRICE: Pkt., 
5c; oz., 15c; %4 Ib., 45c. 

A forcing 


Grand Rapids. variety of 
superior quality and beautiful ap- 
pearance, strong grower, free from 
rot, and keeps crisp and tender with- 
out wilting when exposed for sale 
longer than any other forcing lettuce. 
It is also a desirable variety for sow- 
ing in open ground. PRICE: Pkt. 
5c; oz., 15c; %4 lb., 40c; lb., $1.20. 


Black Seeded Simpson. 


It is much lighter colored than 
preceding; it grows nearly double in 
size; of fine quality. One of the best 
for forcing or outdoor planting. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 25c; 


lb., 90c. 
Improved Hanson. £2 8°: 


for market and gardeners we are sure 
that no variety can surpass our “IM- 
PROVED HANSON” Lettuce. De- 
liciously sweet, crisp and tender, and 


Ce 


\) 
Be 


Ratekin’s Early Market. 


Its beautiful shape and handsome ap- 
pearance are remarked upon when 
placed side by side on the market 
bench or counter with any of the pop- 
ular sorts of the day. It ripens only 
a few days after the early Hacken- 
sack, is more prolific, more uniform, 
bears longer and the fruit is more 
solid; seldom bursts at blossom end; 
flavor and quality are afl that can be 
desired. It is green fleshed, with a 
small seed cavity. A valuable sort for 
general crop. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; 0oz., 
20c; % Ib., 50c; Ib., $1.75. 


Randolph Center, Vt 
Gentlemen: We received the seed 
Wwe ordered from you this morning, 
and they are sure fine. We are well 
pleased with them. Think them the 
best seed to be obtained anywhere. 
Will send you our order again when 
in need or want of anything in our 

line. Very truly, A. J. MARSH. 


. 
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Muskmelons 


The Burrell Gem Muskmelon. 4,,,Pod;tleshed , Rockyford. 


taloupe is ideal for either the home garden or for market. The rather 
elongated fruits average six inches in height, 414 inches through and weighs 
about two pounds each. The flesh is red-orange, is very thick, fine grained 
and deliciously rich and spicy in flavor. SEED CAVITY REMARKABLY 
SMALL; the rind is thin, but tough. Color green, closely interlaced with 
gray netting; ribs well arched. The vines are healthy, vigorous and very 
productive. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; 0z., 15e; %4 lth., $1.50. 


s This is the earliest of the green fleshed sorts and one: 
Jenny Lind. of the sweetest. It is round or flattened. In Size it is 
small, being from three to five inches in diameter—a very convenient size 
for serving in halves. It is more largely grown in the great melon produc-: 
ing state of New Jersey than any other sort, and is used _in enormous 
quantities in the eastern cities and at the seashore resorts. The vines are 
very prolific and the culture profitable. PRICE: Large pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % 
Ib., 30c; lb., $1.00, postpaid. 


Combines all the good qualities of 
Paul Rose, or Petoskey. the Netted Gem and Osage, the va- 
rieties from which it originated, possessing the sweetness of the latter, with 
the finely netted appearance of the Gem. Fruit oval, about five inches in 
diameter, shape and general appearance similar to the Netted Gem; of a 
E light green or faint golden hue 
when fully ripe. Firm flesh, a 
rich Cranes like “a eee pet 
even sweeter an igher a- 
vored; ripens close down to the Burrell Gem. 
rind, with small seed cavity; A Red Fleshed Rocky Ford. 
the most uniformly good of any 
muskmelon grown. Best shipper, just the size for hotel and table use. Really has 
no equal as a market melon for professional growers, and one of the very best 
sorts for the home garden. An exceptionally pure and fine stock. PRICE: 
Large pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; % lb., 30c; 1b., $1.15, postpaid. 


Sweet and lLuscious—World-Famous_ for 
Rocky Ford Muskmelon. Its Captivating Flavor. ROCKY FORD 
has proven to be a most valuable muskmelon; its size, shape and quality exactly 
Suit the epicure. It somewhat resembles the old Netted Gem, but is more oval in 
shape, The vines are exceedingly healthy and vigorous, bearing an enormous quan- 
tity of fruits during the entire season. Ti is safe to say that no melon has ever come 
into the market which has sold so readily and at such high prices as the Rocky 
Ford, often to the exclusion of other varieties. The color of the skin is of a rich, 
greenish-gold; the netting is prominent and light in color; appearance very attract- 
ive. The flesh is very deep, ripening clear to the rind; very solid, yet thoroughly 
melting, and it has an 3 
exceedingly small seed’ 
cavity. IT IS VERY 
SWEET AND LUS- 
CIOUS IN FLAVOR. 
Our seed was specially 
3 = Brown for us. by i 
carefu grower a 
Paul Rose or Potoskey. Rocky Hap andae ine 
best type of the genuine Rocky Ford Muskmelon. It has been 
used in many sections and is pronounced by melon growers a very 
superior strain. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 15c; % Ib., 40c; lb., $1.25. 


One of the most delicious little melons 
Emerald Gem. that we have ever eaten, The flesh is 
thick, of a suffused salmon color, almost red, and ripens thoroughly 
to the extreme thin green rind. It is peculiarly crystalline in ap- 
pearance, juicy and rich. The flavor is sweet and luscious beyond 
description. Rather small for marketing, but very nice for home 
use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; Ib., 90ce. 


of io 


Springfield, Tll., Oct. 1, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Last spring I ordered an ounce of Burrel’s Gem 
Melon seed from you and they came just fine. The melons were 
the best flavored I ever tasted and of good even size. 
GLEN MACKEY. 


— a se. Ratekin’s Rocky Ford. 


Grand Rapids, Mich., Nov. 3, 1912. 
ae = as Gntlemen: Your Burrel’s Gem Muskmelon is certainly a dandy. 
ee = : = From one packet of seed we have had all the melons we could eat 
= See for home use, and there are five of us in the family. They are the 

Se best melons I have ever tasted. Yours truly, 
i GEORGE BANNER. 


Shenandoah, Sept. 25, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Allow me to thank you for the melons you sent to 
ae eae my residence this morning. They were truly a surprise, and I 
ee = é : had a feast on my arrival home. They were. the most delicious, 
best flavored melons I have eaten this year, especially those mark- 
ed “THE BURREL’S GEM.” Again thanking you I beg to remain, 

Emerald Gem. yours truly, oi BE, F.-CLOVIS. 
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Muskmelons 


Osage Melon 
or Miller’s 
Cream. 


One of the best mel- 
ons on the market for 
family use, and also 
greatly liked by . gar- 
deners. The skin is 
thin, of dark green 
color and slightly net- 
ted. The flesh is sal- 
mon color, remark- 
ably sweet and spicy 
in flavor, extremely 
thick and delicious to 
the rind. The seed 
cavity is very small. 
It is seldom that one 
of poor quality is 
found. The whole crop 
is very even and ex- 
tra heavy, owing to 
the thickness of the 
meat. All lovers of 
fine melons should try 
the Osage. PRICE: 
Pkt.,* 5c; oz, 10ce3) 44 
Ib., 30c; Ib., 90c. 


Extra Early 
Hackensack. 


We offer under this 
name a very distinct 
stock, different and 
much superior to that 
often sold as Extra 
Early Hackensack. 
The fruit is medium 
sized, nearly round, 
with deep ribs and 
The. Mesh aa Be Osage Melon or Miller’s Cream. 
little coarse, but very juicy and sweet. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ilb., 30c; lb., 90e. 


A finely improved variety, often weighing from fifteen to twenty pounds. The flesh is 
Improved Canteloupe. thick, light in color and of fine quality. Quite early and a splendid keeper. Include this 
— variety in your order. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 
% Ib., 30ce; Ib., 90c 


Small Green 
Nutmeg. 


Fruit of medium size, slight- 
ly ribbed, globular. Skin 
dark green, becoming yellow 
when over-ripe and nearly 
covered with broad, shallow 
netting. Flesh thick, a little 
coarse, but of fine flavor. 
This variety is in universal 
demand for both home and 
market use. It is the size 
best suited for hotel and res- 
taurant use. Our stock is 
carefully grown and selected 
and will be found first-class 
in every particular. PRICE: 
Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; 4%. Ib. Suc 
lb., $1.00. 


Gasport, Ind., Feb. 26, °12. 

Gentlemen: It is a pleas- 
ure to say that anyone can 
be perfectly satisfied in 
sending their orders for seeds 
to the RATEKIN SEED 
HOUSE. We know seeds, 
like humans, are full of life. 
Some vigorous and some 
frail, but this depends upon 
the conditions and manner 
in which they are cultured. 
You have given careful 
study to the vitality and 
quality of your seeds. You 
have exercised extreme care 
in the selection of the seeds, 
especially the garden seeds 
you offer, and I believe you 
can supply a quality of seeds 
that cannot be excelled in 
freshness, sweetness or qual- 
ity. Yours truly, 

Zoula Snodgrass. 
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Watermelons---The Best New Standard Varieties 


ONE OUNCE FOR THIRTY HILLS; FOUR TO FIVE POUNDS FOR AN ACRE, 


CULTURE: See directions given under Muskmelon. Watermelons, however, are slightly less subject to ‘‘bug’’ depreda- 
tions anid disease attacks than muskmelons. At the same time they are more easily hurt by strong spray mixtures, and cau- 
tion in the use of such mixtures is advisable. 


The best shipping melon grown. A large, 
Tom Watson. oblong melon, the skin of which is, dark 
green, with thick netting on the entire surface. This melon is ab- 
solutely new and quite distinct from all other varieties. It aver- 
ages 18 to 24 inches long and 10 to 12 inches in diameter, and 
weighs fifty to sixty pounds. The rind is thin but tough, and flesh 
a bright, attractive red color. CRISP, SWEET AND DELICIOUS. 
The heart is large, with no core. Seeds are brown, tipped with 
white. The appearance and quality of this melon makes it one of 
the very best of shipping varieties. Tom Watson will prove the 
most profitable of all melons to truckers and gardeners. Our seed 
stock was grown under contract by one of the very best melon 
growers in the country, he having obtained his seed direct from 
the Beetles in Georgia. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 20c; 14 lb., 40c;3 
Tb., $1.50. 4 


9 2 A cross between Kolb’s Gem and : ; “s 
Ratekin’s Champion. Sweet Heart. All that could be eis 
said of KOLB’S GEM as to good shipping qualities can be truth- . Tom Watson. 
fully stated in a higher degree of RATEKIN’S CHAMPION. All the praise of high quality bestowed on the Sweet Heart can 
be repeated of our new melon, but its prominent point of merit is its extremen size. NO MELON EVER YET PRODUCED 
ANYTHING LIKE SO UNIFORMLY LARGE FRUIT, NOR APPROACHING IT IN PRODUCTIVENESS. Melons weighing 
from forty to sixty pounds are frequent. It is the most prolific watermelon ever grown. Its color is a rich, dark green. Of 
uniform, symmetrical shape, roundish to bluntly 
oval, and this similarity of shape running 
through the whole field. Price: Pkt., 10c; oz., 
15c; 14 Ib., 35c; lb., $1.25. 


Ratekin’s New National Melon. 


The reason that this fine new watermelon re- 
ceived the name of National was because of its 
proven ability to flouish almost anywhere, even 
in districts where watermelons are not usually 
grown. The National is a watermelon of me- 
dium to large size and of high table quality. It 
is of southern origin, but thrives well in the 
north. In shape it is oblong. The outside color 
is pale. with dark markings, resembling Semi- 
nole, but with markings more distinct. The 
flesh is brilliant red in color and remarkably 
solid—so solid, in fact, that a 40-pound National 
Watermelon does not appear to be much larger 
than a Seminole weighing only twenty-five 
pounds. The flavor is delicious, and the flesh 
is entirely stringless. The rind, though thin, is 
very tough, insuring good shipping qualities. 
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 15¢; % Ib.) 30c; Ib., $1.10. 
Write for special prices on 4-lb. lots and over. 


Sweet Heart Melon. Ths. melon_is 


early, large, 
handsome, heavy and productive. Shape is 
oval; color, mottled light to very dark green. 
Flesh bright red, solid, tender and very sweet. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 25c; Ib., T5c. 


Bae Ceavipion. M’Iver Wonderful Sugar. 4,,272° 


melon of handsome appearance; skin shows broad bands of white, with narrower ones of green. Its soft, pink flesh is 
erisp, juicy, very sweet and solid to the center. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ilb., 25c; lb., 7dc. 


Kleckley’s Sweet. 


Large oblong melon. The skin 
is dark green, flesh bright scar- 
Jet, the rind only about one- 
half inch in thickness. The 
scarlet flesh is sweet and 
Sugary, and is of such 
texture that it leaves no 
strings of pulp whatever in eat- 
ing. The melon is better for 
home use than for shipping, 
and we believe it is the BEST 
TABLE MELON for home con- 
sumption in the world. PRICE: 
PAE be “orn Msc! 3, Th. 30e: 
Ib., $1.00; 5 lbs., by express, 
$2.50. 


Grantsburg, Wis. 
Gentlemen: I received your 


2 na ; i i i arkable thin, tough 
SECARY ary euend eondition /7aud | | eee OE er anaship well. The flesh is 
am well pleased with them. I eee) bright. scarlet and of fine quality. PRICE: 


can heartily recommend your Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 25c; Ib., 75c. « 
firm to anyone in need or want E : 
of anything in your line. I have 
always been well pleased with 
seed you have sent me. Very 
truly, P. HOFF. 
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Watermelons 


? This variety, on account of its excellent shipping quali- 
Kolb S) Gem. ties, is extensively grown for that purpose. Grow nearly 
round, and the color is a dark green, with lighter narrow stripes; very thick and 
tough rind. Flesh light red and of good flavor. Our seed is choice. PRICE: 
Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; % Ib.,, 80c; Ib., 80c: 


a) The old standard. Best quality. PRICE: Pkt., 
Mountain Sweet. 722002 0 Ue Ih, dees Ie ase 


° p) Early, medium size and quite productive. PRICE: 
P hinney s Early. Pkt., 5c; oz. 15c; % Ib., 40c; Ib., $1.00. 


The great home market melon. The old 
Peerless or Ice Cream. stand-by is one of the best general crop- 
pers for the home market; has too thin a rind for shipping unless packed in 
straw. We have sold it for years to our most extensive Nishna Valley growers, 
for whom it brings the highest prices and meets with a ready sale, regardless 
of other varieties that may be on the market, because it has become a great fa- 
vorite with market gardeners and melon dealers and consumers. Few, if any, 
surpass a True ice Cream for quality and productiveness. Medium early; fruit 
oblong, large size; rind light mottled green; flesh bright scarlet, solid to the 
fos 33 pel Piae and delicious. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; 1 lb., 75c; 3 

‘Ses -00. 


T ® h A Southern variety which has become very popular with ship- 
riump ¢ pers. The fruit is uniformly large, nearly round, dark green, in- 
distinctly striped with a lighter shade; rind thin and firm, making it an excel- 
= lent shipper; flesh bright red and of good quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % 
Kolb’s Gem. Ib., 20c; Ib., 60c. 


° Very large, exceedingly productive, of the finest quality, and the beautiful red core makes 
Seminole Watermelon. it attractive. Sweet and very delicious. Beautiful:shape for market. PRICE: Pkt., 
oz., 10c; % |b., 20c; Ib., 60c; 3 lbs., $1.65. 


M t Ch ° t In our trial grounds this has proven to be a northern strain of ‘‘Kleckley’s Sweet’’ and is certainly 
onte Fisto. very sweet and delicious melon. It is very large,dark green color outside, and has beautiful red 
core and is never stringy. It is a grand variety for both market and the family garden. PRICE: Postpaid, pkt., 5c; oz., 10c 
%4 Ib., 25c; lb., 75c. Purchaser’s expense: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 20c; lb., 65c. 


C One packet 
Special Offer. each of any 
seven varieties of watermelons listed 


on this page for 25 cents, one ounce 
each, 50c, postpaid. 


This is a large 
Cuban Queen. variety, often 
weighing eighty pounds and upwards; 
striped light and dark green; an enor- 
mous cropper. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 
Te: 44 Ws. 20G3 plbs.) woes 


2 n tie) ua) 
Black Diamond. 272.2 06 
best shippers produced. <A quick sell- 
er and fine for home market and fam- 
ily gardens. It has a beautiful red 
core and is sweet and _ delicious. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c} 0z., l0c; 22 Ib.) 25e¢; 
Voy Hater 


Cole’s Early. fics tiny a5 


riety for the private garden, but is too | = Order Some of Our 
ware OF lon sinments, tk is very, SEMINOLE MELONS 
early and will mature further north F 

than other sorts. Of medium size, pa esre Wt eas eee 
very productive, continuing to bear 

throughout the season. Flesh of 

bright red color, of granulated, 


sparkling appearance. In flavor it is lusciously sweet and refreshing. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ilb., 25c; Ib., 75c. 


At le Pie Grows uniformly round and smooth, striped and marbled with light green. Flesh white and solid, seeds red. 
Ppp : It should be borne in mind that this variety is not for eating in the raw state, but for preserves, pickles, 
etc. PRICE?» PKt., 5c; oz., 10c; 2 oz., lbe; 34 Ibi, 30c; Ibaesi200: ; 


Chatham, Mich., March 20, 1912. 
Dear sir: I am sending you a small order for seeds. I 
have been using your seeds for several years. The Early 
Champion Oats have never failed to give me a good crop. 
I have never seen such clean grass, clover and oats. Your 
Giant Fodder Corn I got from you last year could not be 
beat. I will send you my order for fall seasonable seeds, 

and will be pleased to have your best prices on same. 

Very truly, A. J. CHARTIER. 


Perham, Maine. 
Gentlemen: I have received the seeds I ordered from 
you and they are fine. I am well pleased with them. Will 
let you know next fall just what the vield is. 
Very truly, N. BONDERSON. 


Phoenix, N. Y. 

Dear sir: Just received the seeds I ordered from you and 

in good condition. They were fine and just what I ordered. 
Thanks for prompt attention. S. COOK. 


Edwardsville, Kans. 
Dear Sir: I have received the seeds I ordered from 
you today and I want to tell you that I am highly pleased 
with them. I can highly recommend your seeds to any 
who are in need or want of anything in your line. Very 
truly, J. D. VALENTINE. 
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} Watermelons 


Mixed Watermelons. 


Twelve varieties of the finest watermelons, the largest, earliest, sweetest; grown separately 
and seed carefully mixed by us. Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 25c; lb., 75c. 


0 s Fruit round and of medium size; rind dark green, thin, but very strong; 
Dark Icing or Green Mountain. flesh deep scarlet; rich, juicy and delicious. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 108: 


¥Y%, |b., 25c; Ib., 75c. 


Light Icing. Similar to the preceding, but light variety. PRICE : Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 25c; Ib., 75c. 


2 2 A much better table variety than the ‘‘Kolb’s Gem,’’ though not so good a shipper, owing to the 
Pride of Georgia. exceeding thinness and tenderness of the rind. In form the melons “are an oblong oval, bearing 
indentations somewhat like the muskmelon. The vines are exceedingly prolific. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 25c¢; lb., 75c. 


Gipsy or Georgia Rattlesnake. 


A superior early market variety; large, oblong, the skin green, mottled and 
striped. PRICE: 


Packet, 5c; oz., 10c¢; ™% lb., 25c; lb., 75e. 


Atlanta, Ga., Dee. 1, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Kindly quote me your best prices on forty 
pounds Tom Watson melon. I used your melon seed last 
year and had splendid success. Yours truly, 
Cc. B. CARRUTHERS. 


Springfield, Ohio, Sept. 5, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Your Tom Watson is one of the best melons 
I have ever grown. I ordered one pound of seed from you 
last year and had the very best of success. ; 
- Yours truly, W. W. THOMPSON. 


Niangua, Mo. 
Gentlemen: I received the seeds all O. K. Many thanks 
for the seed you sent in correction of my order, and for the 
prompt and satisfactory settlement of the mistake. 
Yours truly, G. R. MORRIS. 


McFall, Mo. 


Quincy, Ill.. May 10th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: The melon seeds arrived today and are fine. 
Thanks for your promptness and also for the extras. 
Yours truly, R. E. WALKER. 


Keemer, Mo. 
Dear sir: Received the seeds I ordered from you and 
they were sure fine. Thank you very much for the prompt 
attention you gave my order. Very respectfully, 
A. B. LANGDON. 


Fairport, Iowa. 
Dear sir: I received my seeds that were delayed in 
transit today, and they were fine. I want to thank you for 
your kindness in' tracing them and getting them to me as 
soon as possible. Yours truly, CHAS. ROEHLK. 


Kirkland, Illinois. 


Gentlemen: I received the seeds I ordered from you, al- 
though they were somewhat delayed in transit. They were 
simply fine. I have never seen better seeds. 


Very truly, C. J. KOCH. 


Gentlemen: I have received my seeds ordered from you 
and am well pleased with them. I expected them to come 
by mail, but they came by express. Many thanks for your 
kindness. Very truly, W. DANIEL. 


Ratekin’s Reliable Onion Seed 


First Quality Onion Seed—Our Great Specialty. 


WE WOULD LIKE TO SELL YOU YOUR ONION SEED. 


There is no crop that depends more upon the quality of the seed 
than does the Onion crop. Good ONION SEED is of the most vital 
importance if you expect satisfactory results. The seed we offer we 
know is not surpassed anywhere, and is always thoroughly tested for 
vitality before it is sent to customers, so that success is certain where 
soil and season are favorable and is equally sure to produce an abund- 
ance of well-shaped Onions, free from scullions or stiff-necks. Our one 
aim has always been, and is, to sell at reasonable prices, and as low as 
any reliable firm in the American seed trade who have an honest reputa- 
tion for offering only strictly first-class onion seed to their customers. 


CULTURE: Onions do best on a rich loam, previously cultivated for 
two years. Stiff clay and light sand are equally unfavorable. The land 
should be highly fertilized with well rotted manure, complete fertilizers, 
etc. Fresh stable manure has a tendency to produce soft onions. Drill 
in four to five pounds of seed per acre, one-half inch deep. If sets are 
wanted use sixty to eighty pounds of seed per acre. Six to ten bushels 
of sets will plant an acre. Fine, marketable size onions (according to 
variety planted) are easily produced the first year from early spring 
sown seed. Culture should be frequent though shallow. The same ground 
may be used for onions season after season, if well fertilized annually. 
Bone meal is an’ excellent fertilizer. Winter storage demands dryness 
and protection from sudden changes. Onions should never be handled 
while frozen. 


The variety of onions to grow depends largely upon what variety 
your market demands. There is a great difference in markets. In the 
southern markets about the best selling onion is the Red Globe, of which 
my Ratekin’s Red Globe is the very best possible strain. Red Wethers- 
field, Prizetaker, Ratekin’s White Globe, Ratekin’s Yellow Globe and 
Silver Skin’ are also in great demand throughout the south and always 
find a ready market at the top prices. Other localities take different 
varieties. All the onions I list have their good qualities and will prove 
profitable for you and I have given careful attention in writing the 
descriptions to bring forth the respective merits of each variety. I grow 
onion seed for some of the largest and most critical market gardeners 
and take the very best of care with all my seed stock, overseeing per- 
sonally that it comes true to name and is of strong vitality. I have 
large quantities of the very best and purest strains and can save you 
money. Don’t fool with store’ seeds. You are taking too big a chance. Be sure that you have good fresh seed and you can 


nearly always be assured of a good crop. 

C ° A very large, yellow fleshed variety of onion that is very popular with English gardeners. It re- 
The Ailsa Craig. sembles the ‘“Prizetaker,’ but will grow much larger and more globular in form. The skin has 
an attractive straw color, flesh is mild, and the onions keep remarkably well for such large size. It will prove valuable to 
those who grow onions for exhibition purposes, as it is the most showy and attractive onion that can be grown. It is also 
valuable to truckers who grow for a critical market, and one of the best for the home garden. For producing the largest 
and best onions, it is best to sow seed in the hotbed early in the spring and transplant when weather conditions will permit. 
Per packet, 10c; oz., 30c; % Ib., $1.00; Ib., $3.00. 


Ailsa Cralg. 
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Onions 
Attractive form, 


Mammoth Silver King. Afo?tey®. a 7Oun: 


thick through. Single bulbs, often attain weights of from 
2% to 4 pounds each. The skin and flesh are white and 
of a particularly mild and pleasant flavor; matures early 
and is of uniformly large size and perfect form, and will 
bring a large price in market. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., lic; 
4 bee SOC ib; -sie75: 


Yellow Globe Danvers. 4.77% Joss 


shape variety of large size, with thin, yellow skin, white 
flesh, fine grained, mild, very firm, and the best of keep- 
ers. It ripens early, sells readily at the highest prices in 
our markets. This is one of the best cropping varieties 
in existence; has yielded 1,000 bushels per acre; one of 
our customers states that his crop averaged over 800 
bushels per acre for nine years. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 
15c; % lb., 40c; Ib., $1.40; 4 lbs., not prepaid, $5.00. 


‘ 2 Extra arly, 
Australian Brown Onion.: P<? ,,.£30%: 
the most valuable variety imtroduced in a generation. 
The Australian Brown Onion is of medium size, wonder- 
fully hard and solid, and most attractive for market, both 
as to form and appearance. They are extremely early in 
ripening and never make stiff-necks or scullions. From 
its firmness and hardiness it will keep in good condition 
longer than any other onion known. The color of the 
skin is clear amber-brown. So widely contrasted from 
any other onion is this color that it will be’ noticed on 
market, and when once bought purchasers will most likely 
call again for those ‘‘beautiful brown onions.’’ PRICE: 
Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; %4 Ib., 50c; Ib., $1.50. 2 


s : A favorite in the _ south. 
LM NS White Bérmuda.  paicz: Pkt., 5c; oz. 25¢; 
Mammoth Silver King. Ylb:- 80e% Tb., $2515: 


New White Queen. Small; noted for extreme earliness and mildness of flavor; much used for pickling. Large - 


DEEZ bE} 025° 2003/44 Ib., 50¢; by. $2200: 


This is a new distinct variety; the very earliest onion in cultivation. It is fully two weeks 
Extra Early Bartletta. earlier than the Early White Queen which heretofore has been the earliest variety on the 
market. They are pure paper white color, very mild and delicate in flavor, 1% inches-in diameter and % of an inch in thick- 
ness. For table use and pickling it is most valuable. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20¢; ™% lb., 65¢; lb., $2.00. 


Chi Ss Perfectly hardy little perennials of the onion tribe, and are grown for their tops, which are used wherever the 
IVES. flavor of onion is required. Plant in small clumps in garden; they will grow readily. The topS appear very 
early in spring and can be shorn throughout the season; indispensable for use in omelets. PRICE: Roots, per bunch, 15c; 
three for 35c;. doz., $1.00. 


Colorado Springs., Colo., Feb. 14, 1912. 
Dear Sir: I must say that your seeds last year which I ordered and received were the finest I have ever received. I am 

sending you an order for some other seeds in this letter. Yours truly, MISS F. PIPER. 
Roby, Texas, March 20, 712. 4 
Dear Sir: The seeds I 
ordered from you have been 
received, and they are en- 
tirely satisfactory. Thanks 
for prompt attention. Yours 

truly, J. T. LEWIS. 
Sparkville, Ind., Feb. 29, 
1912. Dear Sir: The seeds 
arrived all right and just as 
I ordered. I am well pleased 
with them. The seeds I got 
from you last spring did well, 
although we had a dry sum- 
mer to contend with. Thanks 
for prompt attention. Yours 
truly. DICK NOWLAND. 

Grundy Center, Iowa, Feb. 
23, 1912. Gentlemen: I re- 
ceived your seeds and was 
well pleased with them. They 
were simply fine. Thanks 
for prompt attention. Yours, 

FF. CLARK. 
FISOUNS Ind:,, -Aipril> 43. 


iy 


MI 
ii 


1912. Dear Sirs: The seeds 4 
I ordered from you have ar- 
rived and in perfect condi- 
tion. They are first-class, 
The Blue Ro&Se also received, 


Very truly, JOHN SIFERT. 
Derma, Miss., May 6, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I have re- 

ceived the sees I ordered 

from you in good condition, 

The millet and garden seed 

are the very best that could 

be obtained anywhere. Very 
truly, Ss. B. BARKER. 
Wax Pool, Va., May 5, 

1912. Gentlemen: My or- 

der for seeds received in due 

time. The seeds were fine. 

Allow me to thank you for 

the promptness given to my 

order. Very truly yours, 
J. W. POWER. 


For general purposes, the country over, no variety is more largely grewn. 
The largest, most uniform, heaviest yielder and the best keeping ofall the red 
onions. This is a standard red variety. Large size; skin deep purplish 
red; form round, somewhat flattened; flesh purplish-white. We rec- 
ommend it as a general cropper ard a variety that will do well any- 
where that large onions can be grown. One of the best keepers. 
Yields enormous crops. Ourstock of Large Red Wetherford Onion 
Seed fs personally selected by us and excelled by none. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 15¢; % lb., 85c. 1b., $1.‘5. 


339° 
> ' ees 


ee 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 79 


Onions 


= This is the _ large, 

Mammoth Prize Taker. frisici§ spoisn eat 

: riety, sold in the fruit stores and markets of all large cities. 

a Enormous size, 14 to 16 inches in circumference. Outside 

i skin is rich yellow, while the flesh is white, sweet and ten- 

der. They bottom well, are free from stiffnecks, and have 

produced more bushels of marketable onions to the acre than 

: : any other variety in America. In market they attract atten- 

a oF tion, sell readily at advanced prices. True american grown 
i i seed. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; % lb., 50c; lb., $1.50. 


White Portugal or Silver Skin Onion. 


The leading White Flat Onion. For the family garden it 
is one of the best. The bulbs attain a good size, ripening 
evenly; ‘the color is a beautiful silvery-white when cured 
ae under cover. Its shape is flat, but symmetrical. For @ 
ae an white variety it is not only early, but a good keeper. For 
ae slicing and boiling it is one of the best, the flesh being mild 
ee and tender. It is largely grown for pickles when sown three 
or four times as thick as usual, and is also extensively sown 
in 30.00 (See cut). PRICE: Pkt., 10c; 0z., 25c; % lb., 60c; 


The Mammoth Prize Taker. 


Ratekin’s Superb Globe Onions 


See full color illustrations on outside back cover page. 


Ose My strain of this onion is of the very 
Ratekin Ss Red Globe. best. Globs Onions are the most pop- 
ular varieties grown, and the Red Globe is planted heavier than any 
other variety. In the East this onion is called the southport Red Globe, 
and in other sections it is sold under different names, such as Ohio Red 
Globe, Minnesota Globe and Globe Red Wethersfield. I have bred up a 
variety superior to any other of the above named sorts, and to distinguish 
it from ordinary strains have named it Ratekin’s Red Globe. It is a per- 
fect globe, skin being of a rich, glossy. red, flesh fine grained, and al- 
ways mild and pleasant. Like my other globe varieties it is very hardy 
and a splendid keeper, and always commands top prices on the market. 
You make no mistake in planting this variety. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 
25c; % Ib., 60c;'lb., $1.75. 


Ome } W C On account of its handsome ap- 
Ratekin s hite Globe. pearance this onion always brings 
top prices on all markets. It is silvery white in color, globe shape in form, 
flesh of delicious flavor and a fine keeper. This onion is a very heavy 


yielder, but a very shy seeder, and therefore the seed is always high- 
priced. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; 0z., 25c; % Ilb., 60c; Ib., $2.25. 


og This is one of the same general 
Ratekin Ss Yellow Globe. eharacter as the two varicties 
described above, except that the skin is of a rich yellow color; flesh pure 
white and of a mild and delicious flavor. These three varieties of globe 
onions I have bred up for years, so I am sure that any of my friends 
who entrust their orders with me will be highly pleased with the results 
they obtain from their crop. All of my Globe Onions ripen evenly, are 
wonderful keepers and on this account should be planted more extensive- 
ly. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 
: \\ yt 


25e; %4 Ib., 50c; Ib., $1.75. . 
ND Onion Sets a — 


The planting of onion sets is increasing rapidly year after year. The> 
are used for several purposes. The bottom onion sets produce a large onion 
ready for market from four to six weeks earlier than can be had by sowing the 
seed, and the product of the set is the same as that obtained by sowing seed. 
This enables the grower to sell his entire crop earlier in the season, at which 
time prices usually are higher than when the bulk of the crop reaches market. 
It also permits the sowing of another crop on the land the same year. Bottom 
sets also produce good green onions on most any soil in half the time it takes 
to raise them from seed. 


Bottom onion sets are produced by sowing seed very thickly, and they are 
harvested before they have reached full development. Our sets are small, one 
inch or less in diameter, dry and unsprouted. 


We grow our own onion sets, which enables us to produce hard, sound, 


: By Express Wig clean sets of the best quality. As the i i i 

| y Hi s y are used to obtain onions earlier than 

Mi or oe i they can be had from seed it follows, therefore, that northern grown sets will 
m2 Qt. : ‘mia produce onions earlier than southern grown sets. We clean them thoroughly, 

; Li 3 15e $0.90 $3.0 # SO as to be free from trash and rubbish, which is so often included with many 


i; White Onion Sets..30c 20c 1.10 3.50EM of the onion sets ordinarily sold. In the spring of the year our sets are hard 

Yellow Onion Sets.25c 15c .90 ‘mata «and sound, while at that time southern sets are very often so dried and shriv- 
eled and so lifeless that they either grow slowly or fail entirely to make a 
bulb. We do not think it too much to say that a bushel of our sets will give 
almost twice the number of onions as will a bushel of ordinary sets. 


int Vee ABOUT PRICES: As the value of onion sets fluctuates greatly our prices 

: are subject to market changes. The prices named in this catalogue are based 
upon values existing at the time of publication, January ist. If you wish to 
purchase round lots be sure to write us for lowest market values. 
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P ki 
ONE OUNCE WILL PLANT TWENTY-FIVE HILLS. FOUR POUNDS WILL PLANT ONE ACRE. 


Pumpkins are not so particular in regard to soil as 
melons or cucumbers, but in other respects are cultivated 
the same, though on a larger scale. They are generally 
raised between hills of corn, but may be planted with suc- 
cess in fields by themselves. 

Pumpkins are sold in the markets in large quantities 
every fall and are considered a very profitable crop. They 
are also valuable for feeding to stock. 

Include a few pounds in your order. Planted with corn 
two pounds will plant one acre. 


es 9 e 
Ratekin’s Mammoth Prize. {83.49 ool bP 
The largest pumpkin grown. HAS WEIGHED AS HIGH 
AS 225 POUNDS. A prize winner. The flesh is fine grained 
and the quality is excellent. The flesh and skin are of bright 
golden yellow color. ‘ Notwithstanding its large size it is a 
fine variety for pies and is a splendid keeper. If you wish 
to see just how large a pumpkin you can grow try this 
variety. PRICE: Packet, 10c; oz., 20c; %4 Ilb., 50c; Ib., $1.60. 


| 2 A crook neck variety. Early. Seeds 
- : : Japanese Pie. are marked very curiously. Flesh 
oe ae deep yellow; of fine quality. Keeps well. PRICE: Packet, 
a 5e; oz., 10c; % lb., 30c; 1 Ib., 95e. ‘ 

Small, round, flat, deep 


Early Sugar or Pie. orange yellow. Flesh fine 
grained, sweet and of the finest quality. A good keeper. 
oo One of the best for pies. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; 
ae ¥% |b., 25c; 1 Ib., Tic. 


Fruit small and round. A very 
Sweet or Sugar. prolific variety and superior for 


pies and table use. The skin is deep orange yellow; an ex- 
gellent keeper. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; ™% Ib., 20c; 
b., 60c. 


° = The common field or cow 
Connecticut Field. pumpkin. If you have any live 
stock to feed it will pay you to put in a few acres of these. 
PRICE: Oz., 5c; % lb., 10c; lb., by mail, 35ec. By express 
Ratekin’s Mammoth Prize. or freight: 10 lbs., $1.75; bu. of 25 Ibs., $3.00. 


o Large, round, flattened fruits, with creamy buff skin. It is an excellent keeping variety; 
Large Cheese Pumpkin. wat thick flesh of excellent fine quality. Commonly called sweet pumpkin throughout 
the west. PRICE: - Packet, 5c; 0z., 10c; 4 Ib., 20c; lb., 50c. 
: This is the noted New England Pie or Small Sugar Pumpkin. Same shape and color as the ‘“‘Connecti- 
Yankee Pie. eut Field,” but smaller, wee sweet, fine grained and one of the best varieties for table use. We have 
sold this to thousands of customers in all parts of the country, and it pleases everyone for making pies. Early and very 
productive. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; ™% lb., 20c; lb., 60c. 
Also called “Mammoth Whale.’ Originated near Tours, France, where it is largely grown, both 
Mammoth Tours. formtecding cattle and table use. Grows to an immense size, sometimes three feet in length, and 
to a weight of 100 to 200 pounds. Flesh of salmon color. Seed of a peculiar shape. PRICE: Packet, 10c; oz., 15¢; ™%4 Ib., 
40c; 1 lb., $1.40. 


Advance, Arkansas. — 
Dear sir: I have received the seeds I ordered from you today, and in 
good condition. I am well pleased with them and when in need of anything 


in your line, I shall send you my order. Respectfully, 
W. C. BELEHER. 


Parkers Lodge, Pa. 
Gentlemen: I received the oats, speltz and flax seed I ordered from you 
and have them in the ground, and they are doing fine. I will re- 
port to you my suc- 
cess this fall. 
Truly yours, 
L. W. SEIGWORTH. 


Emerald, Nebr. 
Dear sir: I have 
just received the seeds 
that I ordered from 
you and I want to tell 
you just how well 
pleased with them I 
was. I think them the 
best seed I have ever 
seen. Very truly, 
A. C. DEINER. 


i 


i if ih 


it 
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Valley, Idaho. 
rentlemen: I receiv- 
ed my seeds yesterday 
and I am well pleased 
with them. When in 
need of any other 
seeds I will send you 
my order, for I know 
I will always ‘obtain 
the very best grade 
and quality of seeds. 

Yours truly, 
J. S. WILSON. Mammoth Tours. 
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Okra or Gumbo 


In high esteem for soups and stews. A fashionable southern vegetable of easy growth at the north. An annual. The 
pods are used when young and tender. : 

CULTURE: Sow in May or June, after the ground is warm, in drills, three feet apart and thin to ten inches apart in 
the rows. An ounce of seed to 100 feet of row. 


A new Okra esteemed by canners and market gardeners. It is a 


e 9 2) 
Ratekin Ss Improved Giant Green Pod. great improvement on the old green podded sorts. Large, hand- 
some, green pods. Fine quality, very productive, four to five feet tall. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 20c; Ib., 75e. 


Peppers 


One Ounce Will Produce About 1,800 Plants. 


The culture of Pepper is the same as for Egg Plant; the plants need quite as much heat to perfect them, though they 
mature sooner and may be sown a little later. Guano, hen dung, or any other bird manure, hoed into the surface soil when 
the plants are about six inches high, will wonderfully increase the product and also improve the quality of the fruit. 


a : On of th 
Mammoth Ruby King Pepper. 0n¢, oF .tne 
large fruiting varieties, a prolific bearer of extra large ruby 
red fruits, five to six inches long by three to four inches in 
diameter; flesh exceedingly thick, sweet and so mild that itis 
often eaten sliced as salad, splendid for stuffing, ete. It is a 
very attractive variety and a valuable acquisition. Our strain 
selected and is absolutely pure 

Per packet, 10c; 0z.,° 30c; yy Ib., 80c; lb., $2.75. 


s Plants very productive, growing 
Sweet Mountain. upright, with moderately large 
leaves. Fruit very. large, long, often eight inches or more in 
length by two in diameter, very smooth and handsome, being 
when unripe, of a bright deep green color, entirely free from 
any purple tinge, and when matured of a rich red. Flesh very 
thick, sweet and mild flavored. Well suited to use as a stuffed 
pickle. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 20c; %4 Ib., 60c. 


Large Bell or Bull Nose. Qurstock of this well 
is sometimes called Sweet Mountain, is a great improvement 
on the best stock obtainable on a few years ago. Plant, vig- 
orous, compact, very productive, ripening its crop uniformly 
and early. It is one of the most popular and desirable sorts. 
Fruit large, cylindrical, with thick, mild flesh; quality for use 
in salads and pickles, color bright red when ripe. Packet, 5c; 
oz., 15c; % Ib., 50c. 


Chinese Giant. + ee a packet, 10c; oz., 50c; 4% : 
Red Cayenne. the 90g: Per packet, 5c; oz., 25c; %4 ee 


Coral Gem Bouquet. PRICE: Packet, 10c; oz., 50c. 


Red Chili. | price: Packet, 5c; oz., 20c; % Ib., 60c. Mammoth Ruby King Pepper. 


Parsley 


Sow in March, thinly in drills one foot apart and one-half inch 
deep. Soak seed in warm water a few hours before sowing. For 
winter use protect in a glass frame or light cellar. Very useful 
for flavoring soups and stews and for garnishing. The green 
leaves are used for flavoring, or they may be dried crisp, rubbed 
to a powder and kept in bottles until needed. 


A turnip rooted variety, used for flavoring soups, 
Hamburg. | ete. PRICE: Packet, 5c: oz. 10c; % Ib., 20c: 
c. 


Ratekin’s Moss Curled Parsley. 4 2andsome va- 


robust growth, forming compact, ornamental plants, densely fur- 
nished with strong stemmed graceful leaves, finely cut, most beau- 
tifully curled, and of that brilliant emerald green color so highly 
attractive when used for garnishing. The flavor of the leaves is 
also unusually rich and aromatic, rendering this variety of special 

——— —<—<—<$<<— value where used for flavoring in sauces, dressing, etc., either 
Ratekin’s Moss Curled. when fresh or dried. Packet, 10c; oz., 15c; %4 lb., 30c; lb., $1.00. 


Improved Ground Pea or Peanut 


Peanuts can be grown anywhere and everyone should plant them for themselves and children. 


R d Cc This very desirable variety is as early as the earliest, the most hardy, .very prolific and of the best 
e ross. quality. Boys, here is a chance for you. Think of growing peanuts in your own garden and have plenty 
of them to eat. Shell the nuts carefully so as not to break the inside skin, and plant as soon as the ground becomes warm, 
from two to three feet apart each way, four or five to the hill, covering two inches. The soil should be deep and mellow. 
They produce twenty-five to seventy bushels per acre and are as easily cultivated as corn. PRICE: large package, 10c; 
Ib., 40ec. By express: 5 lbs. or more, 25c per Ib. 


Spanish. A very early variety, but the pods are small. PRICE: Package, 10c; Ib., 50c. 


S t Pe. While you are ordering peas for the vegetable garden don’t forget the beautiful Sweet Peas. We have 
wee as. something to say along this line that will certainly interest you. Mite. 
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Parsnips 


ONE OUNCE WILL SOW 
200 FEET OF DRILL 
FIVE POUNDS TO 
AN ACRE. 


Sow early in spring in good 
rich soil, which has been 
plowed deep, in drills fifteen 
inches part, covering half an 
inch. Thin to five or_ six 
Improved or Table Geurnsey,. eS ees iy. aeoee: seae! 


Ratekin’s Improved Hollow Crown. Ts ‘8 2. highly improved 


type, producing uniformly 
large and handsome roots of stocky form, heavy at the shoulder, well rounded, gradu- 
ally tapering to the base, so that they are easily dug, and if grown in properly 
pulverized soil, the roots will be smooth and free from wrinkles and side roots. The 
flesh is white, of fine texture, free from core and Sstringiness, and especially fine 
flavored, cooking tender, sweet and rich, rendering it one of the finest of table vege- 
tables for winter use. The roots may remain in the ground all winter, being hardy, or 
some may be dug late in the fall and stored in sand or soil, so that they can be 
gotten at easily when the ground is frozen. Frost improves their quality. This 
parsnip is the heaviest cropper of all and we recommend it for both garden and field 
culture. Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ilb., 25c; Ib., 65c. ‘ 


Improved or Table Guernsey. A greatly improved and wonderfully 


fine strain of the Guernsey Hollow 
Crown Parsnip. The roots do not grow as long as the Hollow Crown, but are of 
greater diameter and more easily gathered. A very heavy cropper; the roots are 
smooth, with a deep hollow crown and a small top. The flesh is fine grained and 
sweet and of excellent quality; cooks evenly all the way through to the center, which 
is fine, soft and even quality as outside portions. PRICE: WPacket, 5c; oz., 10ce; 
Y% Ib., 25c; Ib., 65e. : 


HOLLow Crown 
Parenip. 


Garden Peas 


One Quart WIIl Plant About 100 Feet of Drill. One and One- 
half to Two Bushels for An Acre. 


CULTURE: Peas of extra éarly, smooth class are the very 
first thing to be planted in the garden in spring. The wrinkled 
a sorts follow a little later, as they are not quite so hardy. Tall 
eo late varieties need brush or other support. By selecting sorts 
that do not grow much over four feet high, the necessity of 
providing brush may be avoided. Judicious selection of varieties 
and planting frequently for succession will give us a full supply 
of the choicest green peas almost during the entire season, with 
the possible exception of the hottest part of the summer. Open 
furrows three or four inches deep and three feet apart; scatter 
the seed peas into them and cover with hoe or plow. Cultivate 
like corn or beans. The late tall sorts may be planted in double 
rows and brush stuck in between for support. All garden peas, 
however, require good, strong and fertile land. eavy yields 
cannot be obtained on poor soil. 


fie 


NOTE: While our supply of peas is limited, owing to un- 
favorable growing conditions, yet we can supply the very best 
of quality. Owing to crop shortage, we are unable to quote prices 
on bushel lots in this catalog, consequently we would advise that 
all of our customers who intend planting quantities write us for 
lowest quotations before placing their orders. 


Prices on packets, pints and quarts are postpaid. If ordered 
by freight or express, at sender’s expense, deduct 7c per pint, 
15c per quart, from prices given. 


eS. “WW. A round seeded hard 
Ratekin s New onder. shelled pea that can be 
sown when frost is barely out of the ground, before it is safe 
to sow wrinkled sorts. This, with its quickness of growth and 
maturity, renders it the earliest pea on record. 

Ratekin’s New Wonder is unequalled for general excellence, 
size of pod and regularity of ripening. lt grows 2% feet high 
and produces pods of good size, which are well filled with 
round smooth peas of splendid flavor. It is a very heavy yielder 
and in this last feature, with its extreme earliness, lies its great 
value to market gardeners and truckers. At the same time it 
is one of the best for private garden. Packet, 10c; % pint, 20c; 
quart, 50c; by express, peck, $2.25. 


Salem, Ky 
Gentlemen: I have ordered and received seeds from you 
for the past few years, and they have always proved satis- 
factory. I am sending you my order again for seeds, and am 
sure I will receive first-class seeds. 
Very truly, E. CHAMPION. 


Cavendis, Vt. 
Gentlemen: The seeds I ordered and received from you for 
the past seasons have proved highly satisfactory and I can 
highly recommend your seeds to anyone who is in need or want 
Ratekin’s New Wonder, of seeds of any sort. Very truly, R. LINK. 
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Al k Height two feet, pods rather small, dark green 
askKa. eolor, well filled, the earliest pea known, being two 
days earlier than the Rural New Yorker, and 70 per cent of the 


pods can be gathered at the first picking. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % 
pt., 20c; qt., 50c. By express: Half pk., $1.25. 


C W. The most popular extra-early va- 
American onder. riety for the family garden; being 
very sweet, it cannot be planted quite as early as the above, as it. 
will not stand as much cold, wet weather, but is far superior to 
the extra early smooth sorts in flavor and table qualities, and is 
quite productive. Of dwarf and robust habit, growing about ten 
inches high, and produces a profusion of good sized, well filled 
pods, fairly packed with the finest flavored peas; on good soil each 


vine will average twelve pods and each 
grow from eight to twelve inches high. 
20c; qt., 5€e. By express: Half pk., $1.2 


0 A standard first early variety; popular 
First and Best. with gardeners eS = se 
try. This variety is perhaps more largely grown by market gar- 
deners for first early then any other. Crop is very short this year. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 12c; qt., 40c. By express: Half pk., 90c. 


Premium Gem. Height one foot; 


Little Gem; pods long and of dark green 
sort for family use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % 
press: Half pk., $1.10. 


Nott’s Excelsior. 4, Super? new 


customers will welcome it as an 


ideal family and market pea. It is fully 


the American Wonder, and grows one-half taller. Pods are larger 


and it is far more productive than the 


within a day or two as early as the first early smooth pea. The 
peas are ready for table use within forty-three days from planting. 
Quality very superior. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 15¢e; qt., 55c. By 


express. % pk., $1.25; pk., $2.25. 
Height 2 feet; late 


® to very late; hardy, vig- 
Everbearing. orous, enormous cropper. 3cau 
Jarge size and good quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 15c; qt., 75c. 


By express: ¥% pk., $1.00. 


Gradus or Prosperity. 9°? 9, 


quite as early as the small, round, extra 


Improved Stratagem, 


improvement on the McLean 


pod six peas. The vines 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 
Oo. 


in all parts of the coun- 


early and prolific; a type 


color. The most popular 
pt., 15¢; qt., 45e. By ex- 


variety and we are sure 
as sweet and delicious as 


Premium Gem, and it is 


Pods and peas of 


the finest peas for fam- Gradus Pea. 

This remarkable pea is not only large and of the best quality, but it is nearly or 
early sorts. GRADUS is a wrinkled pea with a vine growing about thirty inches high. 
The pods are of a bright green color, and measure four inches or more in length, as 
large as Telephone, and equally well filled with luscious peas—8 to 10 or more in a pod. 
The peas are of the highest table quality and retain in a remarkable manner their 
color and attractive appearance after cooking. It is a grand pea in all respects. 
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; % pt., 20c; qt., 55c. By express;-Half pk., $1.50. 


Tel h Immensely productive, of the finest quality and excellent sugary 
ep one. flavor; vines very strong, the pods are of large size, with six or 
eglar, delicious peas; height four feet. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 15c; qt., 50c. By 
express: Half pk., $1.00, 


= This new sugar pea bears pods much 
Mammoth Luscious Sugar. larger than any other variety, often six or 
seven larger, delicious peas; height four feet, PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 15c; qt., 50c. 
the peas and pods eaten together, as they contain so much sugar, starch and gluten; 
are very nutritious for family use. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 20c. 

rt qv qt., 60c. By express: Half Pk., $1.25. 
Late variety for family or 
Improved Stratagem. market use. Half-dwarf, vig- 
orous, branching habit, and under favorable conditions an enor- 
mous cropper. Pods long and filled with seven to nine large peas 
of extra fine quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 15c; qt., 50c. By 

express: Half pk., $1.25. 


, One of the richest, best fla- 
Champion of England. vored peas grown. PRICE: 
Pkt., 5c; qt., 40c. By express: Half pk., $1.25. 

a : Height two feet; late to very late, 
Bliss Everbearing. hardy, enormous cropper; pods and 


peas large size and good quality. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; % pt., 15c; pt., 
ZUG ts) oDC. 


2 (Big Gem). Height one and one-half 
Yorkshire Hero. feet. Seeds large, yellowish green and 
quality fine. PRICE: Large pkt., 5c; qt., 40c. By express or 
freight: Qt., 25c; % pk., $1.85. 


3 Fi This variety was introduced years ago. Vine 
Tom Thumb. bushy. growing to a height of ten feet; fo- 
liage heavy; productive; matures in thirty-five days after sprout- 
ing. PRICE: Half pt., 15c; qt., 40c. 


Marrow fat. Is grown largely by gardeners and also sown 


as a field pea for stock. PRICE: Pk., 5c; pt., 
10c; qt., 35c. By express: Half pk., $1.00. 


Field Peas. See list of Miscellaneous Field Seeds. 


Durham, N. C. 
Dear Sir: I have just received my seeds this morning and 
they were sure fine. I am well pleased with them, Thanks for 
the prompt attention given my order 
Very truly, A. KRUTZ,. 
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One ounce for 100 feet of 
drill; eight to ten pounds 
for an acre. 


Radish seed should be 
sown in light, rich soil as 
early as the ground can be 
worked, and for a succes- 
sion at intervals of two 
weeks until midsummer. 
Radishes must be grown 
quickly and have plenty of 
room or they will invariably 
be tough and pithy. Sow in 
drills one foot apart and 
thin to two or three inches 
apart as soon as the rough 
leaves appear. Most of our 
radish seed was grown for 
us in France, ‘the natural 
home of radishes,’ and we 
think it cannot be sur- 
passed. 


Icicle (See drawing 


from nature on 

back cover.) A new early 

white radish. This mag- 

Gale nificent novelty received its 

; 3 name from the almost 

Scarlet Olive. Rosy Gem. Ne Plus Ultra. French Breakfast. transparent whiteness of 

d the root. Although a long 

radish of good size it vies in earliness with the first forcing sorts. It will produce a radish three and one-half to four inches 

long in twenty-two days from sowing the seed. The leaves are short, admitting of close planting in the hotbeds. The flesh is 
very while, crisp and brittle as glass, and of fine mild flavor. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 15c; %4 lb., 25c; lb., 85c. 


2 Is decidedly distinct in appearance from any radish in cultivation. Its form is well defined by 
Improved Chartier. our engraving, the color at the top being crimson, running into pink about the middle and 
from thence downward is a pure waxy white. PRICE: Same as Early Scarlet Turnip. 


A small, handsome variety of very quick growth; one-half inch in diameter and two inches long. 
French Breakfast. Color bright carmine, with clear white in lower portion. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ilb., 
20c; lb., 60c. 


An improvement on the ‘‘Deep Scarlet Turnip.’’ Remarkably fine in quality, of very quick growth, 
Ne Plus Ultra. and ceody to pull within meaty days after sowing Perfectly globular little roots of very bright 
color and excellent shape; certain to insure ready sale on the market. It is one of the best strains of early radishes for 
forcing. Beds are planted, the crop matured and sold and the beds ready for a second planting, all in thirty days. PRICE: 
Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 20c; lIb., 60c. : 
R G An improvement on the ‘Scarlet Turnip White Tip.’”” Their shape is perfectly globular, with rich, deep 
OSsy em. scarlet top, blending into pure white at the bottom, exceedingly tender, crisp, delicious, equally desirable 
for either the market or home garden. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c. 


: One of the handsomest of the turnip radishes and a great favorite in many large markets 
Early Scarlet Turnip. for early planting outdoors. It is but little later than the ‘White Tipped Forcing’’ and will 
give entire satisfaction where extreme earliness is not the primary object. Roots slightly flattened on the under side; color 
very deep scarlet with a white tip; flesh white and of the best quality. Packet, 5c; % lb., 15c; lb., 50e. 


An old standard variety of quick growth, with long, sfender roots. Radishes 
Early Long Scarlet Short Top. are ready for market about twenty-five or thirty days after planting seed; 


fresh, crisp and mild. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 20c; Ib., 60c. 


W . Of handsome, oblong, tapering shape, both skin and flesh are pure white. The flesh is firm, brittle 
hite Strasburg. and tender, and possesses the most desirable character of retaining crispness even when old and 
large. Excellent for summer use and withstands severe heat and grows very quickly. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 
20c; lb., 60c. 

Smaller and about ten days earlier than ‘‘Long Scarlet,’’ which it very much resembles. PRICE: 
Early Frame. Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 20c; Ib., 60c. ‘ 


W s cf An improvement on ‘‘White Naples,” or ‘“‘Vienna.’? Large, white crisp variety, about as long 
hite Lady Finger. as “‘Long Scarlet’? and similar in shape. A very desirable sort. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; 
Y% I\b., 20c; lb., 60e. 


= W s 2 Handsome bright scarlet, white tip. Many gardeners make sowing of it every two 
Scarlet Turnip, hite Tip. weeks during summer; its fine appearance attracts customers; quality always 


pleases. PRICES: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 20c; Ib., 60c. 


: c 2 An excellent long radish of glossy brilliant scarlet color, having small top. The best long red 
Cincinnati Market. radish for forcing. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 20c; Ib., 60c. 


s A very useful variety. Matures in twenty-five days; color 
Early Scarlet Olive. bright scarlet, flesh crisp and tender. Best adapted for main 


crop. PRICE: Large pkt., 50; oz., 10c; 4% Ilb., 15c; lb., 50c. 


Ratekin’s Radish Mixture. A _ superb 


mixture of all 
kinds of radishes, early, medium, fall, winter, Chinese, 
etc. Sow a row of it and it will furnish you delicious 
radishes throughout the year. The early and medium 
ones, as they mature and are pulled, make room for the 
larger growth of the fall and winter varieties. This 
mixture is made up of twelve best varieties, and with it 
it is necessary to make but one sowing for the entire 
year. You will be surprised and delighted with our 
popular radish mixture. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz, 15¢e; 4 
Ib., 20c; lb., 60c. 
: A late and hardy variety of large 
Long White. size. Skin very dark brown or 
black. Keeps well during the winter. PRICE: Packet, 
5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; Ib., 60c. 


California Mammoth White. P?7¢ white 


about one 
foot long and two or three inches through, tapering 
regularly to the tip. The flesh is tender and crisp, keep- 
ing well through the winter. PRICE: Large packet, 5c; 
oz., 10c; % Ib.,. 20c; i1b.,. 60c. 


Black Spanish. A. late gh ale variety of 


large size. @ very dark 
brown or black. Keeps well during the winter. PRICE: 
Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 20c; Ib., 60c. 


~ Wi Of excellent quality and 
Rose China inter, a good keeper. Skin a 


4 bright rose color, flesh very crisp and brittle. PRICE: 
Scarlet Turnip White Tipped. Packet, 5c; 0z., 10c; % Ib., 20c; lb., 60c. Improved Chartier, 


— 
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Salsify or Vegetable Oyster 


(One ounce will sow fifty feet of drill; eight pounds to the acre). 


Why don’t you sow salsify? We are certain if you grow it one year you would never be with- 
out it. It is one of the most delicious and nutritious of vegetables, and should be more generally cul- 
tivated for use in winter, when the supply of really good vegetables is so limited. It has the true 
oyster flavor, and makes a delicious and inexpensive substitute for them in soup. Cultivate like 
pursnips. 


qe Average fully double the size of the old Long White. 
Mammoth Sandwich Island. Roots are white, smooth, and, notwithstanding their 
enormous size, are of superior quality, PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; %4 Ib., 40c; Ib., $1.20. 


© 340 A distinct and valuable new sort. The roots are large, smooth and have 
Wisconsin Golden. a decided yellow cast, which gives it its name. They cut smooth and 
even throughout, unusually brittle and never stringy. When prepared for the table they are very rich, 
tender and delicious in flavor. PRICE: Pkt., 5c;5z., 20c; 14 lb., 60c; lb., $1.60. 


Spinach 
Cne cunce will sow about eighty feet of drill; 10 Ibs. <o the acre. 


The finest ‘‘greens’’ of any plant in cultivation. For summer sow early in spring in deep, rich soi. 
in drills one foot apart; cover one inch; sow at intervals of two weeks throughout the season. Fo. 
very early spring use sow the first of September; protect by covering with straw. 


Victoria This new variety is distinguished for its exceedingly dark black-green color, and also 
° for its very long standing qualities; being from two to three weeks later than the or- 
dinary varieties. The leaves are thick and spread out flat upon the ground. It is excellent for 
spring sowing, but not sufficiently hardy to withstand the winter in this locality. PRICE: Pkt., 
5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 20c; lb., 35c. By express: 5 lbs. or more at 25c. - 


3 a Sepa Mammoth Sandwich 
Bloomsdale. A savory-leaved curled variety. Very highly valued; especially in the South. Island. 


PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %4 lb., 20c; Ib., 40c. 


New Zealand Very useful to supply the place of the ordinary spinach during the very hottest months of the year, 
: e or in dry, arid localities. A few plants will supply a family with this delicious vegetable from July 
to October. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ilb., 30c; Ib., $1.00. 


New Ideal Mammoth Rhubarb 


The Rhubard (or pie plant), is a vegetable which it is difficult 
to improve, and it takes many years to fully establish a new va- 
riety. About twenty-five years ago Dr. Kennicott of Illinois, in 
growing roots from seed, found one which was so far superior to, 
and different from all others, that he saved it carefully, and the 
root has been divided and propagated from year to year until finally 
we purchased the stock. Like all other highly improved sorts it 
seeds sparingly and comes more nearly true to name when grown 
from the seed than most other sorts. The stalks are as large, if not 
larger, than the Victoria, and are produced in much greater abund- 
ance. PRICE: PkEt., 10c; oz., 25c; strong roots, 20c each; dozen, 
$2.00. 


Victoria Spinach. - Tobacco 


CULTURE: Sow seed as soon as danger of frost is over; use wood ashes on seed 
bed. Pulverize soil of seed bed thoroughly. When plants are six inches high transplant 
Into hills four or five feet apart each way, and cultivate frequently. An ounce of seed 
produces sufficient plants for an acre. 


= An improved Havana tobacco, larger than the old sort. It is one of the 
Big Havana. ain? Fine texture and superior flavor. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; 0z., 25c; 
% Ib., 75c; lb., $2.50. 


Produces the best yellow type. Long, broad 
Improved Yellow Oronoko. leaf.- For wrappers and cutters; also cigarettes. 


PRICE: Pkt., 10c; 0z.,°25c; %4 lb., 75c; Ib., $2.50. 
° It has a large leaf and is of the finest 
Improved White Stem Oronoko. texture. It cures the finest yellow. 
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 40c; %4 lb., $1.10; lb., $4.00. 
One of the best for growing on light or sandy 
Improved Long Leaf Gooch. soils. Has a long, tapering leaf of fine texture. 
PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 25c; %4 Ib., 75c; Ib., $2.50. 
Fine texture and small fibre. Grown for its superior quality for cigar wrap- 
Sumatra. pers. Best stock. PRICE: Pkt., 15c; oz., Tic. 


= The finest, silkiest and highest flavored Havana tobacco —- = 
Vuelta De Abajo. grown. A fine cigar variety. PRICE: Pkt., 15c; oz., 75c. Rhubarb. 


= Grown in all sections of the United States and extensively in Connecticut. Broad leaf of 
Connecticut Seed Leaf. medium length. Suitable for cigar fillers. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; oz., 25c; ™%4 Ilb., 75c; Ib., 


A favorite sort, producing the finest fillers. When sun cured it makes the best natural chewing leaf. 
Sweet Oronoko. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 25¢c; % Ib., 75c; Ib., $2.50. 


The Primus This is the earliest tobacco grown. It will ripen even in Canada. Leaves large, fibre fine, texture 
° silky, flavor superior. It makes an elegant smoking tobacco, either for cigars or pipe. PRICE: 
Pkt., 10c; oz., 30c; %4 Ib., 85c; lb., $3.00. - 


= The Western favorite, superior to the old variety of Burley. Makes better color; 
Improved White Burley. commands higher prices. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 30c; %4 Ib., 85c; Ib., $3.00. 


brigh - . Be 
Improved Gold Leaf. A bright sort for plug wrappers, cutters and fillers. The plants grow to good size. Leaf 


long and medium broad; fine and silky. PRICE: Pkt., 10c; oz., 50c; %4 Ib., $1.50; Ib., $5.00. 
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"4 Squash 
| as quas 
Ne“ GOLDEN , = 2 s 4 : aris ee, > Panera The squash is one of 


BEAUTIFUL the most nutritious and 
.~ valuable of all our gar- 
> GOOD den vegetables. Few 
farmers appreciate the 
value of winter squash 
as food for stock. We 
think an acre of squash 
costing no more to culti- 
vate and much less tc 
secure will give as much 
food available for feeding 
stock as an acre of corn, 
and we strongly urge out 
readers to try a ‘‘patch” 
for this purpose. One 
ounce of early varieties 
will plant about forty 
hills; one ounce of late 
varieties will plant about 
twenty hills; three to four 
pounds to the acre. 


New Golden 
Hubbard 


Squash. 


Productive, Early, Beau- 
tiful, Good. This is a 
True Hubbard Squash, 
except in color, which is 
bright golden. The vine 
is a vigorous but not a 


x rampant grower and very 
productive. ‘The shell is warty, hard and strong, and a very beautiful orange-red, except. for a bit of olive green on the 


blossom end. The flesh is a deep orange and uniformly so to the rind, never having the green tinge so objectionable in 
other sorts. It cooks very dry, fine grained and good flavored. We believe this is the best fall and winter sort yet intro- 
duced, and that it deserves to and will become a most popular variety. It certainly has no superior as a table squash. 
Send to RATEKIN’S for the best seed. PRICE: Packet, 5c; 0z., 10c; % Ib., 25c; lb., 75c. 

There is no vegetable you will appreciate more than our early squashes. Try them. 


Splendid summer sort, early, productive, very fine quality. "With all the new varieties 
Early Bush Crookneck. recently brought out, many claim that there is-no summer squash superior to this. 
PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 20c; 1 lb., 65c. 


W 2 Similar to the Golden Rush; color creamy white; an excellent variety for the family 
hite Bush Scalloped. garden for early use. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 25c; Ib., 7c. 


This old variety has for years stood the test of all rivals, and is the most popular winter squash 
True Hubbard. grown; hard, green shell; flesh bright orange yellow. fine grained, very dry, sweet and of rich flavor; 
keeps in perfect condition throughout the winter. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; “4 Ib., 35c; lb., $1.25. 


W A new strain of the Hubbard. The wartiness indicates 
arty Hubbard. a very hard shell which is one of the best features of a 


long keeping squash. It also denotes extra choice quality—the harder and more warty 
the shell of a Hubbard, the more delicate and sweet the flesh. The flesh, however, 
is not as thick as the above. Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; 4% lb., 25e; Ib., 90c. 


Blue Hubbard or Marblehead ue abienaid winter variate Shell 
: A rery 


hard, light blue color; flesh 
similar to the Hubbard in quality. Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 lb., 35c; lb., $1.00. 

° © ? We consider*this one of the very best winter va- 
Sibley or Pike s Pea e yrieties. It has the requtation of being the only 
variety surpassing the Hubbard in quality. Has large oval fruit, tapering at the 
blossom end. Shell hard, dark olive green color, flesh light orange color, of the very 
best quality. Vines of strong growth and very productive. Seed has been very scarce 
for several years past, but we have a good supply. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; 
% lb., 30c; Ib., $1.00. 


Warty 
Hubbard. 


Ratekin’s ‘Home Garden” Collection 


$1.50 GETS THIS COMPLETE COLLECTION DELIVERED FREE AT YOUR DOOR, 
40 Best Varieties of Vegetable Seeds, Including Nine 1-3 Pint Packages of Beans, Peas and Sweet Corn. 


THE BIGGEST AND BEST BARGAIN EVER OFFERED 
- BY ANY SEED HOUSE. 


1-3 pint Beans, Improved Golden Wax 1 large packet Watermelon, Cole’s Early 
1-3 pint Beans, Long Yellow Six Weeks 1 large packet Watermelon, Kleckley Sweet 
1-3 pint Beans, Kentucky Wonder 1 large packet Onion, Red Wethersfield 

1 large packet Beet, Early Eclipse 1 large packet Onion, Yellow Globe 

1 large packet Beet, Long Blood 1 large packet Parsley 

1 large packet Cabbage, Early Jersey Wakefield 1 large packet Parsnip, Hollow Crown 

1 large packet Cabbage, Ratekin’s Autumn King 1-3 pint Peas, Alaska 

1 large packet Carrot, Danver’s Half Long 1-3 pint Peas, Gradus 

1 large packet Celery, Golden Self Blanching 1-3 pint Peas, Telephone 

1 large packet Cucumber, Cool and Crisp 1 large packet Pepper, Bull Nose 

1 large packet Cucumber, Chicago Pickling 1 large packet Pumpkin, Pie 

1-3 pint Sweet Corn, Peep O’ Day 1 large packet Radish, Improved Chartier 
1-3 pint Sweet Corn, Evergreen 1 large packet Raldish, Improved Chartier 
1-3 pint Pop Corn, Golden Queen 1 large packet Salsify, Mammoth Sandwich Island 
1 large packet Egg Plant, Early Round Purple 1 large packet Spinach, Bloomdale 

1 large packet Endive 1 large packet Squash, Hubbard 

1 large packet Lettuce, Early Curled Simpson 1 large packet Tomato, Earliana 

1 large packet Lettuce, Grand Rapids 1 large packet Tomato, Matchless 

1 large packet Muskmelon, Osage 1 large packet Turnip, Purple Top Milan 


This collection is already put up in sealed packages and cannot be changed. Not subject to any premiums or discounts 
offered elsewhere. 


_=— a tubs 
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Tomatoes 


ONE OUNCE OF SEED WILL PRODUCE FROM 3000 TO 4000 PLANTS. 


CULTURE: For first early Tomatoes select varieties of the earliest types, and start the plants under glass during Feb- 
ruary. When plants are two inches high, transplant into flats, thumb pots or plant boxes, and later on transplant again, 
giving more room. Never crowd the plants, but keep them short and stocky. Plants alrealdy in bloom or with fruit set, if in 
wooden plant boxes or in pots, may be transplanted to open ground without disturbing their roots, and will continue to bloom 
and fruit without check. Set these sorts four feet apart each way in warm, mellow soil of fair fertility as soon as danger 
from belated frosts is past.. For main crop, the plants can be started somewhat later, in hotbed or cold frame, once transplanted 
to keep them stocky, and then set in open ground, in fairly good warm soil, five feet each way. A very ornamental show 
can be made in the home garden by training tomato plants to stakes, poles or trellis. 


Ratekin’s New Nameless Tomato 
The “Magi Queen” The Prize Tomato. 


FAC-SIMILE OF CHECKS SENT TO PRIZEWINNERS IN OUR NEW TOMATO CONTEST. 


No. 6706 


SHENANDOAH, IOWA, 


TRADE MARK 


J. W. RATEKIN _ ee Sept oe4s) ae 2 


PROPRIETOR 
Pay to the Order 
of Col. C. L. Longley $10.00 
Ten and —=___DOLLAKS 
To Shenandoah National Bank V4; G: Serr 
Shenandoah, Inia F 


No. 6661 


y’ . 


SHENANDOAH, IOWA, 
U. S.A. 


"TTI, 


yi 


TRADE MARK 


J. W. RATEKIN sept. 11 191_2. 
PROPRIETOR 
Pay to the Order 
of R. L. Kimbrough $5.00 
Five and ro DOLLARS 
100 


Gs Shenandoah National Sank = 
Shenandoah, Joina 


88 RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 


Ratekin’s New Tomato---The “Magi Queen” 


Letters From the Prize Winners. 


The Magi Queen as grown on our trial grounds. 


than from any other variety I ever used. The season was 


WINNER OF FIRST PRIZE. 


Vicksburg, Miss., Sept. 30, 1912. 
J. W. Ratekin, Shenandoah, Iowa. 

My Dear Sir: Yours of August 29th came just aS we were 
starting for a short visit at Waterloo, Iowa, from which we re- 
turned last Wednesday evening. Was much pleased, of course, 
both at being adjudged a ‘‘good Indian” and at winning the name 
prize—as to which Mrs. Longley played it low down on me by ask- 
ing before showing me your letter, but after reading it, if she could 
have the $10.00 in case I won it. Of course I said ‘‘yes,’’ thinking a 
one in a thousand chance offered great opportunity for cheap gen- 
erosity. With best regards I am, sincerely yours, 

Cc. L. LONGLEY. 


WINNER OF SECOND PRIZE. 


Mesquite, Texas, Sept. 14th, 1912. 
J. W. Ratekin, Shenandoah, Iowa. 

Dear Sir: I am pleased beyond measure to say that I have re- 
ceived your letter with $5.00 check which was awarded me for my 
description of the Nameless Tomato. I am also highly pleased to 
Know that my name for this tomato was your second choice, and 
while I regret that I was not the winner, yet I have no doubt but 
wat oun selection of name is one that will better advertise the 
omato. 

You will find enclosed list of names which I think will be glad 
to receive your 1912 catalogue, and which I believe will do some 
business with you. With best wishes I beg to remain, yours very 
truly, R. L. KIMBROUGH. 

Cashier First National Bank. 


ae Was the name chosen for this new tomato 
Magi-Queen from over a thousand names and competitors 
for the prize offered through our 1912 seed catalogue, for the most 
suitable name for our new tomato, catalogued last year under the 
insignia of “RATEKIN’S NAMELESS TOMATO” and for which 
we offered $10.00 in GOLD for a name. Out of the thousand or 
more names submitted there was none but what was worthy of 
compliment. 


MAGI QUEEN, or MAGI, denotes a Greek Root, of Persia 
Origin, and the English words are translated from it, Magic, 
Magician, etc., indicate its suitability for a product that in virtue 
of its wonderful qualities, earliness, succulence, ete., is to sur- 
prise the tomato eating world. 


THE COMPETITOR, WHO WAS AWARDED THE PRIZE 
FOR THE BEST DESCRIPTION of this tomato, and there was 
also a fierce contest, says, ‘‘Your Nameless tomato is a very 
beautiful one, is of large size and is absolutely without an equal 
for standing dry hot weather here in Texas, and should find a 
permanent place with every truck gardener. Ihave used many 
kinds of tomatoes, but for earliness and beauty I know of no equal 
for the Nameless and I believe for this purpose the tomato ques- 
tion has reached its zenith in your production of this tomato, 
therefore suggest the name of ZENITH. 


“T wish to add that the seed I got from you came up almost to 
a seed—in fact, I got more plants from the amount of seed I sowed 
extremely late and the plants were ready to set out before the 


ground and weather was fit, but I got them transplanted the first week in April and in two weeks after they begun to bloom, 


and I had ripe tomatoes for table use the first day of June. 


and it was not an infrequent thing to see aS many as a 
bushes had as many as eighteen clusters on one bush. 


The tomatoes form on the bush in clusters of hand like shape 
dozen tomatoes in one cluster. I took notice that several of my 


“The NAMELESS SIZED UP FROM EVERY STANDPOINT IS THE BEST ALL PURPOSE TOMATO I HAVE EVER 


SEEN.’? 


The MAGI QUEEN TOMATO: Grand and glorious tomato; the largest, 


introduced. It’s a healthy, thrifty r 
with stout, 


tomato ever offered or 
The plants are very compact, 


seeds and with very small core. It is everbearing from two 
best and sweetest of all for slicing and for all purposes. 


oi ‘rapid growing tomato, one that never blights, rots or spots. 
close jointed branches, which set the fruit very freely. 
and very beautiful; brilliant scarlet color, smooth, sweet and juicy, yet the flesh is solid, almost 


handsomest, finest flavored, most superior oad 
he 
The fruits are good size 
“‘beefy,”’ contains but few 
months after it is transplanted until frost, and has proven the 


PRICE: Per packet, 25c; oz., 75c; 14 Ib., $2.50; 4% Ib., $4.75. 
Camp Crook, S. Dak., Aug. 28th, 1912. Thornwood, W. Va., Sept. 23d, 1912. 
Dear sir: The name I suggest for your new tomato is Dear sir: I have raised your Nameless tomato and find 
. I went into the garden one morning and found the them to be the earliest: tomato I have ever tried and cannot 
first ripe tomato and I was so delighted. Will say the be excelled in quality by any other tomato. Yours truly, 


growth was rapid and ahead of other vines that were planted 
far ahead of them, stalk and leaves very vigorous, and for 


that reason stand the Dakota winds better than any other 
variety. Fruit is smooth and mealy. I wish you success, 
Yours truly, MARY KENLEY. 
Gorden, Wis., Sept. 23, 1912. 


Dear sirs: I planted some of your new tomatoes May 
20th, they came up the 25th, and I believe that every seed 
grew. The weather conditions were very unfavorable, it 
being alternately wet and then dry, but in view of this your 


Nameless tomato ripened earlier and was much better 
flavored than four other varieties planted at the same time. 
Yours very truly, RUTH GRATREAKS. 


Kind sir: In regard to your new tomato, they are more 
toes last spring and now the vines are just loaded with 


am well pleased with them. 
7th, 1912. MARTIN JACOBSON. 


tomatoes of good size. I 
Squires, N. Dak., Aug. 2 


H. KISNER. 


Hanna City, Ill., Aug. 20th, 1912. 
In regard to your new tomato, they are more 
equal in size and better flavored than any tomato I have 
ever raised. Has a very thin skin and is very meaty. It is 
also a fine tomato for preserving and canning and a splendid 


Kind sir: 


keeper. Yours very truly, MRS. FRED E. SMITH. 
Montezuma, Kansas, Sept. 23, 1912. 
Dear sirs: Your ‘‘Nameless Tomatoes"’ are the best I 


have ever grown. The seed all came up and bore the finest 
tomatoes much realier than any I ever saw before; I can 
beat the sample represented in your catalog and the tomatoes 
are sweeter and meatier than any I ever ate. My tomatoes 
were raisd in South Gray County, Kansas, without irrigation 
and are earlier, meatier and more prolifie than any I have 
ever grown. Yours truly, THOMAS BIRD. 
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Tomatoes 


THE EARLIEST, FIRM SOLID, THICK FLESHED 
TOMATO GROWN. 


Combines the earliness of Harliana with the beauty 
and flavor of Stone and the solidity of Ponderosa. 


Magi Queen 


Olive Springs, Roan County, Tenn., Sept. 10, 1912. 

In suggesting a name for your ‘‘Nameless’’ Tomato, I 
want it named “THE, CHAMPION” Tomato. I weighed one 
of these tomatoes that weighed one pound and ten ounces 
and there was a lot of them that weighed a pound and a 
half. I hope I may win the prize for a name. 

Truly yours, MRS. LOVINA RUSSELL. 


Modoc, Kansas, Sept. 10th, 1912. 
Name it Teddy Roosevelt, after the greatest man of 
America. I had one vine that measured 138 inches around 
and -had 237 well set tomatoes on it and still progressing. 
It is the best and most delicious tomato I have ever grown. 
MISS RENA M. BOTTS. 


Pierce, Arizona, Sept. 12, 1912. 
My suggestion for a name for your ‘‘Nameless”’ tomato 
is RATEKIN’S Wistaria Love Apple. We have a new, but 
very rapidly settling country here; lots of people from Ohio, 
Kansas and California. Please send me your ‘‘Famous’’ 
Blue Rose, premium offered, but which I failed to receive. 
MRS. O. S. PRATT. 


Cordell, Okla., 1912. 

I suggest PEERLESS for your nameless tomato. It 
eannot be overestimated for its abundance, and the name 
fits so well I would not know how to better degscribe it. 

Truly yours, BERNICH SMITH... 


Alba, Texas, —— 1912. 

I have chosen the name of HOME SWEET HOME for 
your nameless tomato. Hverybody loves a good tomato next 
to home, sweet home, and I sure think the name fits the 
fruit of this tomato. 


Altus, Okla., —— 1912. 

I have decided to offer a name for your “NAMELESS” 
tomato. Call it RATEKIN’S NEVER FAILURE. The name 
fits because it is the Sure thing. It is of excellent shape, 
very prolific bearer, delicious and a splendid keeper; fine 
for preserves and for pickling. 

MRS. F. A. BLASSINGAME. 


Nebraska City, Nebr., 1912. 
Among other names I have thought of for your “NAME- 
LESS” tomato is RATEKIN’S EARLY WONDER. I think 
every seed I got grew. I transplanted them and by the 
time they were six or eight inches high they begun to bloom 
and bear and are still bearing. Some of the fruit weighed 
over a pound. It’s the earliest bird for table use. 
MRS. DICK HOFFMAN. 


Spright, Ky., Sept. 10th, 1912. 
We have all kinds of tematoes, but I have never tried 
anything that comes up to the “Nameless” in earliness and 
productiveness. Name it Ratekin’s Earliest of All—Ever- 
bearing. I think the name is the best and most descriptive 
I can think of. MONTGOMERY JOHNSON. 


A Few Letters From Those Who Have Tried the “Magi Queen.” 


Springfield, Ill., Oct. 15th, 1912. 
Gentlemen: I ordered an ounce of your ‘‘Nameless’’ 
Tomato seed last spring and am pleased to state that they 
were exactly as represented. They were the earliest, meat- 
jest and the best flavored tomato I have ever tried. 
Yours truly, R. HE. ROBERTS. 


Quiney, Ill., Nov. ist, 1912. 
Gentlemen: Your nameless tomato is all you claim for 
them. I am highly pleased with the results obtained. 
Yours truly, EK. E. BURNETT. 


Meldrim, Ga., Aug. 27th, 1912. 
Dear sir: I sent you a bunch of your new tomatoes 
containing fifteen tomatoes on one bunch. They were very 
nice when they left here, although the ones I sent you were 
not as fine as some I picked later and’ which weighed as much 
as one pound. They were the nicest tomatoes I have ever 
grown and I will plant more next year. The name I sent 

in was —— Kindly let me know if I Win the prize. 
Yours truly, ASBURY M. NEASE. 


Austin, Texas, Oct. 2, 1912. 
Dear sir: Your new tomato is a wonder. It brought 
splendid results in our neighborhood. Yours truly, 
H. H. JHNKINS. 


Dear sir: Keysville, Va., Sept. 2, 1912. 

I sent and got a package of your ‘Nameless’ Tomato 
seed last spring and they have proved to be a fine tomato 
and beat all I have known to grow around here. They are 
a round, smooth tomato, free from rot, bear well and ripen 
early. They are fine for canning and can’t be beat for table 
use so we have decided to give them the name of 

I remain yours truly, EARL CLARK. 


Pleasant Hill, La., Sept. 8th, 1912. 
Dear sir: Your new tomato seed which I bought last 
spring made the finest I have had out of five or more dif- 
ferent kinds. I like them better than any tomato I have 
ever grown and my neighbors praise them highly. The 
name I suggest is and I think will prove a credit to 
your firm, Yours very truly, MRS. CLARA OSBURN. 
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Tomatoes 


ONE OUNCE OF SEED WILL PRODUCE FROM 3000 TO 4000 PLANTS. 


CULTURE: For first early Tomatoes select varieties of the earliest types, and start the plants under glass during Feb- 
ruary. When plants are two inches high, transplant into flats, thumb pots or plant boxes, and later on transplant again, 
giving more room. Never crowd the plants, but keep them short and stocky. Plants already in bloom or with fruit set, if in 
wooden plant boxes or in pots, may be transplanted to open ground without disturbing their roots, and will continue to bloom 
and fruit without check. Set these sorts four feet apart each way in warm, mellow soil of fair fertility as soon as danger from 
belated frosts is past. For main crop, the plants can be started somewhat later, in hotbed or cold frame, once transplanted 
to keep them stocky, and then set in open ground, in fairly good warm soil, five feet each way. A very ornamental show can 

be made in the home garden by training tomato plants to stakes, poles 
\ or trellis. 


° 9 . T i j 
Ratekin’s Earliest Tomato, [7aueftonably, the garliest of 
Earliest,’”’ you will have, with favorable weather, fine tomatoes in 
ninety days from sowing the seed. It is an excellent shipper, being 
exempt from rot or cracking, ripens all over at once, and is a wonder- 
fully smooth tomato—none smoother. 

PRICE: Packet, 10c; 0z.; 25c; ™% lb., 75c; Ib., $2.50. 


ee THE BEST MAIN CROP TOMATO.- (S 
Ratekin Ss Beauty. back cover for colored plate). Smooth, ee 


form, prolific, a long keeper and of the finest quality. Fruit is a glossy 
crimson, of large size and so perfect and uniform that they lodk as 
though each one were moulded with a stamp. On account of its perfect 
shape and great beauty, it is unsurpassed for market. Its quality is 
excellent, flesh solid, beefy and with very few seeds. Ripens up after 
the first earlies and continues to bear fruit until frost. A splendid 
keeper; ripe fruit fresh from the vine have been kept in perfect condition 
from three to four weeks during the warm summer weather. Planted 
together side by side with our new tomato, MAGI QUEEN, you will 
have two of the most profitable tomatoes to be grown and can cater 
to the most critical of markets, thereby gaining the highest prices. 
y PRICE: Packet, 10c; 3 packets, 25c; 0z., 40c; % Ib., 90c; Ib., $3.00. 


d. rule ¥ Sp) b) The largest, smoothest and finest 
NE - aA Chalk Ss Early J ewel. “ flavored, extra early bright red tomato. 

OF AYL aXe) About ten days later than Spark’s Earliana. It is even a heavier crop- 
' per, with tomatoes of larger size and sweeter flavor, produced through- 
Ratekin’s Earliest Tomato. out the season. Packet, 10c; oz., 25c; %4 Ib., 75c; Ib., $2.50. 


P d The largest fruited tomato, and is of fine quality for slicing. The vines are of strong growth; fruits ob- 
onderosa. long in form, deep through, and generally ridged or ribbed; deep purple in color. They are solidly fleshy 
with small seed cells; of fine flavor. Planted in good soil, fruits frequently attain a weight of one pound or more. Packet, 
10c; % oz., 25¢e; oz., 40ce; % Ib., $1.00; Ib., $3.75, postpaid. 


5) O An extremely early variety of tomato, and produces large clusters of fair size fruits, which are 
Spark Ss Earliana. very uniform in size and shape. It is hardy, and can be set out early. Color of flesh deep red, 
very solid and fine flavor. Packet, 10c; oz., 30c; %4 Ib., 85c. 


e_e 9 In shape this tomato is distinct from all others, being a beautiful globe. It ripens through 
Livingston s Globe. and through; a fine glossy rose in color, tinged with purple; very productive. Packet., 10c; 
oz., 35c; % Ilb., $1.00. 


Whe Oh 


ee ? Almost round, being of about the same diameter each way. Clusters of four to seven fruits 
Livingston S Coreless. are produced at six to eight inches apart along the stem, and all are of good size. A grand, 
good slicing variety, the seed cells being surrounded by bright red, heavy, meaty and delicious flesh. Packet, 10c; oz., 35¢ 
¥Y% lb., $1.00. 


A Early and bears fruit until cut off by frost. Fruit is purplish, always round, smooth and of good size, and is 
cme. borne in clusters of four or five; free from cracks and stands shipment well. Flesh is solid and of excellent flavor. 
Excellent for home and market. Does well both outdoors and under glass. This is a good canning variety. Large packet, 
5e; oz., 20c; % Ilb., 60c; lb., $2.25, postpaid. 


J Pi k The fruits grow in clusters, and begin to mature very early, measure three inches in diameter and are of 
une INK. = excellent quality. It bears for a long season, until the vines are killed by frost. Pkt., 10c; 0z., 35e; ™% Ib., 
$1.00. 


2 For the advantage of some of our customers who would like to try all kinds, we have prepared 
Mixed Tomatoes. this mixture of the varieties named and several others which we think will please all. PRICE: 
Packet, 5c; oz., 30c; % Ib., 85c. : 


M hl Well worthy of its name, for in beauty of color and symmetry of form it is indeed without a peer. The 
atchless. vines are of strong, vigorous growth, well set with fruit; are entirely free from core; of the finest flavor, 
of a very rich cardinal red color and not liable to crack from wet weather; of largest size, and the size of the fruit is 
maintained throughout the season. Solid, a fine quality and keeps well. PRICE: Packet, 5c; 0z., 25e; % lb., 75c; Ib., $2.50. 


For pickling and preserves. Fruit uniformly oval, lemon colored and smooth skinned, 
Yellow Plum or Pear. pice: Packet, se; oz, 25; 4 Ib., 25c; 1 Ib., $2.25. 


N S This is the heaviest and most solid fruited of the large tomatoes of good quality. Our stock is distinctly 
ew tone. superior to most of that offered under this name, being more uniform, better colored and larger. Vines 
vigorous and. productive. Fruit round, apple shaped, very large, very deep red in color and astonishingly heavy. PRICE: 
Packet, 5c; oz., 20c; %4 lb., 65c; ‘Ib., $2.25. 


Iona, Iowa, July 1, 1911. Wild Cherry, Ark., April 8, 1912. 


Gentlemen: The seed I ordered from you have been re- Gentlemen: The seed ordered from you arrived and are 
ceived and they are sure fine. Allow me to thank you for sure fine. Thanks for prompt attention. Yours truly, 
prompt attention. Very truly, MRS. HENRY GARDNER. Cc. L. PULVER. 

Oct. 2, 1911. va rd : W SOE Rea aes Mere 7 geese 

Gentlemen: I received my seed O. K. and they were t TEN vIEMeN . he balance of my order received anc 
sure fine. It is too wet to sow them just now. I thank am well satisfied with them. Very truly, W. WENRICH. 
you for prompt attention. Very truly, C. A. HENDRIC. ; Coral, Mich. 

= i op : 9 1919 Dear sir: Please send me your seed catalouge. I bought 
‘ El Dorado, Ark., March 12, 1912. seeds from you last year and I never had better seeds in all 

Gentlemen: The seeds I got from you were fine, but I my experience, and I wish to get some more. Thanking 
got three quarts of sweet corn from another Shenandoah you in advance, I am, IDA KNOCK. 
firm and half of it did not grow. Tey aa nha Ware Shoals, §. C. 

me ube an hoe sagen Dear sir: I have just received your splendid seed cata- 
Rochester, Ind., March 22, 1911. logue. Accept my thanks for same. I am satisfied that I 

Gentlemen: I received your seed today and thought I can save more than half in buying my seeds from you. I am 

would let you know. They are just fine. Very truly, sending you an order for what seeds I need and want at the 
C. A. EBER. present and am sure I will get what I want. M. REEVES. 


O. ee ee 


. ——-_— 
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Extra Early 
Purple Top 
Milan. 


One of the earliest sorts 
in cultivation. The bulb is 
very flat, of medium _ size, 
quite smooth, with a bright 
purple top. PRICE: Packet, 
5e; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; Ib., 
60c. 


Early White 
Milan. 


Much like the cut; it is 
pure white all over, instead 
of having purple top. _Quite 
popular with gardeners. 
PRICE: Packet, 5c; 0z., 10c; 
% |b., 25c; lb., 70c. 


Golden Ball or 
Orange Jelly. 


A: very. beautiful and bright 
yellow turnip of medium size. 
It is hardy and» one of the | 2 2 ———_— \ 
best of Reon ers. ae ae puail a 
tremely firm and solid. - a — = = 

ways brings a good price in TEAR NUTTIN ITE ml 

iia aarker PRICE: Packet, ee ; I OR UM 
5e; oz, 10c; % 1b., 20c;. Ib.,60c. : 


Similar to above, except in shape. The largest yielder of any turnip on the list; desirable for 
Purple Top Globe. table use or stock. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; % Ilb., 20c; lb.,.50c; 5 Ibs. or more, not 
prepaid, 35c lb. 


A globe-shaped, white skinned turnip, which is exceedingly productive; very early and particularly 
Early Snowball. adapted for family or market use. Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; Y% I\b., 20c; Ib., 50c. 


, The standard for this part of the country 
Purple Top Strap Leaved. for late planting. Round, flat, good sized, 
small top, good flavor. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10¢; %4 Ib., 20c; lb., 50c; 5 Ibs. or 
more, not prepaid, 35c Ib. . 


W : - An early garden variety of excellent quality. 
Early hite Flat Dutch. Good ‘size and tender. PRICE: Packet, 5c; 
oz., 10c; % Ib., 20c; Ib., 50e. 


= » All the table varieties of turnips mixed in eee propor- 
Mixed Turni Ss. tions. A desirable mixture for family use. PRICE: Packet, 
5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 20c; Ib., 60c. 


Rutabagas 


P 1 T A large early sort of fine quality. Roots globe-shaped, skin 

urp e op. purplish red aboye ground and yellow below; flesh yellow; necks 

phi An excellent variety in every way. PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 22c; Purple Top Globe. 
+, 90C. 


This grand, new distinct form of rutabaga is, we believe, 
2) et Monarch. by far the best of all. The bulbs are of tankard shape, 
\€ with very small neck, skin dark red above ground and yellow below, fine 
grained and best quality. Only variety succeeding on our prairie soil. 
PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 lb., 20c; Ib., 50c; 5 Ibs. or more, not 
prepaid, at 35c. 


bs Very solid, fine quality, valuable for the 
Improved American. table and for feeding stock; good shape; 


smooth skin, small neck; keeps well; a choice strain. PRICE: Packet, 
5e; oz., 10c; % lb., 20ce; lb., 45c; 5 Ibs. or more, not prepaid, at 30e. 


W 2 Large size, oval form and very solid; 
hite Sweet German. flesh pure white and sweet. The 


best keeping variety. PRICE: Packet, 5c; 0oz., 10c; % Ilb., 20c; Ib., 50c;3 
5 Ibs. or more, not prepaid, at 35c. 


Carter’s Imp. Hardy Swede. Large size, excellent quali- 


: ty and immense yielder. 
s PRICE: Packet, 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 20c; Ib., 40c; 5 Ibs. or more, not 
=“ prepaid, 25c. 


Hoodenville, Tll., March 22, 1912. Buckhannon, W. Va., Feb. 28, 1911. 
Gentlemen: The seed arrived and I am well pelased with Gentlemen: I received the two bags of seed this morn- 
them. They could not have*been better. Very truly, ing and it is all satisfactory. W. J. DOLAN. 


J. E. HOOPUGARNS. 
Perdum, Nebr., Jan. 14, 1911. 


Sheboygabm, Wis., May 138, 1912. Gentlemen: My seeds I ordered and received from you 
Gentlemen: I received my seed and I thank you ever so last year gave me the best results. Very truly, 
much. They were fine. Very truly, BE. J. WEISBOOD. 


P. HAMMERMUELLEN. 
. Saverrah, April 10, 1911. 
Vinalhaven, Maine, March 21, 1911. Gentlemen: The seeds which I ordered from you, de- 
Gentlemen: I wish to say the seeds arrived all right layed in transit, have arrived and are sure fine. Thanks 
and were fine. Very truly, R. T. CARVER. for tracing same. Yours truly, $:)'C. RECTOR. 
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A Very Select List of Flower Seed 


We are pleased to offer a very choice list of the most popular and easily grown flower seeds. They are all strictly fresh 
and first-class and the best obtainable. We know you will be pleased with them, as they will undoubtedly prove a thing of 
joy and beauty. We urge every farmer (under the supervision and efficient assistance of the good wives), to plant and 
adorn the home with flowers. It will pay in more ways than one. We regret that we cannot illustrate every one of the va- 
rieties we list, but space forbids. Many varieties that: are usually listed separately we have included in a single package un- 
der the name of mixed varieties. The pleasure resulting from a large and varied collection of flowers will amply repay for the 
time and labor used. The grade and varieties we handle are of the best, so we cannot make any great cut on prices, filling 
the packages as we do. We can guarantee you great value for the money, and know you will be fully satisfied if you pass 
us your order. Our list contains the up-to-date varieties. ; 

For $1.00 you may select seeds in pkts. amounting to $1.25, For $2.00 you may select Seeds in pkts. amounting to $2.50. 
For $3.00 you may select seeds in pkts. amounting to $3.75. For $4.00 you may select seeds In pkts. amounting to $5.00. 


Asters 


Of our long list of flowers grown from seed there is now none more popular and generally satisfactory than the aster, and 
during the past few years it has grown greatly in the public esteem, owing to the great improvements which have been made. 
For late summer and fall display it has no equal, owing to the rich colors of 
its perfectly double flowers, its numerous forms and free blooming. The 
newer varieties specially are of great beauty. Ask for special circular on 
How to Grow Asters. 


? Decidedly the earliest flowering Aster, be- 
Bland s Early June. ing a week to two weeks earlier than Queen 


of the Market. Flowers of good size, pure white and continuous bloomers. 
The stems are long. Pkt., 15c. 


Queen of the Market. Earliest of all execu the above. Dwarf 


Mixed colors. 5e. 


: Another very early sort, of erect 
Express Comet Mixed. habit; branching white rose and blue 
mixed. Pkt., 15c. 


(See cut No. 1.)—A truly royal flower, not only in 
Royal Purple. sturdy character of the plant, but also in the great 
size and substance of the bloom, and the imperial richness of color in the 
flower. Of branching type. Pkt., 10c. c 


C ® (No. 2.)—A type of branching aster, producing im- 

Crimson King. mense large flowers of shining crimson _ shade, 

_ on strong, upright stems. Unexcelled as a show flower, either in beds or as 
cut flowers. Pkt., lec. 


(No. 3.)—A beautiful and distinct variety and the best 
Snowball. white; of refined and faultless form and very freely pro- 
ductive. Fine for pot culture. Pkt., 1l5c. 


Daybreak. {N@.., #5, barge 


intensely 
double and covering the plant in pro- 
fusion. Color a beautiful light sea 
shell pink. Flowers medium early and 
continuously. Branching. Pkt., 10c. 
(No. 5.)—The center of 
Crown. each flower white, sur- 
rounded by a broad margin of color— 
crimson, rose, violet, etc.; flowers are 
large, freely produced. Beautiful and 
showy. Mixed colors. Pkt., 5c. 


Marvel (No. 6.)—A most charm- 


ing new variety from 
Germany. Flower large and petals pure white, 
beautifully striped with a band of blue, red, 
pink, lilac or some other distinct color down the Asters. 
center of each. A very brilliant and showy 
flower. Pkt., 15c. 


Semple’s Branching. Powers, ,are 


large and dou- 
ble, borne on large, stiff stems. Mixed colors. 
Pkt.;. 6c. 

C Shape differs from all 
Giant Comet. others, resembling the 
Japanese chrysanthemum. The flowers are from 
3 to 4% inches in diameter, perfectly double. 


We can furnish this variety in white, crimson, 
light blue and mixed colors. Each per pkt., 10e. 
FINE MIXED. Embracing a great many 
varieties and colors. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 
Lady Slippers or Touch-Me-Not. 
These are old favorites with everyone, owing 
to their handsome double flowers, brilliant col- 
ors and stately growth. Half-hardy annuals. 
| Double, very 
Camelia, Flowered. Durie: . very 
and variegated with white mixed. PRICE: 


5c. FINE MIXED. Finest varieties and colors, 
Balsam. mixed. PRICE: 5c. 
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Flowers 
These are like Asters, 


Double Camelia, Flowered.  22°8°.27° Pie Asters: 


Peas, one of our specialties, which we sell to the best trade all 
over the country, and we know that our seed will produce fine, 
large, double flowers in great abundance. 


2 2 (Snapdragon). Gaily colored flowers. 
Antirrhinum Choice mixed. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 

? It is a beauty, the national flow- 
Bachelor s Buttons. er of Germany, and a great favor- 
ite in all parts of the old country. An unique little plant, form- 
ing a dense mass of foliage, over which are borne hundreds: of 
lovely blue blossoms, beautifully fringed and serrated. Hardy an- 
nuals; two to three feet high. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 

Cc Stately and highly ornamental foliage plants, growing 
anna. from five to ten feet high, and forming a most beauti- 


ful object for the lawn or large circular beds. Mixed, all colors. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


Valuable plants for large beds or borders, and 
Algeratum. very useful where cut flowers are in demand; 


Candytuft. in bloom the whole summer; also good for winter blooming in pots; 
Succ eane, in any soil. Indispensable for bouquets. Hardy an- 
nuals. 


FINE MIXED. 13-inch. PRICE: 5c. 
ADONIS. Scarlet flower; best mixture. Pkt., 5c. 


Calceolaria. Mixed colors. PRICE: Pkt., 10c. 
Very ornamental garden plants of easiest culture; hardy biennial, 214 
Canterbury Bells. feet high, producing large, bell-shaped flowers of exquisite colors. 
Fine mixed. PRICE: Pkt., de. 
Cc ti n The finest of the Pink family, very fragrant. Our seed is unsurpassed. Finest 
armatiom. mixed, the best greenhouse variety. PRICE: “Pkt., 10c. 
Cin 5 As will be seen by the illustration from a single plant the Cineraria is a wonder 
ineraria. for wealth of bloom and symmetry of form. 
LARGE FLOWERING MIXED. PRICE: Pkt., 10c. x 
s A beautiful climber with delicate, dark green foliage, and an abundance of 
Cypress Vine. bright star-shaped scarlet and white blossoms, which, in the bright 
sunshine, is.a mass of beauty. Mixed colors. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 
D = (Bells Perennis). Will make young, strong plants to carry over winter, with protection, 
aisy and blooms very early in the spring. 
FINE DOUBLE MIXED. Six-inch. Pkt., 5c. 


° 3 A most charming variety of this handsome little flower. Don’t 
New Giant Snowball. fail to give little beauty a fair trial, and it will be sure to please 
you. PRICE: Per pkt., 10c. 


Dahlia Everyone knows and admires the Double Dahlia, but few are aware that it can be grown so easily from seed, and 
¢ flowers the first season. 
DOUBLE MIXED. Finest varieties, two to four feet. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 
Fox-Glove (Digitalis). Showy for backgrounds and borders and are very beautiful when planted among _ shrubs. 
Thrives in any ordinary garden soil. Fine mixed colors... PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 
Dianthus (Pink.) The China and Japan Pinks are deservedly very popular, as few flowers can equal them in beauty and 
profusion of bloom. 


Chinese (Bouble Chinese Pink.) A splendid mixture; one of the finest varieties; one foot. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 
FANCY MIXED. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


C d t ft (Iberis). .Among the most useful of perfectly hardy annuals. Will 
an ¥ u grow in any soil, requires no care, and produces neat clusters of flow- 


ers very freely. 


E ress A beautiful, pure white variety of branching habit, producing trusses of 
mp e flowers. We can recommend this for a fine bed of early white flowers. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c. . 

FINE MIXED. Including many colors. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


© s Bright golden flowers, rich velvety and orange colors in choicest mix- 
Calliopsis. ture. PRICE: Pkt. 5c. 


Cox b A class of very magnificent, attractive and showy annuals, producing 
comp. massive heads of rich shades and colors, of great effect in the garden 
or in plots. Well adapted to our climate, as they will stand drouth well. 

FINEST MIXED. ~All colors; 2 feet. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


Cc s MAMMOTH PERFECTION. Seed sown in April or May and transplanted 
Osmos to open ground will produce plants five or six feet high by September, and 
from then till November will be covered with 
hundreds of blossoms three inches across, re- 
sembling single dahlias. All colors, mixed. 
PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


a : G A choice mixture 
sorts. PRICE: Pkt., 4c. 
Well known garden 
F orget-Me-Not. favorites. Flowers 
freely from seed the first summer. Blue, sky- 
blue, white, mixed. PRICE:  ‘Pkt., 5c. 


(Climbing). These curious and 

Gourds interesting plants should be more 

auBely. grown. All varieties mixed. PRICE: 
t., 5c. 


> (Marvel of Peru). Everyone knows this 

Four O'Clock favorite annual. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 
A handsome plant, with striking and 
Chrysanthemum. brilliant flowers, blooming till late in 
the autumn, when it is in full glory; producing double and single 
flowers of various shades; very attractive for bouquets and vases. 
Sometimes called “Painted Daisies.’”’ Hardy annuals. Single An- 


nual, mixed. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. Crimson and Double Annual, } 
Carnation. mixed colors. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. Heliotrope. 
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e Started early this favorite flower can be preduced from the seed, and will flower 
Geranium. the first season. Finest mixed. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


G ll di (Annual varieties). Very showy garden annuals, 1 to 2 feet high. Grown in masses 
allardla. they are specially effective; large flowers, 2 to 3 inches across, produced from early 
summer until frost; unrivaled for cutting. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


H li t A well-known, profuse flowering and deliciously fragrant plant that everyone 
€110 rope. loves. Splendid for bedding or pot culture. Can be easily raised from seed, but 
should be started early in the house. Half hardy perennial. 

FINE MIXED. Choicest varieties-mixed; 18-inch. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


om Dies (Finest Mixed). Hardy plants about one foot high, of extreme richness and 
Sweet William variety of color, and also deliciously sweet-scented. Our mixture is of the 
large flowered strain and contains many bright and beautiful colors and markings, PRICE: Pkt., 
5e: 


S fl ' Some varieties of this well known plant are very ornamental, and are effective in 
untriower. proper situations in shubbery borders or as screens. PRICE: Pkt., 10c. = 
H ll h k All our seeds of this beautiful plant have been saved from the finest and largest & 
oO y OCKS. double flowers only, and will produce flowers extremely double and in the best, £ 
brightest and most charming colors. Sow early. Double. PRICE: Pkt., 5c; single, pkt., 5c. 


Hibi Robust garden annuals; large saucer-shaped flowers of creamy yellow, with purple 
IDISCUS. Center; two feet. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


° Ou : Giant summer-flowering hyacinth of robust growth, producing 
Hiacinthus Candicans. spikes three feet long, of white bell-shaped flowers, five feet. PRICE: Pit. voce: 
if Pl t Pretty summer annual trailer for vases and rockwork; leaves covered with ice-like drops. Much used in 
ce ant. Europe for garnishing; half foot. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


L k (Delphinium). Plants of great beauty, richness and endless variety of 
ar spur colors, with great duration and profusion of bloom. 
DOUBLE FINE MIXED. Many yarieties and colors. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


Latana Rapid growing, constant blooming, tender perennial plants for pot cul- 
° ture in the winter or garden decorations in the summer; clusters of 


flowers, orange, white, pink, etc.; two to three feet. Mixed colors. PRICE: Pkt., 10c 


y sie Mari old (Tagetes). A free-flowering plant of easy culture, with double flow- 
~~ fi Dh g ers of rich and beautiful colors, producing a splendid effect, vrhether 
(Wies\, GES V4 planted in beds or borders, and continuing in beauty until destroyed by frost. Half- 


ry 4 hardy annuals. 


AFRICAN MIXED. Best double colors; two feet. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


DOUBLE FRENCH MIXED. Yellow, brown and crimson, beautifully, striped; one 
foot. PRICE: Pkt., 5c. 


= (Reseda Oldorato). This fragrant little plant is probably the most 
Mignonette popular annual grown. If the plants are thinned out they will 
grow stronger and produce larger spikes of flowers. 
See eo SCENTED (Odorato). The old variety, very fragrant; one foot. PRICE: 

Hn Os 

MIGNONETTE. MIXED. Many varieties. Pkt., 5c. 


Morning Glories (Fine Mixed). A mixture of the old varieties. "Pkt., 4c, 
Moon Flower (Finest Mixed). Pkt., 5c. 
rg 


s (Dwarf). One of our showiest and most popular annuals, form- 
dee Nasturtium ing compact plants, making gorgeous masses of rich colored ond 
: brilliant flowers. PkKt., 5c. 
KING OF TOM THUMBS. Pkt., 5c. 
FINEST MIXED. Pkt., 5c. 
FINEST MIXED TALL NASTURTIUM, Pkt., 5c. 


P n ((Heartease). The pansy is the most popular of all flowers grown 
a sy from seed. It is everywhere popular, both for the brilliant beauty of 
its flowers and the long continuation of bloom. 

FAUST OR KING OF THE BLACK. Pkt., 5c. 

WHITE OR SNOW QUEEN. Pkt., 5c. 

FINE MIXED. Pkt., 5c. 


Petunias Indispensable flowering plants for both garden and pot culture, 

Wes f\ is AES eso * flowering continuously. They flower in a few weeks’ time from 
: Wy, Aad seed. Height about one foot. 

5 SINGLE, FINE MIXED. Pkt., 5c. 

ALBA. Pkt., 5c. 

FINE MIXED. Pkt., 5c. 

DRUMMONDI. Pkt., 8c. 


P tul ca PORTULACA, In brilliancy and beauty of colors Portulacas 
or a e are unrivaled. They delight in sunny situations and light soils, 
where they rapidly carpet the ground. 

FINEST SINGLE MIXED. Pkt., 5c. 
: DOUBLE ROSE, FLOWERED MIXED. 
>kt., 6c. 

pst (Castor Oil. Bean). Orna- 
Ricinus mental plant of stately 
growth and picturesque foliage, with bril- 
liant colored fruit, producing a sub-tropi- 
cal effect; fine for lawns. 


Zanzibarensis. The largest castor 


bean in cultivation. 


An entirely new class from Africa, with 
leaves often measuring two feet across, 
some being liguc green, others bronze brown. 
Pits i n6c. 


FINE MIXED. The best and choicest va- 
rieties mixed. Pkt., 5e. 


Wallflower Greatly prized for their 


exquisite fragrance. 
They grow in long, brilliant colored spikes 
of flowers. There are many varieties, 
Plants removed to pots in autumn will pro- 
duce an abundance of delightfully fragrant 
flowers. ED at es 


Ratekin’s Double Hollyhocks. DOUBLE VARIETIES MIXED. Pkt., 10c. Double Portulaca. 


_ Lees, * 
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SALPIGLOSSIS. 


One of the most beautiful of flowering annuals, forming strong, bushy plants about eighteen inches high, bearing through- 
out the season large flowers three to four inches across, of many beautiful colors. Sometimes called Painted Tube Tongue. 
s » Much larger than the common Salpiglossis. The surface is soft and velvety and wealth of color 

New Variveined. marvelous. 'The colors range from pure white to dark yellow, dark red and purplish black, in- 
eluding light and dark blue, velvety plum color, maroon, crimson, dark brown, golden and lemon yellow, white, dark, pur- 
ple. black, brilliant scarlet, with all the shades between beautifully veined and mottled. Blooms all summer and till frost. 


Pkt., 5c. 
SALVIA. 


S 1 d One of the most brilliant of flowers. It thrives in any light, rich soil; often called flowering sage. Free 
p enadens. bloomers. Brilliant searlet. Is very fine. One of the’ most satisfactory of all bedding plants. Pkt., 10c. 
M C N Pp Dwarf, free blooming sort. Much earlier than Splendens; brighter color. Nothing makes such 

rs. ° e age. a brilliant show as a bed of Salvia; is specially fine for bordering canna beds. Offered in seed 
for first time. Pkt., 20c. 


STOCKS. 


Sometimes called Gilliflowers. These popular flowers are easily grown, and _are so highly fragrant and of such great 
beauty, and have so many good qualities that they deserve a place in every garden. They should be given good rich soil to grow in 
and will reward good treatment with remarkable pyramids of bloom. : 

W 2 (Princess Alice or Cut and Come Again). Strong growth, of fine branching habit, and if sown 

Perpetual hite. early will bloom from May to November. Flowers very large and pure white; the more they are 
eut the better they like it. Deliciously fragrant. Pkt., 10c. : os 8 ly 

s A mixture of colors of the continuous blooming types of perpetual stocks. plendid selection of 

Perpetual Mixed. seed; choicest strains. Pkt., 10c. 


Most popular flower with our German customers. Our mixture contains 


Large Flowering Dwarf German. a great variety of colors. Pkt., 5c. 


Choice New Spencer Sweet Peas. 


Noted for their distinct markings. Flowers are large, beautifully waved 

and fluted on the standards, with well waved wings. 

$ s ° THE LARGEST AND BEST LAVENDER 
The Marjorie Ratekin. SPENCER SWEET PEA YET INTRO- 
DUCED. The flowers are truly magnificent and of immense size. The stand- 
ard is unusually large and bold, pronouncedly waved, yet standing 3 
erect and broad, frequently measuring two inches across. The 
color is a soft, clear, rich lavender, which is enlivened by a very 
fair sheen of rose pink. 

The large, well-spread wings are of the same coloring, frilled 
and well waved. It is practically a self color and bunches beauti- 
fully attracting universal admiration. The plant is extremely robust 
in growth, flowering most. profusely. The stout stems measure 
twelve to fourten inches in length, and a large proportion bear four 
well placed flowers. PRICE: Pkt., 15c; 2 pkts for 25c, postpaid. 

APPLE BLOSSOM SPENCER. Rose and bush-pink, beauti- 
fully waved. Pkt., 10c; oz., 30e¢; %4 lb., $1.00. 

BLACK KNIGHT SPENCER. Rich, deep maroon, very large. 
Pkt., 10c; 0z., 50c; %4 Ib., $1.50. 

COUNTESS SPENCER. A lovely clear pink, shading deeper 
at the edges, the original of this type. 

FLORENCE MORSE SPENCER. Delicate blush, with pink margin, a charm- 
ingly beautiful flower of very large size. 

HELEN LEWIS (Orange Countess). Brilliant crimson-orange, wings organge- 
rose. ; 

KING EDWARD SPENCER. Bright crimson-scarlet. Magnificent in size and 
color. Pkt., 10c; oz., 50c; % Ib., $1.50. 


MRS. ROUTZAHN SPENCER. Soft chamois_pink, a beautiful shade, and 
charming as a cut flower.. Pkt., 10c; oz., 50c; %4 Ib., $1.50. 
PRIMROSE SPENCER. The largest and finest primrose-yellow. 


WHITE SPENCER. A pure, wavy white of enormous size and splendid sub- 
stance; long, strong stems. 


PRICE: Any of the above, except where noted, 10 per pkt.,'20c per oz.: 50¢e % Ib. 


BLANCHE FERRY. Pkt., 
5e; 0z., 15c; Ib., 50c. 

BLANCHE BURPEE, Pkt., 
5¢; 02Z., 15c; Ib., 50c. 

ECKFORD MIXTURE. By mail post- 
paid: Per lb., 55c; % 1b., 30c; % Ib., 15¢; - 
oz., 10c;' pkt., large size, 5c. 

COUNTESS OF RADNOR. Pkt., 5c; 
0z., 10c; % Ib., 25c. 

CUPID. Pkt., 5c; oz. 10c; % Ib., 25c. 

BARGAIN MIXTURES OF SWEET 
PEAS. Lb., 30c; % Ib., 12c; pkt., 5c. 

EMILY HENDERSON. Pkt., 5c; 0Z., 
10c; % Ib., 20c. 


EMILY ECKFORD, Pkt., 3 5 ; 
ese, BOo. 5¢e; 0Z., 10¢; 

EXTRA EARLY BLANCHE FERRY. 
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 4 Ib., 20c. 

MAID OF HONOR. Pkt., 5e; oz, 8c: 
% |b., 15c; Ib., 45c% ° 

WILHELMINA. Pkt., 5e; oz, 10e; % 
Ib., 15c Ib., 45ce. 5 ' 

LADY PENZANCE.  Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 
¥Y%, \b., 20c; lb., 50c. 

NEW DWARF OR BONFIRE (Large 
eae Flowering Scarlet Sage.) Pkt., 10c. 
White Spencer. § FANCY MIXED. Pkt., 5c; oz., 8c; % 

- Ib., 15¢; lb., 50c, postpaid. 


The Marjorie Ratekin. 
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Planet Jr. Tools for 1913 


We have not the space to show the whole of the Planet, Jr., line, but will send a descriptive catalogue free on application. 
All Wheel Hoes for 1913 will be fitted with steel frames. This is a great improvement, as it adds largely to their durability 
and lasting qualities. By sending your orders to us you can rely upon getting bottom prices. 


Planet, Jr., No. 4. 


COMBINED SEED DRILL, 

SINGLE WHEEL HOE, CUL- 
TIVATOR AND PLOW. 

PRICE, $10.50. 

AS A DRILL ONLY, $8.50. 
This is the most popular 

combined tool made. It 

s combines in a single imple- 


RN 


= SSS 


ment a first-class hill-dropping seeder, a single wheel hoe or 
weeder, a cultivator and a plow. The hopper holds two 
quarts of seed, which can be sown in continuous rows, or 
dropped in hills at 4, 6, 8, 12 or 24 inches apart. 

The drill is detached and the tool frame substituted by 
removing but one bolt. It then becomes a single wheel hoe. 
It is useful almost every day of the season at every stage 
of the garden work. With this one implement the small 
farmer can do practically all the work in his small crops. 


Planet, Jr., No. 1. 


- COMBINED DRILL 

SEEDER, WHEEL HOE, 
- CULTIVATOR AND PLOW. 
PRICE, $9.00. 


_ This tool is known and used the world over, and except- 
ing our hill and drill seeders is the most perfect drill known. 
The hopper holds three pints, and sows in an even, regular 
stream, whether there is much or little seed in it. The ma- 
chine is extremely simple, has no agitators, belts or gear- 
ing, and will not injure any seed. 

From a drill it is changed to its other uses by removing 
two bolts, when hoes, cultivator teeth or plows can be 
quickly attached. It is a practical everyday time and labor 
saver, a grand remedy for the backache, and the best low- 
priced combined machine on the market. 


Planet, Jr., No. 12. 


DOUBLE WHEEL HOE, 
CULTIVATOR AND PLOW. 
PRICE, $6.50. 

FITTED WITH STEEL FRAME. 
Two acres a day can easily 
be worked with this imple- 
ment, and when it is done it 
will be a better job than 


three men could have done in the same time with hand hoes. 
The No. 12 runs either astride or between the rows; kills all 
the weeds and leaves the earth in fine shape. Then, too, 
it's so easy to work. Twelve-year-old girls work gardens 
with them with ease and success. 

The No. 12 has a pair of 6-inch hoes, a pair of plows for 
opening or covering, and a set of four all steel cultivator 
teeth. The tools shown are what gardeners use most, and 
others can be added as wanted. 


Planet, Jr., No. 25. 


COMBINED HILL AND DRILL 

SEEDER, DOUBLE WHEEL 

HOE CULTIVATOR 
AND PLOW. 


PRICE, $13.00. 


This new combined machine is intended for gardeners 
who have a large enough acreage in crops for a Double 
Wheel Hoe to be used to good advantage and prefer not to 
buy separate machines. 

As a drill it is almost identical with the Planet, Jr., 
No. 4 Drill, and is thoroughly substantial and accurate in 
sowing all kinds of garden seeds in hills or drills. 

As a Wheel Hoe it is practically the same as the Planet, 
J., No. 12 Double Wheel Hoe, the very best machine on the 
market. The change from Drill to Wheel Hoe takes but a 
moment, and the whole combination is one we can heartily 
recommend and guarantee satisfactory. 

EN 


dX | Planet, Jr., No. 14. 


DOUBLE WHEEL DISC HOE, 
CULTIVATOR AND PLOW. 


PRICE, $7.50. 


FITTED WITH STEEL 
FRAMES. 


This new tool will give excellent satisfaction; is espe- 
cially pleasing to all who work peat lands. There are three 
oil tempered discs on each side. 

The set of prong cultivator teeth are constructed on en- 
tirely new lines, and will be found invaluable in general cul- 
tivation. 

The plows are the regular Planet, Jr., model and are 
continually valuable for furrowing, covering and plowing. 

All Planet, Jr., Wheel Hoes are fitted with Steel Frames. 


Planet, Jr., No. 17. 


SINGLE WHEEL HOE, CULTI- 
VATOR AND PLOW. 


PRICE, $4.50. y 
FITTED WITH STEEL FRAME. @& 


\ 


Gama. 
For easy gardening, and at the same time clean and 
perfect gardening, the kind that will make your garden the 
talk of the neighborhood and cause your face to glow with 
honest pride. Nothing is quite the equal of this No. 17 Sin- 
gle Wheel Hoe. It is suited to all kinds of garden cultivation 
and all garden crops. You can do more and better hoeing 
with it in one day than you can do in three days with a 
hand hoe. The No. 17 has a pair of 6-inch hoes, a plow and 
a set of cultivator teeth, and outfit sufficient for most gar- 
den work. Other attachments can be added at any time. 
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NURSERY DEPARTMENT 


Hardy, Iron-clad Productive Fruits, Ornamental Trees 
Shrubs, Climbing Vines, Roses, Etc. 
THERE IS MONEY IN FRUIT RAISING EVERYWHERE. 


Why Not Plant Orchards? Realize the Wonderful Resources and Possibilities that 
Your Home Affords. 


s It is with a sense of pride and thanksgiving that we look back upon our last year’s 
1 oO Our Patrons. achievements and we wish to extend our hearty thanks to our many friends and customers 
for the hundreds of letters we have received praising our way of doing business, and the trees we send out. We 
wish also to thank our friends for their hearty co-operation in helping us to get orders by sending us lists of the fruit 
growers in their section and the way they praised our Trees to their friends. 


» MORE THAN TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, soon after we engaged in the seed business, we begun to receive in- 
quiries from our patrons with regard to some good, reliable nursery. Through these inquiries we learned of the many 
fakes practiced on the unsuspecting purchaser by tree agents and peddlers, and were not slow to comprehend that a 
nursery business founded on the basis of AN HONEST, “SQUARE DEAL” could be handled to the mutual advantage of 
our customers and ourselves, thus suppiving FIRST-CLASS NURSERY STOCK AT LIVING PRICES. 


In view of these conditions the RATEKIN NURSERIES were started, our desire being to furnish our pa- 
trons and the trade with trees, shrubs and plants direct from Grower to Planter at a much less and cheaper 
price, and of a very superior grade and quality in every respect than that ordinarily sold over the country by tree 
agents and canvassers who go about the country with a plate book, showing nice pictures and a blank order book 
claiming to represent some reputable nursery firm, but who afterward, when they get a bunch of orders, go to 
some nursery who are closing out their remnants and inferior stock at job lot prices, and fiom this stock pur- 
chase and fill your orders. 

Last year was one of the greatest of all in the history of our nursery business. We had over a million FRUIT 
TREES alone to dispose of, three times the amount we sold the year before, but we were sold out long before spring 
and were compelled to turn down several hundred orders. We lay this wonderful achievement of success to the 
hearty co-operation we received from our customers. We had to work against the agents, who have tried every 
means in their power to retard our trade. We have also had to work against other catalogue firms, some of 
whom have tried to beat our price on cheap and inferior stock. WE HAVE ALWAYS TRIED TO DO A STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD, HONEST BUSINESS AND DELIVER TO OUR CUSTOMERS THE BEST TREES MONEY, TIME 
AND GOOD CONDITIONS COULD PRODUCE DIRECT FROM OUR NURSERIES AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE 
COST, AND WE ARE MORE THAN PLEASED TO KNOW OUR WORK HAS NOT BEEN IN VAIN, THAT IT HAS 
BEEN APPRECIATED BY OUR CUSTOMERS, AND THEY ARE OUR BEST ADVERTISING AGENTS. If YOU 
have never dealt with us all we ask is that you give us a trial order. 


>» Shenandoah and the Nishnabotna Valley, where our nurseries are located, have long been acknowledged by fruit 
growers and authorities in general to be the finest section in the United States in which to grow and propagate 
FRUIT TREES and Nursery Stock. Our soil is peculiarly adapted for the production of high-grade stock, yielding 
abundant nourishment, but not forcing growth, as is the case in many sections. Our climate, too, is the best 
suited to make nursery stock sturdy and strong. Our cold but not too severe winters hardens the fibers of the 
wood in a way that is impossible in milder latitudes. The stock grown in our nurseries is all of a solid and firm 
texture with an abundance of fibrous roots, so necessary in transplanting. Our patrons therefore have greater suc- 
cess planting our trees than those who plant trees that have because of climate conditions made a more rank, 
spongy growth. 
We have this year over 2,000,000 FRUIT TREES, besides the Ornamental Trees, Roses, Shrubs and Small 
Fruit to offer to our customers. This, among all other years in our experience, has been the most ideal grow- 
ing year, and our stocks are extra fine. 


: I have been interested in what has been printed in The R. N.-Y. in regard to buy- 
Nursery Agents and Trees. ing from agents. There are two classes of tree canvassers, the unreliable fellows 
who go through the country taking orders for trees and then buying the cullings of the nurseries to fill their orders with, and 
the men who actually represent reliable nurseries. This latter class has done a great deal in promoting the planting of fruit 
trees, and the only difficulty is that they must have larger prices than the nursery will sell direct for, since their “traveling 
expenses and delivery costs must be met. One who is familiar with the nursery trade and knows just where the best trees of 
certain kinds are grown—for there is a great difference in the product of different nurseries in certain kinds of trees, as the 
adaptation of soil and climate for the different trees varies—will always know just where to get what he wants and will be 
posted on prices. But the farmers all over the country are completely unfamiliar with the growing of nursery stock and know 
nothing about the methods of the various nurseries or their prices, and hence the traveling agent gets big prices from them. 


Some years ago a man with whom I was well acquainted was selling fruit trees, and like many of the men engaged in the 
business knew nothing practically about the trees or the varieties he was selling and simply believed what he was told to say 
about them. He was perfectly honest and anxious to sell, and came to me one fall, knowing that I was about to buy some 
fruit trees, and begged me to give him the order. I told him that I knew just where to get the few trees I wanted, and that 
I could get them for a good deal less money than he could afford to supply them. He asked me to give him a list of what I 
wanted and he would price it for me. I told him I would give him the list and would send also to the nursery where I 
intended to buy and have them price me a duplicate list, and when that list came I would be ready to see his prices. When my 
list was returned from the nursery the little order was priced at $18. My agent friend came in and I asked him for his list. 
He gave it to me, saying that he had put the plants as low as he possibly could, and lower than he was charging all around 
me. 3His prices summed up $40, and I never saw a man so astonished as he was when I showed him the duplicate list from a 
first-class nursery for $18. There is just the point with all traveling salesmen for any of the nurseries. They may sell good 
trees, but their prices are entirely too high.—(From Rural Néw Yorker, Oct. 21st.) W. F. Massey, Maryland. 
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Read My Free Delivery Offer 


I pay the freight or express on all orders. for Fruit and Ornamental Trees where orders amount to $10.00 and over; and en 
all orders for small fruit, Shrubs, Climbing Vines, Roses, Strawberry Plants, etc., where orders amount to $5.00 and over, tu 
your nearest railroad station or express office anywhere in the United States. 


This is My Free Will Offering for 1913, the Most Lib- 
eral Offer Ever Made. No more worrying about express 
charges, no mcre hold-ups by..agents. We place ourselves at 
your door. You are dealing with the grower direct. 

You know the exact cost of the goods and are insured of 
quick delivery. 

My nursery business is growing. Last year showed an 
increase of 40 per cent over any previous year. 

My customers are enthusiastic over the quality of stock I 
have been sending them. They have been writing me Ict- 
ters of praise on the merits of my Fruits and Ornament2! 
Trees, Shrubs, Roses and Climbing Vines. In fact, everything 
I grow, telling me how thrifty and hardy the stock appeared, 
how well it stood severe drouth, and it made me feel. good— 
so good that I am going to make the biggest, best, most lib- 
eral offer ever made. 

I want to introduce our stock in every section of the 
country East to West, North to South. I want every one 
who has a garden or a home to plant a few of my Hardy, 
Ironclad Fruit Trees, Bushes or Shrubs and to meet you half 
way I am willing to place myself at your door and pay al! 
freight or express as stated above. 


Why You Gain By My Free Delivery 


Off You know the exact cost of the goods you buy. 
er. It insures quick delivery. You get our high- 
grade stock cheaper than ordinary, inferior grades gold by 
tree peddlers and agents. It saves you money. It saves 
you worry. There are no holdups between the grower and 
the planter. No excessive charges. We assume the respon- 
sibility for safe delivery. 


We guarantee safe arrival of all 
Our Guarantee. goods to any express or freight of- 


fice in the United States in first-class condition. Should 
they be otherwise we will replace immediately. 

WE REPLACE ANY TREES WHICH FAIL TO LIVE 
at one-half the current ‘‘Each’’ price, provided trees have 
been properly planted and cared for 

WE GUARANTEE TREES TRUE TO NAME, and use 
the utmost care to avoid mistakes, but should any prove un- 
true to label we will, upon proper proof, replace trees free; 
but are liable no further. Our liberal treatment of our cus- 
tomers during the past quarter of a century is our best guar- 
antee for the future. ‘ 

THE PRICES are for the quantities named, but six, fifty 
and five hundred will be supplied at twelve, hundred and 
thousand rates, respectively, i. e., six at half the price of 
twelve; fifty at half price of one hundred, and so on. 

ALL OUR SHIPMENTS OF TREES will be accompanied 
by Certificate of Inspection of the State or Government 
Entomologists. Good stock, true to name, sold direct to the 
planter at reasonable prices is our aim. 

BE FREE TO WRITE us for any information not found 
in this catalogue on a separate sheet of paper from your order, as your letter goes to the office and your order to the mail 
order department. Always be free to write. We like to hear from our friends and customers, _ 

NURSERY STOCK BY MAIL. To accommodate our patrons who do not get their mail at railroad towns, and to save ex- 
press on small orders of roses, shrubs, small fruits, etc., we have a Mail Department, but we shall only mail the following 
kinds of stock, in order running from 50 cents to $2.00: Dewberries, raspberries, blackberries, currants, Juneberries, goose- 
berries, Strawberries, Rocky Mountain cherry, grapes, roses, shrubs, climbing plants, seedling evergreens, bulbs. In remit- 
ting don’t fail to add to the price in the list at the rate of 20 cents for each $1.00 of order to pay postage. If your order is 
50 cents send us 60 cents; if $1.00 send us $1.20, etc. Small stock can be sent just as safely by mail as by express. 


Location, Planting and Care. 


DRIED UP TREES. In case trees arrive a little dry from delay on railroad, as will sometimes occur, bury the trees, root 
and branch, in moist soil and in two or three days the whole lot w:. be found bright and fresh, and in proper condition for 
setting. ‘ 

LOCATION. The best is a northern exposure, and rich -"~und better than low ground. A southern exposure is the poorest. 

PREPARATION CF Tt'E SOIL. Prepare a rich, deep b..« of mellow soil and have the land sufficiently drained to relieve 
the roots from standing water. To insure a fine growth land should be in as good condition as is required for a crop of corn, 
wheat or potatoes. 2 ‘ ; 

SOIL. A clay sub-soil is best. If you do not have a clay sub-soil mulch heavily to keep the ground moist and cool. 

PLANTING. Before planting cut roots and tops back vigorously. Hither dip roots in thin mud before planting, or pour 
in plentifully of water when the hole is about one-half full. Holes for trees should be large and deep. . : 

HOW TO SET. Sift some fine, rich soil among roots, two or three inches deep, tamp the ground firm, throw in more 
soil and tamp again. Repeat until hole is nearly full—make the ground very firm, The last soil thrown in leave loose. 
Put no manure in the hole. De ~ t heap the dirt up, but leave the hole basin-shaped. 

MULCHING. If you cannot cultivate trees often use lots of mulch. Put on thick for three or four feet out from the 
trees, but not within three or four inches of the trees. ‘ f ‘ y ‘ 

SEND LARGE BILLS FOR PRICING. In some cases and in some lines we are able to give a special discount. We will 
give you as much for your money as any nursery. Ack 

Always Write Your Names and Address Plainly; give your full name, postoffice address, county and state, street. number, 
box or rural route, es may he necessary. Give shipping point, if different from your postoffice address. State plainly how 
much money you enclose and in what form, whether postoffice, express order or bank draft. 


Distance for Planting and Number to the Acre. 


Distance No. Distance No. 

Acre Acre 

Blackberries or raspberrics............ 3x4 be SRR 3,630 Apple and vickan Sev wl ote tee ees 16x16 ft......0. 171 
Strawberties,iflela: i) cic. Oe ak Caneaccotes Xo ag) eres 9,680 Gherry, ‘pilin pear Wilt. ta :.c. Nese eons L2K15¢ ft. oo ae 240 
Strawberries, parden is. 2s 23.4 fein 1x2 ER ge 21,880 Grapes er eis. es ceca eee tec e eee eeeauees Sk ‘Si ftce. tie €80 
ABD STAR USS Meh cas oe ate x. cole Ona pte STONER ome 1x1 tM rie olga | Currants, “pooséberries®’. {0.03 iG esa Six “STL Ae. 3,630 
To find the number of plants required for any given sized piece of ground multiply the length of the piece by_ the width, 
divide this by the product of the distance multiplied by the width plants are apart. Example: A piece of ground is 20 by 100 
feet, has 2,000 square feet. If currants are planted 3 by 4 feet, each plant will occupy 12 square feet; 2,(00 divided by 12 gives 


167. 
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Apples 


THE FIRST FRUIT, both in importance and general cul- 
ture, is the apple. Its period, unlike that of other fruits, ex- 
tends nearly through the year. By planting judicious selections 
of summer, autumn and winter sorts A CONSTANT SUC- 
CESSION can be easily obtained. 

- THERE SEEMS TO BE NO LIMIT TO THE PROFITABLE 
PRODUCTION OF THE APPLE. Take any particular year 
and you cannot name another crop so reliable and so profitable 
as a well-cared-for apple orchard. There is no reason to look 
for any change in this. Even with farm products low and in 
little demand there has been no year when there was not a 
good market for choice apples at 
paying prices. 

THERE !IS NO FARM CROP 
WHICH, ON THE AVERAGE, 
WILL PRODUCE ONE-FOURTH 
AS MUCH INCOME PER ACRE 
AS WILL A GOOD APPLE OR- 
CHARD. As it takes from three 
to five years for an orchard to 
come into bearing _some_ people 
hesitate to plant, regarding the 
time and expense. 

Numerous examples of apple cul- 
ture point the way to success. We 
may plant largely with every as- 
surance of success if our planta- 
tions are properly cared for. 

We offer the following varieties 
which are the best in cultivation at 
this time: 


Summer Apples 


Yellow Transparent. Pa Aare 3 » 
(Russian Transparent, Grand Sul- Ne a ; pret tr: : a oS ‘ i 
tan). Of Russian origin; imported anon x : Se iy ‘. ian gl 
by the Department of Agriculture; 
ripening with Early Harvest, while 
the fruit will keep after ripening, a: é bir ie : PEE CS a 
making it peculiarly adapted for iit et 9 ET a ; : bee ES 2? ci. 
early shipping.- Fruit pale yellow, 2 asec, Fee vie Sa 
roundish, oblate medium size and 
good quality; skin clear white at first, becoming a beautiful yellow when fully ripe. 


Benoni. Medium, roundish, pale yellow, shaded with crimson; juicy, tender, sub-acid. August. 


Russian; medium to large size; skin yellow, streaked with red and somewhat blushed; 
Duchess of Oldenburg. flesh juicy and good, with a rich sub-acid flavor; tree a vigorous grower and abundant 
bearer; one of the ironclads. August. 
Medium to large, roundish, bright straw color; flesh white, tender, juicy, crisp, with a rich sub- 
Early Harvest. acid flavor; tree vigorous and productive; one of the best. First of July. 


Medium size; good quality; a good bearer; ripens after Early Harvest; bears well, but the apples do not kee 
Red June. long. It is therefore not best to plant too many. 7 


Free growth; large, roundish; deep crimson; juicy, rather acid; good; very hardy; highly esteemed 
Red Astrachan. on account of its fine appearance, earliness and hardiness. ipen.ng August. 


Fall Apples 


(Snow). Tree- hardy, vigorous and productive; a fine ap- 
Fameuse ple of medium size, round; surface pale yellow, nearly 
covered with red, made up of stripes and splashes;.flesh snowy white, 
Eudes, fine grained, juicy; flavor mild, subacid; quality good to very 
good. é 

We know of no apple that excels the _Kaump 
Harry Kaump. for cooking purposes. Originated in Wisconsin, 
this is without doubt one of the hardiest apples propagated today. It 
comes into bearing early and is a continuous bearer. Fruit medium 
green, with show of color on sunny side; mildly acid and unsurpassed 
for dessert uses; late fall. After the Duchess we consider this the next 
best apple for Dakota, Iowa and southern Minnesota. You will never re- 
gret it if you buy a half dozen of these trees for family uSe. 

e 9 This is the well-known and deservedly favor- 
Maiden s Blush. ite fall apple. Tree vigorous, upright grower, 
spreading, very productive; fruit medium to large, flat and very hand- 
some; surface smooth, polished, pale waxen yellow, with rich blush; flesh 
white, fine-grained, juicy; quality good; for cooking, table and market. 
August and September. 

R b Tree strong, upright grower, abundant bearer; fruit me- 
ampo. dium to small on old trees; round, somewhat flattened at 
the ends; surface striped and splashed with scarlet on greenish yellow 
ground; flesh greenish white, tender, juicy; flavor subacid. September to 
December. abe ; foe a ees : ; es 
i very large an eautiful deep crimson apple, wi 

; Alexander. pleasantly flavored yellowish white flesh. Very hardy. 

Fameuse or Snow. August and September. 
= = Very large, roundish, skin smooth, yellowish green, becoming rich yellow when ripe; valuable for cook- 

Fali Pippin. ing and market. - * 5 


- DIRECT FROM GROWER TO PLANTER. 


We are selling trees to planters at nearly wholesale prices How can we do this? We can do it for the reason that we 
do not have to pay salaries to tree agents and tree peddlers to canves the country. We have no agents. Our catalogue is 
our only salesman. Those nurserymen who sell through agents spend half the money they get for the sale of trees In paying 
agents and agents’ expenses. 


ee 
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Winter Apples 


A favorite that has an established 
Rome Beauty. reputation on all markets, and al- 


ways brings good prices on account of its large size and 
great beauty. In market value is classed with the very best. 
It is large, uniform and smooth, shaded and striped with 
bright red, tender, juicy and good, a good cooker and espe- 
cially fine baked. Blooms late and is one of the surest an- 
nual bearers. 
Wealth An excellent apple which we unhesitatingly 

y- recommend as being absolutely the best of 
its season. Large, very smooth and almost entirely over- 
spread with brilliant red; no apple is more beautiful: spien- 
did quality, a good keeper and a most profitable market sort. 
For those who prefer a subacid apple it is the equal 
of Jonathan; for all culinary purposes it is perfection, espe- 
cially baked. Being very hardy and a young bearer, it is 
especially valuable for cold climates. Planters. particularly 
those of the North, will make no mistake in their selection 
of this splendid apple; it is one of the very excellent and 
valuable varieties that has slowly but surely made its way 
into the front ranks. We strongly recommend its planting 
Oy in all home orchards, and it should be planted much more 
as extensively in commercial orchards. It is a money-maker. 
sir s Grown everywhere. Very hardy, a rapid 
Ben Davis. grower, coming into bearing in two or 
three years; very productive and always commands the ad- 
miration of all. In fact, they are so large, beautiful and 
handsome, and withal such a splendid eating and cooking 
apple that they always command the attention of every one 
who loves a good apple. 

‘ Fruit large and 

Northwestern Greening. Prult.,. large _ and 
ish yellow; flesh fine grained; juicy, firm and a good quality; 
a good apple for the North. 

Medium size, of a deep red color: flesh 
3B See Cray Jonathan. very tender, juicy and rich; a very pro- 
BONE Gakic Naomi, pi ductive apple; one of the very best varieties for the table, 
cooking or market; very popular throughout the West. See 
Rome Beauty. outside cover page for illustration in full colors. 


In addition to the foregoing varieties named we have a full assortment of the following at same prices per one, ten or per 
hundred. The following list are all well tested sorts, and we believe the best for general planting and marketing. 


PRICES ON ALL THE FOREGOING AND FOLLOWING LIST OF APPLE TREES: 
Each Peri0 Per100° 


XX ae Zane (Ow Cats) asterieieteialeleisera clowye ciel 6 tout Peet vos ok. 3 Ae stone $0.28 $2.50 $24.60 
Thee Size, 2 See Ped actors uid pico be eopaonon SP tonGrteet iit. er ee eee ee -22 2.10 19.80 
LY CAS SINGY Weenie sont tetas on shows ene-sysieteke ives te tOwG, LOCL ee dacssca eee eee .20 1.80 15.80 
i year), INO 2a Ee asiab eine a selene bec eed CO) 4:£CCE eit. conioe es AAO Norris orc a5 1.50 12.80 
Summer Varieties. 
A. S. Pearmain Chenange Strawberry * Summer Pippin Summer Queen 
Fall Varieties. 
Flora Belle Hibernal Utter’s Red Red Beitinheimer Pewaukee 


Winter Varieties. 


Ark Beauty Day Roman Stem Yellow Belleflower Cranberry Pippin 
Ark Black Gideon’s Best Salome Peorlesss ‘ Bien Winesap 
Baldwi Huntsman Lawver rice’s Swee cott’s inter 
Sancne Iowa Beauty Longfield. Ramsdell Sweet Walbridge : 
Lansingberg Ingram Mo. Pippin Carthouse York Imperia 
Coffelt Jenet 

= Of the largest size of this class of Large, very handsome and hardy; bears early 
Transcendent. apples; striped red, showy, excellent Florence. and profusely. 
and very handsome. Hyslop Almost as large as early srawbee apples 

= ea a : f ° deep crimson; very popular on account o 

Whitne Laree, slossy sreen, replasted wie sae mark its size, beauty and hardiness; tree vigorous. 

Y- flesh firm, juicy; flavor very pleasant; = : ‘About an ineh dit Glenn 
ripens latter part of August; tree a good bearer and very Large Red Siberian. =rows’ in clusteras! yellow, 
eee + se? ont tiful isi lively scarlet cheek; tree erect, eeu bears young 

, 1 sarge and oO eautiful golde and abundantly. September to October. 
Yellow Siberian. yellow color; tree vigorous. Price. Each Per dozen 
Tree an erect and vigorous grower, 5b to 7 ft... 3 yr. old, selectmerades a... sn. $0.35 $3.50 
General Grant. fruit in dense clusters; quality ex- ATO, & ft.  \esmlaw sis vinie sip gies aeRO ann ce een -30 ai 
cellent. October to December. i oe: i MEP RS RE SS hk 25 _ 2.50 


ESPECIAL ATTENTION IS CALLED TO THE FACT THAT THE RATEKIN NURSERY COMPANY PAYS THE FREIGHT 
or express on ali orders for Fruit and Ornamental Trees where orders amount to $10.00 and over and on all orders for small 
fruit and shrubs, climbing vines, roses, strawberry plants, ete., where orders amount to $5.00 and over, to your nearest railroad 
station or express office anywhere in the United States. 


Gooseberries 


The bushes should be planted the same distance apart as currants. They should be annually and rather severely pruned 
by thinning all feeble and crowded branches. Muleh the same as currants. ay 
- Fruit large, roundish, light green, with distinct veins; skin smooth; flesh soft, juicy and good. Vigorous and 
Downing. productive. ‘ 
H h A medium sized American variety; bears abundant and regular, and never mildews; fruit smooth, tender 
oug ton. and good; very valuable. No variety found that gives better satisfaction. 


The best Englist yseberry yet introduced; of vigorous, upright growth; a greater cropper than any known 
Industry. ranibty needing of the lnrgenthaiae and of the most excellent flavor, both pleasant and rich; color when fully 
ripe dark red. Two yr., No. 1, 15¢ each; $1.50 per 12; $8.00 per100. One yr., No. 1, 10e¢ each; $1.00 per 12; $6.00 per 100. 


OP +o ty nd 


a 
a 
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Pears 


The best soil for pear culture should be of rich and heavy quality. 
The fruit of summer and autumn varieties should be picked as soon 
as it has attained full size, when, if ripened in dark, dry closets, it is 
not subject to rotting at the core, and develops its best flavor. Pick 
winter sorts as soon as the GEISES indicates the liability of hard 
rost 

Thinning out the fruit increases the size and quality of the re- 
maining crop. 


Each. Per doz 
DStOEN tie Ot Vie SCLC CEEG eV... o.a6 ete o Sao canes ED <i ae os $C .30 $3.00 
Fata nies SVE eS CLCCECULAD see ovale cafe wine, 6 gin.o,s lake ayeio sieie. estate -20 2.50 
PMRUO Ag Etsy ere tate. a TR IRUTTS ove, 2c 0,(5' 0 adogtye cps aes Suc. aie © omsinique wns -20 2.00 


Anjou A large, handsome, greenish-yellow pear, biushed dull 
J e red and clouded with russet—one of the most delicious 
late fall pears—very juicy and of excellent quality. It succeeds every- 
where. Should be largely planted commercially. 


B rtl tt Large size, with often a beautiful blush next the 
a ett. tongue; buttery, very juicy and highly flavored; bears 
early and abundantly. Tree vigorous and very popular. 
Cla "5 Favorite Very large; color yellowish green to full 
Pp e yellow when ripe; marbled with dull red 
in the sun; covered with small specks. Melting and rich; should be 
gathered early; tree vigorous. : 
Comice Large, roundish, greenish-yellow, shading to bright 
¢ yellow when fully ripe; flesh fine grain, white, melt- 
ing and sweet. A good shipping pear. October and November. . 
Large, golden-yellow, with bright red 
Early Harvest. cheek, quality not the best, but grown ex- 
tensively for market on account of its size, beauty and hardiness; 
ripens ahead of Bartlett. 


cs Large, juicy, melting and rich; strong 

Flemish Beauty. grower and good bearer; very hardy. 
September and October. 

Kieffer This is the most popular pear grown; fruit of fine size, 

¢ rich color and good quality; tree very vigorous and 

seldom blights; should be picked at maturity and ripened in doors. 
October and November. 


Medium tq large; lemon-yellow, with small brown 
Lawrence. dots; flesh white, juicy and melting and of good 
quality; one of the best winter pears known 
anal: rich, yellowish-brown; one of the best and highest flavored pears known; very satiue Se September and 
ctober. 


Kieffer Pear. 


Seckel. 

W A seedling of the Seckel, which for many years has been conceded to be the standard of excellence. 
orden Seckel. Equal in quality to its famous parent, which it much resembles in flavor. Tree a more upright and 

rapid grower than Seckel; hardy and an enormous bearer; fruit keeps well, retaining its quality to the last. October. 


Peaches 


The peach requires a well drained soil, a warm, sandy 
or gravelly loam is well suited to preserve a healthy 
growth. In trimming trees to plant use a sharp knife, 
cut all bruised roots off. making a clean cut. Trim side 
limbs off three inches from _ tree. 


Price of Peaches: Each. Per dozen 
5 to 7 ft., selected ..../.$0.20 $2.00 
4“to 5 fz. medium Cl. 548 LED 
Seton, 4 ft yr Olas...) LATS 1.50 


Early, medium size, 
Alexander. greenish white, nearly 
coved with red cheek, handsome, cling. 
uly. 


: Ripens with 
Admiral Dewey. 2°°3.,.03%" 
better form and color, stronger grower, 
hardy and productive. July. 7 

Medium, yellow, juicy 
Barnard. and rich, hardy and pro- 
ductive. Early September. 
. Large, yellow, with red 
Brunson. cheek, Sweet, rich, hardy 
and productive. Last a September. 


large yellow 
Beers Smock. Flesh peach, an im- 
provement on Smocks Free which it re- 
sembles, ripens a few days later and is a 
better annual bearer. One of the most desirable and profit- 
able market sorts. Last of September. 
Tree a gobd grower, exceedingly hardy in both 
Banner. wood and buds, bears young, is very pr oduct- 
ive. Fruit large. Deep yellow. 


No one can sing too loudly 
The Sterns Peach. ‘the praise of the Stearns 
Peach, for its remarkable qualities cannot fail to make it 


Crosby. 


Elberta Large, yellow, with red cheek. Flesh yellow, 

¢ firm, juicy. Exceedingly prolific. sure bearer 

aud hardy. The leading market variety. Middle Septem- 
er. 


Fitzgerald. 
Early September 


: Originated in western New York, where it 
Niagara. has been well tested. 


Hill’s Chilli. 


Fruit large. brilliant color, suffused with 
red. Flesh deep yellow, best quality. 


Medium, dull yellow, extra hardy and 
productive. Last of September. 


herculean among the varieties of peach trees now..under cul- 
tivation. 


Crosby. 


dle September. 


One of the hardiest, abundant bearers, me- 
dium quality, bright yellow, fine quality. Mid- 


: Large, creamy white, with pink 
Early Rivers. cheek, juicy and melting. August. 


The largest and most beautifully col- 
Greensboro. ored of all early varieties. Double the 


size of Alexander, ripening at the same time. Flesh white, 
juicy and good. July. 
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Plums nced care and attention, but 
they will pay for it very liberally. The 
Japan plums bear younger than the Eu- 
ropeans, and are great growers, with 
handsome foliage and fruit. Our plums 
are grown on plum stock. 


PRICES ON ALL EXCEPT DAMSON., 


First Class, % and up, 2 yr., 35c each; 
$3.50 per 12; $25.00 per 100. 

Select Medium, % to %4, 30e each; $3.00 
per 12; $20.00 per 100. 

Light Medium, % to %, 20ce each; $2.00 
per 12; $15.00 per 100. 


JAPANESE PLUMS. 


Medium size, round 

Abundance. with slight point. 

Beautiful shade of red over yellow body. 

Flesh yellow, firm and juicy, with a 
slightly subacid flavor. Ripens in July. 

Recommended as_ the 

Red June. best Japanese plum, 

ripening before Abundance. One of the 

vigorous upright growers. Productive, 

fair size, vermillion red, pleasant qual- 
ity. Ripens a week before Abundance. 

Large, globular, with 

Satsuma sharp point. Color purple 

and red. Flesh firm, juicy, red blood col- , 

or. Fine quality, pit small. Hardy and vigorous grower. August. 

e Fruit remarkably handsome. Very large. Long, heart shaped. Color 

: Wickson. deep maroon, flesh firm and meaty, yellow, rich and aromatic; pit small. 

Tree an upright, vigorous grower, excellent keeper and shipper. Early September. 

Burbank The best and most profitable of growers for market. Ripens ten to fourteen days after 

‘xe Abundance, tree hardy, sprawling, vigorous grower, unequaled in productiveness, bears 

young, fruit large, excellent quality. Cherry red, with a lilac bloom, ripens from middle of July to first 


of August. 
EUROPEAN PLUMS. 


Large, dark red, flesh green, juicy, pro- Medium, violet red, juicy, ood. Jardy 
Bradshaw. ductive, fine for market. August. Lombard. and productive. The lesa market ae 


Large, dark purple, good. Sep- 


German Prune. {2"%°, 


* 


riety. August. 
Tree robust, an abundant bearer. Fruit 
Monarch. large, roundish oval, dark purplish blue, 


- Color of Cradshaw, fruit very large, : , 
Grand Duke. of fine quality, free from rot, very p-o- Shre cia igh ee This largest of the Damson 
tive. ee a Yr i 5 5 ; e 
we é mode oe ee on ie camper i S ret gleam? Damson. class is much used for pre- 
0 O uite large and showy, frequent- serving. he trees are vigorous and enormously productive. 
Shipper S Pride. ly two inches in diameter, oval, One of the old favorites. October. First Class, *4 and up, 
dark purple, of Damson type; flesh is sweet and firm, keep- 2 yr., 85c each; $3.50 per 12; $25.00 per 100. Select Medium, 
ing and shipping long distances well. September. 5 to %, 30c each; $3.00 per 12; $20.00 per 100. 


Cherries 


All budded on whole roots of imported French Mahaleb stock. They will not sprout. The cherry is so easily grown that 
it will produce good crops even with neglect on any situation except a low, damp soil. They usually commence bearing the 
third year after planting. No home orchard is complete without its proportion of cherry trees. It is one of the most profit- 
able fruits. Better have too many than not enough, as the surplus finds ready sale at a good profit. 

First Class, % and up, 40e each; $4.50 per 12; $28.00 per 100.Select Mediurn, 35e each; $4.00 per 12; $22.00 per 100. Light 
Medium, 25c each; $2.50 per 12; $15.00 per 100. . 


s Everywhere the most popular. Tree strong, thrifty 
Early Richmond. grower, making a large, symmetrical head; fruit 
medium size; red melting, juicy, of sprightly acid flavor. This is one of the m 


ost valuable and popular of the acid cherries; is unsurpassed for cooking pur- 
poses and exceedingly productive. Often fruits next year after planting. June. 


A very early and sure bearer. Ripens a week before Early 
Dyehouse. Richmond. June. 


Allen Of excellent quality and large size. Nearly heart_shaped. Shin- 
E e ing and smooth. Color when ripe nearly black. Very meaty and 
firm, free from rot and disease. A strong, vigorous growing, productive variety. 
Ripens late in July. 


Black Eagle. Large, tender, juicy, rich. July. 


. Very large, black, juicy, rich, excellent, productive. 
Black Tartarian. ery 12"se. black, j alent 
Large, light red, juicy, rich, delicious. Tree healthy and 
Gov. Wood. productive. June. 
Large, pale yellow or red. Firm, juicy, sweet and productive. 


Napoleon. [2'° 
’ . Very large, Color red, tree vigorous and pro- 
Cook S Imperial. ductive. First of: July. 
Wi Fruit large, liver colored, flesh remarkebly firm and of fine 
insor. quality. Tree hardy and prolific. A valuable late variety. July. 
Wragg. quality. August. 


® Large, round, slightly subacid, sweetest and richest of the 
Baldwin. Morello type. <A fine, upright grower, remarkable for its earli- 


P< iy Ske LN ness, hardiness and productiveness. June, 


Large, red, productive. Ten days later than 
Large Mt. Morency. Early’ Richmond. Last of June. 


May Duke. Large, red, juicy, rich. June. 


4 


Very hardy, vigorous and productive, medium, dark purple, fine © 
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Apricots 


A beautiful delicious fruit; a close relation to the plum and peach, combining the 
qualities of both. The fruit ripens after early cherries and just before plums and 
peaches. The tree is hardy as the peach and requires the same cultivation. Apricots for 
drying and canning have no superior. Each. Per dozen 
D. lO. t cine. oes «$0.40 $4.00 
44CO SET e tae ae SSE aU 3.50 
(Russian). Me- 
Alexander dium to small, 
light orange yellow, flecked with red; 
flesh tender, juicy, sweet and good 
quality; hardy; very productive. 
July. 
(Russian). Medium to 
Budd large, light orange, with 
blush on sunny side; flesh sweet, 
juicy, with flavor of the peach; hardy 
and productive. August. 


Small, round- 
Early Golden. ish-oval; pale 
with smooth skin; flesh yel- 


low, juicy, sweet and of the best qual- 
ity, hardy and productive; freestone. 


= Large, oval, bright yel- 
Harris. low, with red cheek: 
flesh tender, juicy, sweet and gocd: 
tree hardy, productive. Late July. 


Mulberries 


The mulberry is valued as an ornamental tree, and the fruit is quite popular. Should be planted in deep, 


3 rich sandy loam. Requires little care and is of easy culture. The fruit is sprightly and refreshing, and is a val- 
uable addition to any fruit garden. 
Price. Each. Per dozen 
Downing ’s ,hverbearing, 4) t0- 5) Lt... nied cies tie ein ce sic e's ee QO0COO $2.75 
HmapProviedy RuSSianee) Com it Loris stares clots ane ehs * tlelelegeia diets @iajewiem . sD P 4.00 


Grape Vines 


One of the best, healthiest'fruits we have. Grows in any kind of 
soil that is not wet; any side hill will do for a grape vineyard. Those 
who have only a lot or two or a small garden can plant them alongside 
a building or a fence. They will take up little room and will bear an 
abundance of fruit every year. They will stand a severe climate, and 
some varieties can be successfully raised as far north as North and South 
Dakota. Plant in rows eight feet apart and six feet_in the row. We 
give below the best hardiest varieties for the West. Except where oth- 
erwise noted all grape vines are 2-year-old No. 1 extra heavy, well rooted 


plants. E 
PRICES ON GRAPES. A 

One Year, No. 1 Two Years, No. 1. 

Each Peri0 Peri00 Each Peri0 Per 100 

IEE EWE Cec, Oe RE coe ENC PRS 10 7 $0.75" $6.00 Ae eDO S00) aS. ttOU 
Bricntonie sie oe, eke ees cee at 10 oie 6.00 12 -90 7.50 
Catawbaee ORO. BS SPEEA 10 iris 6.00 12 -90 TEAY 
WH LOTE soe A Be) cae x Bile 6.00 12 -90 7.50 
Concord==. . ok it RAILS OCA 8 60 5.00 10 .70 6.00 
Camapbellts vearlye = ss Fe ae 30 2.50 20.00 35 3.00 25.00 
Delawanewied ot). aol eas. seater 12 .90 8.00 15 1.00 9.00 
TAMTOME Ey et feeise Ws hielelso Le ble eis 20 a5) 15.00 35 2.00 17.00 
Bivinay akohesere. Sion sols: U8 .60 5.00 10 AiG 6.00 
ATOM eee yea he re see eT 12 .20 8.00 15 1.00 9.00 
Green’ Mountain™ 235.3222). Yoke 20) ® aden 15.00 25 2.00 T7250 
WeRilee- nneisoe. hots bapa. ees URS 35 3.00 22.50 40 3.50 2050 
Martha adset-k farce se oe 10 .75 6.00 12 .90 7.C0 
Moons eRiarlyis 7 pee 2 oe 12 .90 7.50 15 1.00 8.50 
Nido - paces. Lael ere oe 10 thas 6.00 12 -90 7.50 
WIETZERES! Tacit: Bes EP sels oie S shvie te 25 2.00 18.00 3D 3.00 22.50 
Mio) ge ev eee - Soo ~ Sees BAe oe 8 -40 5.00 10 -70 6.00 
WEVOMUINE, . .<ic Speetetas Se Site o.6. 15 i le5) 10.00 18 1.50 12.00 
15.00 25 2.00 17.00 


Woodniit (2.4: soc eee oe eee > - 20 d lest FAS} 


Blackberries 


Should be planted in rows six to seven feet apart, three to five feet in rows. Keep the ground light and rich. Pinch the 
eanes back when they have reached four feet in height. 
R thbun Vigorous, branching, making plenty of fruitwood. Has stood 30 degrees below zero and bore a full crop the 
a : * next summer. Roots sucker very little and must be propagated by layering the tips of the shoots. Berries are 
large, intensely black, with a high polish. Are firm, carry well to the market and retain their handsome appearance. Good 
for table use, canning or cooking. Is in all points fully as good or better than the old Wilson and much hardier. 
Extremely hardy, enormously productive, medium size; no hard core; only a few thorns and they are short; 
Snyder. most prolific blackberry grown. ; se 


. 


b : « 
Stone Ss Hardy. Vigorous grower; berry glossy black and good flavor; a little later than Snyder. 


Early Harvest. This is the earliest blackberry in cultivation; a compact, dwarf grower. 
Eldorado The vines are vigorous and hardy, enduring the winters of the Northwest without injury, and their yield is 
‘ * enormous. Berries large, jet black, borne in large clusters, and ripen well together. They are very sweet and 
a0 ne. aula taste, have no hard core, and a good keeper after picking. with quality unimpaired. Each, 10c; 50c per aZs 
. per . ; : fe ' 
Wilson A magnificent, large, early berry of sweet, excellent flavor. Ripens evenly, holds its color well, and brirgs 
¢ phighest market price. Strong grower, exceedingly productive. Each, 10c; 50c per 12; $1.00 per 100; $10.00 per 
1,000. Each and dozen by mail, postpaid. Hundred and thousand by freight or express, not prepaid. 
Should be planted in rows six to seven feet apart, three to five feet in the rows. Keep the ground light and rich. Pinch 
the canes back when they reach the height of two to three feet. 
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Raspberries 


Raspberries do well on any soil that will produce a good corn crop, Land should be thoroughly prepared. Keep well cul- 
tivated and free from weeds. As soon as they have done bearing cut out the old wood, to give more vigor to the young canes. 
Plant in rows six to eight feet apart, and 3% to four feet in rows for field culture. 


The largest of all Black-caps. A healthy, vigorous grower, 
Cumberland. throwing up stout, stocky, well-branched canes that neoneee im- 
mense crops of berries. Fruit large, firm, quality the same as Gregg, keeps as well as 
any of the blacks. The most profitable market variety. On our farm this season 
they had as good a crop of fruit as ever. They were not hurt by the October freeze or 
winter, while the other varieties were badly damaged. Each, 10c; 50c per 12, $1.00 per 
100; $8.00 per 1,000. 
Gre For many years the leading standard, best known market sort; product- 
gg. ive, large size, firm, meaty, covered with heavy fruit. Each 10c; 50c¢ per 
12; $1.00 per 100; $10.00 per 1,000. 
ansas Strong, vigorous grower, standing extreme drouth and cold and bear- 
° ing immense crops. Early ripening, after Palmer. Berries the size of 
Gregg, of better color, jet black and free from bloom, firm, of best quality, present 
a handsome appearance, and bring highest price in market. Each, 10c; 50¢ per 12; 
$1.00 per 100; $7.00 per 1,000. 
A fine blackeap in every particular. It is first early, very 
Eureka (Cap large and productive. Very profitable for market. Each, 10e; 
50c per 12; $1.00 per 100. 
You will be surprised at the cash results from a comparatively small patch of rasp- 
berries when they are given reasonable care. An acre will usually turn more cash into 
the farmer’s pocket than any other acre on the farm. 
Kin Pronounced the best early red raspberry by the leading horticulturists. 
g. Plant a strong grower, very hardy and productive. Berry firm. In size as 
large as Cuthbert. Beautiful bright scarlet color. Season a few days later than 
Thompson. We have fruited them and find them the best red raspberries on our 
farms. Each, 10c; 5Ce per 12; $1.50 per 100; $12.00 per 1,000. 
; Loudon It succeeds well, one of the best red mid-season varieties. Hardy, 
Kansas. ° good size and quality, productive. Each, 10c; 50c¢ per 12; $1.00 per 
10C; per 100; $8.00 per 1,000. 
Mill r Early. very hardy; does not winter kill. The best early variety. Shipping qualities perfect. Makes a healthy 
ter, growth of cane. Very productive and good size. Hach, 10c; 50c per 12; $1.00 per 100; $10.00 per 1,000. 

9 "Es This is the earliest red raspberry in fruiting. They are of good size, bright red, 
Thompson Ss Early Prolific. productive, good quality and the best shippers. Profitable on account of their 
earliness. Each, 10c; 50c per 12; $1.00 per 100; $10.00 per 1,000. 

Remarkably strong, hardy. Stands the northern winters and south- 
Cuthbert, or Queen of the Market. ern summers equal to any. Berries very large, conical, rich crim- 
son, very handsome and firm; they can be shipped hundreds of miles by rail in good condition. Flavor rich, sweet and lus- 
cious. The leading market variety for main crop. Each, 10c; 50c per 12; $1.00 per 100; $6.00 per 1,000. 


oN rena 

ayy ak in 

M) < ix 
‘cay 


Strawberries 


Strawberries will succeed in any soil that is adapted to ordinary farm garden crops; soil should be thoroughly prepared to 
a good depth, well drained and enriched. In field culture set the rows from three to three and a half feet apart, fifteen to 
eighteen inches in rows. For garden fifteen inches apart each way. Ground should be kept clean and well cultivated. In 
winter a covering of leaves, straw or some kind of litter will protect the plants. Do not cover until ground is frozen, or so 
deep as to smother the plants; remove covering before growth starts in spring. The blossoms of those marked with a (p) are 
destitute of stamens, and are termed pistallate, and unless a row of perfect flowering variety is planted at intervals not ex- 
ceeding a rod they will produce imperfect fruit, and but little of it, but when properly fertilized they are more prolific than 
those with perfect flowers. Our stock is pure, each kind kept by itself, cultivated entirely for the production of plants; they 
are carefully graded and packed, and certainly give the best of satisfaction. 


ORES a0 s O We place this variety first on our list because this is where it should be. 
Baldwin Ss Py ide of Michigan. It’s the best thing we have. Baldwin’s Pride of Michigan is, without doubt, the 
best and most profitable variety of strawberry ever introduced in the United States. Will outyield any other strawberry. 
Last year many of you were disappointed in not being able to get our Pride of Michigan. We were sold out early and could 
have sold nearly two hundred thousand more if we had had the plants. 

Ge | d A strong growing, perfect blooming healthy plant, with light green foliage. Everywhere tested it proved to be 
y e. exceedingly productive, of large, globular, perfectly formed, always inclined to overbear. Some plants have more 
fruit stalks than leaf stalks. A light application of nitrate of soda, in early spring before fruiting will stimulate greater 
foliage growth, and so help the fruiting of this remarkable variety. 
E t (P). A standard of productiveness all over the country; succeeds every- 
rescent. where. Stands neglect best of any; plant small, berries fair size, bright 
andy srr actlye: Not very firm. Many growers consider this the most profitable berry for 
market. 
A well tested, wonderfully productive variety, one of the safe 
Senator Dunlap. sorts to plant everywhere and sure to take a high place among 
the prominent standard sorts, plant resembles Warfield, rampant runner, should be restricted 
in its production of plants; fully equal to Crescent and Warfield in its ability to succeed un- 
der all circumstances. Fruit good size, regular form, beautiful bright red, glossy, firm, 
splendid keeper and shipper, excellent quality, one of the best for canning. Ripens early, 
and continues a long time. It promises to stand at the head in its wonderful ability to ripen 
a good crop under almost any condition of drouth or neglect. 
Berries large to very large, often flattened, bright deep red on sur- 
Glen Mary. face; light red to center. Sweet, rich, good flavor. Season medium to 
late. One of the most productive and holds its size well to the end of the season. Plants 
very vigorous, and one of the best for home use and nearby market. 
W fi ld (P). Its great beauty, firmness and earliness, good flavor, productiveness 
arrie ° and vigor makes it especially popular. Ripens with Senator Dunlap, 
which makes a good fertilizer to plant with it, as the shape and color of the berries are the 
same, and look a great deal alike when picked together. 


Per12 Peri100 Per 1000 Per12 Peri00 Per 1004 
Myer’s Seedling ....$0.40 $1.50 $10.00 Haverland (P) ...... .25 .60 5.00 
Pride of Michigan .. .40 1.00 8.00 Michel’s Barly ......- 25 . 60 4.80 
LLOVOLUS a hiss mie neretormied .25 .60 4.50 POCOMOKG ean. emcees 25 . 60 4.80 
ATOMS wai hey helio ciitale ara} .60 5.00 Senator Dunlap ...... 25 . 60 5.00 
Beder iWO0Od) nic. veer 25 .60 5.00 Sample CE) eee acim ame 25 .60 4.75 
Bubachn -i(P) » . ewe 2% 25 .60 5.00 Tennessee Prolific 6265 .50 4.60 
Barton’s Eclipse (P).. .25 60 5.00 WnGle * Sire Pais ten 25 .60 5.00 
Glyde hs. Aiea crete ite 25 60 5.00 Warfield GP) oT ke .26 .50 4.50 
Crescent CP)F an. uses . 25 50 4.50 Wm. BG6lt sien «nee siete .25 .60 5.00 
Glen! (Mary: «..d.cieas es .25 .60 5.00 


Six of variety at dozen, twenty-five at hundred, and two hundred fifty at thousand 
rates. At dozen rates we pay postage, at 100 rates, to go by mail, add 25 cents to each 100. 
At 100 and 1,000 rates to go by express or freight, charges to be paid by the purchaser. If 
you want a large number of strawberry plants write us for special prices. Senator Dunlap. 
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Currants 


Hardy, easily cultivated, standing neglect well, and liberally respond- 
ing to cultivation and generous treatment; indispensable for jellies, ta- 
ble use, etc. No garden is complete without them, and large quantities 
are required for market. Set four feet apart in rich ground, cultivate 
well, or mulch heavily; prune out old wood so that each remaining shoot 
will have room to grow. If the currant worm appears dust with helebore 
Ch Berries sometimes one-half inch in diameter, bunches 

erry. short. Vigorous and productive when grown on good soil 
and well cultivated. ¥ f 

2) Oy e0 The leading market variety. Extra large stems 
Fay s Prolific. and berries. Uniform size, easilv picked, exceed- 
‘ingly productive; no variety ever made as quick a jump in popular fa- 
‘vor, the demand being, in most seasons, in excess of the supply. 

Vi t Oo Large, light red, bunches extremely long. Berries medium 
1ctoria. size of excellent quality. Ripens late. 

‘ An old well known sort. Good quality, berry medium, 

Red Dutch. long bunch, very productive. 

s Very large, yellowish white; sweet or very mild 
White Grape. acid. Excellent quality and valuable for table. 
Very productive. 

? Oe td This is a black currant; extra, quality, strong 
Lee s Prolific. grower. Productive. 
Wild One of the strongest growers and most productive. Bunch 

1 er. and berries very large; bright, attractive red color, even 
when dead ripe. Hangs on the bushes in fine condition for handling, as 
late as any known variety. Compared with the celebrated Fay’s, it is 
equal in size, with longer bunches; better in quality, with much less 
acidity. Ripens at same time, continues on bush much longer, fully as 
prolific, in some trials, largely outyielding it. 

For many years this variety has been fruiting in 
London Market. Michigan, where it is now planted extensively and re- 
garded as the best market variety of that great fruit state. Plant is extremely 
us, with perfect foliage which it retains. through the season, an enormous 
cropper. Ripens+¢with Victoria, is larger in both bunch and berry, a better bearer. 
For any use—home garden or market—one of the best. 
N th St r The strongest grower among the red varieties; should be 
or ar. given plenty of room and ground kept well enriched; bunches 
average four inches in length and are freely produced. Combines extreme hardi- 
ness, vigorous growth, extra quality and great productiveness. 
Pp f ti Berries are a beautiful bright red and larger than Fay’s Pro- 
errec 10n. _ lifie. In quality it is said to be superior to anything in the 
market today; rich, mild, subacid flavor, with plenty of pulp and few seeds, clus- 
ters are long and size of berry is maintained to the end. 

PRICE OF CURRANTS. 

2 yr., No. 1, 15e each; $1.50 per 12; $4.00 per 100. 

1 yr., No. 1, 10e each; $1.00 per 12; $3.00 per 100. 
Pocatello, Idaho, Sept. 10, ’09. 

I am pleased to report that all the nursery stock, including fruit trees and 
shrubbery I ordered from you last spring has done well. Did not lose a tree or 
shrub. Please send me your fall catalogue and oblige, HENRY FIELDER. 


Dewberries | Perfection Currant. 


L ti One of the low growing, trailing blackberries. In size and quality it equals any of the tall growing sorts. Per- 
ucretia. fectly hardy, healthy and remarkably productive. The fruit, which ripens early, is often one and one-half 
inches long, by one inch in diameter. Soft, sweet and luscious throughout, with no hard core. Ripens before late raspberries 
are gone. Should be mulched to keep berries from ground. We can highly recommend this variety. Plants.are grown from 
tips the same as black raspberries, plants set in rows six feet apart, three to four feet in rows. In spring cut back wood from 
twelve to sixteen inches. Each, 10c; 50c per 12; $1.25 per 100; $10.00 per 1,000. 

a) (Mayes). An early dewhberry of excellent quality and large yield. Berries large, short and 
Austin Ss Improved thick; canes vigorous, hardy and productive. Ripens fully a week earlier than Lucretia, and 
for this reason is valuable to grow in connection with that variety. Each, 10c; 50c per 12; $1.25 per 1C0; $10.00 per 1,000. 

P This remarkable new dewberry is a sport from the grand old Lucretia. The great profitableness of the Lucretia 

remo. with many growers has been because it was the earliest of the blackberry family to ripen. Now we have Premo, 
still earlier and larger; that means extra money in the market and an earlier taste of the delicious dewhberries for the family. 
Premo has imperfect flowers, and so in planting every third or fourth row should be of Lucretia; or-better yet, where one is 
equally fond of both varieties, they can be planted in alternate rows. Remember that Premo is a delicious, great blackberry 
that begins to ripen when the raspberry season is half over. Each, 10c; 50c per 12; $1.25 per 100; $10.00 per 1,000. 


Asparagus 


No garden is too small to have a bed of this earliest and finest of spring vegetables. Prepare ground by trenching to 
depth of two feet, mixing each layer of soil as turned over with two or three inches of well rotted manure. This is one of the 
most profitable crops to grow, and one that is easily handled. A field well planted will last a lifetime. Plant rows from three 
to four feet apart, twelve to fifteen inches apart in a row. Do not cut for use until the plants have grown two seasons. 

P lImetto This is a new sort, which is becoming quite popular. It produces shoots of the very largest size. It is very 
a e early, which makes it very valuable for market or home use. 2 years, 30c per 12; $1.00 per 100; $6.00 per 1,000. 

1 year, 25c per 12; 75 per 100; $5.00 per 1,000. Send for special prices in large lots of several thousand. 

: ? A standard variety of large size, tender and of excellent quality. 2 years, 30c per 12; $1.00 

-Conover’s Colossal. per 100; $6.00 per 1,000. 1 year, 25c per 12; 75 per 100; $5.00 per 1,000. Send for special prices 


in large lots of several thousand. i A 
Rhubarb or Pie Plant 


__A deep, rich soil is indispensable to secure large, heavy stalks. Plant in rows four feet apart, with the plant three feet 
‘distant. Set so that the crowns are an inch below the surface. Top-dress annually in the fall with stable manure and 
fork under in the spring. 

Queen Strong, vigorous grower, producing extra large stalks of finest quality, of a. decided pink color. For canning or 
¢ cooking in any way its quality is unsurpassed. Pach, 10c; dozen, 75c; one hundred, $4.00. 
? - Popular, and the best for general use. Early, very large, productive, tender and delicately fla- 

Myatt’s Linnaeus. vored. Requires less sugar than other sorts. Hach, 10c; dozen, 75c; one hundred, $4.(0. 


Horseradish 


Fine, large, thick roots may be grown in a single season. A valuable garden plant, easy to grow, and used on meats is a 
‘splendid appetizer. The tops are used in early spring for greens. Per dozen, 20c; per 100, $3.00. 
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HILE most people appreciate well-arranged and well- 
kept grounds, large or small, many fail to realize that 
they can have equally fine grounds. They have tried 
a few shrubs or roses, perhaps, growing in thick 
turf, with no attention given to pruning or cultivat- 
ing. Under such circumstances good results cannot 
be expected. 


Aside from the pleasure of having fine trees, 
shrubs, vines and flowers in the grounds surroundizrg 
a home few realize how much these add to the com- 
mercial value of a place. A purchaser having to de- 
cide between a house with bare, unkempt grounds, 
and one surrounded by fine ornaments, invariably 
chooses the latter at a marked advance in price, because he sees that he 
will at once enjoy what it would otherwise take years to secure. Sagacious 
men are led by a knowledge of these facts to plant fine trees and shrubs 
about vacant lets they intend: to put on the market. Lots thus planted read- 
ily secure purchasers at good prices, when bare grounds go begging. 


HOW TO PLANT. 


Do not make the mistake of planting at random. A fine, well-cut lawn 
is one of the handsomest features of a place. Trees may be planted along a 
lane or avenue leading 7» the house, or dotted about the lawn on lines radiat- 
ing from it. This will secure light and air, with good views. When practic- 
able upright shrubs and roses should be planted in beds, each class by itself, 
about the borders of the grounds. These beds should be well cultivated, and 
- the plants annually pruned. When the growth of the plants has made them 
very thick some should be taken out. It will not do to plant so little that 
years must elapse before a fine effect will be produced. A surplus should be 
planted at first, and this gradually taken out. Vines should be planted near 
to and allowed to climb upon and about the house, or they may be trained on 
posts, arbors or stakes, placed in suitable locations on the lawn. 


This department of our busincss is extensive. Avenue and park trees are 
, : cultivated in large blocks, shrubs and small growing trees cover many acres 
Catalpa Bungei. and thousands of rows contain the more delicate shrubs and herbaceous 

plants. To people desirous of laying out or beautifying ,their grounds we 
would be glad to furnish plans, suggestions and estimates on large or small placcs. In ordering we suggest purchasing with 
a view to color effect and groupings. The results are most gratifying when trees and shrubs of colers that blend harmo- 
niously are planted in clumps, softening sharp turns, cutting off unsightly views or leaving long, clear vistas through the 
lawn. 


All our trees are grown under a thorough, clean system of cultivation, frequently transplanted, and are well supplied with 
an abundance of fibrous roots, which enables’'them to bear transplantirg well. Do not be deceived into planting forest- 
grown trees, for disappointment follows ninety-nine plantings in every 100. In many varieties we have large specimen trees, 
which are not quoted herein. Prices on these will be cheerfully given on application. For hardiness and quick growth we 
especially recommend the Catalpa Speciosa, Silver or Soft Maple and Carolina, Lombardy and Silver Poplars, 

Special Note—We can supply all sizes.in ornamental trees, thus those desiring trees for parks, cemeteries, ete., or in large 
quantities should write for special quotations. Prices quoted are for trees on board cars at nursery, and freight or express, 
to be paid by purchaser. Six can be had at dozen prices, 50 at 100 rates, 500 at 1,000 rates. 


eis 


° o A valuable native variety of rapid growth, forming straight, clean trunks and broad, 
Ash, American White. oval shaped heads. Desirable for parks, public grounds and street planting: also for tim- 


ber and forestry purposes. Four to 6 ft. each 85c; doz., $3.50; 100, $25.00; 6 to 8 ft., each, 50c; doz., $5.00; 100, $35.00; 8 to 
10 ft., each, 65c; doz., $7.00; 100, $45.C0. 


Box Elder. See Maple, Ash Leaved. 


. O A distinct, native species of vigorous, rapid growth. Bark white, triangular, tapering 
Birch, European White. and pointing. It is very hardy and will grow in sandy or rocky soil in any situation, 
of easy culture and makes a beautiful shade and ornamental tree. PRICE: Three to 4 ft., each 25c; doz., $2.50; 100. $18.00; 
4 to 6 ft., each, $35c; doz., $3.50; 100, $25.00. 


] _ (Speciosa). This hardy native variety is one of the finest for shade and ornament in our entire list. The 
Cata pa leaves are large, heart-shaped, beautifully ribbed, never subject to the attacks of insects, and at ail times 
clean, vigorous and beautiful. PRICE: Three to 4 ft., each, 25c; doz., $2.50; 4 to 6 ft., each, 35c; doz., $3.50. 


° ' (C. Bungei). A remarkable species, forming a.dense, round umbrella-like head; makes a beau- 
Chinese Catalpa Ore lawn tree when grafted or budded on a high stem. Price, same as Speciosa. 


A . This is well known and thrives in any soil. PRICE: Four to 6 ft., each 20c; doz., $2.25: 100, $15.00; 
Elm, American. ¢ {6 8 ft., cach, 35c; doz., $3.50; 100, $25.00; 8 to 10 ft., each, 50c; doz. $5.00; 100, $40.00; 10 to 13 
ft., each, 75¢c; doz., $7.50; 100, $60.00. ad 


s A. tall, native tree, with large shining leaves, growing eighty to 100 feet 
Cottonwood, Canadian Poplar. high. PRICE: Four to 6 ft., each, 25¢: doz., $2.50; 6 to 8 ft., each, 35c; doz., 
$3.50; 100, $15.00; 8 to 10 ft., each, 50c; doz., $5.00; 100, 25.00; 10 to 12 ft., each, 60c; doz., $6.00; 10, $35.00. 


° ? Maxes a medium sized tree, perfectly hardy, succeeds well in all soils not extremely 
Flowering Crab, Bechtel S$. wet. When in bloom appears to be covered with delicate pink, perfect double 
small roses, of delicious fragrance, the only sweet-scented double’ crab. PRICE: Each, 3 to 4 ft., 75c; 4 to 5 ft., $1.00. 


. s Similar to the American Linden. PRICE: Four to 6 ft., each, 35c; doz., $3.50; 6 to 8 ft., each, 
Linden, European. 60c; doz., $6.50; 8 to 10 ft., each, 75c; doz, $8.00. 


e ° (Basswood). Perfectly hardy everywhere, m«-t vigorous in growth, with large, clean, hand- 
Linden, American some foliage, affording an abundance of shade and forming large, stately trees :u a short time. 


Nut Trees 


° This is a valuable native tree, both useful and ornamental. Timber is very durable, 
American Sweet Chestnut. ard possesses a fine grain for oil finish. Nut sweet, of delicious flavor, and are a 
valuable article of commerce. Each, 6 to 8 feet, trees, 50c; dozen, $5.00; 3 to 4 feet, trees, 30c; dozen, $2.50. 

° Of easy culture. Growing 6 to 8 feet. Entirely hardy, and one of the most profitable and satisfactory nuts to 
Filberts. grow. Succeeds on almost all soils, bearing early and abundantly. Nuts nearly round. Rich and excellent 
flavor. Admirable for dessert. Each, 6 to 8 feet, 40c; dozen, $4.00. 


A fine native tree, producing a large, longish nut, which is prized for its sweet, oily, nutritious kernel. 
Butternuts. Each, 6 to 8 feet, trees, 5.c; dozen, $5.00; 3 to 4 feet, 30c; dozen, $3.00. 


] k A native tree of large size and majestic form. Beautiful foliage, and most valuable of all trees 
Walnuts, B ack. for its timber, which enters largely into manufacture of fine furniture and cabinet ware, and brings 
the highest price in market. Tree a rapid grower, producing a large round nut of excellent quality. Each, 6 to 8 feet, trees, 
50c; dozen, $5.00; 8 to 4 feet, 30c; dozen, $3.00. 


W i ; Perfectly hardy, rapid grower, handsome form, immense leaves; bears young and abund- 
alnut, Japan Sieboldi. antly; one of the finest ornamental trees. Nuts produced in clusters; resemblcs butter- 
nut in shape and quality; smaller, with smooth and thinner shell. Worthy of extensive planting. Each, 4 to 6 feet, 50c; 
dozen, $5.00. 
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Weeping Deciduous Trees 


The different varieties of ‘‘weeping’’ or pendulous trees 
make attractive and graceful ornaments to the landscape, and 
add much beauty to a planting of shrubbery, breaking up the 
stiff lines of deciduous or evergreen trees, and making a most 
pleasing variation. They are often used as single specimens on 
the lawn with marked effect. In our list will be found all of the 
kinds which we deem particularly attractive. Customers will, 
however, be saved from disappointment if they will realize that 
it is impossible to deliver them from the nursery with the form 
and shape which they will attain with age. It can no more be 
done than fruit trees could be delivered with the fruit on. 


(Teas’ Weeping Russian). One of the most 
Mulberry graceful and beautiful of the hardy, weeping 
tree, and wholly unique, having a perfect umbrella shaped head 
and slender willow branches. The foliage is glossy green and 
with delicacy of form and motion it combines Russian health 
and vigor. PRICE: Five to 6-foot, 1 year head, each, $1.00; 
dozen, $10.00. Five to 6-foot, 2 year, head, each $1.25; dozen, 


$12.00. ; 

s Its vi rous 
Camperdown Weeping Elm. 7.5722 °UaR8 
have a uniform habit, overlap so regularly that a compact root- 
like head is formed. Leaves are large, glossy dark green. A 
strong, vigorous grower. One of the best weeping trees. It can 
be trained to form an arbor if desired. The peculiar character- 
istics of this tree make it very popular and valuable for the 
lawn. Hardy everywhere and not particular as to soil. With 
age the weeping branches will eventually sweep the ground, 
and enclose a shady place as effectively as an arbor. This tree 
thrives splendidly in our state. Grafted 6 feet high. PRICE: 
31.00 each. 


= s A beautiful tree of 
Mountain Ash, Weeping. 4,20 oe owt 
with straggling, pendent branches, turning and twisting in all 
directions, in a few years forming an immense head, with 
branches resting on the ground, and producing a very pleasant 
effect. Six to 7-foot, 1 year head, each,.75c; dozen, $7.50. 


Beech Purple leaved; makes an elegant medium size tree 
e for the lawn. The foliage in the spring is a deep 
purple, later changing to crimson, and in autumn a dull purplish 
green. Each, three to four feet, $1.50. 


c W s One of the most ele- 
Birch, Cut-Leaf, eeping. ‘gant of all weeping 
or penduous trees. Its tall, slender yet vigorous growth, grace- 
ful, drooping habit, silvery white bark and delicately cut foliage Teas’ Weeping Mulberry. 
presents a combination of attractive characteristics rarely met 
with in a single tree. Each, 3 to 4 feet, $1.00. 2 


= A showy variety, with golden bark, of high color, making it very conspicuous during the winter; 
Willow (Golden ° a handsome tree at all seasons. Each, 6 to 8 feet, 50c. ‘ S Sets 


: S A showy variety, most graceful tree of large size. Its 
: Willow (Weeping ¢ fresh, bright green tint and long, wavy branches make 
| it very attractive. Each, 6 to 8 feet, 50c. 


1 Few trees are as much sought for as this. Large 
Colorado Blue Spruce. quantities are sold, but the really silver-blue va- 


rieties are not plentiful. The tree forms a dense, pyramidal specimen, with stiff, pun- 
gent foliage and clusters of cones. Hardy. Eighteen to 24-inch, each, $1.00; doz., 
$10.00; 2 to 3 ft., each, $2.00; doz., $20.00; 3 to 4 ft., each, $3.00; doz., $30.00. 


: A well known and popular tree, assuming the upright or conical 
Fir Balsam. form, foliage dark green above, silvery beneath; retains its color 
throughout the severest winters. Highteen to 24-inch. each, 40c; doz., $4.0¢; 2 to 8 

t $18 Bees 75c; doz., $7.50; 4 to 5 ft., each, $1.00; doz., $10.00; 5 to 6 ft., each, $1.50; doz., 

5.00. 
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Colorado Biue Spruce, Weeping Willow. 
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Evergreens . 


An evergreen of great value. Hardy and of quick growth. 
Hemlock Spruce. Easy to move and quick to recover after transplanting. 
Highly ornamental, good for hedges and screens. In fact, are the best hedge trees ob- 
tainable. We quote for strictly high grade single specimens. Each, 3 feet, $1.00; $10.00 
per 12; 4 feet, $1.50; $15.00 per 12. Ask for prices of seedlings in 100 and 1,000 lots. 


A lofty elegant tree of perfect pyramidal habit, remark- 
Spruce (Norway). ably elegant and rich; as it gets age has fine, graceful, 
pendulous branches; it is exceedingly picturesque and beautiful. Very popular, and de- 
servedly so, and should be largely planted. One of the best evergreens for hedges. FEach, 
12 to 15 inches, 15c; $10.00 per 100; 1%, to 2 feet, 25c; $2.00 per 100. 


Deciduous Hedge Plants 


0 s D A species of unusual beauty that has become the most pop- 
California Privet. ular of all hedge plants. For groups and specimens it is 
equally pretty, and its shining leaves give it value for porch and terrace decoration when 
grown in standard form. Can be sheared to any desirable shape. Per 100, $6.00. 


Osage Orange. one year, per 1,000, $3.50; 2-year, per 1,000, $4.00. 

B b The green leaved Barberry is rapid in growth, and soon produces 
ar erry. wood enough with a little shearing to make a good hedge. The 

branches are covered with thorns, and for this reason it can be used both as a hedge and a 

barrier to cattle and other stock. After the leaves have fallen in the fall its branches are 

covered with bright red berries. Per 100, $6.00. 


s One of the finest evergreens for hedges. It grows rapidly and soon 
Arbor Vitae forms a beautiful hedge. Very dense. Of course it is not adapted to 
turn stock, but it forms a desirable and ornamental screen to divide the lawn from other 
parts of the grounds, or for any other purpose. Each, 10 to 15 inches, 15c; $1.50 per 12; 
$10.00 per 100; 114% to 2 feet, 25c; $2.25 per 12; $18.00 per 100. 


Pryamidal Arbor Vitae. 


A superb, new and hardy sort, of very 
compact habit, like the Irish Juniper. Is 
rare and beautiful, and is largely planted 
in cemeteries. This is perhaps the most 
valuable Arbor Vitae in cultivation. Its 
extreme hardiness and adaptability to all 
soils make it a satisfactory tree for prac- 
tical purposes where a tall formal tree is 
desired. Each, 2 feet, 50c; $5.00 per 12; 3 
feet, $1.00; $10.00 per 12; 4 feet, $1.50; 
$15.00 per 12. 

o (Virginian) (Red Cedar). 
Juniper A well known American 
tree, with deep green foliage. Makes a 
fine ornamental hedge. Each, 1% to 2 
feet, 40c; small one year plants, 8 to 4 
inches hight, $4.00 per hundred. 

: (Irish). Erect and formal 
Juniper in habit. Foliage deep 
eisruaiini green and very compact, making a splen- 
SUN, IEA eX did column, fifteen to twenty feet high; 
much used in cemeteries. Each, 15 to 18 inches, 40c; 1% to 2 feet, 50c. 


Trees Recommended for Various Purposes. 


FOR STREETS. American Elm, Sugar and Silver Maple, Carolina Poplar, 
Nerway Maple. 

FOR DRIVEWAYS. Norway Maple, GCatalpa Speciosa, American Linden, 
Horse Chestnut. 

SINGLE SPECIMENS for Large Growth. Birches (particularly Cut-leaf 
Weeping), American Linden, Norway, Purple Norway, Sycamore and Cut-leaf 
Maples, Horse Chestnut, Austrian, White and Scotch Pines, Norway and Colo- 
rado Spruces. 

SINGLE SPECIMENS OF MEDIUM GROWTH—Horse Chestnut, Ash, Flow- 
ering Thorn, Hemlocks, White Pines, etc. 


Hardy Climbing Vines 


Ornamentals of this class are so hardy, so easily grown, and so beautiful 
that they deserve greater attention than they receive. No artist can produce 
pictures equal to the wealth of beauty displayed by the elegant Wistaria, the 
graceful Honeysuckle, or the charming and magnificent Clematis when in the 
glory of full bloom, and there is nothing in art that will in any degree com- 
pare with the gorgeous autumnal hues of the Ampelopsis. 


AMPELOPSIS. 


VIRGINIA CREEPER, OR AMERICAN IVY. 
. s A native vine of rapid growth, with large, luxu- 
A. Quinquefolia. riant foliage, which in autumn assumes the most 
gorgeous crimson and purple coloring. Fach, 25c. 
A Veitchii Japan. Leaves a little smaller and more ivy-like in form 
/ e1tcnilh than the foregoing. Overlapping each other they form a 
dense sheet of green. It grows rapidly and clings to the surface of even a 


painted brick wall with great tenacity. The foliage is especially handsome in 
summer, changing to scarlet. Each, 265c. 7 


’ Excellent for covering trellises, dry banks, fences, ete., 
Hall Ss Japan. giving dense, almost evergreen foliage. Has very fra- 
grant yellow flowers, in constant succession. The best. Fach, 25c. 

One of the showiest honeysuckles, with long, tu- 
Scarlet Trumpet. bular, crimson flowers, in bunches during the sum- 
mer, followed by ornamental scarlet berries. Fach, 25e. 


Flowers red and pale yellow. Sweet scented dur- 
Monthly Fragrant. ing the summer. Tach, 25e. Hall's Japan Honeysuckle, 
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Climbing Vines 
CLEMATIS. 


The different varieties and species of Clematis now in cultivation are of the highest 
beauty and utility. They vary greatly in their foliage and flowers, and are adapted to 
various uses. Some of them, such as our C. paniculata from Japan, are very fragrant 
and are particularly attractive on this account. The large flowered varieties, like the 
er pew C. Jackmani, are extremely showy and produce great HEEREEIS of their beau- 
tiful flowers. 


These plants are trained on trellises, and over porches and Hillars: All are hardy, of 
easy growth, and will adapt themselves to nearly or quite all soils. 


Of all the vines used, either for shade or decoration, none can compare with the 
Clematis in its many and varied forms. While the large flowered kinds are not 
so good for shade until they attain considerable age their wealth of bloom makes. 
them the grandest embellishments to the porch known. 

= The most rapid grower of its class. This new Clematis, 
oe Paniculata. a native of Japan, has proven entirely hardy, no climb- 
ing plant possesses its hardiness and vigor of flowering qualities. Very fra- 
grant, foliage beautiful dark green. Each, 50c. 


Nearest approach to bright red, a distinct 
Cc. Madam Ed. Andre. crimson red; very free bloomer. Each, 59c. 
Cc H = Fine, large, creamy white flowers. One of the best of the 
e enryl. white varieties; a perpetual bloomer. Each, 50c. 


A strong, rapid grower and very hardy. Flowers very 
C. Ramona. large, color a deep sky blue. Each, 50c. 


: Pe WISTARIA. 


2 (W. Frutescens). A smaller, more slender form than the 
American Chinese, with smaller clusters of purple flowers. Each, 25c. 
(W. Sinesis). -. most beautiful climber of rapid 

Chinese Purple growth, and producing long, pendulous clusters of 
pale blue flowers. When well established makes an enormous growth. It 
is very hardy, and one of the most superb vines ever introduced. Each, 25c. 


~ > (W. Cinensis Alba). Introduced by Mr. Fortune, 
» Chinese White from China, and regarded as one of his greatest 
acquisitions. Each 25c. 


= Hardy Ornamental Shrubs 


Nothing adds more to the beauty of a place than to 
have the sides and background well filled with nicely ar- 
ranged groups of shrubbery. Until seen one cannot ap- 
preciate the effect that can be brought out by properly 
arranging and grouping the wonderful assortment of fo- 
liage ranging in color from the darkest green and pur- 
ple to light orange and silver tan. Added to this the 
great variety in blossoms unite to keep up a never-failing 
interest. If you do not Know how to arrange them let us 
help you. 


Almond, Double Flowering. 4,,.2°s'"2"!2 
ly flowering shrub. Each 25c. 


cA 
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Clematis Jackmani. 


Alth (Rose of Sharon). Showy, beautiful flowering shrub. Flowers 
€a large, very brilliant and of striking colors. Blooms freely in 
August and September, when few shrubs are in flower. Prevailing colors 
are rose, white, variegated, blue and purple. Hardy. Each, 30c. 

(Paniculata Grardiflora). Probably the most popular of 
Hydrangea all shrubs. Blooms in August and September, when we 
have few shrubs in bloom. Flowers are white, borne in pyramidal panicles, 
often a foot in length. Excellent alike for masses or for single specimens. 


Each, 35¢; $5.00 per 12. 

These are fine specimen plants, 
Tree Shaped Hydrangea. four to five years old, trained to 
tree shape, with about three feet of straight stem and nicely shaped heads. 
Should bloom profusely the first year. Before shipping they are trimmed 
the proper length for planting, so that they will make a better growth and 
larger flowers. Each, 50c; $5.00 per 12. 
Lil (Purple and White). Each, 2 to 3 ft., 25c; $2.00 per 12; 3 to 4 ft., 

HaC 30: $2.50 per 12. 


Persian Lilac. Each, 40c; $2.50 per 12. 


=f (Smoke Bush). A conspicuous shrub or small tree 
Purple Fringe with large leaves. These are overhung in mid- 
summer by cloud-like masses of very light mist-like flowers, having the ap- 
pearance of smoke ai a distance. Each, 2 to 3 feet, 30c; 3 to 4 feet, 40c. 


A fine shrub or bush. Flowers very large and showy. 
Snowball Blocms early. Borne in clusters of five or six. Ten to 
twelve feet high. Blossoms in May. Each, 3 to 4 feet, 25c. 
S : (Anthony ‘Waterer), Red. This beautiful variety has the same 
pirea habits as its parent, the Bumalda. it blooms about the close 
of June, continuing throughout the entire season. A striking and attractive 
shrub. Each, 15 to 18 inches, 25c; $2.00 per 12. 
S irea (Van Houttei), White. Without doubt the grandest of all 
p Spireas; beautiful at any season, but when in bloom is a com- 
plete fountain of white flowers, the foliage hardly showing. Perfectly hardy 
and an early bloomer. Each, 2 to 3 feet, 25c; $2.00 per 12. 


W A ‘peautiful shrub ‘with rose colored flowers in 
eigelia Rosea. May and June. Each, 25c. 


Wistarda: 
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GIANT IRONCLAD KOSE COL- 
LECTION. 


Selected for our customers who 
want roses that will stand the se- 
verest climate and give satisfac- 
tory results and blossoms every- 
where. 


Think of having roses blossom- 
ing at your very door, sending their 
fragrance to meet you the moment 
you cross the threshold, yielding 
enough flowers to fill every room in 
the house with exquisite scent and 
loveliness from June until October! 
Would not such a garden appeal to 
you? You can have it for very lit- 
tle money. 

We carry none but the very 
hardiest varieties and the finest and 
freest bloomers. Many varieties 
offered by eastern catalogues are 
too tender. Hot-house roses are 
worthless for outdoor planting— 
ours are field-grown, 

ROSE ROOTS—Our roses grown 
on their own roots, not grafted, 
are more easily transplanted and 
hardier. 


-How To Grow Roses. 


GET GOOD HEALTHY PLANTS. Dormant piants, field-grown, are better than hot-house roses, which are tender and apt 
to be infested with insects, fungus, ete. You can depend upon our roses. 

1. WHEN TO PLANT. Flant as early in the spring as you can-after the frost has gone out. The month of April and first 
of May is about right. | 

2. WILTED OR DRIED PLANTS. If. the plants come in a wilted condition soak them, roots and tops, in blood-warm 
water. This will do them good, even if:not dried. Wet the roots well just as you plant them, so the earth will adhere. When 
the hole is half filled up pour in water, and then fill up with dirt, but pour no more water in. This keeps soil from baking. 

3. PRUNING. By all means cut off nearly all the tops, leaving on four to six inches. Don’t fail to cut tops off before 
planting; not after. This is one of the most important things in planting roses. _ 

4. ROSES ON OWN ROOTS. Don’t fail to buy roses on own roots. On budded roses sprouts from roots are not true to 
name. Our Roses are on Own Roots, : 

5. ROSES AND SUNSHINE. They need all they can get. Do not like shade or wet soil 

6 IN THE SPRINGTIME cut off all decayed or injured parts. 

7. PREPARING ROSES FOR WINTER. There is nothing more important in rose culture than caring for them in the 
winter. There are a number of methods: : 

FIRST. Lay the plants down and cover up with loose soil, and when frozen cover with mulching. Uncover in the spring 
This is a good method. i 

SECOND. Cut all bush roses to the ground, burn up the brush and cover up the stubs with soil and mulching; uncover in 


the spring. 
Hybrid Perpetuals. 


Originated by crossing tea roses with hardy kinds. Bush form; erect growth; hardy and bloom from June till frort. 
‘ He SDs DE DIESBACH. Brilliant rose color, long pointed buds, perfectly formed blossoms. A vigorous grower ind per- 
sisten oomer. 

COQUETTE DE ALPS. White, tinged with pale rose; hardy; blooms every day. a 

GEN. JACQUEMINOT. Vivid crimson; the very best rose and hardiest. ‘ ‘ 
; CL!IO. The flowers of this rose are simply perfection in form, beautiful at all stages of development; color delicate satin 
blush. : 

PAUL NEYRON. Deep rose, immense size, strong grower; very hardy. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON. Perfectly double, soft scarlet, large and fine. 

LA REINE. Clear rosy pink. 

MARSHALL P. WILDER. Pink carmine, fine bloomer; flower large. ; : 

MRS. JOHN LAING. A beauty in clear, bright shining pink. Full blooms on long stiff stems. 

MAGNA CHARTA. Splendid sort; bright, clear pink, sweet-scented. 

JOHN HOPPER. Bright rose pink, large, full; very hardy. 

PRICES ON ROSES: 1 3 2 1 
ELV DrIGGP Sr pe tually rales eatck ne See AER! Vo a6 AA A aR eee IH Cid Aad CAD COM OURORDE pede 5 bbb ect $0.30 $0.75 $1.25 $2. 


Hardy Climbing Roses. 


Desirable for covering trellises, walls or porches, as they succeed under any circumstances, blooming in clusters of medium 
sized flowers profusely throughout the season. 

ANNA MARIE. Rosy pink, changing to blush. 

BALTIMORE BELLE. Very double, blush white. 

DAWSON. Flowers very double; bright carmine. 

EMPRESS OF CHINA. Bright pink flowers, practically ever-blooming. 

MULTIFLORA JAPONICA. Blooms in clusters of pure white, perfectly hardy, and a very rapid grower. 

PRAIRIE QUEEN. Always popular, bright rosy red. 

RUBY QUEEN. Deep ruby red, with shiny leathery foliage. is % 

SEVEN SISTERS. Crimson, changing all shades, to white. Each, strong plants, 35c; $3.50 per 12. 


Rambler Roses. 


No class of roses has come into popular favor so rapidly as these. Of hardy, sturdy nature, a vigorous and quick grower. 
producing the lovely flowers in truly wonderful profusion. The flowers are borne in immense clusters, each one forming a nice 
bouquet in itself. Hardy everywhere. 

CRIMSON RAMBLER. It is a vigorous grower, making shoots ten to twenty feet high in a single season. Flowers glowing 
crimson and produced in immense panicles, covering the plant from top to bottom. The blooms remain a long time without losing 
their brightness. This rose improves upon acquaintance; the better it is known the more popular it becomes. Each, 40¢e; 2 for 


4 Baby Rambler. 


The ever-blooming Dwarf Crimson Rambler. Blooms Out-of-Doors Every Day from June till Frost. » Every Day Under Glass. 

Hardier even than the famous Crimson Rambler. 

GRANDEST BEDDING ROSE KNOWN. Plant half a dozen in a small bed 15 to 18 inches apart and see them bloom, 

No rose in existence equals it in blooming quality. Plants grow only from twenty-four to thirty inches. : 

BABY RAMBLER IS A SUPERB ROSE FOR POT CULTURE. As a bedding variety none possess more points in gen- 
uine merit than Baby Rambler. A single plant, grown in a pot, is a marvel in neatness. Will thrive and bloom with ordinary 
treatment from one years end to another. Indeed, they will never be without flowers if kept in a growing condition. As 4 
pot plant for winter blooming it has no equal. It stands alone and will find a place everywhere. 

The Baby Rambler Rose never gets tired. Works at blooming day and night and every day in the year. 

PRICES: Largest size, 50c each; 2 for 90c; 6 for $2.25. 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 111 


| Ornamental Trees 
Extra Select Stock. 


Hardy trees and shrubs can now be obtained at moderate cost that will stand the extremes of temperature and soil of 
nearly all sections. Judicious selection will obtain deciduous and evergreen trees, shrubs, vines, etc., that make beautiful 
specimens througheut the entire year. 2 E : 

Nursery-grown trees are pre-eminently superior and worth more than trees dug from the woods. In the nursery trees are 
grown with the idea of getting a perfect shape with fully developed root systems. They are carefully pruned and culti- 
vated. In the forest it is impossible to get trees as smooth and straight with the necessary fibrous roots. 


FE] Everyone is familiar with. the elm. Its hardihood, its fine spreading branches, and, above all, i‘s durability, make it 
IM. the most desirable of shade trees. The grand and venerable old elm, under whose protecting ‘shade Washington 
took command of his Continental army, is still standing at Cambridge. We offer it in sizes to suit everyone. Nine to ten feet, 
40c; eight to nine feet, 35c; seven to eight feet, 30c; six to seven feet, 25c. 
Very smooth, thrifty tree. A rapid growing shade tree. Hardy everywhere. Hight to nine feet, 40c; 
Box Elder. seven to eight feet, 30c; six to seven feet, 20c. 
S ft M i One of the handsomest of all shade trees, regular in outline, with beautiful leaves. Hardy and rapid 
eo) ap &. in growth. We offer choice, smooth trees, well suited to lawn, street or park planting. Ten to twelve 
feet, 60c; nine to ten feet, 40c; eight to nine feet, 25c; seven to eight feet, 20c; six to seven feet, 15c. 
= Do not cenfuse this with the tender Catalpa Bignonoides: Catalpa Speciosa is hardy and superior 
Catalpa Speciosa. in every way. An erect, rapid growing tree, with broad, dark green leaves and beautiful per- 
fumed blossoms. Easy to transplant. Never suffers from borers or insect enemies. Ten to twelve feet, 50c; nine to ten 
feet, 40c; eight to nine feet, 35c; seven to eight feet, 20c. : 
Li d A rapid growing, beautiful tree, with rich green foliage and fragrant flowers. Symmetrical in growth. Very 
INGER. choice. Eight to nine feet, 40c; seven to eight feet, 30c. 


Sycamore. A. fine tree with broad, spreading top and deep green foliage. Eight to ten feet, 40c. 

Whi Bi h A beautiful, graceful tree with slender branches, drooping slightly at the tips. The white park con- 
ite IFCM.  trasts pleasingly with the green leaves. One of the most striking, richest looking of all shade trees. 

Six to seven feet, 40c. 

Wit. Ash. Seven to eight feet, 40c; six to seven feet, 30ce. 


Ash. Seven to eight feet, 30c; six to seven feet, 20c. 


Evergreens (Transplanted) 


We want to call your attention to the fact that we have a very complete stock of hardy nursery-grown evergreens, and 
shall be glad to make quotations if you will send list of requirements. All orders are dug same day as shipped, 2nd great care 
is used to keep roots from exposure. 


FOREST TREE SEEDLINGS BY THE MILLION. 


All our seedlings are nursery-grown, hardy, healthy and stocky plants, with good root system. They w‘l give the very 
yest results everywhere. Do not compare our prices for our Select seedlings with those quoted in some catalogues. 


We furnish 50 at the 100 rate; 500 at 1,000 rate; 5,000 at 10,000 rate. 


NTA PUVA LE rete cer estate eva syste. cga alist <> tists aorta alavay oie teh abaze SEZ WACMESS 25040 ge5ocosoe aber $0.65 per 100; $ 4.50 per 1,000; $ 35.00 per 10,000 
NSIT EWAWALNULE SS ete cy 4 eee ON Aenea A See eee ZEA SS TM CICS char were ckertslote cites eats -90 per 100; 7.00 per 1,000; 50.00 per 10,000 
INS VVATLELC aera ciate eters crete otete Staveley see misl area: saya T8=24- iMCHeS Red Ay erste eet estes See 1.20 per 100; 10.00 per 1,(00; 

BOX Me aerate tek sakepepieb oul eye << sata: fcc ZH Sw TM CHES b pave che aWsiwvorss sparse lattes 1.00 per 100; 7.50 per 1,000; 58.00 per 10,000 
[SO RCLCrere o crete dete tas evanele ths Ye seeps averslead ge ele +e fatetete ISAM E FUNG NESS SoS ob edd ace Boor 1.25 per 100; 10.00 per 1,0(0; 73.00 per 10,000 
Gaia SPECIOSA a ite cialote) oh ss 2 al s, tee sha ierete opeheile)'s alate 3 Hy) MOINES 5 chan adap epaocs soe -00 per 100; 3.50 per 1,000; 25.00 per 10,090 
WALAIDAL OPCCIOSE ois erage yeas 0 a.0.* sc ppee pia sieieee © = als jy BRA TENS cio Sip ogo seco ae -75 per 10; 5.00 per 1,000; 40.00 per 10,000 
Gaialina SD CCIOS Dee oo noi coe ce Seen: Sle eetees 2 scanete HITS sin CHES saeareres once oe let s 1.25 per 100; 10.00 per 1,000; 75.00 per 10,000 
IBMT so ctercle evels cine fe) = Ee EO Oh CCL aia, MELO C HRP TCINES sas, one ehese aes sis ohadel sb eye.) 6 -75 per 100; 5.50 per 1,000; 40.00 per 10,000 
TET. BG ets ohio ae Berets eee a RE rR eh atone och eR rere US AUT GUN Slave) 5, stare oyote n= sets ter atalcce 1.00 per 100; 7.50 per 1,000; 50.00 per 10,009 
MOCUSt HEIaek eee, SOE rs SEs SS, So algal a MIKO IES Gabo’ CAG Saree Bric -59 per 100; 3.75 per 1,000; 25.(0 per 10,C00 
Mocustss Blackeye SAA hs ane ale dhovahtam pares «atste IDEM We Wess See be obeae ss cone sec -75 per 100; 5.00 per 1,000; 35.00 per 10,000 
TO CUSE MES CK iat avon az ccian Sint 6:'si's, hve olee GRO ne a ead (cl alas 18-24 InChes. 00% 2... ieee ee -85 per 100; 6.00 per 1,000; 45.00 per 10,000 
Maple. Sonmitevich ashes . tase aaie seme wet UAVS SIO MVES 55-565 0b Edm onc ae 1.00 per 100;- 7.50 per 1,000; 58.00 per 10,000 
Maple, Soft ...... APPR See abide ¢ atgdede posse ees A SU SSPH TNE Tec moo obaseniag so gooRbe 1.45 per 100; 10.00 per 1,000; 75.00 per 10,000 
WAU oe SOM BA NISIGy ete = So ae eine ts rice Sue eicke orp SE RATA@ITE Sin cles com ouehe) euseok a Mimi an tlciel a -55 per 100; 3.75 per 1,000; 25.60 per 10,000 
MADERA Ae uSsianin ys Merwe, \-. deta wee aey a eee Po-18 INCHES. 225440262 sea et ores -70 per 100; 5.00 per 1,000; 27.50 per 10,/00 
DVI DELT veg bnll SSicunie wee peat, ors cine wien < ohes PROACHES = dersne ws sie loea Speer terse. +e -90 per 100; 7.00 per 1,000; 47.50 per 10,000 
WOU ROTUEOO Mee ee ee oe od ees Wee GAIPA: THAKELANE Sipe Cees 4. itl ae Seas ene EIA -45 per 100; 3.59 per 1,000; 25.00 per 10,000 
GOLLOM MOM eas ee ate as ee en a ies He Ran Chas a)sales Relat stan shatters eas (oN -60 per 100; 4.50 per 1,000; 35.00 per 10,000 
SWOLEGN WOO 4 Mee teen. roe aR OE oe te aot ROADIE ESE ane opeeeasNekate tie Slensiere <4 -70 per 100; 5.50 per 1,009; 42.50 per 10,000 
Miiltowst Diao: Ieee. i. ate eo MBO. 6 POMS NBC Sart crcvelst = jake le et Pe .60 per 100; 4.50 per 1,000 35.00 per 10,000 
Wiallow.e Diamond) 2%), aes eas Sd Ieee Ae NVeseiecs pepe croc 5 Di pane -70 per 100; 5.590 per 1,000; 42.50 per 10,000 
VWilniitibraciontst AF taketh eth alcatel PPS oes RETO BINGE A Arne sesh ace dy te 1.00 per 100; 9.00 per 1,000; 75.00 per 10,000 
Mia lrimt: ABW een Cae ho) a, heme wt ae TEMS MAC HES a, sets sels ate re no «ca dunat Ay 1.50 per 100; 12.80 per 1,000; 100.00 per 10,000 
Delica Lorain t yds Teac ee 83 ger ia eralz cic ts Serial t sales oe Se SEN ENS cece eats siete! as'aie ot oyola elspa 2.00 per 100; 15.00 per 1,000 125.00 per 10,000 
BCC eer eer ere ees a RS iMChes seen se felines ee 2-00 per, 100; 15.00 per 1,0003°)' 125100 per 10:000 


We have a very large quantity cf Morway and Carolina Pop!tars, Russian Colden and Lauvel J eaf Willows. These are es- 
pecially adapted for Frairie nlanting. Their hardiness and quick growth make them indispensatle for windbreaks. For our 
special low prices write for prices. 


Seedlings By Mail. We Pay Postage. 


NVA gS) coos) oT oo 8 nS Ai, cic ee a Sa AIC See eter ters ei uavetes tele ate SERGI ete Sh a Foctagice dev ce x £).89 per 100; $5.5 


1 5.50 per 1,000 
Bigek MZOCUSt Berrys oe rar eis sic alate 6 ese eso oe s a seit Bedi IUCINE See wcnsy eter ia dicen vieds- susie ieee P aE ounisic pend. a oeh es bs Ine -65 per 100; 4.50 per 1,000 
CAaltalpa lL SMCCIONAMMAM IE iene © Socth oonie's se eae visio ams Boreal CLL Safe tel aint fOYe aicisievalsyole ss: ahs cheb a MOET es eee cctee See .60 per 100; 4.25 per 1,000 
Catalpa, SPCCIOSA mM OIRCSM IG <leicie ale ere'as ae oes aoe ae TED Ti OVG AVEIRO ie HEIN HEE eee eae re eRe ieee aa tage a -85 per 100; 5.75 per 1,000 
COLTON WOOGS Sime ete: oo is ok es a hae s eee eee LA SAVE) EIS Sea ONG CH OER SITIOS SPT RC a TORENT -65 per 10°; 4.25 per 1,000 
Russian Mulberry ......:. 2 Danae ous Laces SAM CME ee Maertepe te saree ace aise cel oe cars ae te = sla oie Bere -65 per 100; 4.50 per 1,000 


OUR NURSERY LIST IN THIS CATALOGUE IS GREATLY ABRIDGED FOR WANT OF SPACE, BUT COVERS INA 
GENERAL WAY MOST ALL THE BEST AND MOST PRACTICAL VARIETIES. IF YOU DO NOT FIND WHAT YOU 
WANT WRITE FOR OUR FULL AND COMPLETE NURSERY CATALOGUE, AND IT WILL BE MAILED FREE TO 
YOU. Address RATEKIN NURSERY CO., Shenanidoah, Iowa. 
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GROWN THE RATEKIN WAY 


1,200 Acres _ 
in Nursery Stock 


DIRECT FROM GROWER TO PLANTER 


We want to eall special attention to the. Nursery Department of our catalog. It is somewhat 
abridged, but if there is anything in the nursery line you need or want, not found in it, write for 
our complete illustrated Nursery Catalog. We can supply any tree, plant or shrub there is 
grown, and at a much lower and cheaper price than they can be obtained from tree agents and 
peddlers, also a very superior grade and quality of stock. 


Our catalog is our only salesman. Planters of Nursery Stock everywhere are coming to real- 
ize that the best method of getting trees and plants is to send their orders directly to the nursery- 
men. In this way they get BETTER TREES AND SAVE HALF THEIR MONEY, for if you buy 
of tree agents or peddlers more than half the money you pay them goes to the agent himself, for 
wages, commissions, and expenses. This you save by buying direct from us, the grower and pro- 
ducer. If you wish to find the agent who sold to you, you cannot do so, but if you buy from us 
you can always find and reach us at the expense of a two cent stamp. 


Shenandoah is situated in Southwestern Iowa, the garden spot of the West. Soil, climate and 
all conditions are the most favorable to the growing of nursery stock, producing that solid, firm 
texture of the wood, deep penetrating roots, and an abundance of strong fibrous roots, so neces- 
sary to the successful transplanting and future value of the trees. 


Our stock is grown only for the planter. We do not job or wholesale out quantities, neither 
do we procure our stock from the market, buy inferior grades or cheap stock. We cannot afford 
to do this for the reason that the price of a tree is the smallest part of its cost by the time it 
comes into bearing. We have a reputation to uphold, and we do not intend to ruin our business 
by the handling of inferior grades. Our stock is all improved upon by our special method of 
propagation and cultivation known as ‘‘THE RATEKIN WAY.’’ This tends to further develop 
both roots and body, enabling all stock to resist drought and unfavorable conditions to a remark- 
able degree. 


EVHRY SHIPMENT sent out by us IS ACCOMPANIED BY A CERTIFICATE OF INSPEC- 
TION OF THE STATE ENTOMOLOGIST OF IOWA. 


We use the greatest care possible to have all stock true to name, and should any prove not 
true, we stand ready to replace it free of charge, or to refund the purchase money. GOOD 
STOCK, TRUE TO NAME, SOLD DIRECT TO PLANTER AT REASONABLE PRICES, IS OUR 
MOTTO, and we want to assure one and all that if favored with your orders, it matters not how 
large or small they may be, you can rely upon getting only first class stock, and that your orders 
will be handled and packed in the best possible manner for shipment. 


RATEKIN PAYS THE FREIGHT OR EXPRESS anywhere in the United States on all orders 
for Fruit and Ornamental Trees amounting to $10.00 or over, and on all orders for Shrubs, Climb- 
ing Vines, Roses, ete., amounting to $5.00 or more. 


Read our special freight prepayment offer in our Nursery Catalog. 


Address all correspondence, orders and inquiries to 


THE RATEKIN NURSERY COMPANY 


Lock Box No. 126, SHENANDOAH, IOWA 


Plant Ratekin’s Pure-Bred Seed Corn in your field, plant Fruit Trees in 
your orchard; Vines and Roses under your window, and Flowers in your 
garden. Also beautify your home place by sowing some of our choice 
Lawn Mixtures. 


Our Last Word 


Pen, Ink and Paper are not always at hand, but we want to hear from and help our custom- 
ers, both old and new, in every possible way, and have left this page for you to ‘‘WRITE US A 
LETTER.’’ Tell us what you want, and we will gladly help you, if we can. 
Sincerely yours, 
RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE. 
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RATEKIN’S CHOICE COLLECTION 


OF HARDY FRUITS 
SPECIAL 


COLLECTION No. 1 


12 Apple Trees 
selected 2 yr. old No. 1 


2> 


Your choice of (ta 
any variety listed in Catalog for * 


$2.50 
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Six at dozen rate. 


INDUSTRY GOOSEBERRY. NEW LOGAN BERRY 


COLLECTION No. 3 


12 Choice Novelties by express for 
$1.00 


COLLECTION No. 2 


51 Small Fruits sent you by express for 


$2.00 


1 Highbush Cranberry 

1 Buffalo Berry 

6 Strawberry Raspberry 

2 Improved Juneberry 

t Loganberry 

I Dewberry, Austin’s Improved 


12 Currant, Red Cross 

6 Gooseberry, Industry 
6 Raspberry, Gregg 

12 Raspberry, Loudon 
6 Grape, Concord 

3 Dewberry, Lucretia 


ALL selected stock 2 yr., No. 1. 


CONCORD GRAPE 


COLLECTION No. 4 


200 select strawberry plants for $1.50 postpaid 
or $1.25 by express 


25 Baldwin’s Pride of Michigan 
25 Bederwood 

25 Clyde 

25 Myer’s Seedling 

50 Senator Dunlap 

25 Glen Mary 


mary RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE 
ee” SHENANDOAH, IOWA 


STRAWBERRY, MYER’S SEEDLING Write for our complete Illustrated Nursery Catalog. Its FREE for the asking. SENATOR DUNLAP 
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THE THREE VERY BEST 
ONIONS FOR HOME USE 
OR MARKET, 


Pe Ao 


FOR COMPLETE DESCRIPTION 


GOOD CROPS a 


A MATTER OF ) al i PER PACKET EACH 10c. 0z 25c 


oy SPECIAL OFFER 
\ Boy 2 ONE PACKET EACH OF THE THREE 


NAMED VARIETIES 
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SHENANDOAH, IOWA. ——— 


